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DCCCXLVII. 

TO    W.    STRAHAN,    ESQ. 

PASSY,  24  January,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  received  yours  of  Dec.  3ist.  By  this  time 
you  are  probably  satisfied  that  the  subject  of  it  was  a 
mistake,  and  therefore  requires  no  answer.  I  con 
gratulate  you  on  the  marriage  of  your  daughter,  which 
I  lately  heard  of.  My  ancient  regard  for  her  is  un- 
diminished,  and  my  best  wishes  attend  her.  Please 
to  present  to  Mrs.  Strahan  the  respects  of 

Your  long  affectionate,  humble  servant, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCXLVIII. 

TO    CHARLES    W.   F.  DUMAS. 

PASSY,  27  January,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  yours  of  the  loth  instant. 
I  shall  be  glad  to  learn  how  the  taking  of  the  Dutch 
ships  has  been  accommodated.  We  have  yet  no 
news  of  the  Alliance,  but  suppose  she  is  cruising. 
We  are  more  in  pain  for  the  Confederacy,  which  sailed 
the  28th  of  October  from  the  Capes  of  Delaware. 
There  is  some  hope  that  she  went  to  Charleston  to 
take  in  Mr.  Laurens  ;  for  some  passengers,  arrived  in 
France,  who  left  Philadelphia  several  weeks  after  her 
sailing,  say  that  it  was  a  general  opinion  she  would 
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call  there  before  she  departed  for  Europe.  If  this 
was  not  the  case,  we  fear  she  must  be  lost,  and  the 
loss  will  be  a  very  severe  one. 

I  send  you  enclosed  a  translation  of  a  letter  that  I 
think  I  sent  you  the  original  of  before.  Perhaps  it 
may  serve  our  Leyden  friend. 

I  am  sorry  you  have  any  difference  with  the  am 
bassador,  and  wish  you  to  accommodate  it  as  soon  as 
possible.  Depend  upon  it  that  no  one  ever  knew 
from  me  that  you  had  spoken  or  written  against  any 
person.  There  is  one  concerning  whom  I  think  you 
sometimes  receive  erroneous  information.  In  one 
particular  I  know  you  were  misinformed — that  of  his 
selling  us  arms  at  an  enormous  profit ;  the  truth  is 
we  never  bought  any  of  him.  I  am,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCXLIX. 

TO    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

PASSY,  2  February.  1780. 

DEAR  FRIEND  : — It  is  some  time  since  I  procured 
the  discharge  of  your  Captain  Stephenson.  He  did 
not  call  here  in  his  way  home.  I  hope  he  arrived 
safely,  and  had  a  happy  meeting  with  his  friends  and 
family. 

I  have  long  postponed  answering  your  letter  of  the 
29th  of  June.  A  principal  point  in  it,  on  which  you 
seemed  to  desire  my  opinion,  was  the  conduct  you 
thought  America  ought  to  hold  in  case  her  allies 
should,  from  motives  of  ambition  or  resentment  of 
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former  injuries,  desire  her  to  continue  the  war  beyond 
what  should  be  reasonable  and  consistent  with  her 
particular  interests.  As  often  as  I  took  up  your  letter 
in  order  to  answer  it,  this  suggestion  displeased  me, 
and  I  laid  it  down  again.  I  saw  no  occasion  for  dis 
cussing  such  a  question  at  present,  nor  any  good  end 
it  could  serve  to  discuss  before  the  case  should  hap 
pen  ;  and  I  saw  inconveniences  in  discussing  it.  I 
wish,  therefore,  you  had  not  mentioned  it.  For  the 
rest,  I  am  as  much  for  peace  as  ever  I  was,  and  as 
heartily  desirous  of  seeing  the  war  ended  as  I  was  to 
prevent  its  beginning,  of  which  your  ministers  know  I 
gave  a  strong  proof  before  I  left  England,  when,  in 
order  to  an  accommodation,  I  offered  at  my  own  risk, 
without  orders  for  so  doing,  and  without  knowing 
whether  I  should  be  owned  in  doing  it,  to  pay  the 
whole  damage  of  destroying  the  tea  at  Boston,  pro 
vided  the  acts  made  against  that  province  were  repeal 
ed.  This  offer  was  refused.  I  still  think  it  would  have 
been  wise  to  have  accepted  it.  If  the  Congress  have 
therefore  entrusted  to  others  rather  than  to  me,  the  ne 
gotiations  for  peace,  when  such  shall  be  set  on  foot,  as 
has  been  reported,  it  is  perhaps  because  they  may  have 
heard  of  a  very  singular  opinion  of  mine,  that  there 
hardly  ever  existed  such  a  thing  as  a  bad  peace  or  a 
good  war,  and  that  I  might  therefore  easily  be  induced 
to  make  improper  concessions.  But  at  the  same  time 
they  and  you  may  be  assured  that  I  should  think  the 
destruction  of  our  whole  country,  and  the  extirpation 
of  our  whole  people,  preferable  to  the  infamy  of  aban 
doning  our  allies. 
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As  neither  you  nor  I  are  at  present  authorized  to 
treat  of  peace,  it  seems  to  little  purpose  to  make  or 
consider  propositions  relating  to  it.  I  have  had  so 
many  such  put  into  my  hands,  that  I  am  tired  of 
them.  I  will,  however,  give  your  proposal  of  a  ten 
years'  truce  this  answer,  that,  though  I  think  a  solid 
peace  made  at  once  a  much  better  thing,  yet,  if  the 
truce  is  practicable  and  the  peace  not,  I  should  be 
for  agreeing  to  it.  At  least  I  see  at  present  no  suffi 
cient  reasons  for  refusing  it,  provided  our  allies  ap 
prove  of  it.  But  this  is  merely  a  private  opinion  of 
mine,  which  perhaps  may  be  changed  by  reasons 
that  at  present  do  not  offer  themselves.  This,  how 
ever,  I  am  clear  in,  that  withdrawing  your  troops 
will  be  best  for  you,  if  you  wish  a  cordial  reconcilia 
tion,  and  that  the  truce  should  produce  a  peace.  To 
show  that  it  was  not  done  by  compulsion,  being 
required  as  a  condition  of  the  truce,  they  might 
be  withdrawn  beforehand,  for  various  good  reasons. 
But  all  this  is  idle  chat,  as  I  am  persuaded,  that  there 
is  no  disposition  for  peace  on  your  side,  and  that  this 
war  will  yet  last  many  years.  I  know  nothing,  and 
believe  nothing,  of  any  terms  offered  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton. 

The  prisoners  taken  in  the  Serapis  and  Countess 
of  Scarborough  being  all  treated  for  in  Holland,  and 
exchanged  there,  I  hope  Mr.  Brown's  son  is  now  safe 
at  home  with  his  father.  It  grieved  me,  that  the  ex 
change  there,  which  you  may  remember  I  immediately 
proposed,  was  so  long  delayed.  Much  human  misery 
might  have  been  prevented  by  a  prompt  compliance  ; 
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and  so  might  a  great  deal,  by  the  execution  of  parole 
promises  taken  at  sea ;  but,  since  I  see  no  regard  is 
paid  to  them  in  England,  I  must  give  orders  to  our 
armed  ships  that  cruise  in  Europe  to  secure  their 
prisoners  as  well  as  they  can,  and  lodge  them  in 
French  or  Spanish  prisons.  I  have  written  some 
thing  on  this  affair  to  Mr.  Hodgson,1  and  sent  to  him 
the  second  passport  for  a  cartel  to  Morlaix,  suppos 
ing  you  to  be  out  of  town.  The  number  of  prisoners 
we  now  have  in  France  is  not  easily  ascertained.  I 
suppose  it  exceeds  one  hundred  ;  yet  you  may  be 
assured,  that  the  number  which  may  be  brought  over 
by  the  two  cartels  shall  be  fully  exchanged,  by  adding 
to  those  taken  by  us,  as  many  as  will  make  up  the 
complement  out  of  those  taken  by  the  French,  with 
whom  we  have  an  account  since  the  exchange  in  Hol 
land  of  those  we  carried  in  there.  I  wish  therefore 
you  would,  as  was  proposed,  clear  your  prisons  of 
the  Americans,  who  have  been  so  long  confined  there. 
The  cartels,  that  may  arrive  at  Morlaix,  will  not  be 
detained. 

You  may  have  heard,  that  accounts  upon  oath  have 
been  taken  in  America,  by  order  of  Congress,  of  the 
British  barbarities  committed  there.  It  is  expected 
of  me  to  make  a  school-book  of  them,  and  to  have 
thirty-five  prints  designed  here  by  good  artists,  and 
engraved,  each  expressing  one  or  more  of  the  differ 
ent  horrid  facts,  to  be  inserted  in  the  book,  in  order 
to  impress  the  minds  of  children  and  posterity  with  a 

1  William  Hodgson  was  an  agent  in      can  prisoners  in  England,  and  superin- 
London  appointed  to  look  after  Ameri-      tend  their  exchange. 
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deep  sense  of  your  bloody  and  insatiable  malice  and 
wickedness.  Every  kindness  I  hear  of,  done  by  an 
Englishman  to  an  American  prisoner,  makes  me  re 
solve  not  to  proceed  in  the  work,  hoping  a  reconcilia 
tion  may  yet  take  place.  But  every  fresh  instance 
of  your  devilism  weakens  that  resolution,  and  makes 
me  abominate  the  thought  of  a  reunion  with  such  a 
people.  You,  my  friend,  have  often  persuaded  me, 
and  I  believe  it,  that  the  war  was  not  theirs,  nor  ap 
proved  by  them.  But  their  suffering  it  so  long  to 
continue,  and  the  wretched  rulers  to  remain  who 
carry  it  on,  makes  me  think  you  have  too  good  an 
opinion  of  them.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCL. 

TO    RICHARD    PRICE. 

PASSY,  6  February,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  but  very  lately,  your  kind 
favor  of  October  i4th,  by  Dr.  Ingenhousz,  who 
brought  it,  having  stayed  long  in  Holland.  I  sent 
that  enclosed,  directly  to  Mr.  Lee.  It  gave  me  great 
pleasure  to  understand  that  you  continue  well.  Take 
care  of  yourself  ;  your  life  is  a  valuable  one.  Your 
writings,  after  all  the  abuse  you  and  they  have  met 
with,  begin  to  make  serious  impressions  on  those  who 
at  first  rejected  the  counsels  you  gave  ;  and  they  will 
acquire  new  weight  every  day,  and  be  in  high  esteem 
when  the  cavils  against  them  are  dead  and  forgotten. 

Please  to  present  my  affectionate  respects  to  that 
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honest,  sensible,  and  intelligent  society,1  who  did  me 
so  long  the  honor  of  admitting  me  to  share  in  their 
instructive  conversations.  I  never  think  of  the  hours 
I  so  happily  spent  in  that  company,  without  regret 
ting  that  they  are  never  to  be  repeated  ;  for  I  see  no 
prospect  of  an  end  to  this  unhappy  war  in  my  time. 
Dr.  Priestley,  you  tell  me,  continues  his  experiments 
with  success.  We  make  daily  great  improvements  in 
natitral — there  is  one  I  wish  to  see  in  moral — philos 
ophy  :  the  discovery  of  a  plan  that  would  induce  and 
oblige  nations  to  settle  their  disputes  without  first 
cutting  one  another's  throats.  When  will  human  rea 
son  be  sufficiently  improved  to  see  the  advantage  of 
this  ?  When  will  men  be  convinced  that  even  suc 
cessful  wars  at  length  become  misfortunes  to  those 
\vho  unjustly  commenced  them,  and  who  triumphed 
blindly  in  their  success,  not  seeing  all  its  conse 
quences  ?  Your  great  comfort  and  mine  in  this  war 
is,  that  we  honestly  and  faithfully  did  every  thing  in 
our  power  to  prevent  it.  Adieu  ;  and  believe  me 
ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLI. 

TO    JOSEPH    PRIESTLEY. 

PASSY,  8  February,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — Your  kind  letter  of  September  27th 
came  to  hand  but  very  lately,  the  bearer  having  stayed 
long  in  Holland.  I  always  rejoice  to  hear  of  your  be 
ing  still  employed  in  experimental  researches  into  na- 

1  Supposed  to  allude  to  a  club  at  the  London  Coffee-house. 
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ture,  and  of  the  success  you  meet  with.  The  rapid 
progress  true  science  now  makes,  occasions  my  re 
gretting  sometimes  that  I  was  born  so  soon.  It  is 
impossible  to  imagine  the  height  to  which  may  be 
carried,  in  a  thousand  years,  the  power  of  man  over 
matter.  We  may  perhaps  learn  to  deprive  large 
masses  of  their  gravity,  and  give  them  absolute  lev 
ity,  for  the  sake  of  easy  transport.  Agriculture  may 
diminish  its  labor  and  double  its  produce ;  all  diseases 
may  by  sure  means  be  prevented  or  cured,  not  ex 
cepting  even  that  of  old  age,  and  our  lives  lengthened 
at  pleasure  even  beyond  the  antediluvian  standard. 
O  that  moral  science  were  in  as  fair  a  way  of  im 
provement,  that  men  would  cease  to  be  wolves  to  one 
another,  and  that  human  beings  would  at  length  learn 
what  they  now  improperly  call  humanity  ! 

I  am  glad  my  little  paper  on  the  Aurora  Borealis 
pleased.  If  it  should  occasion  further  inquiry,  and  so 
produce  a  better  hypothesis,  it  will  not  be  wholly  use 
less.  I  am  ever,  with  the  greatest  and  most  sincere 
esteem,  dear  sir,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Enclosed  in  the  foregoing  Letter  j  being  an  Answer  to  a  separate 
Paper  received  from  Dr.  Priestley. 

I  have  considered  the  situation  of  that  person  very 
attentively.  I  think  that,  with  a  little  help  from  the 
Moral  Algebra,1-  he  might  form  a  better  judgment 
than  any  other  person  can  form  for  him.  But,  since 
my  opinion  seems  to  be  desired,  I  give  it  for  con 
tinuing  to  the  end  of  the  term,  under  all  the  present 

1  See  letter  to  Dr,  Priestley,  dated  September  19,  1772, 
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disagreeable  circumstances.  The  connection  will  then 
die  a  natural  death.  No  reason  will  be  expected  to 
be  given  for  the  separation,  and,  of  course,  no  offence 
taken  at  reasons  given  ;  the  friendship  may  still  sub 
sist,  and  in  some  other  way  be  useful.  The  time 
diminishes  daily,  and  is  usefully  employed.  All 
human  situations  have  their  inconveniences  ;  we  feel 
those  that  we  find  in  the  present,  and  we  neither/^/ 
nor  see  those  that  exist  in  another.  Hence  we  make 
frequent  and  troublesome  changes  without  amend 
ment,  and  often  for  the  worse. 

In  my  youth  I  was  passenger  in  a  little  sloop  de 
scending  the  river  Delaware.  There  being  no  wind, 
we  were  obliged,  when  the  ebb  was  spent,  to  cast 
anchor  and  wait  for  the  next.  The  heat  of  the  sun 
on  the  vessel  was  excessive,  the  company  strangers 
to  me  and  not  very  agreeable.  Near  the  river-side 
I  saw  what  I  took  to  be  a  pleasant  green  meadow,  in 
the  middle  of  which  was  a  large  shady  tree,  where,  it 
struck  my  fancy,  I  could  sit  and  read  (having  a  book 
in  my  pocket)  and  pass  the  time  agreeably  till  the 
tide  turned.  I  therefore  prevailed  with  the  captain 
to  put  me  ashore.  Being  landed,  I  found  the  greatest 
part  of  my  meadow  was  really  a  marsh,  in  crossing 
which,  to  come  to  my  tree,  I  was  up  to  my  knees  in 
mire  ;  and  I  had  not  placed  myself  under  its  shade 
five  minutes  before  the  mosquitoes,  in  swarms,  found 
me  out,  attacked  my  legs,  hands,  and  face,  and  made 
my  reading  and  my  rest  impossible,  so  that  I  re 
turned  to  the  beach  and  called  for  the  boat  to  come 
and  take  me  on  board  again,  where  I  was  obliged 
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to  bear  the  heat  I  had  strove  to  quit,  and  also  the 
laugh  of  the  company.  Similar  cases  in  the  affairs 
of  life  have  since  frequently  fallen  under  my  obser 
vation. 

I  have  had  thoughts  of  a  college  for  him  in  Amer 
ica.  I  know  no  one  who  might  be  more  useful  to  the 
public  in  the  instruction  of  youth.  But  there  are 
possible  unpleasantnesses  in  that  situation  ;  it  cannot 
be  obtained  but  by  a  too  hazardous  voyage  at  this 
time  for  a  family  ;  and  the  time  for  experiments  would 
be  all  otherwise  engaged.1 


DCCCLII. 

TO    M.    DE    SARTINE. 

PASSY,  13  February,  1780. 

SIR  : — Enclosed  is  the  order  your  Excellency  re 
quired  of  me  in  the  letter  you  yesterday  did  me  the 
honor  of  writing  to  me,  relating  to  the  English  pris 
oners  brought  in  to  L'Orient  by  the  Black  Prince 
and  other  American  privateers. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  to  your  Excellency  that 
there  are  still  remaining  in  the  English  prisons  410 
Americans,  some  of  whom  have  languished  there 
near  three  years.  They  had  great  hopes  of  obtain 
ing  their  liberty  in  exchange  for  those  taken  by  the 

1  The  advice  contained  in  this  paper  num,  for  a  certain  number  of  years  ; 
related  to  Dr.  Priestley  himself,  who  but,  before  the  term  had  expired,  he 
had  engaged  to  live  with  Lord  Shel-  became  dissatisfied  with  his  situation 
burne,  as  his  librarian,  at  a  salary  of  and  requested  counsel  from  Dr.  Frank- 
about  three  hundred  pounds  per  an-  lin  on  the  subject. — W.  T.  F. 
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squadron  under  Commodore  Jones,  a  great  part  of 
which  were  taken  by  the  Alliance  and  delivered  to 
M.  Le  Due  de  la  Vauguyon  under  a  kind  of  prom 
ise  made  by  him  to  M.  Jones,  that  they  should  be 
exchanged  for  Americans.  I  have  not  heard  that 
any  thing  has  been  done  in  that  respect,  and  I  fear 
they  will  be  in  despair  if  not  speedily  released.  I 
therefore  entreat  your  Excellency  to  take  that  mat 
ter  into  consideration,  and  favor  me  with  as  many 
English  prisoners  as  may  serve  to  exchange  those 
poor  people,  when  they  shall  be  brought  over  in  the 
cartels  expected  at  Morlaix. 

The  Black  Prince,  the  Black  Princess,  and  the 
Fear  not,  American  privateers,  are,  I  suppose,  now  on 
a  new  cruise,  and  will,  I  hope,  bring  in  more  English 
prisoners  ;  I  hope  the  same  also  from  the  Alliance, 
now  at  Corunna.  If  we  once  had  our  prisoners  from 
England,  several  other  privateers  would  immediately 
be  manned  with  them,  and  probably  give  as  much 
trouble  to  the  English  as  those  above  mentioned. 

There  were  thirty-eight  English  and  Irishmen  said 
to  be  concerned  in  the  conspiracy  on  board  the  Alli 
ance  when  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  came  over. 
They  were  left  in  prison  at  Brest.  I  do  not  see  any 
probability  of  these  being  ever  brought  to  a  trial,  and 
perhaps  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done  with  them  is 
to  exchange  them  for  honester  men.  If  your  Excel 
lency  approves  of  it,  I  will  give  the  same  orders  re 
lating  to  them  when  you  send  any  prisoners  from 
that  port. 

With  greatest  respect,  I  am  your  Excellency's,  etc. 
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DCCCLIII. 

TO    JOHN    PAUL    JONES. 

PASSY,  19  February,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  yours  from  Carone  of  the 
1 6th  past,  and  from  L'Orient  of  the  i3th  instant.  I 
rejoice  that  you  are  so  safely  arrived  in  France, 
malgre  all  the  pains  to  intercept  you. 

As  to  the  refitting  of  your  ship  at  the  expense  of 
this  court,  I  must  acquaint  you  that  there  is  not  the 
least  probability  of  obtaining  it,  and  therefore  I  can 
not  ask  it.  I  hear  too  much  already  of  the  extra 
ordinary  expense  you  made  in  Holland,  to  think  of 
proposing  an  addition  to  it,  especially  as  you  seem  to 
impute  the  damage  she  has  sustained  more  to  Captain 
Landais'  negligence  than  to  accidents  of  the  cruise. 
The  whole  expense  will  therefore  fall  upon  me,  and 
I  am  ill  provided  to  bear  it,  having  so  many  unex 
pected  calls  upon  me  from  all  quarters.  I  therefore 
beg  you  will  have  mercy  on  me,  put  me  to  as  little 
charge  as  possible,  and  take  nothing  that  you  can 
possibly  do  without. 

As  to  sheathing  with  copper,  it  is  totally  out  of  the 
question.  I  am  not  authorized  to  do  it,  if  I  had 
money  ;  and  I  have  not  money,  if  I  had  orders.  The 
purchase  of  the  Serapis  is  in  the  same  predicament. 
I  believe  the  sending  of  cordage  and  canvas  from 
Amsterdam  has  already  been  forbidden  ;  if  not,  I 
shall  forbid  it.  I  approve  of  your  applying  to  Messrs. 
Gourdale  &  Moylan  for  what  repairs  you  want,  hav 
ing  an  exceedingly  good  opinion  of  those  gentlemen  ; 
but,  let  me  repeat,  for  God's  sake  be  sparing,  unless 
you  mean  to  make  me  a  bankrupt,  or  have  your 
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drafts  dishonored  for  want  of  money  in  my  hands  to 
pay  them. 

We  are  likely  to  obtain  fifteen  thousand  stands  of 
good  arms  from  the  government.  They  are  much 
wanted  in  America.  M.  de  Lafayette  has  just  now 
proposed  that  you  should  take  them  as  ballast.  You 
know  best  if  this  is  practicable. 

Mr.  Ross  requests  to  be  permitted  to  take  his  pas 
sage  with  you.  As  he  has  been  a  servant  of  the 
States  in  making  their  purchases  in  Europe,  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  would  be  wrong  to  refuse  him,  if  you  can 
accommodate  him.  There  is  also  a  particular  friend  of 
mine,  Mr.  Samuel  Wharton  of  Philadelphia,  who  de 
sires  to  go  with  you.  These  gentlemen  will  doubtless 
lay  in  their  own  stores,  and  pay  as  customary  for  their 
accommodations,  and  I  am  persuaded  you  will  find 
them  agreeable  company.  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Izard  also 
propose  to  take  their  passages  in  your  ship,  whom  I 
hope  you  can  likewise  accommodate.  Pray  write  me 
immediately  your  sentiments  on  these  particulars ; 
and  let  me  know,  at  the  same  time,  when  you  think  you 
can  be  ready,  that  I  may  forward  my  despatches. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  your  indisposition  is  wearing 
off.  I  hope  your  health  will  soon  be  reestablished. 
I  am,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

DCCCLIV. 

TO    COL.   FLEURY. 

PASSY,  26  February,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  am  sorry  you  were  disappointed  in  meeting 
me  at  Versailles.  In  all  your  billets  except  that  of 
yesterday  you  omitted  mentioning  where  you  lodged, 
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otherwise  I  could  have  acquainted  you  that  I  should 
not  be  at  court  on  the  day  you  expected  me. 

I  suppose  you  will  acquaint  the  Congress  or  Gen 
eral  Washington  with  your  reasons  for  desiring  a  pro 
longation  of  your  furlough.  As  you  have  not  com 
municated  them  to  me,  I  know  not  what  to  say  in 
order  to  enforce  them.  I  can  therefore  only  forward 
your  request  and  pray  that  it  may  be  favorably  con 
sidered,  which  I  shall  do.  I  imagine,  however,  that  the 
Congress  have  so  high  an  opinion  of  your  merit  as  an 
officer,  and  the  importance  of  having  you  in  actual 
service,  that  the  request  will  not  be  lightly  granted. 
With  great  esteem,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLV. 

FROM    THE    MARQUIS    DE    LAFAYETTE. 

PARIS,  29  February,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — In  consequence  of  the  assent  that  your  Ex 
cellency  was  pleased  to  honor  my  request  with,  I  shall  beg 
your  obliging  help  positively  to  fix  my  ideas  on  some  affairs 
relating  to  our  army,  in  which  I  had  the  happiness  of  acting 
as  one  of  your  agents  at  the  court  of  Versailles. 

From  the  ministers  of  war  and  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  I  get  the  most  positive  assurance  that  our  fifteen 
thousand  stands  of  arms,  with  the  same  number  of  accoutre 
ments,  will  be  soon  delivered  for  the  use  of  the  American 
army,  and  safely  conveyed.  The  other  demands  I  have 
made  in  that  department  have  not  been  as  yet  positively 
answered  to,  but  I  shall  get  a  return  of  such  articles  as  may 
be  obtained  from  M.  de  Montbarrey ;  and  that  return  I  shall 
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have  the  honor  of  sending  to  your  Excellency  as  soon  as  it 
comes  into  my  hands. 

According  to  your  request,  I  have  made  it  a  point  to  carry 
with  me  about  four  thousand  complete  suits,  and  have  got 
from  the  minister  of  the  navy  such  an  order  as  will  direct  the 
captain  of  the  frigate  appointed  for  my  passage,  not  only  to 
take  on  board  the  clothing,  that  will  be  brought  to  Rochelle, 
but  even,  if  necessary  for  making  room,  to  disembark  a  part 
of  his  provisions. 

In  consequence  of  positive  ministerial  assurances,  I  make 
no  doubt  but  that  you  will  have  the  safest  convoy  for  the  re 
maining  six  thousand  suits  of  clothes,  that  are  making  at 
Nantes.  I  have  heard  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  bales  of 
cloth  for  public  service,  that  are  sent  by  you  on  board  of  the 
Alliance,  but  do  not  know  exactly  how  much  clothing  they 
will  afford  for  the  army.  Notwithstanding  your  despatches 
to  Congress,  which  I  hope  I  shall  be  intrusted  with,  I  confess 
it  would  be  very  agreeable  for  me  to  know  exactly  the 
quantity  and  the  kind  of  the  several  articles  that  you  are 
preparing  for  us  ;  so  that  I  may  give  to  General  Washington 
a  positive  basis,  which  his  Excellency  can  depend  upon. 

I  had  this  morning  the  honor  of  imparting  to  you  the 
ideas  I  proposed  to  Count  de  Vergennes,  for  providing  new 
clothing  for  the  army,  that  might  arrive  before  the  winter ; 
and,  as  to  the  conversation  on  money  affairs,  in  my  private 
capacity  I  may  be  much  less  moderate  than  the  ministers  of 
the  United  States.  I  beg  your  pardon,  my  good  friend,  for 
the  trouble  I  am  giving  you,  but  your  friendship  encourages 
me  to  do  it ;  and  I  know  such  a  note,  as  I  beg  leave  to  re 
quire,  will  be  extremely  agreeable  when  I  arrive  at  head 
quarters.1  With  the  most  sincere  attachment  and  perfect 
regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

LAFAYETTE. 

1  For  further  details  of  the  transac-       ington's  Writings,"  vol.  VII.,  pp.  477- 
tions  referred  to  in  this  letter  see  the       506. 
history  of  these  transactions  in  "  Wash- 
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DCCCLVI. 

TO    LOUIS    XVI.1 

M.  Franklin  attendoit  1'arrivee  de  la  fregatte  La 
Confederation,  pour  envoyer  a  Philadelphia  des  mu 
nitions  de  guerre,  et  Thabillement  complet  de  quinze 
mille  soldats,  qui  en  sont  absolument  depourvus. 

Cette  fregatte  etoit  destinee  a  porter  M.  Gerard 
en  France  ;  elle  a  ete  dematee  de  tous  mats  sur  le 
bane  de  Terre  Neuve,  et  est  en  relache  a  la  Marti 
nique  ;  ou  elle  sera  employee  a  des  correspondances 
entre  la  Martinique  et  FAmerique  Septentrionale  ou 
a  convoyer  en  France  les  navires  marchands. 

M.  Franklin  ne  peut  suplier  au  deffaut  de  cette 
fregatte,  qu'en  implorant  au  nom  des  Etats  Unis  de 
I'Amerique  Septentrionale,  les  bontes  de  sa  Majeste 
tres  Chretienne,  pour  accorder  incessament  un  vais- 
seau  de  guerre,  dans  lequel  il  puisse  faire  charger 
les  munitions  de  guerre  et  les  habillements  dont  les 
troupes  americaines  ont  le  plus  pressant  bezoing. 
II  est  d'autant  plus  essentiel  que  ce  vaisseau  soit 
d'unne  marche  et  d'unne  force  superieure  que  rien 
ne  pouroit  remplacer  la  perte  des  dits  aprovisione- 
ments.  II  est  a  desirer  que  ce  vaisseau  soit  pris 
dans  le  port  de  Rochefort  parceque  les  habillements 
se  font  a  Nantes. 

Le  dit  vaisseau  peut  se  rendre  a  I'Amerique  Sep 
tentrionale  avec  trois  mois  de  vivres  parcequ'il  en 

1  This  letter  is  found  in  the  Stevens  de   Vergennes   was    passed    over,    in 

Collection,  neither  addressed,  dated,  making   such  a  communication,  does 

nor  signed.     It  was  probably  put  into  not  appear.     It  may  have  been  done 

French,  to  be  handed  to  the  King  who  with  his  approval, 
did  not  read  English.    Why  the  Count 
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trouvera  abondament  a  Philadelphie  ou,  de  memoire 
d'homme,  on  n'a  jamais  fait  de  si  bonne  recolte  que 
la  derniere,  ainsy  que  dans  tout  le  continent.  Au 
deffaut  d'equipages  frangais  on  poura  y  suplier  par 
des  equipages  Americains,  qui  attendent  leur  echange 
en  Angleterre  contre  les  prisonniers  que  L'Escadre 
Jones  a  fait  sur  les  Anglais. 

Le  Vaisseau  de  guerre  qui  sera  accorde  sera  a 
mesme  s'il  est  destine  ensuitte  pour  les  colonies  fran- 
caises,  de  proteger  les  navires  marchands  qui  sont  en 
grand  nombre  et  qui  porteront  des  vivres  de  toutte 
espece. 

M.  Franklin  suplie  sa  Majeste  tres  Chretienne  de 
luy  accorder  avec  bonte  unne  prompte  reponse  sur  la 
demande  attendu  qu'il  ne  peut  retarder  les  avis  a 
faire  passer  au  Congres  sur  les  secours  qu'il  est 
charge  d'envoyer. 


DCCCLVII. 

TO    M.    DE    LAFAYETTE. 

PASSY,  2  March,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  with  pleasure  the  letter  you 
honored  me  with  of  the  2Qth  past,  and  am  infinitely 
obliged  by  the  zeal  and  assiduity  with  which  you  have 
forwarded  our  affairs  at  Versailles.  The  15,000  arms 
and  accoutrements  are  a  great  article. 

I  had  written  to  Capt.  Jones  that,  besides  the  122 
bales  of  cloth,  we  hoped  for  that  quantity  arms  which 
it  was  supposed  he  might  take  as  ballast.  I  think  the 
clothing  (4,000  suits)  was  also  mentioned  to  him  by 
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M.  de  Chaumont.  In  his  last  letter  to  me  he  says  he 
will  take  as  much  as  possible,  and  hopes  he  may  be 
able  to  cram  in  the  whole,  if  not,  your  ship  can  take 
the  rest.  I  wish  much  to  know  where  the  arms  are 
and  when  they  can  be  rendered  at  L'Orient. 

Mr.  Williams,  I  hear,  is  indefatigable  in  preparing 
the  clothing,  and  hopes  to  have  the  whole  10,000  suits 
ready  by  the  end  of  the  month.  I  wish  they  could 
go  with  you  ;  but  that  being  impossible,  I  hope  we 
shall  get  another  ship  of  force  to  carry  them.  They 
are  made  precisely  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
Committee. 

If,  on  seeing  the  accounts,  I  find  I  can  add  a  pro 
portion  of  clothes  for  officers,  which  you  urge  so  ear 
nestly,  I  shall  do  it  with  pleasure.  But  from  the  large 
and  unexpected  drafts  often  made  upon  me  by 
Congress,  I  am  become  timid.  I  must  take  care  of 
their  credit  and  my  own,  and  cannot  take  hazardous 
steps,  as  protesting  or  not  paying  one  of  their  bills 
would  be  attended  with  great  mischief  on  both  sides 
the  water ;  and  when  I  consider  the  vast  expense  oc 
casioned  to  this  nation  by  the  war,  I  am  ashamed  to 
be  repeatedly  worrying  the  ministers  by  applications 
for  more  money. 

I  ought  to  let  Capt.  Jones  know  as  soon  as  possi 
ble  whether  the  arms  are  to  go  with  him,  as  he  would 
stow  them  low  to  serve  partly  for  ballast.  If  a  ship 
can  be  obtained  for  them  and  what  shall  remain  of 
the  clothing,  perhaps  it  may  be  as  well  to  excuse  the 
Alliance  from  that  article  and  let  her  take  more  of 
the  clothing. 
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I  am  told  the  122  bales  of  cloth  to  be  shipped  by 
Mr.  Ross  for  the  Congress  will  by  computation  make 
for  8,000  suits.  These  will  be  in  addition  to  the 
10,000  making  by  Mr.  Williams.  Those  suits  will  be 
composed  of  coat,  waistcoat,  breeches,  overalls,  two 
pair  of  stockings,  two  pair  of  shoes,  two  shirts,  two 
stocks,  and  a  hat  for  each  man.  I  think  there  will 
also  be  buckles.  If  there  be  any  further  information 
that  you  want,  let  me  know  and  I  will  give  what  I 
can. 

With  the  sincerest  esteem  and  affection,  I  am,  dear 
sir,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLVIII. 

TO    SAMUEL    HUNTINGTON,   PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

PASSY,  4  March,  1780. 

SIR  : — M.  Gerard,  under  whose  care  I  understand 
the  despatches  from  Congress  to  me  were  forwarded, 
is  not  yet  arrived  here,  and  I  have  not  received  them. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  at  present  answer  any  thing  that 
may  be  contained  in  them.  He  is,  however,  expected 
next  week,  and  I  may  afterwards  have  time  to  write 
further  by  the  Alliance.  Mr.  Adams  is  come,  but 
did  not  bring  duplicates  of  those  despatches.  I  have, 
in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Congress,  which  he  pro 
duced  to  me,  furnished  him  with  one  thousand  louis- 
d'ors.  I  have  also  given  a  credit  to  Mr.  Jay  upon  the 
correspondent  of  our  banker  at  Madrid  for  an  equal 
sum.  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  his  arrival  there. 
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His  letter  to  me  was  from  Cadiz,  of  the  28th  of 
January. 

In  my  last  I  gave  some  account  of  the  success  of 
our  little  squadron  under  Commodore  Jones.  Three 
of  their  prizes  sent  into  Bergen  in  Norway  were,  at 
the  instance  of  the  British  minister,  seized  by  order  of 
the  court  of  Denmark,  and  delivered  up  to  him.  I 
have,  with  the  approbation  of  the  ministry  here,  drawn 
up  and  sent  to  that  court  a  memorial  reclaiming  those 
prizes.  It  went  through  the  hands  of  the  French 
minister  residing  there,  who  has  delivered  it  ;  but  I 
have  yet  no  answer.  I  understand  from  the  French 
consul  at  Bergen,  that  the  prizes  remain  still  in  that 
port,  and  it  is  said  there  is  some  hope  that  the  order 
may  be  reversed ;  but  this  is  doubtful,  and  I  suppose 
the  Congress  will  immediately  consider  this  impor 
tant  affair,  and  give  me  such  instructions  upon  it  as 
they  may  judge  proper.  With  this,  I  send  a  copy  of 
the  memorial. 

During  the  cruise  a  mortal  quarrel  took  place  be 
tween  the  Commodore  and  Captain  Landais.  On 
their  arrival  in  Holland,  M.  de  Sartine,  Minister  of 
the  Marine,  proposed  to  me  the  sending  for  Landais, 
in  order  to  inquire  into  his  conduct.  I  doubted  the 
propriety  of  my  meddling  in  the  affair  ;  but  Captain 
Landais'  friends  conceiving  it  a  measure  that  might 
be  serviceable  to  him,  and  pressing  it,  I  complied,  and 
he  came  accordingly  to  Paris.  I  send  the  minutes  of 
the  inquiry  for  the  consideration  of  Congress.  I 
have  not  presumed  to  condemn  or  acquit  him,  doubt 
ing  as  well  my  own  judgment  as  my  authority.  He 
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proposes  to  demand  a  court-martial  in  America.  In 
his  absence  from  the  ship,  the  Commodore  took  the 
command  of  her,  and  on  quitting  the  Texel  made  a 
cruise  through  the  channel  to  Spain,  and  has  since  re 
turned  to  L'Orient,  where  the  ship  is  now  refitting  in 
order  to  return  to  America.  Captain  Landais  has  not 
applied  to  me  to  be  replaced  in  her,  and  I  imagine  has 
no  thought  of  that  kind,  having  before  on  several  oc 
casions  expressed  to  me  and  others  his  dissatisfaction 
with  his  officers,  and  his  inclination  on  that  account 
to  quit  her.  Captain  Jones  will  therefore  carry  her 
home,  unless  he  should  be  prevailed  with  to  enter 
another  service,  which,  however,  I  think  is  not  likely, 
though  he  has  gained  immense  reputation  all  over 
Europe  for  his  bravery. 

As  vessels  of  war  under  my  care  create  me  a  vast 
deal  of  business,  of  a  kind,  too,  that  I  am  unexperi 
enced  in,  and  by  my  distance  from  the  coast  is  very 
difficult  to  be  well  executed,  I  must  repeat  my  earnest 
request  that  some  person  of  skill  in  such  affairs  may 
be  appointed  in  the  character  of  consul  to  take  charge 
of  them.  I  imagine  that  much  would  by  that  means 
be  saved  in  the  expense  of  their  various  refittings  and 
supplies,  which  to  me  appears  enormous. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  Congress,  I  have  em 
ployed  one  of  the  best  artists  here  in  cutting  the  dies 
for  the  medal  intended  for  M.  de  Fleury.  The  price 
of  such  work  is  beyond  my  expectation,  being  a 
thousand  livres  for  each  die.  I  shall  try  if  it  is  not 
possible  to  have  the  others  done  cheaper. 

Our  exchange  of  prisoners  has  been  for  some  time 
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past  at  a  stand,  the  English  Admiralty  refusing,  after 
long  consideration,  to  give  us  any  men  in  return  for 
those  who  had  been  dismissed  by  our  armed  vessels 
on  parole,  and  the  actual  prisoners  we  had,  being  all 
exchanged.  When  the  squadron  of  Commodore 
Jones  arrived  in  the  Texel  with  five  hundred  English 
prisoners,  I  proposed  exchanging  there ;  but  this  was 
declined,  in  expectation,  as  I  heard  from  England,  of 
retaking  them  in  their  way  to  France.  The  stay  of 
our  ships  in  Holland,  through  the  favor  of  the  States, 
being  prolonged,  and  the  squadron  stationed  to  in 
tercept  us  being  tired  of  cruising  for  us,  the  British 
ministry  consented  at  length  to  a  cartel  with  France, 
and  brought  Frenchmen  to  Holland  to  exchange  for 
those  prisoners  instead  of  Americans.  These  pro 
ceedings  have  occasioned  our  poor  people  to  be  kept 
longer  in  confinement ;  but  the  Minister  of  the  Ma 
rine,  having  given  orders  that  I  should  have  as  many 
English,  another  cartel  charged  with  Americans  is 
now  daily  expected,  and  I  hope  in  a  few  months  to 
see  them  all  at  liberty.  This  for  their  sakes,  and  also 
to  save  expense ;  for  their  long  and  hard  imprison 
ment  induces  many  to  hazard  attempts  of  escaping  ; 
and  those  who  get  away  through  London  and  Hol 
land,  and  come  to  Paris  in  their  way  to  some  seaport 
in  France,  cost,  one  with  another,  I  believe,  near 
twenty  pounds  sterling  a  head. 

The  delays  in  the  exchange  have  I  think  been 
lengthened  by  the  Admiralty,  partly  with  the  view  of 
breaking  the  patience  of  our  people  and  inducing  them 
to  enter  the  English  service.  They  have  spared  no 
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pains  for  this  purpose,  and  have  prevailed  with  some. 
The  number  of  these  has  not  indeed  been  great,  and 
several  of  them  lost  their  lives  in  the  blowing  up  of 
the  Quebec.  I  am  also  lately  informed  from  London, 
that  the  flags  of  truce  with  prisoners  from  Boston, 
one  of  which  is  seized  as  British  property,  will  obtain 
no  Americans  in  exchange  ;  the  returned  English  be 
ing  told  that  they  had  no  authority  or  right  to  make 
such  agreements  with  rebels,  etc.  This  is  not  the 
only  instance  in  which  it  appears  that  a  few  late  suc 
cesses  have  given  that  nation  another  hour  of  insolence. 
And  yet  their  affairs  upon  the  whole  wear  a  very  un 
promising  aspect.  They  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
find  any  allies  in  Europe.  Holland  grows  daily  less 
and  less  disposed  to  comply  with  their  requisitions  ; 
Ireland  is  not  satisfied,  but  is  making  new  demands  ; 
Scotland  and  the  Protestants  in  England  are  uneasy, 
and  the  associations  of  counties  in  England,  with  com 
mittees  of  correspondence  to  make  reforms  in  the 
government,  all  taken  together,  give  a  good  deal  of  ap 
prehension  at  present,  even  to  their  mad  ministers ; 
while  their  debt,  on  the  point  of  amounting  to  the 
amazing  sum  of  two  hundred  millions,  hangs  as  a 
millstone  upon  the  neck  of  their  credit,  and  must  ere 
long  sink  it  beyond  redemption. 

The  disposition  of  this  court  continues  as  favorable 
as  ever,  though  it  cannot  comply  with  all  our  de 
mands.  The  supplies  required,  in  the  invoice  sent  me 
by  the  Committee,  appeared  too  great  and  numerous 
to  be  immediately  furnished.  Three  millions  of  livres 
were,  however,  granted  me,  with  which,  after  deduct- 
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ing  what  will  be  necessary  to  pay  the  interest  bills, 
and  other  late  drafts  of  Congress,  I  could  not  venture 
in  ordering  more  than  ten  thousand  suits  of  clothes. 
With  these,  we  shall  have  fifteen  thousand  arms  and 
accoutrements.  A  good  deal  of  the  cloth  goes  over 
in  the  Alliance,  purchased  by  Mr.  Ross,  which,  it  is 
computed,  may  make  seven  or  eight  thousand  suits 
more.  But  although  we  have  not  obtained  the  in 
voice  of  goods,  this  court  being  at  immense  expense 
in  the  preparations  for  the  next  campaign,  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  a  part  of  those  preparations 
will  be  employed  in  essential  assistance  to  the  United 
States,  and  I  hope  effectual,  though  at  present  I  can 
not  be  more  particular. 

I  have  sent  to  Mr.  Johnson  the  vote  of  Congress 
relative  to  the  settlement  of  the  accounts.  He  has 
expressed  his  readiness  to  enter  on  the  service.  Mr. 
Deane  is  soon  expected  here,  whose  presence  is  very 
necessary,  and  I  hope  with  his  help  they  may  be  gone 
through  without  much  difficulty.  I  could  have  wished 
it  had  suited  Mr.  Lee  to  have  been  here  at  the  same 
time. 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  who,  during  his  resi 
dence  in  France,  has  been  extremely  zealous  in  sup 
porting  our  cause  on  all  occasions,  returns  again  to 
fight  for  it.  He  is  infinitely  esteemed  and  beloved 
here,  and  I  am  persuaded  will  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  merit  a  continuance  of  the  same  affection 
from  America.  With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
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DCCCLIX. 

TO    GENERAL    GATES. 

PASSY,  5  March,  1780. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  of  the  Marquis  de  La 
fayette's  return  to  the  army  to  salute  you,  my  dear 
old  friend,  and  to  present  you  with  my  best  wishes 
for  your  health  and  prosperity. 

He  will  deliver  you  a  book,  lately  published  by 
General  Burgoyne,  to  explain  and  account  for  his 
misfortune.  The  perusal  may  amuse  you  ;  to  make 
the  work  complete,  methinks  he  ought  to  have  given 
us  in  it  his  proclamation  contrasted  with  his  capitu 
lation. 

We  are  making  great  preparation  here,  intending 
an  active  and  hoping  for  a  successful  campaign. 

May  God  give  us  soon  a  good  peace,  and  bring  you 
and  I  \sic\  together  again  over  a  chessboard,  where 
we  may  have  battles  without  bloodshed.  I  am  ever, 
with  the  highest  esteem,  dear  sir, 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLX. 

TO    GEORGE    WASHINGTON.1 

PASSY,  5  March,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  have  received  but  lately  the  letter  your 
Excellency  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  in  rec 
ommendation  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette.  His 
modesty  detained  it  long  in  his  own  hands.  We  be 
came  acquainted,  however,  from  the  time  of  his  ar- 

1  This  is  doubtless  the  letter  which       tremely   agreeable   at    head-quarters. 
Lafayette    had    said    would    be    ex-       Supra,  p.  14. 
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rival  at  Paris  ;  and  his  zeal  for  the  honor  of  our 
country,  his  activity  in  our  affairs  here,  and  his  firm 
attachment  to  our  cause  and  to  you,  impressed  me 
with  the  same  regard  and  esteem  for  him  that  your 
Excellency's  letter  would  have  done,  had  it  been  im 
mediately  delivered  to  me. 

Should  peace  arrive  after  another  campaign  or  two, 
and  afford  us  a  little  leisure,  I  should  be  happy  to  see 
your  Excellency  in  Europe,  and  to  accompany  you, 
if  my  age  and  strength  would  permit,  in  visiting  some 
of  its  ancient  and  most  famous  kingdoms.  You  would, 
on  this  side  of  the  sea,  enjoy  the  great  reputation  you 
have  acquired,  pure  and  free  from  those  little  shades 
that  the  jealousy  and  envy  of  a  man's  countrymen 
and  contemporaries  are  ever  endeavoring  to  cast  over 
living  merit.  Here  you  would  know,  and  enjoy,  what 
posterity  will  say  of  Washington.  For  a  thousand 
leagues  have  nearly  the  same  effect  with  a  thousand 
years.  The  feeble  voice  of  those  grovelling  passions 
cannot  extend  so  far  either  in  time  or  distance.  At 
present  I  enjoy  that  pleasure  for  you  ;  as  I  frequently 
hear  the  old  generals  of  this  martial  country,  who 
study  the  maps  of  America,  and  mark  upon  them  all 
your  operations,  speak  with  sincere  approbation  and 
great  applause  of  your  conduct  ;  and  join  in  giving 
you  the  character  of  one  of  the  greatest  captains  of 
the  age. 

I  must  soon  quit  this  scene,  but  you  may  live  to 
see  our  country  flourish,  as  it  will  amazingly  and  rap 
idly  after  the  war  is  over  ;  like  a  field  of  young  In 
dian  corn,  which  long  fair  weather  and  sunshine  had 
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enfeebled  and  discolored,  and  which  in  that  weak 
state,  by  a  thunder-gust  of  violent  wind,  hail,  and 
rain,  seemed  to  be  threatened  with  absolute  destruc 
tion  ;  yet  the  storm  being  past,  it  recovers  fresh  ver 
dure,  shoots  up  with  double  vigor,  and  delights  the 
eye,  not  of  its  owner  only,  but  of  every  observing 
traveller. 

The  best  wishes  that  can  be  formed  for  your  health, 
honor,  and  happiness,  ever  attend  you  from  yours,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLXI. 

TO    THE    CHEVALIER    DE    LA    LUZERNE.1 

PASSY,  5  March,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  received  with  great  pleasure  the  letter  you 
did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  from  Boston.  I 
rejoiced  to  hear  of  your  safe  arrival,  and  that  the 
reception  you  met  with  in  my  country  had  been 
agreeable  to  you.  I  hope  its  air  will  suit  you,  and 
that,  while  you  reside  in  it,  you  will  enjoy  constant 
health  and  happiness. 

Your  good  brother  does  me  sometimes  the  honor 
of  calling  on  me,  and  we  converse  in  English,  which 
he  speaks  very  intelligibly.  I  suppose  that  by  this 
time  you  do  the  same.  M.  de  Malesherbes  did  me 
lately  the  same  honor.  That  great  man  seems  to 
have  no  wish  of  returning  into  public  employment,  but 
amuses  himself  with  planting,  and  is  desirous  of  obtain- 

1  Successor  to  M.  Gerard,  as  Minister  from  the  French  Court  to  the  United 

States. 
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ing  all  those  trees  of  North  America  that  have  not 
yet  been  introduced  into  France.  Your  sending  him 
a  box  of  the  seeds  would,  I  am  persuaded,  much  oblige 
him.  They  may  be  obtained  of  my  young  friend 
Bartram,  living  near  Philadelphia. 

You  will  have  heard  that  Spain  has  lately  met  with 
a  little  misfortune  at  sea,  but  the  bravery  with  which 
her  ships  fought  a  vastly  superior  force  has  gained 
her  great  honor.  We  are  anxious  here  for  further 
news  from  that  coast,  which  is  daily  expected.  Great 
preparations  are  making  here  for  the  ensuing  cam 
paign,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  it  will  be  more 
active  and  successful  in  Europe  than  the  last. 

One  of  the  advantages  of  great  states  is  that  the 
calamity  occasioned  by  a  foreign  war  falls  only  on  a 
very  small  part  of  the  community  who  happen,  from 
their  situation  and  particular  circumstances,  to  be  ex 
posed  to  it.  Thus,  as  it  is  always  fair  weather  in  our 
parlors,  it  is  at  Paris  always  peace.  The  people  pur 
sue  their  respective  occupations  ;  the  play-houses,  the 
opera,  and  other  public  diversions  are  as  regularly  and 
fully  attended  as  in  times  of  profoundest  tranquillity, 
and  the  same  small  concerns  divide  us  into  parties. 
Within  these  few  weeks  we  are  for  or  against  Jean- 
not,  a  new  actor.  This  man's  performance  and  the 
marriage  of  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  fill  up  much  more 
of  our  present  conversation  than  any  thing  that  re 
lates  to  the  war.  A  demonstration,  this,  of  the  public 
felicity. 

My  grandson  joins  with  me  in  best  wishes  for  your 
health  and  prosperity.  He  is  much  flattered  by  your 
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kind  remembrance  of  him.  We  desire  also  that  M. 
de  Marbois x  would  accept  our  assurances  of  esteem. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir, 
etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLXII. 

TO    FRANCIS    HOPKINSON. 

PASSY,  6  March,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR: — I  thank  you  for  your  political  Squibs; 
they  are  well  made.  I  am  glad  to  find  you  have  such 
plenty  of  good  powder. 

You  propose  that  Kill-pig,  the  butcher,  should  op 
erate  upon  himself.  You  will  find  some  thoughts 
on  that  subject  in  a  little  piece  called  "  A  Merry 
Song  about  Murder,"  in  a  London  newspaper  I  send 
herewith. 

The  greatest  discovery  made  in  Europe  for  some 
time  past  is  that  of  Dr.  Ingenhousz's  relating  to  the 
great  use  of  the  leaves  of  trees  in  producing  whole 
some  air.  I  would  send  you  his  book  if  I  had  it.  A 
new  instrument  is  lately  invented  here, 2  a  kind  of 
telescope,  which,  by  means  of  Iceland  crystal,  occa 
sions  the  double  appearance  of  an  object,  and  the 
two  appearances  being  farther  distant  from  each  other 
in  proportion  to  the  distance  of  the  object  from  the 
eye,  by  moving  an  index  on  a  graduated  line  till  the 
two  appearances  coincide,  you  find  on  the  line  the  real 
distance  of  the  object.  I  am  not  enough  master  of 

1  Secretary  of  the  French  Legation  2  By    the    Abbe    Rochon,    of    the 

in  the  United  States.  French  Academy  of  Sciences. 
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this  instrument  to  describe  it  accurately,  having  seen 
it  but  once,  but  it  is  very  ingeniously  contrived. 

Remember  me  respectfully  to  your  mother  and  sis 
ters,  and  believe  me  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most 
affectionately,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLXIII. 

FROM  R.   BERNSTORFF,   MINISTER  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  IN 

DENMARK. 

COPENHAGEN,  8  March,  1780. 

SIR: — Were  you  a  person  less  known  and  respected,  I 
should  have  been  quite  at  a  loss  on  the  subject  of  the  letter, 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  you,  which  did 
not  come  to  hand  till  the  3 1st  of  January.  I  should  have 
considered  it  as  a  measure  calculated  to  place  us  under  a  new 
embarrassment  as  painful  as  the  first ;  but  there  is  no  fear 
nor  risk  with  such  a  sage  as  you  are,  sir,  generally  respected 
by  that  universe  which  you  have  enlightened,  and  known  for 
that  prevailing  love  for  truth  which  characterizes  the  good 
man  and  the  true  philosopher.  These  are  the  titles  which 
will  transmit  your  name  to  the  remotest  posterity,  and  in 
which  I  am  particularly  interested  at  the  time,  when  the  sit 
uation  of  affairs  imposes  on  me  the  necessity  of  divesting 
myself  of  every  public  character,  in  writing  to  you,  and  only 
to  aspire  at  appearing  to  you  what  I  truly  am,  the  earnest 
friend  of  peace,  truth,  and  merit. 

This  mode  of  thinking  not  only  decides  my  personal  senti 
ments  with  respect  to  you,  but  also  those  I  have  respecting 
the  unfortunate  affair,  which  you  have  thought  fit  to  men 
tion  to  me,  and  which,  from  its  commencement,  has  given 
me  the  utmost  pain.  You  will  readily  agree  with  me,  sir, 
in  granting  that  there  are  perplexing  situations  in  which  it 
is  impossible  to  avoid  displeasing  one  party.  You  are  too 
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equitable  not  to  enter  into  ours.  There  would  be  no  conso 
lation  in  such  cases,  nor  would  the  persons  who  have  been 
led  into  them  ever  be  forgiven,  were  it  not  that  opportuni 
ties  sometimes  present  themselves  of  being  heard,  and  pre 
venting  in  future  such  essential  embarrassments. 

The  Baron  de  Blome  will  speak  to  you  in  confidence,  and 
with  the  utmost  freedom  on  this  subject ;  and,  if  my  wishes 
can  be  accomplished,  I  shall  be  recompensed  for  all  my 
pains,  and  there  will  only  remain  the  agreeable  recollection 
of  having  had  the  satisfaction  of  assuring  you,  from  under 
my  hand,  of  that  perfect  esteem  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  of  being,  sir,  etc.,  R.  BERNSTORFF. 


DCCCLXIV. 

TO    CAPT.   LANDAIS. 

PASSY,  12  March,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  received  this  day  the  two  letters  you  did 
me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me,  dated  the  loth  and 
i  ith  inst. 

Having  already  twice  answered  very  clearly  and 
explicitly  your  demand  about  your  things,  it  seems 
unnecessary  to  say  any  thing  further  on  that  head. 
I  have  written  long  since  to  Capt.  Jones  to  deliver 
them  to  any  person  you  may  authorize  to  demand  and 
receive  them.  If  you  please,  you  may  give  that  au 
thority  to  the  agent  you  mention.  I  have  also  al 
ready  often  answered  your  demand  of  my  procuring 
for  you  a  passage  to  America. 

M.  de  Chaumont  having  had  the  payment  of  all 
expenses  in  equipping  the  squadron,  will,  I  suppose, 
have  the  payment  of  the  prize-money.  None  of  it 
will  pass  through  my  hands. 
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After  the  continual  quarrels  between  you  and  the 
people  of  the  Alliance,  from  the  time  of  your  taking 
the  command  of  her  at  Boston  ;  after  the  repeated 
written  complaints  made  to  me  by  you  of  the  officers, 
and  by  the  officers  of  you  during  all  the  time  from 
your  arrival  in  Europe  to  your  departure  on  your 
last  cruise  ;  after  having  acquainted  me  in  writing 
with  your  resolution  not  to  continue  in  the  command 
with  such  officers,  and  expressing  the  same  disposi 
tion  in  discourse  to  M.  Chaumont  ;  after  being,  as 
you  say,  four  months  in  Paris,  in  all  which  time  you 
never  gave  the  least  intimation  of  a  wish  to  return  to 
.her,  nor  desired  any  thing  of  me  relating  to  her  but 
to  have  your  things  out  of  her,  it  is  really  surprising 
to  be  now  told  that  the  officers  and  crew  like  you  for 
their  captain,  and  that  they  hate  their  present  com 
mander — of  whom,  however,  they  have  not  made  to 
me  the  least  complaint ; — and  to  have  now  for  the 
first  time  a  demand  from  you  of  being  replaced  in 
that  ship,  made  only  when  you  know  she  is  just  on 
the  point  of  sailing.  The  demand,  however,  may 
perhaps  be  made  chiefly  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  a 
refusal,  of  which  you  seem  more  earnestly  desirous, 
as  the  having  it  to  produce,  may  be  of  service  to  you 
in  America.  I  will  not,  therefore,  deny  it  to  you, 
and  it  shall  be  as  positive  and  clear  as  you  require  it. 
No  one  has  ever  learnt  from  me  the  opinion  I  formed 
of  you  from  the  inquiry  made  into  your  conduct.  I 
kept  it  entirely  to  myself.  I  have  not  even  hinted  it 
in  my  letters  to  America,  because  I  would  not  hazard 
giving  to  any  one  a  bias  to  your  prejudice.  By  com- 


1780]  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN.  33 

mtmicating  a  part  of  that  opinion  privately  to  you  it 
can  do  you  no  harm,  for  you  may  burn  it.  I  should 
not  give  you  the  pain  of  reading  it  if  your  demand 
did  not  make  it  necessary.  I  think  you,  then,  so 
impudent,  so  litigious  and  quarrelsome  a  man,  even 
with  your  best  friends,  that  peace  and  good  order, 
and,  consequently,  the  quiet  and  regular  subordina 
tion  so  necessary  to  success,  are,  where  you  preside, 
impossible.  These  are  matters  within  my  observa 
tion  and  comprehension  ;  your  military  operations  I 
leave  to  more  capable  judges.  If,  therefore,  I  had 
twenty  ships  of  war  in  my  disposition,  I  should  not 
give  one  of  them  to  Captain  Landais.  The  same 
temper  which  excluded  him  from  the  French  marine 
would  weigh  equally  with  me.  Of  course  I  shall  not 
replace  him  in  the  Alliance. 

I  am  assured,  however,  that  as  captain  of  a  mer 
chant  ship  you  have  two  very  good  qualities  highly 
useful  to  your  owners,  viz.,  economy  and  integrity  ; 
for  these  I  esteem  you,  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

P.  S. — I  have  passed  over  all  the  charges  made  or 
insinuated  against  me  in  your  letters  and  angry  con 
versations,  because  I  would  avoid  continuing  an  alter 
cation  for  which  I  have  neither  time  nor  inclination. 
You  will  carry  them  to  America,  where  I  must  be  ac 
countable  for  my  conduct  towards  you,  and  where  it 
will  be  my  duty,  if  I  cannot  justify  myself,  to  submit 
to  any  censures  I  may  have  merited.  Our  corre 
spondence,  which  cannot  be  pleasant  to  either  of  us, 
may  therefore,  if  you  please,  end  here. 
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DCCCLXV. 

TO    JAMES    LOVELL. 

PASSY,  1 6  March,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — The  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  our  firm 
and  constant  friend,  returning  to  America,  I  have 
written  a  long  letter  by  him  to  the  President,  of 
which  a  copy  goes  by  this  ship.  M.  Gerard  is  since 
arrived,  and  I  have  received  the  despatches  you  men 
tioned  to  me,  but  no  letter  in  answer  to  mine,  a  very 
long  one,  by  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  nor  any 
acknowledgment  that  it  came  to  hand. 

By  the  many  newspapers  and  pamphlets  I  send, 
you  will  see  the  present  state  of  European  affairs  in 
general.  Ireland  continues  to  insist  on  complete  lib 
erty,  and  will  probably  obtain  it.  The  meetings  of 
counties  in  England,  and  the  committees  of  correspond 
ence  they  appoint,  alarm  a  good  deal  the  ministry, 
especially  since  it  has  been  proposed  to  elect  out  of 
each  committee  a  few  persons  to  assemble  in  London, 
which,  if  carried  into  execution,  will  form  a  kind  of 
Congress,  that  will  have  more  of  the  confidence  and 
support  of  the  people  than  the  old  Parliament.  If  the 
nation  is  not  too  corrupt,  as  I  rather  think  it  is,  some 
considerable  reformation  of  internal  abuses  may  be 
expected  from  this.  With  regard  to  us,  the  only  ad 
vantage  to  be  reasonably  expected  from  it  is  a  peace, 
the  general  bent  of  the  nation  being  for  it. 

The  success  of  Admiral  Rodney's  fleet  against  our 
allies  has  a  little  elated  our  enemies  for  the  present, 
and  probably  they  will  not  now  think  of  proposing  it. 
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If  the  approaching  campaign,  for  which  great  prepara 
tions  are  making  here,  should  end  disadvantageously 
to  them  they  will  be  more  treatable  ;  for  their  debts 
and  taxes  are  daily  becoming  more  burdensome,  while 
their  commerce,  the  source  of  their  wealth,  diminishes  ; 
and,  though  they  have  flattered  themselves  with  ob 
taining  assistance  from  Russia  and  other  powers,  it 
does  not  appear  they  are  likely  to  succeed  ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  are  in  danger  of  losing  the  neutrality 
of  Holland. 

Their  conduct  with  regard  to  the  exchange  of  pris 
oners  has  been  very  unjust.  After  long  suspense  and 
affected  delays  for  the  purpose  of  wearing  out  our 
poor  people,  they  have  finally  refused  to  deliver  us  a 
man  in  exchange  for  those  set  at  liberty  by  our  cruisers 
on  parole.  A  letter,  which  I  enclose,  from  Captain 
Mitchell,  will  show  the  treatment  of  the  late  flags  of 
truce  from  Boston.  There  is  no  gaining  any  thing 
from  these  barbarians  by  advances  of  civility  or  hu 
manity. 

Enclosed  I  send  for  Congress  the  justification  of 
this  court  against  the  accusation  published  in  the  late 
English  memorials.  With  great  esteem,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLXVI. 

TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

PASSY,  1 6  March,  1780. 

SIR  : — The  bearer  of  this,  Captain  Hutchins,  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  but  many  years  in  the  English 
service,  has  lately  escaped  from  England,  where  he 
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suffered  considerably  for  his  attachment  to  the  Ameri 
can  cause.  He  is  esteemed  a  good  officer  and  an 
excellent  engineer,  and  is  desirous  of  being  service 
able  to  his  country.  I  enclose  his  memorial  to  me,  a 
great  part  of  which  is  consistent  with  my  knowledge ; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  the  favorable 
notice  of  Congress,  when  any  affair  occurs  in  which 
his  talents  may  be  useful.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

DCCCLXVII. 

TO    THOMAS    BOND.1 

PASSY,  16  March,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  your  kind  letter  of  Sep 
tember  the  22d,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  pleasing  ac 
count  you  give  me  of  the  health  and  welfare  of  my 
old  friends,  Hugh  Roberts,  Luke  Morris,  Philip  Syng, 
Samuel  Rhoads,  etc.,  with  the  same  of  yourself  and 
family.  Shake  the  old  ones  by  the  hand  for  me,  and 
give  the  young  ones  my  blessing.  For  my  own  part, 
I  do  not  find  that  I  grow  any  older.  Being  arrived 
at  seventy,  and  considering  that  by  travelling  farther 
in  the  same  road  I  should  probably  be  led  to  the 
grave,  I  stopped  short,  turned  about,  and  walked 
back  again  ;  which  having  done  these  four  years,  you 
may  now  call  me  sixty-six.  Advise  those  old  friends 
of  ours  to  follow  my  example  ;  keep  up  your  spirits, 
and  that  will  keep  up  your  bodies  ;  you  will  no  more 
stoop  under  the  weight  of  age  than  if  you  had  swal 
lowed  a  handspike. 

1 A  popular  physician  in  Philadelphia. 
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I  am  glad  the  Philosophical  Society  made  that  com 
pliment  to  M.  Gerard.  I  wish  they  would  do  the 
same  to  M.  Feutry,  a  worthy  gentleman  here,  and  to 
Dr.  Ingenhousz,  who  has  made  some  great  discoveries 
lately  respecting  the  leaves  of  trees  in  improving  air 
for  the  use  of  animals.  He  will  send  you  his  book. 
He  is  physician  to  the  Empress  Queen.  I  have  not 
yet  seen  your  piece  on  inoculation.  Remember  me 
respectfully  and  affectionately  to  Mrs.  Bond,  your 
children,  and  all  friends.  I  am  ever,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 

P.  S. — I  have  bought  some  valuable  books  which 
I  intend  to  present  to  the  Society,  but  shall  not  send 
them  till  safer  times. 


DCCCLXVIII. 

TO    SAMUEL    COOPER. 

PASSV,  16  March,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  your  kind  favor  by  Captain 
Chavagnes,  which  I  communicated  to  the  minister  of 
marine,  who  was  much  pleased  with  the  character  you 
give  of  the  captain.  I  have  also  yours  of  November 
1 2th,  by  your  grandson,  who  appears  a  very  promis 
ing  lad,  in  whom  I  think  you  will  have  much  satisfac 
tion.  He  is  in  a  boarding-school  just  by  me,  and 
was  well  last  Sunday,  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  his 
company  to  dinner  with  Mr.  Adams'  sons  and  some 
other  young  Americans.  He  will  soon  acquire  the 
language  ;  and,  if  God  spares  his  life,  will  make  a  very 
serviceable  man  to  his  country. 
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It  gives  me  infinite  satisfaction  to  find  that,  with 
you,  the  wisest  and  best  among  our  people  are  so 
hearty  in  endeavoring  to  strengthen  the  alliance.  We 
certainly  owe  much  to  this  nation  ;  and  we  shall  ob 
tain  much  more,  if  the  same  prudent  conduct  towards 
them  continues,  for  they  really  and  strongly  wish  our 
prosperity,  and  will  promote  it  by  every  means  in 
their  power.  But  we  should  at  the  same  time  do  as 
much  as  possible  for  ourselves,  and  not  ride  (as  we 
say)  a  free  horse  to  death.  There  are  some  Ameri 
cans  returning  hence,  with  whom  our  people  should 
be  upon  their  guard,  as  carrying  with  them  a  spirit  of 
enmity  to  this  country.  Not  being  liked  here  them 
selves,  they  dislike  the  people  ;  for  the  same  reason, 
indeed,  they  ought  to  dislike  all  that  know  them. 
With  the  sincerest  respect  and  esteem,  I  am  ever,  my 
dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLXIX. 

TO    CYRUS    GRIFFIN. 

PASSY,  16  March,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  have  just  received  the  letter  you  have  done 
me  the  honor  to  write  to  me,  and  shall  immediately 
deliver  the  packet  it  recommends  to  my  care.  I  will 
take  the  first  opportunity  of  mentioning  to  M.  Gerard 
what  you  hint,  relative  to  our  not  entertaining  stran 
gers  so  frequently  and  liberally,  as  is  the  custom  in 
France.  But  he  has  travelled  in  Europe,  and  knows 
that  modes  of  nations  differ.  The  French  are  con- 
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vivial,  live  much  at  one  another's  tables,  and  are  glad 
to  feast  travellers.  In  Italy  and  Spain,  a  stranger, 
however  well  recommended,  rarely  dines  at  the  house 
of  any  gentleman,  but  lives  at  his  inn.  The  Ameri 
cans  hold  a  medium.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLXX. 

TO    JOHN    PAUL    JONES. 

PASSY,  1 8  March,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  your  letter  relating  to  the 
bullets  of  the  engineer  in  Denmark,  and  shall  write 
thither  accordingly.  I  have  also  just  received  yours 
of  the  1 3th.  Mr.  Ross  writes  to  me  that  he  finds  a 
difficulty  in  passing  the  goods  to  you  from  L'Isle 
Noirmoutier.  I  do,  therefore,  now  desire  you,  if 
practicable,  to  call  at  or  off  that  island,  in  order  to 
take  them  on  board,  their  speedy  and  safe  arrival  in 
America  being  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  the 
army.  I  have  sent  my  despatches  by  Mr.  Wharton, 
who  set  off  yesterday  morning.  When  they  arrive, 
and  you  have  got  the  cloth  on  board,  I  know  of  noth 
ing  to  retard  your  proceeding  directly  to  such  port  in 
North  America  as  you  shall  judge  most  likely  to  be 
reached  with  safety.  If  in  other  respects  equal,  Phil 
adelphia  is  to  be  preferred. 

I  wish  the  prize-money  due  to  your  people  could 
be  paid,  before  they  go.  I  have  spoken  often  about 
it.  As  to  the  prizes  sent  in  to  Norway,  you  know 
they  were  delivered  back  to  the  English  by  the  court 
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of  Denmark.  I  have  reclaimed  them  by  a  strong  me 
morial,  but  have  yet  received  no  answer ;  and  it  is 
doubted  whether  we  shall  recover  any  thing,  unless 
by  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  from  the  Congress, 
against  the  subjects  of  that  kingdom,  which,  perhaps, 
in  the  present  circumstances,  it  may  not  be  thought 
proper  soon  to  grant.  The  ships  of  war  that  you 
took  are,  I  hear,  to  be  valued,  the  king  intending  to 
purchase  them  ;  and  the  muster-roll  of  the  Bonhomme 
Richard  is  wanting,  in  order  to  regulate  the  propor 
tions  to  each  ship.  These  things  may  take  time.  I 
have  considered,  that  the  people  of  the  Bonhomme 
may  want  some  little  supplies  for  the  voyage,  and, 
therefore,  if  these  proportions  should  not  be  regulated 
and  paid  before  you  sail,  and  you  find  it  necessary, 
you  may  draw  on  me  as  far  as  twenty-four  thousand 
livres  to  advance  to  them,  for  which  they  are  to  be 
accountable  ;  but  do  not  exceed  that  sum.  I  do  this 
to  prevent,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  the  bad  effects  of 
any  uneasiness  among  them  ;  for  I  suppose  that  regu 
larly  all  payments  to  seamen  should  be  made  at  home. 
A  grand  convoy,  I  understand,  is  to  sail  from  Brest 
about  the  end  of  this  month,  or  beginning  of  the  next. 
It  is  of  great  importance  to  the  United  States  that 
not  only  the  Alliance,  but  the  merchantmen  that  may 
sail  under  her  convoy,  should  safely  arrive  there.  If 
it  will  be  convenient  and  practicable  for  you  to  join 
that  convoy,  and  sail  with  it  till  off  the  coast,  I  wish 
it  may  be  done.  But  I  leave  it  to  your  discretion 
and  judgment.  I  have  no  further  instructions  to  give, 
but,  committing  you  to  the  protection  of  Providence, 
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I  wish  you  a  prosperous  voyage,  and  a  happy  sight  of 
your  friends  in  America ;  being  with  great  esteem, 
etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

DCCCLXXI. 

TO    JOSEPH    REED,   PRESIDENT    OF    PENNSYLVANIA. 

PASSY,  19  March,   1780. 

SIR  : — I  beg  leave  to  introduce  to  your  Excel 
lency's  acquaintance  and  civilities  the  Chevalier  de 
Chastellux,  Major-General  in  the  French  troops,  now 
about  to  embark  for  America,  whom  I  have  long 
known  and  esteemed  highly  in  his  several  characters 
of  a  soldier,  a  gentleman,  and  a  man  of  letters.  His 
excellent  book  on  "  Public  Happiness "  shows  him 
the  friend  to  mankind,  and  as  such  entitles  him,  wher 
ever  he  goes,  to  their  respect  and  good  offices.  He  is 
particularly  a  friend  to  our  cause,  and  I  am  sure  your 
Excellency  will  have  great  pleasure  in  his  conversa 
tion.1  With  great  esteem  and  respect, 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLXXII. 

TO    JOSEPH    REED. 

PASSY,  19  March,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  have  just  received  the  pamphlet  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  send  me  by  M.  Gerard,  and  have 
read  it  with  pleasure.  Not  only  as  the  clear  state  of 

1  The  Chevalier  de  Chastellux  came  dans  1'Amerique  Septentrionale."      It 
to  the  United  States  with  Count  de  was  translated  into  English  and  Ger- 
Rochambeau's  army.      After   his   re-  man,  and  the  title  of  Marquis  was  con- 
turn  he  published  an  account  of  his  ferred  on  him. — EDITOR. 
travels,  in  a  work  entitled  "Voyages 
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facts,  it  does  you  honor,  but  as  it  proves  the  falsehood 
of  a  man  who  also  showed  no  regard  to  truth  in  what 
he  said  of  me  :  "  that  I  approved  of  the  propositions  he 
carried  over."  l  The  truth  is  this:  His  brother,  Mr. 
Pulteney,  came  here  with  those  propositions  ;  and 
after  stipulating  that,  if  I  did  not  approve  of  them,  I 
should  not  speak  of  them  to  any  person,  he  commu 
nicated  them  to  me.  I  told  him  frankly,  on  his  de 
siring  to  know  my  sentiments,  that  I  DID  NOT  approve 
of  them,  and  that  I  was  sure  they  WOULD  NOT  be  ac 
cepted  in  America.  "  But,"  I  said,  "  there  are  two 
other  commissioners  here  ;  I  will,  if  you  please,  show 
your  propositions  to  them,  and  you  wrill  hear  their 
opinions.  I  will  also  show  them  to  the  ministry  here, 
without  whose  knowledge  and  concurrence  we  can 
take  no  step  in  such  affairs."  "  No,"  said  he,  "  as 
you  do  not  approve  of  them,  it  can  answer  no  pur 
pose  to  show  them  to  anybody  else ;  the  reasons  that 
weigh  with  you  will  also  weigh  with  them ;  therefore, 
I  now  pray  that  no  mention  may  be  made  of  my  hav 
ing  been  here,  or  my  business."  To  this  I  agreed, 
and  therefore  nothing  could  be  more  astonishing  to 
me  than  to  see,  in  an  American  newspaper,  that  di 
rect  lie,  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Johnstone,  joined  with 
two  other  falsehoods  relating  to  the  time  of  the  treaty 
and  to  the  opinion  of  Spain  ! 

In  proof  of  the  above,  I  enclose  a  certificate  of  a 
friend  of  Mr.  Pulteney's,  the  only  person  present  at 
our  interview ;  and  I  do  it  the  rather  at  this  time,  be- 

1  Alluding  to  a  statement  made  by       Congress.       See     "  Remembrancer," 
Governor  Johnstone,  one  of  the  Brit-       vol.  VII.,  pp.  8-18. 
ish   Commissioners  for  treating  with 
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cause  I  am  informed  that  another  calumniator  (the 
same  who  formerly  in  his  private  letters  to  particular 
members  accused  you,  with  Messrs.  Jay,  Duane, 
Langdon,  and  Harrison,  of  betraying  the  secrets  of 
Congress  in  a  correspondence  with  the  ministry)  has 
made  this  transaction  with  Mr.  Pulteney  an  article  of 
accusation  against  me,  as  having  approved  the  same 
propositions.  He  proposes,  I  understand,  to  settle 
in  your  government.  I  caution  you  to  beware  of 
him  ;  for,  in  sowing  suspicions  and  jealousies,  in  cre 
ating  misunderstandings  and  quarrels  among  friends, 
in  malice,  subtility,  and  indefatigable  industry,  he 
has,  I  think,  no  equal.1 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  you  continue  to  preside  in 
our  new  State,  as  it  shows  that  your  public  conduct 
is  approved  by  the  people.  You  have  had  a  difficult 
time,  which  required  abundance  of  prudence,  and  you 

1  The  person  here  alluded  to  was  where  he  could  do  neither  harm  nor 

Arthur  Lee.  The  evidences  of  Mr.  good.  A  few  paragraphs  from  Mr. 

Lee's  hostility  to  Dr.  Franklin,  and  Lee's  letters  will  set  this  subject  in  a 

the  justice  of  this  censure,  severe  as  it  clearer  light.  To  Samuel  Adams  he 

is,  abounds  in  this  correspondence.  writes,  on  the  4th  of  October,  1777  : 

"  It  seems  to  us,"  says  a  writer  in  '  I  have  within  this  year  been  at  the 

the  North  American  Review,  "  that  several  courts  of  Spain,  Vienna,  and 

there  is  another  and  much  deeper  Berlin,  and  I  find  this  of  France  is 

cause  of  the  settled  enmity  of  Mr.  Lee  the  great  -wheel  that  moves  them  all. 

to  Dr.  Franklin,  which  he  never  pre-  Here,  therefore,  the  most  activity  is 

tended  to  conceal  in  conversation,  or  requisite,  and  if  it  should  ever  be  a 

in  writing  to  his  friends,  after  he  had  question  in  Congress  about  my  desti- 

been  a  few  months  in  Paris.  It  is  well  nation,  I  should  be  much  obliged  toyou 

known  that  all  his  interest,  and  that  for  remembering  that  I  shoiild  prefer 

of  his  friends  in  Congress,  were  used  being  at  the  court  of  France.' — '  Life 

to  procure  Dr.  Franklin's  recall  from  of  Arthur  Lee,'  vol.  II.,  p.  113. 

France,  with  the  view  of  securing  Mr.  Again,  on  the  same  day  he  writes  to 

Lee's  appointment  in  his  stead.  His  his  brother,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  then 

letters  were  filled  with  censures  of  Dr.  in  Congress  :  '  My  idea  of  adapting 

Franklin's  conduct,  boldly  affirming  characters  and  places  is  this  :  Dr. 

his  unfitness  for  such  a  station,  and  at  Franklin  to  Vienna,  as  the  first,  most 

all  events  recommending  that,  if  it  was  respectable,  and  quiet ;  Mr.  Deane  to 

impossible  to  effect  his  recall,  he  should  Holland  ;  and  the  Alderman  [William 

be  sent  to  an  interior  government,  Lee]  to  Berlin,  as  the  commercial  de- 
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have  been  equal  to  the  occasion.  The  disputes  about 
the  Constitution  seem  to  have  subsided.  It  is  much 
admired  here  and  all  over  Europe,  and  will  draw  over 
many  families  of  fortune  to  settle  under  it  as  soon  as 
there  is  a  peace.  The  defects  that  may  on  seven 
years'  trial  be  found  in  it  can  be  amended  when  the 
time  comes  for  considering  them.  With  great  and 
sincere  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Certificate  referred  to  above. 

DEAR  SIR: — I  send  you  adjoined  the  certificate  you  de 
sire,  and  am  perfectly  convinced,  from  conversations  I  have 


partment  ;  Mr.  Izard  where  he  is  ; 
Mr.  Jennings  at  Madrid,  his  reserve 
and  circumspection  being  excellently 
well  adapted  to  that  court.  France 
remains  the  centre  of  political  activity, 
and  here,  therefore,  I  should  choose  to 
be  employed.' — P.  115.  Again,  to  Rich 
ard  Henry  Lee  :  '  Things  go  on  worse 
and  worse  every  day  among  ourselves, 
and  our  situation  is  more  painful.  I 
see  in  every  department  neglect,  dis 
sipation,  and  private  schemes.  Being 
in  trust  here,  I  am  responsible  for 
what  I  cannot  prevent  ;  those  very 
men  will  probably  be  the  instruments 
of  having  me  called  to  an  account  one 
day  for  their  misdeeds.  There  is  but 
one  -way  of  redressing  this,  and  reme 
dying  the  public  evil ;  that  is,  the  plan 
I  before  sent  you,  of  appointing  the 
Doctor,  honoris  causd,  to  Vienna  ; 
Mr.  Deane  to  Holland  ;  Mr.  Jennings 
to  Madrid  ;  and  leaving  me  here.  In 
that  case  I  should  have  it  in  my  power 
to  call  those  to  an  account,  through 
whose  hands  I  know  the  public  money 
has  passed,  and  which  will  either  never 
be  accounted  for  or  misaccounted  for 
by  the  contrivance  of  those  who  are  to 
share  in  the  public  plunder.' — P.  127. 
Here  truly  is  a  most  persuasive  argu 
ment  for  Coiigress  to  make  Mr.  Lee 
Minister  to  France.  What  a  frightful 
picture  is  here  drawn  of  the  misman 


agement,  disorders,  and  distracted  con 
dition  of  the  American  affairs  at  that 
court,  and  what  deplorable  conse 
quences  must  ensue,  unless  that  '  one 
ivay '  is  resorted  to,  of  sending  Dr. 
Franklin  to  the  capital  of  Austria,  and 
sending  Mr.  Lee  to  turn  the  ''great 
wheel '  at  Paris  ;  by  the  magical  move 
ments  of  which,  under  his  control, 
an  infallible  remedy  will  be  ap 
plied,  and  a  radical  reform  suddenly 
effected  ! 

' '  In  another  letter  to  Samuel  Adams, 
the  same  alluring  prospect  is  again  held 
out,  on  the  easy  condition  only  of  the 
same  arrangement :  '  If  M.  Lloyd  is 
appointed  agent,  Dr.  Franklin  sent  to 
Vienna,  Mr.  Deane  to  Holland,  and 
/  am  left  here,  we  shall  all  act  in  con 
cert  ;  and  not  only  have  a  full  inquiry 
made  into  the  expenditure  of  the  pub 
lic  money,  but  establish  that  order,  de 
cency,  and  regularity,  which  are  lately 
banished  from  the  public  business  at 
present,  so  as  to  involve  us  in  contin 
ual  confusion  and  expense.' — P.  137. 
Here  we  have  the  same  modesty  in  the 
proposal,  and  the  same  temptation  to 
comply  with  it." — North  American 
Review,  vol.  xxx.,  p.  505. 

Mr.  Lee  wrote  as  follows  to  Mr. 
Lovell,  then  in  Congress  :  "  There 
is  nothing  of  which  I  am  more  per 
suaded,  than  that  Duane  [a  member 
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since  had  with  Mr.  Pulteney,  that  nobody  was  authorized  to 
hold  the  language  which  has  been  imputed  to  him  on  that 
subject,  and  as  I  have  a  high  opinion  of  his  candor  and 
worth,  I  know  it  must  be  painful  to  him  to  be  brought  into 
question  in  matters  of  fact  with  persons  he  esteems.  I  could 
wish  that  this  matter  may  receive  no  further  publicity  than 
what  is  necessary  for  your  justification.  I  am,  etc., 

W.  ALEXANDER. 


PARIS,  19  March,  1780. 

I  do  hereby  certify  whom  it  may  concern  that  I  was  with 
Mr.  Pulteney  and  Dr.  Franklin  at  Paris,  when,  in  a  conver 
sation  between  them  on  the  subject  of  certain  propositions 
for  a  reconciliation  with  America  offered  by  Mr.  Pulteney, 

of  Congress  from  New  York]  is  a  se 
cret,  treacherous,  and  dangerous  en 
emy  to  the  United  States.  If  Con 
gress  are  satisfied  that,  while  from  the 
feebleness  of  our  marine  the  enemy's 
vessels  of  every  description  are  plun 
dering  our  commerce  and  our  coast, 
one  of  our  best  frigates,  the  Alliance, 
should  be  kept  upon  a  cruising  job  of 
Chaumont  and  Dr.  Franklin,  I  shall 
be  much  surprised.  I  am  sure  that 
the  latter  would  never  have  ventured 
to  do  so  criminal  an  act,  were  he  not 
resolved  never  to  return  to  his  country 
to  give  an  account  of  his  conduct, 
which,  without  some  extraordinary 
conjuncture,  or  a  total  violation  of 
justice,  could  not  escape  the  severest 
condemnation." — Paris,  November  5, 
1779- 

He  criminated  others,  as  well  as 
Dr.  Franklin.  Relative  to  the  trans 
actions  of  Congress  in  the  affair  of 
Mr.  Deane,  after  that  Commissioner 
returned  from  France,  he  wrote  : 
"  There  is,  you  may  depend  upon  it, 
some  deep  design  against  our  inde 
pendence  at  the  bottom.  Many  of  the 
faction  are,  I  know,  actuated  by  the 
desire  of  getting  or  retaining  the  piib- 
lic  plunder ;  but  besides  this,  Duane, 
Jay,  Morris,  and  others,  who  were 
originally  against  our  independence, 
have  it  certainly  in  view  to  bring  its 


back  to  our  former  denomination.  Be 
sides  the  invincible  desire  such  men 
have  of  seeing  their  system  triumph 
ant,  you  know  what  offers  of  emolu 
ment  and  honors  have  been  thrown 
out,  as  a  reward  for  those  who  will  ef 
fect  this  so  much  desired  end  for  the 
king  and  his  ministers.  The  same 
men  who  have  been  tempted  by  ava 
rice  to  plunder  the  public,  have  ava 
rice,  vanity,  and  ambition  to  tempt 
them  to  sell  the  public" — Paris,  May 
28,  1779. 

Again,  he  wrote  to  J.  J.  Pringle  : 
' '  So  effectually  have  the  seeds  sown 
by  the  father  of  corruption  here  pros 
pered  both  in  Europe  and  America, 
that  every  thing  yields  to  it.  Dumas 
has  been  at  Passy  some  weeks,  but  is 
not  permitted  to  come  near  me.  Sayre 
tells  me  his  object  is  to  get  the  agency 
for  a  loan  into  the  hands  of  a  French 
house.  If  he  offers  good  private  rea 
sons,  it  will  embarrass  the  good  Doc 
tor  exceedingly,  because  the  house  of 
Grand,  in  whose  hands  it  is  at  present, 
is  in  partnership  with  Deane  (in  which 
probably  the  Doctor  may  share),  and, 
therefore,  it  will  wound  those  honora 
ble  and  friendly  feelings  which  bind 
them  together.  As  to  the  puhlic,  that 
is  out  of  the  question." — Paris,  Au 
gust  3,  T779. 
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Dr.  Franklin  said  he  did  not  approve  of  them,  nor  did  he 
think  they  would  be  approved  in  America,  but  that  he  would 
communicate  them  to  his  colleagues  and  the  French  minis 
try.  This  Mr.  Pulteney  opposed,  saying  that  it  would  an 
swer  no  good  end,  as  he  was  persuaded  that  what  weighed 
with  Dr.  Franklin  would  weigh  also  with  them  ;  and  there 
fore  desired  that  no  mention  might  be  made  of  his  having 
offered  such  propositions,  or  even  of  his  having  been  here  on 
such  business,  but  that  the  whole  might  be  buried  in  obliv 
ion,  agreeably  to  what  had  been  stipulated  by  Mr.  Pulteney, 
and  agreed  to  by  Dr.  Franklin,  before  the  propositions  were 
produced,  which  Dr.  Franklin  accordingly  promised. 

W.  ALEXANDER. 


DCCCLXXIII. 

TO    M.   DE    SARTINE. 

PASSY,  20  March,  1780. 

SIR  : — In  compliance  with  your  Excellency's  opinion 
expressed  in  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writ 
ing  to  me  on  the  I4th  of  October  last,  that  I  should 
send  for  Captain  Landais  to  Paris  to  give  an  account 
of  his  conduct  respecting  the  last  engagement  with 
the  Serapis,  wherein  it  had  appeared  to  your  Excel 
lency,  "  that  if  the  frigate  Alliance,  which  he  com 
manded,  had  seconded  the  Bonhomme  Richard  by 
engaging  at  the  same  time,  the  advantage  gained  by 
Commodore  Jones  would  have  been  sooner  obtained, 
have  cost  fewer  lives,  and  not  have  left  the  Bonhomme 
Richard  in  such  a  condition  as  to  sink  in  thirty-six 
hours  after  the  combat,"  I  immediately  wrote  to  the 
said  Captain  Landais,  acquainting  him  with  that  and 
other  charges  against  him,  and  directing  him  to  ren- 
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der  himself  here,  and  to  bring  with  him  such  evidence 
as  he  could  obtain  and  should  think  proper  for  his 
justification  ;  and  I  wrote  at  the  same  time  to  the 
Commodore,  acquainting1  him  with  this  step,  and 
directing  him  to  send  me  the  evidence  he  had  to 
support  the  charges  against  Captain  Landais,  con 
tained  in  his  letters.  Captain  Landais,  who  had  also 
himself  desired  of  me  to  order  an  enquiry,  was  neces 
sarily  detained  some  time  after  in  Holland,  sundry 
accidents,  such  as  the  delay  of  Commodore  Jones' 
expected  proofs,  and  the  indisposition  at  different 
times  of  myself  and  Captain  Landais,  have  drawn  the 
enquiry  to  a  length  unexpected,  and  after  all  I  find 
so  much  contradiction  in  the  declarations  of  the  par 
ties  and  in  the  written  evidence  adduced  in  support 
of  them,  and  such  an  insufficiency  of  marine  knowl 
edge  in  myself,  when  all  the  possibilities  are  to  be 
considered  of  this  or  that  manoeuvre  of  a  ship  under 
the  various  circumstances  of  wind,  tide,  and  situation, 
that  I  cannot  presume,  even  if  I  had  authority  for  so 
doing,  to  condemn  the  conduct  of  Captain  Landais, 
or  to  advise  the  Congress  to  erase  his  name  from  the 
list  of  their  sea-officers.  His  regular  trial  will  be 
before  a  court-martial,  consisting  of  a  competent 
number  of  such  officers,  which  can  only  be  found  in 
America  ;  and  to  that  I  must  therefore  refer  him. 
That  court  will  judge  how  far  he  is  chargeable  with 
disobedience  to  orders,  delay  in  coming  to  the  assist 
ance  of  the  commodore,  or  neglect  of  taking  the 
merchant  ships.  I  will  only  venture  to  give  your 
Excellency  an  opinion  of  mine  in  his  favor,  that  his 
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firing  into  that  ship  instead  of  the  Serapis,  if  that 
fact  should  be  found  clear,  could  never  have  been  the 
effect  of  design,  but  merely  from  accident  occasioned 
by  the  night,  or  the  natural  spreading  of  shot,  for 
though  it  appeared  in  the  course  of  the  enquiry  that 
a  mortal  quarrel  had  arisen  during  the  cruise  between 
the  commodore  and  him,  human  nature  is  not  yet  so 
depraved  as  to  hazard  the  killing  of  many  for  the 
chance  of  hurting  one  ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  if  Cap 
tain  Landais  had  given  such  orders  his  people  would 
have  obeyed  them.  All  I  can  farther  do  is  to  trans 
mit  to  Congress  copies  of  the  minutes  of  the  enquiry 
with  the  papers  produced,  and  to  leave  Captain  Lan 
dais  at  liberty  to  return  to  America  in  order  to  a 
trial.  The  enquiry,  imperfect  as  it  is,  has,  however, 
had  one  good  effect,  the  preventing  a  duel  in  Holland 
between  those  officers,  which  might  have  proved  fatal 
to  one  or  both  of  them,  and  would  at  best  have  occa 
sioned  much  inconvenient  rumor,  scandal,  dispute,  and 
dissension  prejudicial  to  our  affairs. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLXXIV. 

TO    CHARLES    W.  F.  DUMAS. 

PASSY,  29  March,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  did  receive  the  letter  you  mentioned 
to  have  enclosed  for  Mr.  Carmichael  in  yours  of  the 
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25th  of  February.  I  had  before  received  a  letter  from 
him,  dated  at  Cadiz,  acquainting  me  that  he  was  just 
setting  out  for  Madrid,  and  desiring  I  would  send 
him  a  credit  there  for  two  hundred  louis.  Mr.  F. 
Grand,  our  banker  here,  had  undertaken  to  do  this 
with  his  correspondent,  a  banker  there.  I,  not  know 
ing  how  to  address  your  letter  to  Mr.  Carmichael  at 
Madrid,  sent  it  to  Mr.  Grand's,  to  be  put  under  his 
cover  to  his  banker,  who  might  deliver  it  to  Mr.  Car 
michael,  as  he  would  necessarily  find  out  his  lodging, 
to  acquaint  him  with  the  credit. 

The  day  after  Sir  George  Grand  was  gone  for  Hol 
land  his  brother  came  to  me,  and  expressing  a  great 
deal  of  concern  and  vexation,  told  me  that  Sir  George, 
seeing  that  letter  on  his  desk,  said,  this  superscription 
is  M.  Dumas'  handwriting  ;  and  some  time  afterwards 
came  to  him  with  the  letter  in  his  open  hand,  saying, 
this  letter  is  full  of  ingratitude  (or  some  words  to  that 
purpose),  and  I  will  carry  it  to  Holland  and  show  it 
to  the  ambassador ;  and  that  he  had  accordingly  car 
ried  it  away  with  him,  notwithstanding  all  that  was 
or  could  be  said  to  the  contrary  ;  that  it  gave  him 
infinite  pain  to  acquaint  me  with  this  action  of  his 
brother,  but  he  thought  it  right  I  should  know  the 
truth.  I  did  not  mention  this  to  you  before,  hoping 
that  upon  reflection  Sir  George  would  not  show  the 
letter  to  the  ambassador,  but  seal  it  up  again  and  send 
it  forward  ;  and  I  was  desirous  to  avoid  increasing 
the  misunderstanding  between  you  and  Sir  George. 
But,  as  I  understood  by  yours  to  M.  Boudoin,  that 
he  has  actually  done  it,  I  see  no  reason  to  keep  it 
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longer  a  secret  from  you.  If  I  had  known  it  to  be  a 
letter  of  consequence,  I  should  nevertheless  have 
taken  the  same  method  of  forwarding  it,  not  having 
the  least  suspicion  that  any  person  in  that  house 
would  have  taken  so  unwarrantable  a  liberty  with  it. 
But  I  am  now  exceedingly  sorry  that  I  did  not 
rather  send  it  to  the  Spanish  ambassador's.  Let  me 
know,  in  your  next,  what  you  may  think  proper  to 
communicate  to  me  of  the  contents  of  it.  I  am,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLXXV. 

TO    CHARLES    W.     F.    DUMAS. 

PASSY,  30  March,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  wrote  to  you  yesterday,  relating  to 
the  affair  of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  that  you 
might  know  exactly  the  truth  of  the  transaction.  On 
reflection,  I  think  it  proper  to  add  that  what  I  wrote 
was  for  your  satisfaction  only  ;  and  that,  as  the  making 
it  public  would  give  infinite  pain  to  a  very  worthy  man, 
Mr.  F.  Grand,  who  would  then  appear  in  the  light  of 
delateur  de  son  frere,  and  it  can  serve  no  other  purpose 
but  that  of  vengeance  on  Sir  George,  and  be  of  no 
advantage  to  you,  I  must  insist  on  your  generosity  in 
keeping  it  a  secret  to  yourself.  In  this  you  will  also 
very  much  oblige  me,  who  would  by  no  means  have 
my  name  publicly  mentioned  on  this  occasion;  and  I 
depend  on  your  compliance. 

B.   FRANKLIN. 
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DCCCLXXVI. 

TO    JOHN    ROSS. 

PASSY,  22  April,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  duly  received  your  favors  of  the  I4th  and 
1 7th  instant.  I  am  sorry  to  understand  from  you  that 
the  woollens  are  in  such  a  situation  as  to  endanger  their 
being  lost  to  the  States,  but  do  not  see  why  it  should 
be  expected  of  me  to  point  out  a  vessel  for  them  to 
be  shipped  in,  or  to  approve  or  accept  any  contract 
you  may  make  for  the  freight  of  them.  The  affair  is 
yours.  I  never  had  any  thing  to  do  with  it.  I  know 
nothing  of  it,  and  am  quite  sick  of  meddling,  as  I 
have  been  too  often  induced  to  do,  with  a  kind  of 
business  that  I  am  utterly  unacquainted  with. 

If  you  like  Messrs.  Gourlade  &  Moylan's  vessel 
to  send  them  in,  and  approve  of  their  terms,  but  want 
my  assistance  to  pay  the  freight,  I  will  help  you  so 
far.  Your  retaining  the  sail-cloth,  and  linens,  as  a 
security  for  the  payment  of  your  advances,  is  what  I 
suppose  you  have  a  right  to  do.  I  am  sure  I  have 
none  to  make  any  objection  to  it ;  nor  should  I  make 
any,  if  you  thought  fit  to  keep  the  cloth  also.  The 
long  and  fruitless  attention  you  mention,  without  re 
ceiving  relief  from  an  order  of  Congress,  which  you 
suppose  in  my  possession,  was  not  occasioned  by  any 
fault  of  mine,  since  I  never  gave  you  any  expectation 
of  paying  your  balance,  and  have  done  all  in  my 
power  that  the  order  required  of  me.  Indeed,  I  can 
not  find  among  the  papers  any  order  relating  to  your 
affairs.  I  wish  to  see  a  copy  of  that  you  mention.  If  I 
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remember  right,  it  was  only  an  order  that  you  should 
settle  your  accounts  with  the  Commissioners  here, 
which  is  done  ;  not  an  order  that  they  should  pay  the 
balance. 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  offer  of  carrying  letters 
for  me,  and  shall  trouble  you  with  a  few  ;  one  to  our 
friend  Mr.  Morris  ;  and  I  heartily  wish  you  a  prosper 
ous  voyage. 

I  am  exceedingly  grieved  at  the  discontents  you 
mention  among  the  people  of  the  Alliance.  Unfore 
seen  accidents  have  occasioned  delays  in  procuring 
for  them  their  prize-money  ;  but  the  exactest  justice 
will  be  done  them  as  soon  as  possible.  I  know  not 
what  the  manoeuvres  are  that  you  mention,  which 
every  American  will  ever  consider  as  an  insult  offered 
to  the  United  States.  I  am  sorry  to  see,  in  some  of 
our  countrymen,  a  disposition  on  all  occasions  to  cen 
sure  and  exclaim  against  the  conduct  of  this  court 
against  us,  without  being  well  acquainted  with  facts, 
or  considering  the  many  and  substantial  benefits  we 
have  received,  and  are  continually  receiving,  from  its 
friendship  and  good-will  to  us.  With  much  esteem, 
etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLXXVII. 

TO    CHARLES    W.   F.   DUMAS. 

PASSY,  23  April,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  am  much  pleased  with  the  account 
you  give  me  of  the  disposition  with  which  the  pro 
posals  from  the  Empress  of  Russia  have  been  received, 
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and  desire  to  be  informed,  from  time  to  time,  of  the 
progress  of  that  interesting  business. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  your  reconciliation  with 
the  ambassador,  because  a  continuance  of  your  differ 
ence  will  be  extremely  inconvenient.  Permit  me  to 
tell  you  frankly,  what  I  formerly  hinted  to  you,  that 
I  apprehend  you  suffer  yourself  too  easily  to  be  led 
into  personal  prejudices  by  interested  people,  who 
would  engross  all  our  confidence  to  themselves.  From 
this  source  have  arisen,  I  imagine,  the  charges  and 
suspicions  you  have  insinuated  to  me  against  several, 
who  have  always  declared  a  friendship  for  us,  in  Hol 
land.  It  is  right  that  you  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  giving  the  carte  d^t  pays  to  M.  Laurens,  when  he 
arrives  in  Holland.  But  if,  in  order  to  serve  your  par 
ticular  friends,  you  fill  his  head  with  these  prejudices, 
you  will  hurt  him  and  them,  and  perhaps  yourself. 
There  does  not  appear  to  me  the  least  probability,  in 
your  supposition,  that  the  ambassador  is  an  enemy  to 
America. 

Here  has  been  with  me  a  gentleman  from  Holland, 
who  was  charged,  as  he  said,  with  a  verbal  commis 
sion  from  divers  cities,  to  inquire  whether  it  was  true 
that  Amsterdam  had,  as  they  heard,  made  a  treaty 
of  commerce  with  the  United  States,  and  to  express, 
in  that  case,  their  willingness  to  enter  into  a  similar 
treaty.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  this  ?  What  is 
become,  or  likely  to  become,  of  the  plan  of  a  treaty, 
formerly  under  consideration  ?  By  a  letter  from  Mid- 
dlebourg,  to  which  the  enclosed  is  an  answer,  a  cargo 
seized  and  sent  to  America,  as  English  property,  is 
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reclaimed,  partly  on  the  supposition  that  free  ships 
make  free  goods.  They  ought  to  do  so  between  Eng 
land  and  Holland,  because  there  is  a  treaty  which 
stipulates  it ;  but,  there  being  yet  no  treaty  between 
Holland  and  America  to  that  purpose,  I  apprehend 
that  the  goods  being  declared  by  the  captain  to  be 
English,  a  neutral  ship  will  not  protect  them,  the  law 
of  nations  governing  in  this  case,  as  it  did  before  the 
treaty  above  mentioned.  Tell  me,  if  you  please,  your 
opinion.  I  am,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLXXVIII. 

TO    THE     JUDGES    OF     THE     ADMIRALTY    AT    CHERBOURG. 

PASSY,  16  May,   1780. 

GENTLEMEN  : — I  have  received  the  proces  verbaux, 
and  other  papers  you  did  me  the  honor  to  send  me, 
agreeable  to  the  eleventh  article  of  the  regulation  of 
the  27th  of  September,  1778.  These  pieces  relate  to 
the  taking  of  the  ship  Flora,  whereof  was  captain 
Henry  Roodenberg,  bound  from  Rotterdam  to  Dub 
lin,  and  arrived  at  Cherbourg,  in  France,  being  taken 
the  7th  day  of  April,  by  Captain  Dowlin,  commander 
of  the  American  privateer,  the  Black  Prince. 

It  appears  to  me  from  the  above-mentioned  papers, 
that  the  said  ship  Flora  is  not  a  good  prize,  the  same 
belonging  to  the  subjects  of  a  neutral  nation  ;  but 
that  the  cargo  is  really  the  property  of  the  subjects 
of  the  king  of  England,  though  attempted  to  be 
masked  as  neutral.  I  do  therefore  request  that,  after 
the  cargo  shall  be  landed,  you  would  cause  the  said 
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ship  Flora  to  be  immediately  restored  to  her  captain, 
and  that  you  would  oblige  the  captors  to  pay  him  his 
full  freight,  according  to  his  bills  of  lading,  and  also 
to  make  good  all  the  damages  he  may  have  sustained 
by  plunder  or  otherwise  ;  and  I  further  request  that, 
as  the  cargo  is  perishable,  you  would  cause  it  to  be 
sold  immediately,  and  retain  the  produce  deposited 
in  your  hands,  to  the  end  that,  if  any  of  the  freight 
ers,  being  subjects  of  their  High  Mightinesses  the 
States-General,  will  declare  upon  oath,  that  certain 
parts  of  the  said  cargo  were  bond  fide  shipped  on  their 
own  account  and  risk,  and  not  on  the  account  and 
risk  of  any  British  or  Irish  subjects,  the  value  of  such 
parts  may  be  restored  ;  or  that,  if  the  freighters,  or 
any  of  them,  should  think  fit  to  appeal  from  this 
judgment  to  the  Congress,  the  produce  so  deposited 
may  be  disposed  of  according  to  their  final  determi 
nation.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLXXIX. 

NOTE    FOR     HIS     EXCELLENCY,    MONSIEUR   LE    COMTE    DE 

VERGENNES. 

16  May,  1780. 

When  the  Alliance  frigate  arrived  in  France,  Mr. 
Franklin  was  desirous  of  employing  her  in  annoying 
the  English  trade,  and  obtaining  prisoners  to  exchange 
for  the  Americans  who  had  long  languished  in  the 
prisons  of  England. 

A  cruise  with  a  small  squadron,  under  Commodore 
Jones  round  the  coast  of  Britain  being  about  that 
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time  intended,  Mr.  Franklin  was  requested  by  his 
Excellency  the  Minister  of  the  Marine  to  join  the 
Alliance  to  that  squadron.  He  cheerfully  complied 
with  that  request,  and  in  his  instructions  to  Capt. 
Jones  he  encouraged  him  by  the  hopes  of  his  being 
useful  to  his  country  in  delivering  so  many  poor 
prisoners  from  their  captivity. 

As  the  squadron  acted  under  American  commission 
and  colors,  was  commanded  by  an  American  chief,  and 
was  thence  understood  to  be  American,  our  country 
men  in  the  British  prisons  rejoiced  to  hear  of  its 
success,  and  that  500  English  were  made  prisoners 
in  the  cruise,  by  an  exchange  with  whom  they  hoped 
to  obtain  their  liberty,  and  to  return  to  their  families 
and  country. 

The  Alliance  alone  took  vessels  containing  near 
200  of  those  English  prisoners.  The  Bonhomme 
Richard,  which  was  manned  chiefly  by  Americans,  took 
in  the  Serapis  a  great  part  of  the  remainder. 

The  ambassador  of  France  at  the  Hague  applied 
to  Commodore  Jones  for  the  prisoners  in  order  to 
execute  a  cartel  entered  into  with  the  ambassador  of 
England.  Commodore  Jones  declined  delivering 
them  without  orders  from  Mr.  Franklin.  The  ambas 
sador  did  Mr.  Franklin  the  honor  of  writing  to  him 
on  the  subject,  acquainting  him  that  Mr.  Jones  had 
urged  the  exchanging  them  for  Americans,  and  prom 
ising  to  use  his  endeavors  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Franklin  thereupon  immediately  sent  the 
orders  desired,  expressing  at  the  same  time  his  con 
fidence  in  the  ambassador's  promise. 
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The  prisoners  were  accordingly  delivered,  but  they 
were  actually  exchanged  for  French. 

His  Excellency  M.  de  Sartine  afterwards  acquaint 
ing  Mr.  Franklin  that  he  had  not  English  prisoners 
enough  at  L'Orient  to  fill  an  English  cartel  then 
there,  Mr.  Franklin  gave  orders  that  forty-eight  he 
had  in  that  port  should  be  delivered  up  for  that  pur 
pose,  thirty-eight  others  at  Brest  to  be  employed  in 
the  same  manner. 

Mr.  Franklin  was  afterwards  informed  by  M.  De 
Chaumont  that  M.  de  Sartine  had  assured  him  that 
other  English  prisoners  should  be  furnished  to  ex 
change  for  those  so  given  up,  in  Holland  and  in 
France. 

Mr.  Franklin  wrote  accordingly  to  England,  and  a 
cartel  vessel  was  thereupon  ordered  from  Plymouth 
to  Morlaix  with  100  Americans.  As  soon  as  Mr. 
Franklin  was  acquainted  with  this  he  applied  through 
M.  de  Chaumont  to  M.  de  Sartine  for  an  equal 
number  of  English,  who  readily  agreed  to  furnish 
them,  and  promised  to  send  orders  immediately  to 
march  100  from  Saumur  to  Morlaix. 

The  cartel  arrived,  landed  the  100  Americans,  but 
was  sent  back  empty,  with  only  a  receipt  from  the 
commissary  of  the  port,  no  English  being  arrived 
for  the  exchange. 

Mr.  Franklin  has  since  received  letters  from  Eng 
land,  acquainting  him  that  he  is  charged  with  breach 
of  faith,  and  with  deceiving  the  board  which  had  the 
charge  of  managing  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  a 
stop  is  put  to  that  exchange  in  consequence. 
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The  poor  American  prisoners  there,  many  of 
whom  have  been  confined  two  or  three  years,  and  have 
bravely  resisted  all  the  temptations,  accompanied  with 
threats,  and  followed  by  ill  usage,  to  induce  them  to 
enter  into  the  English  service,  are  now  in  despair, 
seeing  their  hopes  of  speedy  liberty  ruined  by  this 
failure. 

His  Excellency  M.  de  Sartine  has  kindly  and  re 
peatedly  promised,  by  M.  de  Chaumont,  to  furnish 
the  number  wanted — about  400 — for  exchanging  the 
said  Americans. 

But  it  is  now  said  that  the  king's  order  is  necessary 
to  be  first  obtained. 

Mr.  Franklin  therefore  earnestly  requests  his  Ex 
cellency  M.  Le  Comte  de  Vergennes  to  support  the 
proposition  in  council,  and  thereby  obtain  liberty  for 
those  unfortunate  people. 


DCCCLXXX. 

TO    THE    OFFICERS    OF    THE    ADMIRALTY    OF   VANNES. 

PASSY,  18  May,  1780. 

GENTLEMEN  : — By  the  declaration  and  report  to  me 
made  by  the  Honorable  Commodore  Jones,  a  copy  of 
which  declaration  I  herewith  send  you,  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  British  ship  of  war  (the  Serapis)  there 
in  mentioned  to  be  met  with,  when  convoying  a  fleet 
of  the  same  nation  from  the  Baltic  and  taken  by  the 
Bonhomme  Richard,  which  was  commissioned  by  the 
Congress  and  commanded  by  the  aforesaid  Commo 
dore,  is  undoubtedly  a  good  prize,  being  taken  from 
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the  enemies  of  the  United  States  of  America.  And 
I  do  accordingly  hereby  desire  of  you  that  you  would 
proceed  to  the  sale  of  the  above  said  prize,  in  con 
formity  to  his  Majesty's  regulation  of  September  27, 
1788.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLXXXI. 

FROM   LAROCHEFOUCAULD  D'ENVILLE. 

LA  ROCHEGUYON,  22  May,  1780. 

SIR  : — The  residence  of  your  grandson  at  Geneva  makes 
me  hope  that  the  citizens  of  that  town  may  have  some 
claim  to  your  kind  attention.  It  is  with  this  hope  that  I 
ask  it  for  two  young  men,  whom  the  love  of  glory  and  lib 
erty  draws  to  America.  One  of  them  is  named  Gallatin  ;  he 
is  nineteen  years  old,  well  informed  for  his  age,  of  an  excel 
lent  character  thus  far,  with  much  natural  talent.  The  name 
of  the  other  is  Ser.  They  have  concealed  their  project  from 
their  parents,  and  therefore  we  cannot  tell  where  they  will 
land.  It  is  supposed,  however,  that  they  are  going  to  Phila 
delphia,  or  to  the  Continental  army.  One  of  my  friends 
gives  me  this  information,  with  the  request  that  I  will  urge 
you  to  favor  them  with  a  recommendation.  I  shall  share  in 
his  gratitude,  and  I  beg  you,  sir,  to  be  assured  of  the  senti 
ments,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

LAROCHEFOUCAULD  D'ENVILLE. 


DCCCLXXXII. 

TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

PASSY,  22  May,  1780. 

SIR  : — The  Baron  d'Arendt,  Colonel  in  the  armies 
of  the  United  States,  having  expressed  to  me  a  desire 
of  returning  to  the  service  in  America,  though  not 
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entirely  cured  of  his  wound,  which  occasioned  his 
voyage  to  Europe,  I  endeavored  to  dissuade  him  from 
the  undertaking.  But,  he  having  procured  a  letter  to 
me  from  M.  de  Vergennes,  of  which  I  send  your  Ex 
cellency  a  copy  herewith,  I  have  been  induced  to  ad 
vance  him  twenty-five  louis  d'ors  towards  enabling 
him  to  proceed.  To  justify  his  long  absence,  he  in 
tends  laying  before  Congress  some  letters  from  Wil 
liam  Lee,  which  he  thinks  will  be  sufficient  for  that 
purpose.  With  great  respect,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLXXXIII. 

FROM   SAMUEL   COOPER   TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

BOSTON,  23  May,  1780. 

MY  DEAR  SIR: — I  received  some  months  past  your  letter 
from  Passy,  dated  October  27,  1779,  and  lately  a  copy  of 
it  by  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  who  arrived  here  in  the 
Hermione,  with  M.  Corny.  As  the  arrival  of  the  Marquis 
diffused  a  general  joy,  every  expression  of  it  was  given  here 
that  circumstances  would  allow,  and  particular  respects  paid 
by  the  government,  as  well  as  the  people,  to  this  prudent 
and  gallant  young  nobleman,  who  keeps  the  cause  of  America 
so  warm  at  his  heart.  In  these  respects  M.  Corny  had  his 
share,  as  well  as  Captain  Latouche,  commander  of  the  frigate. 
The  former,  a  gentleman  of  letters  and  great  politeness,  who 
acquired  much  esteem  in  this  town  in  a  little  time,  is  gone 
on  to  head-quarters,  and  from  thence  to  Congress  ;  the  latter, 
who  offered  the  service  of  the  frigate  he  commanded  to  the 
government  of  this  State  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  alliance, 
has  just  returned  from  a  short  cruise  on  our  coast  undertaken 
at  the  desire  of  the  Council.  He  has  visited  Penobscot,  taken 
a  near  view  of  the  fort,  made  two  British  sloops-of-war  com- 
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manded  by  Mowat,  who  burnt  Falmouth,  retire  up  the  river, 
brought  us  an  accurate  plan  of  the  fortress,  and  done  every 
thing  that  time  and  circumstances  would  allow  for  our  ser 
vice.  The  presence  of  this  frigate,  under  the  command  of 
so  brave  an  officer,  and  so  warmly  affected  to  the  common 
cause,  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  trade  of  this  State, 
and  particularly  to  the  supply  of  this  town  with  wood, 
which  has  been  at  an  exorbitant  price  since  the  enemy  have 
taken  possession  of  Penobscot.  Such  instances  of  friendship 
make  the  most  agreeable  impressions  on  the  minds  of  the 
people  here,  and  cultivate  the  alliance ;  and  I  cannot  but 
observe  with  pleasure  evident  marks  of  the  growing  friend 
ship  between  the  two  nations. 

It  is  impossible,  my  dear  sir,  that  I  should  ever  lose  the 
deep  respect,  and  affection  I  have  for  you,  dum  memor  ipse 
mei,  dum  spiritus  hos  regit  artus.  Your  friendship  has  united 
two  things  in  my  bosom  that  seldom  meet,  pride  and  con 
solation  ;  it  has  been  the  honor  and  balm  of  my  life.  It  has 
much  affected  me,  that  the  turbulence  and  uncertainty  of 
the  times,  together  with  the  weakness  of  my  nerves,  which 
has  often  unfitted  me  for  writing,  should  occasion  to  your 
view  any  semblance  of  neglect.  I  confess,  I  have  not  written 
so  often  as  my  heart  dictated;  but  I  have  written  repeatedly. 
I  have  been  the  more  concerned  at  the  miscarriage  of  my  let 
ters,  because  they  contained  some  things  relating  to  the  Count 
d'Estaing,  for  whom  I  have  the  greatest  respect;  whose 
great  talents  as  a  commander,  whose  intrepidity,  vigilance, 
secrecy,  assiduity,  quick  decision,  prudence,  and  unabated 
affection  to  the  common  cause,  united  with  a  surprising 
command  of  himself  in  delicate  circumstances,  and  on  the 
most  trying  occasions  (an  instance  of  which  we  had  at  New 
port),  I  can  never  sufficiently  commend.  I  thought  it  ought 
to  be  known  at  the  court  of  France,  in  what  high  estimation 
he  was  held  here ;  but  for  whose  uncommon  prudence,  the 
alliance  might  have  received,  from  the  indiscretion  of  some 
among  us,  an  early  wound. 
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Mr.  Bradford,  to  whom  I  commit  the  care  of  this  letter, 
intended  to  have  sailed  directly  to  Holland,  in  his  way  to 
France  ;  but  the  owners  have  altered  the  destination  of  the 
vessel  first  to  Gottenburg.  As  another  vessel  will  soon  sail 
for  France  or  Holland,  I  hope  to  write  more  particularly  by 
that ;  and  am,  sir,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and 
friendship,  etc.,  SAMUEL  COOPER. 


DCCCLXXXIV. 

TO    AN    AGENT    FOR    AMERICAN    CRUISERS. 

PASSY,  30  May,  1780. 

SIR: — In  my  last,  of  the  27th  instant,  I  omitted 
one  thing  I  had  intended,  viz.,  to  desire  you  would 
give  absolute  orders  to  your  cruisers  not  to  bring  in 
any  more  Dutch  vessels,  though  charged  with  enemy's 
goods,  unless  contraband.  All  the  neutral  States  of 
Europe  seem  at  present  disposed  to  change  what  had 
before  been  deemed  the  law  of  nations,  to  wit,  that 
an  enemy's  property  may  be  taken  wherever  found  ; 
and  to  establish  a  rule,  that  free  ships  shall  make  free 
goods.  This  rule  is  itself  so  reasonable,  and  of  a 
nature  to  be  so  beneficial  to  mankind,  that  I  cannot 
but  wish  it  may  become  general.  And  I  make  no 
doubt  but  that  the  Congress  will  agree  to  it,  in  as  full 
an  extent  as  France  and  Spain.  In  the  meantime, 
and  until  I  have  received  their  orders  on  the  subject, 
it  is  my  intention  to  condemn  no  more  English  goods 
found  in  Dutch  vessels,  unless  contraband  ;  of  which 
I  thought  it  right  to  give  you  this  previous  notice, 
that  you  may  avoid  the  trouble  and  expense  likely  to 
arise  from  such  captures,  and  from  the  detention  of 
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them  for  a  decision.  With  great  regard,  and  best 
wishes  for  the  success  of  your  enterprise,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLXXXV. 

TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

PASSY,   31  May,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  wrote  to  your  Excellency  the  4th  of  March 
past,  to  go  by  this  ship,  the  Alliance,  then  expected  to 
sail  immediately.  But,  the  men  refusing  to  go  till 
paid  their  shares  of  prize-money,  and  sundry  difficul 
ties  arising  with  regard  to  the  sale  and  division,  she 
has  been  detained  thus  long,  to  my  great  mortifica 
tion,  and  I  am  yet  uncertain  when  I  shall  be  able  to 
get  her  out.  The  trouble  and  vexation  which  these 
maritime  affairs  give  me  is  inconceivable.  I  have 
often  expressed  to  Congress  my  wish  to  be  relieved 
from  them,  and  that  some  person  better  acquainted 
with  them,  and  better  situated,  might  be  appointed 
to  manage  them  ;  much  money  as  well  as  time  would, 
I  am  sure,  be  saved  by  such  an  appointment. 

The  Alliance  is  to  carry  some  of  the  cannon  long 
since  ordered,  and  as  much  of  the  powder,  arms,  and 
clothing  (furnished  by  government  here),  as  she,  to 
gether  with  a  frigate,  the  Ariel,  we  have  borrowed, 
can  take.  I  hope  they  may  between  them  take  the 
whole,  with  what  has  been  provided  by  Mr.  Ross. 
This  gentleman  has,  by  what  I  can  learn,  served  the 
Congress  well  in  the  quality  and  prices  of  the  goods 
he  has  purchased.  I  wish  it  had  been  in  my  power  to 


64  THE  WORKS  OF  [1780 

discharge  his  balance  here,  for  which  he  has  impor 
tuned  me  rather  too  much.  We  furnish  him  with 
about  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling  to  discharge 
his  first  accounts,  which  he  was  to  replace  as  soon  as 
he  received  remittances  from  the  Committee  of  Com 
merce.  This  has  not  been  done,  and  he  now  demands 
another  nearly  equal  sum,  urging,  as  before,  that  the 
credit  of  the  States  as  well  as  his  own  will  be  hurt  by 
my  refusal. 

Mr.  Bingham,  too,  complains  of  me  for  refusing  some 
of  his  drafts,  as  very  hurtful  to  his  credit,  though  he 
owns  he  had  no  orders  from  Congress  to  authorize 
those  drafts.  I  never  undertook  to  provide  for  more 
than  the  payment  of  the  interest  bills  of  the  first  loan. 
The  Congress  have  drawn  on  me  very  considerably  for 
other  purposes,  which  has  sometimes  greatly  embar 
rassed  me,  but  I  have  duly  accepted  and  found  means 
to  pay  their  drafts  ;  so  that  their  credit  in  Europe  has 
been  well  supported.  But,  if  every  agent  of  Congress 
in  different  parts  of  the  world  is  permitted  to  run  in 
debt,  and  draw  upon  me  at  pleasure  to  support  his 
credit,  under  the  idea  of  its  being  necessary  to  do  so 
for  the  honor  of  Congress,  the  difficulty  upon  me  will 
be  too  great,  and  I  may  in  fine  be  obliged  to  protest 
the  interest  bills.  I  therefore  beg  that  a  stop  may  be 
put  to  such  irregular  proceedings. 

Had  the  loans  proposed  to  be  made  in  Europe  suc 
ceeded,  these  practices  might  not  have  been  so  incon 
venient  ;  but  the  number  of  agents  from  separate 
States  running  all  over  Europe,  and  asking  to  borrow 
money,  has  given  such  an  idea  of  our  distress  and 
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poverty  as  makes  everybody  afraid  to  trust  us.  I  am 
much  pleased  to  find  that  Congress  has  at  length  re 
solved  to  borrow  of  our  own  people,  by  making  their 
future  bills  bear  interest.  This  interest  duly  paid  in 
hard  money,  to  such  as  require  hard  money,  will  fix 
the  value  of  the  principal,  and  even  make  the  pay 
ment  of  the  interest  in  hard  money  for  the  most  part 
unnecessary,  provided  always  that  the  quantity  of 
principal  be  not  excessive. 

A  great  clamor  has  lately  been  made  here  by  some 
merchants,  who  say  they  have  large  sums  in  their 
hands  of  paper-money  in  America,  and  that  they  are 
ruined  by  some  resolution  of  Congress,  which  reduces 
its  value  to  one  part  in  forty.  As  I  have  had  no  let 
ter  explaining  this  matter,  I  have  only  been  able  to 
say  that  it  is  probably  misunderstood,  and  that  I  am 
confident  the  Congress  have  not  done,  nor  will  do,  any 
thing  unjust  towards  strangers  who  have  given  us 
credit.  I  have  indeed  been  almost  ready  to  complain 
that  I  hear  so  little  and  so  seldom  from  Congress,  or 
from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  ;  but  I  know 
the  difficulty  of  communication,  and  the  frequent  inter 
ruption  it  meets  in  this  time  of  war.  I  have  not  yet 
received  a  line  this  year,  and  the  letters  written  by 
the  Confederacy,  as  I  suppose  some  must  have  been 
written  by  her,  have  not  yet  come  to  hand. 

I  mentioned  in  a  former  letter  my  having  commu 
nicated  to  Mr.  Johnson  of  Nantes,  the  order  of  Con 
gress  appointing  him  to  examine  the  account,  and  his 
acceptance  of  the  appointment.  Nothing,  however,  has 
yet  been  done  in  pursuance  of  it ;  for,  Mr.  Deane 
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having  written  that  he  might  be  expected  here  by  the 
middle  of  March,  and  as  his  presence  would  be  very 
useful  in  explaining  the  mercantile  transactions,  I  have 
waited  his  arrival  to  request  Mr.  Johnson's  coming  to 
Paris,  that  his  detention  here  from  his  affairs  at  Nantes 
might  be  as  short  as  possible.  Mr.  Deane  has  not 
yet  come  ;  but,  as  we  have  heard  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Pendant  in  Martinique,  in  which  ship  he  took  his  pas 
sage,  we  imagine  he  may  be  here  in  some  of  the  first 
ships  from  that  island. 

The  medal  for  M.  de  Fleury  is  done  and  delivered 
to  his  order,  he  being  absent ;  I  shall  get  the  others 
prepared  as  soon  as  possible,  by  the  same  hand,  if  I 
cannot  find  a  cheaper  equally  good,  which  I  am  now 
inquiring  after.  Two  thousand  livres  appear  to  me  a 
great  sum  for  the  work. 

With  my  last  I  sent  a  copy  of  my  memorial  to  the 
court  of  Denmark.  I  have  since  received  an  answer 
from  the  minister  of  that  court  for  foreign  affairs,  a 
copy  of  which  I  enclose.  It  referred  me  to  the  Danish 
minister  here,  with  whom  I  have  had  a  conference  on 
the  subject.  He  was  full  of  professions  of  the  good 
will  of  his  court  to  the  United  States,  and  would  ex 
cuse  the  delivery  of  our  prizes  to  the  English,  as  done 
in  conformity  to  treaties,  which  it  was  necessary  to  ob 
serve.  He  had  not  the  treaty  to  show  me,  and  I  have 
not  been  able  to  find  such  a  treaty  on  inquiry.  After 
my  memorial,  our  people  left  at  Bergen  were  treated 
with  the  greatest  kindness  by  an  order  from  court, 
their  expenses  during  the  winter  that  they  had  been 
detained  there  all  paid,  necessaries  furnished  to  them 
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for  their  voyage  to  Dunkirk,  and  a  passage  thither 
found  for  them  all  at  the  king's  expense.  I  have 
not  dropped  the  application  for  a  restitution,  but  shall 
continue  to  push  it,  not  without  some  hopes  of  suc 
cess.  I  wish,  however,  to  receive  instructions  relating 
to  it,  and  I  think  a  letter  from  Congress  to  that  court 
might  forward  the  business ;  for  I  believe  they  are 
sensible  they  have  done  wrong,  and  are  apprehensive 
of  the  inconveniences  that  may  follow.  With  this  I 
send  the  protests  taken  at  Bergen  against  the  pro 
ceeding. 

The  Alliance,  in  her  last  cruise,  met  with  and  sent  to 
America  a  Dutch  ship,  supposed  to  have  on  board  an 
English  cargo.  The  owners  have  made  application  to 
me.  I  have  assured  them  that  they  might  depend  on 
the  justice  of  our  courts,  and  that  if  they  could  prove 
their  property  there,  it  would  be  restored.  M.  Dumas 
has  written  to  me  about  it.  I  enclose  his  letter,  and 
wish  despatch  may  be  given  to  the  business,  as  well 
to  prevent  the  inconveniences  of  a  misunderstanding 
with  Holland,  as  for  the  sake  of  justice. 

A  ship  of  that  nation  has  been  brought  in  here  by 
the  Black  Prince,  having  an  English  cargo.  I  con 
sulted  with  Messrs.  Adams  and  Dana,  who  informed 
me  that  it  was  an  established  rule  with  us  in  such 
cases  to  confiscate  the  cargo,  but  to  release  the  ship, 
paying  her  freight,  etc.  This  I  have  accordingly  or 
dered  in  the  case  of  this  ship,  and  hope  it  may  be  sat 
isfactory.  But  it  is  a  critical  time  with  respect  to  such 
cases  ;  for,  whatever  may  formerly  have  been  the  law 
of  nations,  all  the  neutral  powers  at  the  instance  of 


68  THE  WORKS  OF  [1780 

Russia  seem  at  present  disposed  to  change  it,  and  to 
enforce  the  rule  that/r^  skips  shall  make  free  goods, 
except  in  the  case  of  contraband.  Denmark,  Sweden, 
and  Holland  have  already  acceded  to  the  proposition, 
and  Portugal  is  expected  to  follow.  France  and  Spain, 
in  their  answers,  have  also  expressed  their  approba 
tion  of  it.  I  have,  therefore,  instructed  our  privateers 
to  bring  in  no  more  neutral  ships,  as  such  prizes  oc 
casion  much  litigation,  and  create  ill  blood. 

The  Alliance,  Captain  Landais,  took  two  Swedes  in 
coming  hither,  who  demand  of  us  for  damages,  one 
upward  of  sixty  thousand  livres,  and  the  other  near 
five  hundred  pounds  sterling  ;  and  I  cannot  well  see 
how  the  demand  is  to  be  settled.  In  the  newspapers 
that  I  send,  the  Congress  will  see  authentic  pieces, 
expressing  the  sense  of  the  European  powers  on  the 
subject  of  neutral  navigation.  I  hope  to  receive  the 
sense  of  Congress  for  my  future  government,  and  for 
the  satisfaction  of  the  neutral  nations  now  entering 
into  the  confederacy,  which  is  considered  here  as  a 
great  stroke  against  England. 

In  truth,  that  country  seems  to  have  no  friends  on 
this  side  of  the  water  ;  no  other  nation  wishes  it  suc 
cess  in  its  present  war,  but  rather  desires  to  see  it  ef 
fectually  humbled ;  no  one,  not  even  their  old  friends, 
the  Dutch,  will  afford  them  any  assistance.  Such  is 
the  mischievous  effect  of  pride,  insolence,  and  injus 
tice  on  the  affairs  of  nations,  as  well  as  on  those  of 
private  persons  ! 

The  English  party  in  Holland  is  daily  diminishing, 
and  the  States  are  arming  vigorously  to  maintain  the 
freedom  of  their  navigation.  The  consequence  may 
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possibly  be  a  war  with  England,  or  a  serious  disposi 
tion  in  that  mad  nation  to  save  what  they  can  by  a 
timely  peace. 

Our  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  American  prisoners 
has  been  some  time  at  a  stand.  When  our  little 
squadron  brought  near  five  hundred  into  Holland, 
England  would  not  at  first  exchange  Americans  for 
them  there,  expecting  to  take  them  in  their  passage 
to  France.  But  at  length  an  agreement  was  made 
between  the  English  and  French  ambassadors,  and  I 
was  persuaded  to  give  them  up,  on  a  promise  of 
having  an  equal  number  of  English  delivered  to  my 
order  at  Morlaix.  So  those  were  exchanged  for 
Frenchmen.  But  the  English  now  refuse  to  take  any 
English  in  exchange  for  Americans  that  have  not  been 
taken  by  American  cruisers.  They  also  refuse  to 
send  me  any  Americans  in  exchange  for  their  prison 
ers  released,  and  sent  home  by  the  two  flags  of  truce 
from  Boston.  Thus  they  have  given  up  all  preten 
sions  to  equity  and  honor,  and  govern  themselves  by 
caprice,  passion,  and  transient  views  of  present  in 
terest. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  duty  to  Congress,  and 
believe  me  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  Excel 
lency's,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

DCCCLXXXVI. 

TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

PASSY,  i  June,  1780. 

SIR: — Commodore  Jones,  who  by  his  bravery  and 
conduct  has  done  great  honor  to  the  American  flag, 
desires  to  have  that  also  of  presenting  a  line  to  the 
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hands  of  your  Excellency.  I  cheerfully  comply  with 
his  request,  in  recommending-  him  to  the  notice  of 
Congress,  and  to  your  Excellency's  protection  ;  though 
his  actions  are  a  more  effectual  recommendation,  and 
render  any  from  me  unnecessary.  It  gives  me,  how 
ever,  an  opportunity  of  showing  my  readiness  to  do 
justice  to  merit,  and  of  professing  the  esteem  and  re 
spect  with  which  I  am  your  Excellency's,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLXXXVII. 

TO  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

PASSY,  3  June,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  your  kind  letter  of  March 
3  ist,  acquainting  me  with  your  having  engaged  in 
M.  de  la  Frete's  affairs,  on  my  recommendation.  I 
thank  you  very  much,  and  beg  you  to  be  assured  that 
any  recommendation  of  yours  will  be  regarded  by  me 
with  the  greatest  attention.  The  letter  you  enclosed 
to  M.  Dumas  is  forwarded  to  him.  We  are  impatient 
to  hear  from  America,  no  account  of  the  operations 
before  Charleston,  later  than  the  gih  of  March,  hav 
ing  yet  come  to  hand. 

Every  thing  here  in  Europe  continues  to  wear  a 
good  face.  Russia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Holland 
are  raising  a  strong  naval  force  to  establish  the  free 
navigation  for  neutral  ships,  and  of  all  their  cargoes, 
though  belonging  to  enemies,  except  contraband,  that 
is,  military  stores.  France  and  Spain  have  approved 
of  it,  and  it  is  likely  to  become  henceforth  the  law  of 
nations,  that  free  ships  make  free  goods.  England 
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does  not  like  this  confederacy.  I  wish  they  would  ex 
tend  it  still  further,  and  ordain  that  unarmed  trading 
ships,  as  well  as  fishermen  and  farmers,  should  be  re 
spected,  as  working  for  the  common  benefit  of  man 
kind,  and  never  be  interrupted  in  their  operations, 
even  by  national  enemies  ;  but  let  those  only  fight 
with  one  another  whose  trade  it  is,  and  who  are 
armed  and  paid  for  the  purpose.  With  great  and 
sincere  esteem,  I  am,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCLXXXVIII. 

TO    DE    NEUFVILLE    &    SON. 

PASSY,  4  June,  1780. 

GENTLEMEN  : — I  received  the  letter  you  did  me 
the  honor  of  writing  to  me  on  the  2Qth  past,  relating 
to  certain  bills  drawn  on  Mr.  Laurens,  and  requesting 
to  know  if  I  will  engage  to  reimburse  you  if  you  in 
his  absence  accept  and  pay  them.  As  I  have  re 
ceived  no  order  nor  any  advice  relating  to  any  such 
bills,  know  not  by  whom  they  are  drawn,  whether  for 
private  or  public  account,  or  whether  they  are  true  or 
counterfeit,  what  quantity  or  value  there  are  of  them, 
nor,  in  short,  any  one  circumstance  relating  to  them, 
it  would  be  inconsistent  with  common  prudence  for 
me  to  enter  into  any  such  general  engagement. 

All  I  can  say  is,  that  if  they  are  really  drawn  by 
order  of  Congress,  I  make  no  doubt  but  care  will  be 
taken  to  place  funds  in  time  for  the  punctual  pay 
ment  of  them.  I  thank  you  on  behalf  of  the  Congress 
for  the  readiness  with  which  you  kindly  offer  your 
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service  in  the  case.      But  I  can  say  nothing  further 
at  present,  to  encourage  your  paying  such  bills.    I  have 
the  honor  to  be  with  much  esteem,  gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.   FRANKLIN. 

DCCCLXXXIX. 

TO    CHARLES    W.   F.   DUMAS. 

PASSY,   5  June,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — The  gentleman,  whose  name  you 
wished  to  know,  in  one  of  your  late  letters,  is  M. 
Westhuysen,  Echevin  et  Conseiller  de  la  Ville  de  Har 
lem.  I  shall  probably  send  an  order  to  that  place  for 
some  of  the  types,  of  which  you  have  sent  me  the 
prices,  before  I  leave  Europe.  I  think  them  very 
good  and  not  dear. 

A  Dutch  ship  belonging  to  Messrs.  Little,  Dale,  & 
Co.,  of  Rotterdam,  being  brought  into  France  as  hav 
ing  an  English  cargo  on  board,  I  have  followed  your 
opinion  with  regard  to  the  condemnation  of  the  car 
go,  which  I  think  the  more  right,  as  the  English  have 
in  the  West  Indies  confiscated  several  of  our  cargoes 
found  in  Dutch  ships.  But,  to  show  respect  to  the 
declaration  of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  I  have  written 
to  the  owners  of  our  privateers  a  letter,  of  which  I 
enclose  a  copy,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  judgment, 
for  your  use,  if  you  hear  of  any  complaint.1  I  ap 
prove  much  of  the  principles  of  the  confederacy  of 
the  neutral  powers,  and  am  not  only  for  respecting 

1  See  the  letter  to  "An  Agent  of  American  Cruisers,"  above,  p.  62. 
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the  ships  as  the  house  of  a  friend,  though  containing 
the  goods  of  an  enemy,  but  I  even  wish,  for  the  sake 
of  humanity,  that  the  law  of  nations  may  be  further 
improved,  by  determining  that,  even  in  time  of  war, 
all  those  kinds  of  people  who  are  employed  in  pro 
curing  subsistence  for  the  species,  or  in  exchanging 
the  necessaries  or  conveniences  of  life,  which  are  for 
the  common  benefit  of  mankind,  such  as  husbandmen 
on  their  lands,  fishermen  in  their  barques,  and  traders 
in  unarmed  vessels,  shall  be  permitted  to  prosecute 
their  several  innocent  and  useful  employments  without 
interruption  or  molestation,  and  nothing  taken  from 
them,  even  when  wanted  by  an  enemy,  but  on  paying 
a  fair  price  for  the  same. 

I  think  you  have  done  well  to  print  the  letter  of 
Clinton  ;  for,  though  I  have  myself  had  suspicions 
whether  some  parts  of  it  were  really  written  by  him, 
yet  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  facts  stated,  and  think 
the  piece  valuable,  as  giving  a  true  account  of  the 
British  and  American  affairs  in  that  quarter.  On  the 
whole,  it  has  the  appearance  of  a  letter  written  by  a 
general  who  did  not  approve  of  the  expedition  he 
was  sent  upon,  who  had  no  opinion  of  the  judgment 
of  those  who  drew  up  his  instructions,  who  had  ob 
served  that  the  preceding  commanders,  Gage,  Bur- 
goyne,  Keppel,  and  the  Howes,  had  all  been  censured 
by  the  ministers  for  having  unsuccessfully  attempted 
to  execute  injudicious  instructions  with  unequal 
force  ;  and  he  therefore  wrote  such  a  letter,  not 
merely  to  give  the  information  contained  in  it,  but  to 
be  produced  in  his  vindication,  when  he  might  be  re- 
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called,  and  his  want  of  success  charged  upon  him  as 
a  crime  ;  though,  in  truth,  owing  to  the  folly  of  the 
ministers,  who  had  ordered  him  on  impracticable  pro 
jects,  and  persisted  in  them,  notwithstanding  his 
faithful  informations,  without  furnishing  the  necessary 
number  of  troops  he  had  demanded.  In  this  view, 
much  of  the  letter  may  be  accounted  for,  without 
supposing  it  fictitious  ;  and  therefore,  if  not  genuine, 
it  is  ingeniously  written.  But  you  will  easily  con 
ceive  that,  if  the  state  of  public  facts  it  contains  were 
known  in  America  to  be  false,  such  a  publication 
there  would  have  been  absurd,  and  of  no  possible  use 
to  the  cause  of  the  country. 

I  have  written  to  M.  Neufville  concerning  the  bills 
you  mention.  I  have  no  orders  or  advice  about 
them,  know  nothing  of  them,  and  therefore  cannot 
prudently  meddle  with  them  ;  especially  as  the  funds 
in  my  power  are  not  more  than  sufficient  to  answer 
the  Congress  bills  for  interest  and  other  inevitable 
demands.  He  desired  to  know,  whether  I  would  en 
gage  to  reimburse  him,  if  he  should  accept  and  pay 
them  ;  but,  as  I  know  not  the  amount  of  them,  I  can 
not  enter  into  any  such  engagement ;  for  though,  if 
they  are  genuine  Congress  bills,  I  am  persuaded  all 
possible  care  will  be  taken  by  Congress  to  provide 
for  their  punctual  payment,  yet  there  are  so  many 
accidents,  by  which  remittances  are  delayed  or  inter 
cepted  in  the  time  of  war,  that  I  dare  not  hazard  for 
these  new  bills,  the  possibility  of  being  rendered  un 
able  to  pay  the  others.  With  great  esteem,  I  am,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
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DCCCXC 

TO    DE    NEUFVILLE    &    SON. 

PASSY,  6  June,  1780. 

GENTLEMEN  : — -Since  writing  to  you  by  yesterday's 
mail,  I  have  received  the  honor  of  yours  proposing 
to  accept  bills  drawn  on  Mr.  Laurens,  if  I  will  au 
thorize  you  so  to  do,  and  accept  your  bill  to  equal 
amount.  Having  no  orders  about  those  bills,  or  even 
any  advice  of  such  being  drawn,  and  knowing  that 
the  English  have  played  many  villainous  tricks  with 
our  paper,  I  cannot  think  of  giving  power  to  an 
other,  who  may  be  less  acquainted  with  our  American 
handwritings  and  printing,  to  accept  bills  which  I 
have  never  seen,  and,  therefore,  cannot  judge  whether 
they  are  counterfeit  or  genuine,  and  in  this  way  make 
myself  or  the  Congress  accountable  for  unknown 
sums.  I  believe  no  prudent  man  would  so  expose 
himself  or  the  government  of  his  country. 

I  thank  you,  however,  for  the  zeal  and  readiness 
you  show  to  support  our  credit. 

When  Mr.  Laurens  arrives,  he  will  doubtless  accept 
any  good  drafts  made  upon  him,  and  accept  them  as 
of  the  date  when  they  would  have  been  presented,  if 
he  had  been  at  Amsterdam  when  they  were  received, 
because  this  is  just,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  they 
will  be  punctually  paid  as  to  loans  in  Holland.  I  be 
lieve  the  Congress  have  laid  aside  all  thoughts  of 
them,  having  fallen  upon  means  of  borrowing  at  home 
of  their  own  people,  by  issuing  paper-money  bearing 
interest,  which  appears  better  and  more  advanta 
geous  to  the  country  than  paying  interest  abroad.  You 
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may  see  their  scheme  as  resolved  March  i8th,  printed 
in  \h^  London  Evening  Post  of  May  25th  ;  and,  having 
come  to  this  resolution,  I  fancy  they  cannot  have 
drawn  many  bills  on  Mr.  Laurens. 

With  great    regard,    I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCXCI. 

TO  CAPT.  LANDAIS,  LATE  COMMANDER  OF  THE 
"ALLIANCE,"  L'ORIENT. 

PASSY,   7  June,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  received  yours  of  the  2Qth  past,  and  after 
the  manner  in  which  you  quitted  the  ship,  my  clear 
and  positive  refusal  of  replacing  you,  contained  in 
mine  of  March  the  i2th,  and  my  furnishing  you  with 
a  considerable  sum  to  enable  you  to  go  to  America 
for  a  trial,  I  am  surprised  to  find  you  at  L'Orient 
when  I  thought  you  had  long  since  been  on  your  voy 
age  ;  and  to  be  told  that  "  you  had  been  waiting  ever 
since  your  arrival  there  for  my  orders,  to  retake  the 
command  of  the  Alliance"  when  I  had  never  before 
heard  of  your  being  there,  or  given  you  the  least  ex 
pectation  of  the  kind.  The  whole  affair  between  us 
will  be  laid  before  our  superiors,  who  will  judge  justly 
of  the  consistency  and  propriety  of  your  conduct  and 
of  mine.  I  waive  therefore  any  further  dispute  with 
you.  But  I  charge  you  not  to  meddle  with  the  com 
mand  of  the  Alliance,  or  create  any  disturbance  on 
board  her,  as  you  will  answer  the  contrary  at  your 
peril.  I  am,  sir,  yours,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 
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DCCCXCII. 

TO  THE  LIEUTENANT  JAMES  DEGGE  OF  THE  SHIP  "  ALLI 
ANCE,"  AND  THE  OTHER  OFFICERS  OF  THE  SAID  SHIP, 
AT  L'ORIENT. 

PASSY,  June  7,  1780. 

GENTLEMEN  : — I  received  your  letter  dated  the  1 2th 
April  past,  expressing  that  you  were  in  necessitous 
circumstances  and  that  you  were  alarmed  at  having 
received  neither  wages  nor  prize-money  when  the  ship 
was  so  nearly  prepared  for  sea. 

Having  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  prizes,  and  un 
derstanding  that  they  could  not  soon  be  turned  into 
money,  I  had  answered  the  purpose  of  your  letter  in 
the  best  manner  in  my  power,  by  advancing  twenty- 
four  thousand  livres,  to  supply  the  most  urgent  of  your 
necessities,  till  the  prize-money  could  be  obtained. 
With  regard  to  your  wages,  I  thought  the  expectation 
of  having  them  paid  here  was  wrong.  Nobody  in 
Europe  is  empowered  to  pay  them.  And  I  believe  it 
a  rule  with  all  maritime  states  to  pay  their  ships  only 
at  home,  by  an  office  where  the  accounts  are  kept,  and 
where  only  it  can  be  known,  what  agreement  we  made 
with  the  officers  and  men,  what  advances  they  have 
received,  and  what  their  families  or  attorneys  may 
have  received  in  their  absence.  I  had  many  letters 
and  informations  from  L'Orient,  acquainting  me  with 
the  discontent  among  the  people  of  the  Alliance  at 
the  method  proposed  of  valuing  the  prizes  in  order  to 
their  being  paid  by  the  king  ;  and  that  our  ship  would 
not  possibly  be  got  out,  unless  the  method  was  changed 
and  the  prizes  fairly  sold  at  auction  to  the  highest 
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bidder.  I  then  applied  to  have  the  change  made, 
and  it  was  readily  agreed  by  the  minister  of  the  ma 
rine,  that  they  should  be  so  sold.  But  to  sell  them 
suddenly  would  again  have  been  liable  to  objection  ; 
and  therefore  time  was  given  in  the  advertisements, 
that  distant  purchasers  of  ships  might  know  of  the 
sale,  and  a  greater  number  of  buyers  give  a  chance  of 
a  higher  price,  for  your  benefit.  Had  the  first  method 
been  complied  with,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  from  his 
Majesty's  known  generosity,  a  better  price  would  have 
been  obtained — as  similar  instances  have  proved — than 
is  likely  to  be  got  by  the  sale,  and  you  would  have 
had  your  money  sooner.  I  consented  to  the  change 
to  satisfy  and  if  possible  please  you.  The  delay  was 
by  no  means  agreeable  to  me,  as  it  occasioned  a  great 
additional  expense,  and  I  heartily  wished  the  ship  in 
America. 

I  did,  as  you  have  heard,  send  a  memorial  to  the 
court  of  Denmark,  claiming  a  restitution  of  the  prizes, 
or  their  value.  This  memorial  was  received  long 
before  they  sailed  from  Bergen.  They  were  never 
theless  allowed  to  depart  for  England;  and  the  only 
answer  I  have  had  from  that  court  is,  that  the  restitu 
tion  was  made  in  pursuance  of  treaties  between  the 
two  crowns.  I  am  not  satisfied  with  this  answer,  but 
have  laid  the  whole  matter  before  Congress,  desiring 
their  instructions.  You  may  be  assured  that  not  a 
penny  of  the  value  has  yet  been  paid ;  and  that  if  ever 
any  thing  is  recovered  while  I  am  concerned  in  the 
business,  strict  justice  shall  be  done  you,  which  I  have 
also  no  doubt  will  be  done  with  regard  to  the  Serapis 
and  Countess  of  Scarborough. 
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Having  received  several  letters  from  you  formerly, 
complaining  in  strong  terms  of  Capt.  Landais'  conduct 
in  the  government  of  the  ship  and  his  ill  treatment  of 
all  the  officers  except  the  purser;  and  having  received 
also  from  Capt.  Landais  himself  a  letter  dated  at 
L'Orient,  May  15,  1779,  in  which  he  says  you  all 
joined  together  against  him  even  before  he  left  Bos 
ton  ;  that  he  was  promised  another  set,  but  being 
ready  to  sail,  the  Navy  Board  said  your  behavior 
would  be  better  when  at  sea ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
grew  worse  and  worse,  and  was  come  to  the  pitch 
that  he  was  compelled  to  acquaint  me  with  it,  that  I 
might  take  a  proper  method  to  remedy  it ;  and  if  no 
other  was  to  be  found,  he  would  rather  choose  to  leave 
the  command  than  continue  with  such  officers  ;  after 
all  this,  it  is  a  little  surprising  to  me  that  Capt. 
Landais,  who  came  to  Paris  only  to  vindicate  himself 
from  some  charges  against  him,  and  there  voluntarily 
as  I  thought,  and  in  pursuance  of  his  former  resolu 
tion,  relinquished  the  ship,  by  desiring  me  repeatedly 
to  give  an  order  for  taking  out  of  her  the  things  he 
had  on  board ;  and  who,  never  once  during  all  the 
time  he  stayed  here,  expressed  the  least  wish  or  gave 
the  least  hint  of  a  desire  to  be  continued  in  her,  till  he 
heard  she  was  upon  the  point  of  sailing,  and  that  now 
he  should  demand  to  be  replaced  over  you,  and  that 
you  should  wish  to  be  again  under  his  command.  I 
know  not  how  to  account  for  this  change.  But  having 
agreed  to  what  I  imagined  from  the  letters  on  both 
sides  would  be  agreeable  to  both  you  and  Capt. 
Landais,  and  placed  another  captain  in  the  ship,  I 
cannot  now  comply  with  your  request.  I  have  related 
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exactly  to  Congress  the  manner  of  his  leaving  the 
ship,  and  though  I  declined  any  judgment  of  his  ma 
noeuvres  in  the  fight,  I  have  given  it  as  my  opinion, 
after  examining  the  affair,  that  it  was  not  at  all  likely 
either  that  he  should  have  given  orders  to  fire  into 
the  Bonhomme  Richard,  or  that  his  officers  would 
have  obeyed  such  orders  if  he  had  given  them.  Thus 
I  have  taken  what  care  I  could  of  your  honor  in  that 
particular ;  you  will  therefore  excuse  me  if  I  am  a 
little  concerned  for  it  in  another.  If  it  should  come 
to  be  publicly  known  that  you  had  the  strongest 
aversion  to  Capt.  Landais,  who  had  used  you  basely, 
and  that  it  is  only  since  the  last  year's  cruise,  and  the 
appointment  of  Commodore  Jones  to  the  command, 
that  you  request  to  be  again  under  your  old  captain, 
I  fear  suspicions  and  reflections  may  be  thrown  upon 
you  by  the  world,  as  if  this  change  of  sentiment  must 
have  arisen  from  your  observations  during  that  cruise, 
that  Capt.  Jones  loved  close  fighting,  that  Capt. 
Landais  was  skilful  in  keeping  out  of  harm's  way,  and 
that  therefore  you  thought  yourselves  safer  with  the 
latter.  For  myself,  I  believe  you  to  be  brave  men, 
and  lovers  of  your  country  and  its  glorious  cause  ; 
and  I  am  persuaded  you  have  only  been  ill  advised, 
and  misled  by  the  artful  and  malicious  misrepresenta 
tions  of  some  persons  I  guess  at.  Take  in  good 
part  this  friendly  counsel  of  an  old  man  who  is  your 
friend.  Go  home  peaceably  with  your  ship  ;  do  your 
duties  faithfully  and  cheerfully.  Behave  respectfully 
to  your  commander,  and  I  am  persuaded  he  will  do 
the  same  to  you.  Thus  you  will  not  only  be  happier 
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in  your  voyage,  but  recommend  yourselves  to  the 
future  favors  of  Congress,  and  to  the  esteem  of  your 
country.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

DCCCXCIII. 

TO    JOHN    JAY.1 

Passy,   13  June,   1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — Yesterday,  and  not  before,  is  come  to 
hand  your  favor  of  April  i4th,  with  the  packets  and 
despatches  from  Congress,  which  you  sent  me  by  a 
French  gentleman  to  Nantes. 

Several  of  them  appear  to  have  been  opened  ;  the 
paper  round  the  seals  being  smoked  and  burnt,  as  with 
the  flame  of  a  candle  used  to  softened  the  wax,  and 
the  impression  defaced.  The  curiosity  of  people  in 
this  time  of  war  is  unbounded.  Some  of  them  only 
want  to  see  news  ;  but  others  want  to  find,  through 
interested  views,  what  chance  there  is  of  a  speedy 
peace.  Mr.  Ross  has  undertaken  to  forward  the  let 
ters  to  England.  I  have  not  seen  them ;  but  he  tells 
me  they  have  all  been  opened.  I  am  glad,  however, 
to  receive  the  despatches  from  Congress,  as  they  com 
municate  to  me  Mr.  Adams'  instructions,  and  other 
particulars  of  which  I  have  been  long  ignorant. 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  weight  of  your  observa 
tion,  "that  a  constant  interchange  of  intelligence  and 
attentions  between  the  public  servants  at  the  different 

1  Mr.  Jay  was  appointed    Minister       of  September,    1779,  and   arrived    at 
Plenipotentiary  to  Spain  on  the  27th       Madrid  in  the  following  April. 
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courts  is  necessary  to  procure  to  their  constituents 
all  the  advantages  capable  of  being  derived  from  their 
appointment."  I  shall  endeavor  to  perform  my  part 
with  you,  as  well  to  have  the  pleasure  of  your  corre 
spondence,  as  from  a  sense  of  duty.  But  my  time  is 
more  taken  up  with  matters  extraneous  to  the  functions 
of  a  minister,  than  you  can  possibly  imagine.  I  have 
written  often  to  the  Congress  to  establish  consuls  in 
the  ports,  and  ease  me  of  what  relates  to  maritime  and 
mercantile  affairs  ;  but  no  notice  has  yet  been  taken 
of  my  request. 

A  number  of  bills  of  exchange,  said  to  be  drawn  by 
order  of  Congress  on  Mr.  Laurens,  is  arrived  in  Hol 
land.  A  merchant  there  has  desired  to  know  of  me 
whether,  if  he  accepts  them,  I  will  engage  to  reim 
burse  him.  I  have  no  orders  or  advice  about  them 
from  Congress.  Do  you  know  to  what  amount  they 
have  drawn  ?  I  doubt  I  cannot  safely  meddle  with 
them. 

Mrs.  Jay  does  me  much  honor  in  desiring  to  have 
one  of  the  prints,  that  have  been  made  here  of  her 
countryman.  I  send  what  is  said  to  be  the  best  of 
five  or  six  engraved  by  different  hands,  from  different 
paintings.  The  verses  at  the  bottom  are  truly  extrav 
agant.  But  you  must  know  that  the  desire  of  pleas 
ing,  by  a  perpetual  rise  of  compliments  in  this  polite 
nation,  has  so  used  up  all  the  common  expressions  of 
approbation,  that  they  are  become  flat  and  insipid,  and 
to  use  them  almost  implies  censure.  Hence  music, 
that  formerly  might  be  sufficiently  praised  when  it  was 
called  bonne,  to  go  a  little  farther  they  called  it  excel- 
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lente,  then  siiperbe,  magnifique,  exq^^,^se,  celeste,  all  which 
being  in  their  turns  worn  out,  there  only  remains  di 
vine  ;  and,  when  that  is  grown  as  insignificant  as  its 
predecessors,  I  think  they  must  return  to  common 
speech  and  common  sense  ;  as,  from  vying  with  one 
another  in  fine  and  costly  paintings  on  their  coaches, 
since  I  first  knew  the  country,  not  being  able  to  go 
farther  in  that  way,  they  have  returned  lately  to  plain 
carnages,  painted,  without  arms  or  figures,  in  one  uni 
form  color. 

The  league  of  neutral  nations  to  protect  their  com 
merce  is  now  established.  Holland,  offended  by  fresh 
insults  from  England,  is  arming  vigorously.  That 
nation  has  madly  brought  itself  into  the  greatest  dis 
tress,  and  has  not  a  friend  in  the  world.  With  great 
and  sincere  esteem,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 

DCCCXCIV. 

TO    M.   WHARTON. 

PASSY,  17  June,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — You  obliged  me  very  much  in  send 
ing  me  Clinton's  letter.  I  sent  copies  to  England 
and  Holland,  where  it  has  been  printed.  Some  have 
doubted  its  being  genuine.  My  answer  is,  that 
whether  written  by  him  or  not,  it  contains  in  my 
opinion  a  true  state  of  American  and  British  affairs 
in  that  quarter.  The  Protestant  mob  in  London,  be 
ginning  soberly  the  2d  instant  with  the  attendance  on 
a  petition  to  Parliament,  on  a  refusal  to  take  it  into 
immediate  consideration,  proceeded  to  violence, 
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treated  ill  several  members,  burnt  several  ambassa 
dors'  chapels,  and  being  on  the  seven  following  days 
joined  by  all  the  disorderly  rogues  of  the  two  cities, 
pillaged  and  destroyed  the  houses  of  Catholics  and  fav 
orers  of  Catholics,  to  the  number  of  near  fifty  ;  among 
them  Lord  Mansfield's  house,  with  all  his  furniture, 
pictures,  books,  papers,  etc.,  and  himself  almost 
frightened  out  of  his  wits.  If  they  had  done  no  other 
mischief,  I  would  have  more  easily  excused  them,  as  he 
has  been  an  eminent  promoter  of  the  American  war, 
and  it  is  not  amiss  that  those  who  have  approved  the 
burning  our  poor  people's  houses  and  towns  should 
taste  a  little  of  the  effects  of  fire  themselves.  But 
they  turned  all  the  thieves  and  robbers  out  of  New 
gate  to  the  number  of  three  hundred,  and  instead  of 
replacing  them  with  an  equal  number  of  other  plun 
derers  of  the  public,  which  they  might  easily  have 
found  among  the  members  of  Parliament,  they  burnt 
the  building.  It  is  said  they  also  attempted  to  plun 
der  the  Bank.  The  troops  fired  on  them  and  killed 
thirty-three.  They  were  not  finally  suppressed  till  the 
9th,  at  night ;  and  then  chiefly  by  the  city  associated 
troops.  Lord  George  Gordon  is  committed  to  the 
Tower.  Damage  done  is  computed  at  a  million  ster 
ling. 

I  thank  you  for  yours  of  the  i4th.  I  have  let 
ters  signed  by  the  very  officers  who  now  join  Capt. 
Landais,  complaining  of  his  conduct  to  them  in  the 
strongest  terms  ;  and  the  like  from  him  against  them, 
declaring  that  he  would  quit  the  ship  rather  than 
serve  with  such  a  set.  When  he  came  up  to  Paris, 
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which  was  only  to  explain  his  conduct,  he  had  no  de 
sire,  at  least  he  expressed  none  to  me,  of  returning 
to  the  ship,  but  on  the  contrary  worried  me  for  an 
order  to  have  his  things  out  of  her,  which  I  declined, 
because  I  would  not  do  an  act  that  should  look  like 
punishing  him  before  he  was  tried  by  a  court-martial, 
that  could  be  only  had  in  America.  The  separating 
him  and  his  officers  one  would  think  should  be  a 
pleasure  to  him  as  well  as  to  them,  especially  when  it 
appeared  his  own  act.  His  attempt,  therefore,  to  re 
sume  the  command  after  another  was  appointed,  and 
when  he  had  received  a  considerable  sum,  advanced  to 
assist  him  in  taking  passage  on  another  ship,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  trial,  and  this  by  exciting  a  mutiny  just 
when  the  Alliance  was  on  the  point  of  sailing,  is  not 
only  unjustifiable  but  criminal.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
your  suspicion  of  his  adviser  is  well  founded.1  That 
genius  must  either  find  or  make  a  quarrel  wherever 
he  is.  The  only  excuse  for  him  that  his  conduct  will 
admit  of,  is  his  being  at  times  out  of  his  senses.  This 
I  always  allow,  and  am  persuaded  that  if  some  of  the 
many  enemies  he  provokes  do  not  kill  him  sooner  he 
will  die  in  a  madhouse.  As  to  Capt.  Landais,  I  have 
no  other  powers  relating  to  the  Alliance,  than  what 
are  implied  in  my  ministerial  office.  He  was  instructed 
strictly  by  the  Admiralty  in  America  to  obey  my 
orders.  He  disobeyed  them.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
discuss  those  matters  here.  We  are  accountable  at 
home.  I  am  heartily  sorry  that  you  have  been  so  long 
detained.  I  have  done  every  thing  in  my  power  to 

J  Arthur  Lee, 
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prevent  it.  You  can  have  no  conception  of  the  vex 
ation  these  maritime  affairs  occasion  me.  It  is  hard 
that  I,  who  give  others  no  trouble  with  my  quarrels, 
should  be  plagued  with  all  the  perversities  of  those 
who  think  fit  to  wrangle  with  one  another.  I  wish 
you  a  good  voyage  at  last,  and  that  I  could  mend  your 
company.  Adieu,  I  am  ever, 

Yours  affectionately, 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCXCV. 

TO    WILLIAM    CARMICHAEL.1 

PASSY,  17  June,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR: — Your  favors  of  the  22d  past  came 
duly  to  hand.  Sir  John  Dalrymple  has  been  here 
some  time,  but  I  hear  nothing  of  his  political  opera 
tions.  The  learned  talk  of  the  discovery  he  has 
made  in  the  Escurial  Library,  of  forty  epistles  of 
Brutus,  a  missing  part  of  Tacitus,  and  a  piece  of 
Seneca,  that  have  never  yet  been  printed,  which  excite 
much  curiosity.  He  has  not  been  with  me,  and  I  am 
told,  by  one  of  his  friends,  that,  though  he  wished  to 
see  me,  he  did  not  think  it  prudent.  So  I  suppose  I 
shall  have  no  communication  with  him  ;  for  I  shall 
not  seek  it.  As  Count  de  Vergennes  has  mentioned 
nothing  to  me  of  any  memorial  from  him,  I  suppose 
he  has  not  presented  it ;  perhaps  discouraged  by  the 
reception  it  met  with  in  Spain.  So  I  wish,  for  curios 
ity's  sake,  you  would  send  me  a  copy  of  it. 

1  Secretary  to  the  American  Lega-  many  years  Chargt  d' Affaires  of  the 
tion  at  Madrid,  while  Mr.  Jay  was  United  States  at  the  court  of  Spain. 
Minister  there  ;  and  afterwards  for  — EDITOR. 
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The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  arrived  safely  at  Boston 
on  the  28th  of  April,  and,  it  is  said,  gave  expectations 
of  the  coming  of  a  squadron  and  troops.  The  vessel 
that  brings  this,  left  New  London  the  2d  of  May  ;  her 
captain  reports  that  the  siege  of  Charleston  was 
raised,  the  troops  attacked  in  their  retreat,  and  Clin 
ton  killed  ;  but  this  wants  confirmation.  London  has 
been  in  the  utmost  confusion  for  seven  or  eight  days. 
The  beginning  of  this  month,  a  mob  of  fanatics,  joined 
by  a  mob  of  rogues,  burnt  and  destroyed  property  to 
the  amount,  it  is  said,  of  a  million  sterling.  Chapels 
of  foreign  ambassadors,  houses  of  members  of  Par 
liament  that  had  promoted  the  act  for  favoring  Cath 
olics,  and  the  houses  of  many  private  persons  of  that 
religion,  were  pillaged  and  consumed,  or  pulled  down, 
to  the  number  of  fifty  ;  among  the  rest,  Lord  Mans 
field's  is  burnt,  with  all  his  furniture,  pictures,  books, 
and  papers.  Thus  he,  who  approved  the  burning  of 
American  houses,  has  had  fire  brought  home  to  him. 
He  himself  was  horribly  scared,  and  Governor  Hutch- 
inson,  it  is  said,  died  outright  of  the  fright.  The 
mob,  tired  with  roaring  and  rioting  seven  days  and 
nights,  were  at  length  suppressed,  and  quiet  restored 
on  the  Qth,  in  the  evening.  Next  day  Lord  George 
Gordon  was  committed  to  the  tower.1 

1  Lord  George  Gordon  entered  Par-  monster  petition  in  opposition  to  the 
liament  in  1774  and  vehemently  op-  Catholic  disabilities  acts.  A  riot  en- 
posed  the  acts  for  the  removal  of  Cath-  sued  which  lasted  seven  days,  and 
olic  disabilities.  He  took  an  active  which  resulted  in  the  destruction  of 
part  also  in  organizing  the  Protestant  several  Roman  Catholic  houses  of 
associations  of  England  and  Scotland,  worship,  the  plunder  of  numerous  pri- 
of  both  which  he  was  president.  On  vate  residences  of  Catholics,  the  firing 
June  2d,  1780,  he  headed  the  throng  of  Newgate,  the  breaking  open  all  the 
of  people  who  marched  in  procession  other  prisons  in  London,  and  an  at- 
to  the  Houses  of  Parliament  with  the  tack  upon  the  Bank  of  England  and 
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Enclosed  I  send  you  the  little  piece  you  desire.1 
To  understand  it  rightly  you  should  be  acquainted 
with  some  few  circumstances.  The  person  to  whom 
it  was  addressed  is  Madame  Brillon,  a  lady  of  most 
respectable  character  and  pleasing  conversation  ;  mis 
tress  of  an  amiable  family  in  this  neighborhood,  with 
which  I  spend  an  evening  twice  in  every  week.  She 
has,  among  other  elegant  accomplishments,  that  of  an 
excellent  musician  ;  and,  with  her  daughters,  who  sing 
prettily,  and  some  friends  who  play,  she  kindly  enter 
tains  me  and  my  grandson  with  little  concerts,  a  cup 
of  tea,  and  a  game  of  chess.  I  call  this  my  Opera, 
for  I  rarely  go  to  the  Opera  at  Paris. 

The  Moulin  Joli  is  a  little  island  in  the  Seine  about 
two  leagues  hence,  part  of  the  country-seat  of  another 
friend,2  where  we  visit  every  summer,  and  spend  a 
day  in  the  pleasing  society  of  the  ingenious,  learned, 
and  very  polite  persons  who  inhabit  it.  At  the  time 

several  other  public  buildings.   It  was  don  that  France  was  at  the  "  bottom 

finally  checked  by  the  soldiery  at  the  of  it."     Cowper  in  one  of  his  letters 

expense  of  between  four  and  five  hun-  asks:   "Is  it  true  that  this  detestable 

dred  persons  killed  or  wounded.  Pend-  plot  was  an  egg  laid  in  France  and 

ing  the   disturbance   the   sessions   of  hatched  in  London  under  the  influ- 

Parliament  were  partially  suspended.  ence  of  French  corruption  ?  "    Colonel 

Gibbon  writing  to  his  mother  on  the  Scott,  then  an  American  prisoner,  told 

loth  of  June,  the  day  after  order  was  Lord    Lincoln    that    the    Americans 

restored,  said:   "I  should  write  with  were  sick  of  the  war  and  had  only  been 

great   pleasure  to  say  that  this  auda-  buoyed  up  by  Spanish  gold  and  French 

cious  tumult  is  perfectly  quelled  ;  that  promises     that      London     would     be 

Lord    George   Gordon  is  sent  to  the  burned.  When  the  rioters  were  tried, 

Tower,  and  that  instead  of  safety  or  however,  nothing  came  out  to  confirm 

danger,  we  are  now  at  liberty  to  think  the  suspicion  of  any  plot  or  even  plan 

of   justice.    .     .     .     Our  danger  is  at  having  been  formed.    The  king,  how- 

an  end,  but  our  disgrace  will  be  last-  ever,  seems  to  have  entertained  these 

ing,  and  the  month  of  June,  1780,  will  suspicions.     "If   possible,"  he  wrote 

ever  be  marked  by  a  dark  and  diabolical  to  Lord  North,  "  we  must  get  to  the 

fanaticism  which  I  had  supposed  to  bottom  of  it,  and   examples  must  be 

be  extinct,  but  which  actually  subsists  made." — EDITOR. 

in  Great  Britain  perhaps  beyond  any  1  The  "  Ephemera."    See  vol.  VI., 

other  country  in  Europe."  p.  237. 

There  were  rumors  current  in  LoiVr  9  Monsieur  Watelet, 
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when  the  letter  was  written,  all  conversations  at  Paris 
were  filled  with  disputes  about  the  music  of  Gluck  and 
Picini,  a  German  and  an  Italian  musician,  who  divided 
the  town  into  violent  parties.  A  friend  of  this  lady 
having  obtained  a  copy  of  it,  under  a  promise  not  to 
give  another,  did  not  observe  that  promise  ;  so  that 
many  have  been  taken,  and  it  is  become  as  public  as 
such  a  thing  can  well  be  that  is  not  printed  ;  but  I 
could  not  dream  of  its  being  heard  of  at  Madrid  !  The 
thought  was  partly  taken  from  a  little  piece  of  some 
unknown  writer,  which  I  met  with  fifty  years  since  in 
a  newspaper,  and  which  the  sight  of  the  "  Ephemera  " 
brought  to  my  recollection.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend, 
and  believe  me  ever  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCXCVI. 

TO    COMMODORE   JONES. 

PASSY,  17  June,  1780. 

SIR  : — Having  been  informed  by  several  gentlemen 
from  L'Orient,  that  it  is  there  generally  understood 
the  mutiny  on  board  your  ship  has  been  advised  or 
promoted  by  the  Honorable  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.,  whom 
I  had  ordered  you  to  receive  as  a  passenger,  I  hereby 
withdraw  that  order,  so  far  as  to  leave  the  execution 
of  it  to  your  discretion  ;  that  if  from  the  circumstances 
which  have  come  to  your  knowledge  it  should  appear 
to  you  that  the  peace  and  good  government  of  the 
ship  during  the  voyage  may  be  endangered  by  his 
presence,  you  may  decline  taking  that  gentleman, 
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which  I  apprehend  need  not  obstruct  his  return  to 
America,  as  there  are  several  ships  going  under  your 
convoy,  and  no  doubt  any  of  their  passengers  may  be 
prevailed  with  to  change  places.  But  if  you  judge 
those  suspicions  groundless,  you  will  comply  with  the 
order  aforesaid.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCXCVII. 

TO    JOHN    FOTHERGILL. 

PASSY,  19  June,  1780. 

My  dear  old  friend,  Dr.  Fothergill,  may  assure  Lady 
H.1  of  my  respects,  and  of  any  service  in  my  power 
to  render  her,  or  her  affairs  in  America.  I  believe 
matters  in  Georgia  cannot  much  longer  continue  in 
their  present  situation,  but  will  return  to  that  state  in 
which  they  were,  when  her  property,  and  that  of  our 
common  friend,  G.  W.,2  received  the  protection  she 
acknowledges. 

I  rejoiced  most  sincerely  to  hear  of  your  recovery 
from  the  dangerous  illness  by  which  I  lost  my  very 
valuable  friend  Peter  Collinson.  As  I  am  sometimes 
apprehensive  of  the  same  disorder,  I  wish  to  know  the 
means  that  were  used  and  succeeded  in  your  case  ; 
and  shall  be  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for  commu 
nicating  them  when  you  can  do  it  conveniently. 

Be  pleased  to  remember  me  respectfully  to  your 

1   Probably  Lady  Huntington,  who  of  her  benevolent  plans  in  "  Wash- 

contributed  towards  the  establishment  ington's     Writings,"    vol.     IX.,    pp. 

of    Whitefield's     Orphan     House    in  92,    96. 
Georgia.        See     a    further    account  2  George  Whitelield. 
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good  sister,  and  to  our  worthy  friend,  David  Barclay, 
who  I  make  no  doubt  laments  with  you  and  me,  that 
the  true  pains  we  took  together  to  prevent  all  this 
horrible  mischief  proved  ineffectual.1  I  am  ever  yours 
most  affectionately,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCXCVIII. 

TO    CHARLES    W.   F.   DUMAS. 

PASSY,  22  June,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — Enclosed  you  have  a  letter  for  the 
gentleman  you  recommend  to  me.  He  seems  to  be 
a  man  of  abilities.  The  words,  "  before  I  leave 
Eiirope"  had  no  relation  to  my  particular  immediate 
intention,  but  to  the  general  one  I  flatter  myself  with, 
of  being  able  to  return  and  spend  there  the  small  re 
mains  of  life  that  are  left  me. 

I  have  written  distinctly  to  Messrs,  de  Neufville 
concerning  those  bills.  I  hear  that  -  -  was  at  New- 
bern  the  i2th  of  April,  and  soon  to  sail  from  thence, 
or  from  Virginia  for  France.  Probably  he  might  not 
sail  in  some  weeks  after,  as  vessels  are  often  longer 
in  fitting  out  than  was  expected.  If  it  is  the  Fier 
Roderigue,  a  fifty-gun  ship,  that  he  comes  in,  I  have 
just  heard  that  she  would  not  sail  till  the  middle  of 
May.  Herewith  you  have  the  judgment  relating  to 
the  Flora,  which  I  thought  had  been  sent  before. 
The  mischiefs  done  by  the  mob  in  London  are  aston 
ishing.  They  were,  I  heard,  within  an  ace  of  destroy- 

1  Alluding  to  the  negotiations  for  Franklin  left  England  in   the  spring 

bringing    about   a   reconciliation    be-  of  1775,  and  in  which  Dr.  Fothergill, 

tween  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies,  David  Barclay,  and  Lord  Howe  were 

which    took    place    just    before   Dr.  concerned.     See  vol.  V.,  p.  440. 
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ing  the  Bank,  with  all  the  books  relating  to  the  funds, 
which  would  have  created  infinite  confusion. 

I  am  grieved  at  the  loss  of  Charleston.  Let  me 
hope  soon  to  hear  better  news  from  the  operations  of 
the  French  and  Spanish  forces  gone  to  America. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

P,  S. — As  the  English  do  not  allow  that  we  can 
make  legal  prizes,  they  certainly  cannot  detain  the 
Dutch  ship,  the  Berkenloos,  on  pretence  that  it  was 
become  American  property  before  they  took  it.  For 
the  rest,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Congress  will  do 
what  shall  appear  to  be  just,  on  a  proper  representa 
tion  of  facts  laid  before  them,  which  the  owners  should 
appoint  some  persons  in  America  to  do.  Those  gen 
tlemen  may  depend  on  my  rendering  them  every  ser 
vice  in  my  power. 


DCCCXCIX. 

TO    M.    VAN    DER    OUDER    MEULEN.1 

PASSY,  22  June,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor 
of  writing  to  me  the  i5th  instant,  containing  the 
sketch  of  a  plan  for  commerce  with  America,  by  estab 
lishing  there  and  in  Europe  companies  with  privileges 
for  that  purpose,  upon  which  you  desire  my  senti 
ments. 

I  cannot  from  so  small  a  sketch  understand  fully 
the  extent  of  your  plan  ;  but  I  will  mention  what 
occurs  to  me  in  perusing  it.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
that  merchants  in  Europe  may,  if  they  think  fit,  form 

1  Endorsed  as  follows  :  "Papers  and       to  be  formed  in  Europe  for  the  Amer- 
letters  relating  to  a  company  proposed       ican  trade." 
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themselves  into  companies  for  carrying  on  the  com 
merce  of  America  with  such  privileges  as  they  can 
obtain  from  their  sovereigns  ;  but  the  general  prin 
ciple  in  America  being  for  a  free  trade  with  all  the 
world,  and  to  leave  every  one  of  their  merchants  at 
liberty  to  prosecute  it  as  he  may  judge  most  for  his 
advantage,  I  do  not  think  such  companies  can  be 
established  there  with  any  exclusive  rights  or  privi 
leges.  And  this  open  commerce  being  free  to  all 
nations,  and  more  profitable  to  Europe  than  to 
America,  which  can  very  well  subsist  and  flourish 
without  a  commerce  with  Europe,  a  commerce  that 
chiefly  imports  superfluities  and  luxuries,  it  concerns 
those  nations  principally  to  protect  that  commerce,  in 
which  protection  there  is  no  doubt  but  France  will 
bear  her  part.  But  that  she  should  take  the  whole 
upon  her,  is  too  much  to  be  asked  or  expected  by 
America.  We  have,  besides,  a  common  opinion  that 
business  is  best  managed  and  to  most  advantage  by 
those  who  are  immediately  interested  in  the  profits  of 
it,  and  that  trading  companies  are  generally  more 
profitable  to  the  servants  of  the  company  than  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  stock,  or  to  the  public.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

DCCCC. 

TO    M.   DE    RAYNEVAL. 

24  June,  1780. 

SIR  : — The  person  who  calls  himself  Dumont  was 
with  me  yesterday  evening,  bringing  notes  to  me  from 
M.  de  Vergennes  and  M.  le  Due  de  Vauguyon.  He 
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said  his  business  was  to  solicit  a  supply  of  4,000 
stand  of  arms,  to  be  landed  on  the  west  of  England 
for  the  use  of  the  petitioners,  who  were  become  sen 
sible  that  petitioning  signified  nothing,  and  that  with 
out  using  force  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  the  total 
loss  of  liberty  and  the  establishment  of  arbitrary  gov 
ernment  in  England  ;  that  the  appearance  of  4,000 
men  in  arms  would  be  sufficient  to  draw  together  a 
great  body  from  different  parts,  the  whole  nation 
being  dissatisfied  with  the  present  government ;  that 
even  the  army  was  disaffected,  and  the  navy  so  much 
so  that  Admiral  Geary  had  been  ordered  to  put  to  sea 
with  the  fleet,  to  prevent  a  revolt  which  was  appre 
hended  among  the  seamen.  I  mentioned  the  difficulty 
of  landing  such  a  quantity  of  arms  in  England  with 
out  being  observed,  and  troops  sent  to  seize  them  or 
defeat  the  people  that  should  undertake  to  use  them 
before  they  could  be  disciplined,  and  that  it  was  not 
probable  such  an  aid  could  be  obtained  without  its 
being  well  known  whose  hands  the  arms  were  to  be 
put  into,  what  persons  of  weight  were  likely  to  be 
concerned,  and  other  circumstances  that  might  satisfy 
there  was  a  chance  of  success.  He  said  all  relating 
to  the  reception  and  use  of  the  arms  was  already  ar 
ranged  ;  and  persons  of  note  concerned  in  the  affair 
would  discover  themselves  as  soon  as  they  could  be 
assured  of  obtaining  the  supply  ;  but  otherwise  it  was 
dangerous  and  could  not  be  expected.  He  desired 
me  to  forward  and  favor  the  business  if  my  opinion 
should  be  asked,  but  made  no  particular  offers  or 
overtures  to  me.  I  do  not  know  him.  He  asked  my 
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opinion  of  the  design.  I  told  him  I  could  form  none 
without  knowing  more  particulars  of  it  than  he  had 
communicated,  and  also  the  persons  who  were  to  con 
duct  it.  He  said  he  was  to  see  M.  de  Vergennes, 
and  that  he  would  call  again  upon  me  after  that  inter 
view.  If  he  communicates  any  thing  further  worth 
notice,  I  shall  immediately  acquaint  M.  de  Vergennes 
with  it,  to  whom  be  pleased  to  present  my  sincere  re 
spects.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  esteem, 
sir,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

DCCCCI. 

TO    MR.    DIGGES. 

PASSY,  25  June,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  yours  enclosing  a  very 
obliging  letter  from  Mr.  President  Banks.  The  Con 
gress  cannot  be  said  to  have  ordered  the  instructions  I 
gave,  though  they  would  no  doubt  have  done  it,  if  such 
a  thing  had  been  mentioned  to  them.  It  is  therefore 
not  proper  to  use  any  further  endeavors  to  procure  a 
medal  for  them.  I  do  not  indeed  perceive  that  one 
is  intended  for  me,  as  you  imagined,  and  though  it 
would  certainly  give  me  pleasure  if  voluntarily  ordered, 
I  would  not  have  it  obtained  by  solicitation. 

I  thank  Mr.  Hartley  much  for  his  kind  offer  of  more 
Jamaica  rum.  But  as  I  have  still  a  great  deal  left  of 
what  he  was  before  so  obliging  as  to  send  me,  a  fresh 
quantity  is  unnecessary.  I  wish  you  would  hint  to 
me  how  I  could  make  him  some  acceptable  return. 

The  portrait  you  mention  is  not  yet  come  to  hand, 
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nor  have  I  heard  any  thing  of  it.  I  am  anxious  to 
see  it,  having  no  hope  of  living  to  see  again  the  much 
loved  and  respected  original. 

I  have  at  the  request  of  friends  sat  so  much  and  so 
often  to  painters  and  statuaries,  that  I  am  perfectly 
sick  of  it.  I  know  of  nothing  so  tedious  as  sitting 
hours  in  one  fixed  posture.  I  would  nevertheless  do 
it  once  more  to  oblige  you  if  it  was  necessary,  but 
there  are  already  so  many  good  likenesses  of  the  face, 
that  if  the  best  of  them  is  copied  it  will  probably  be 
better  than  a  new  one,  and  the  body  is  only  that  of  a 
lusty  man  which  need  not  be  drawn  from  the  life  ;  any 
artist  can  add  such  a  body  to  the  face.  Or  it  may  be 
taken  from  Chamberlain's  print.  I  hope  therefore 
you  will  excuse  me.  The  face  Miss  Georgiana  has  is 
thought  here  to  be  the  most  perfect.  Ornaments  and 
emblems  are  best  left  to  the  fancy  of  the  painter. 

As  the  board  after  receiving  the  500  English  pris 
oners  we  carried  into  Holland,  in  exchange  for 
Frenchmen,  refused  to  take  other  Frenchmen — which 
the  government  had  promised  me — in  exchange  for 
Americans,  I  gave  over  all  thoughts  or  expectations 
of  continuing  the  cartel.  I  have,  however,  written  to 
Mr.  Hodgson  about  it  by  the  opportunity.  We  are 
much  obliged  to  that  good  man  for  the  pains  he  has 
taken  in  that  affair.  Finding  that  the  prisoners  are 
like  to  be  longer  detained,  I  desire  they  may  be  paid 
from  me  the  little  comfort  I  can  afford  them  of  six 
pence  per  week  each.  I  will  answer  your  drafts  for 
the  sums  necessary. 

I  received  Mr.  Hartley's  excellent  letters,  printed 
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and  manuscript,  which  I  have  sent  to  America,  where 
he  will  ever  be  revered  for  his  incessant  endeavors  to 
procure  peace,  which  endeavors,  however,  I  imagine 
he  will  find  from  the  late  success  of  the  king's  troops 
at  Charleston  less  attended  to  than  they  have  been, 
and  that  desirable  event  more  remote  than  expected. 

I  send  you  herewith  the  passport  for  Mr.  Scott.      I 
have,  you  see,  great  faith  in  your  recommendation. 

With  great  regard  and  esteem,  I  am,  dear  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

FRANCIS  LYN. 


DCCCCII. 

TO    MR.     WILLIAMS. 

PASSY,  27  June,  1780. 

DEAR  JONA.  : — To  get  rid  of  all  further  projects 
and  propositions  which  I  never  understand  relating 
to  the  shipping  of  the  goods,  I  entrusted  you  with 
that  business  and  empowered  you  to  freight  a  ship  or 
ships.  But  I  have  not  succeeded,  for  in  yours  of  the 
23d  you  send  me  new  schemes.  No  other  man-of-war 
to  go  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Jones  can  at 
present  be  obtained.  Assist  him  in  getting  out  with 
the  Ariel /  after  that  you  and  M.  de  Chaumont  may 
unite  in  finding  some  means  of  sending  the  rest  of 
the  goods.  You  and  he  can  agree  and  assist  each 
other ;  but  there  never  can  be  any  union  of  counsels 
or  endeavors  between  the  Commodore  and  him.  I 
was  told  that  if  we  would  obtain  \heAriel,  she  would 
do  our  business ;  I  joined  in  the  application  and  we 
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obtained  her.  Now  she  is  too  little  and  another  is 
wanted.  I  will  absolutely  have  nothing  to  do  with  any 
new  squadron  project.  I  have  been  too  long  in  hot 
water,  plagued  almost  to  death  with  the  passions,  va 
garies  and  ill  humors  and  madnesses  of  other  people. 
I  must  have  a  little  repose.  This  to  yourself,  and  be 
lieve  me  ever,  Your  affectionate  uncle, 

B.   FRANKLIN. 

P.  S. — If  \heAlliance  is  not  totally  gone,  you  have 
enclosed  an  order  which  I  promised  the  Prince  de 
Montbarey  to  send  down  for  her  reception  of  more 
arms,  etc.,  though  I  fear  she  will  be  carried  into  Eng 
land  either  by  her  crew  or  by  the  enemy. 


DCCCCIII. 

TO    M.   DE    SARTINE.1 

PASSY,  27  June,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  am  very  thankful  to  his  Majesty,  in  behalf 
of  the  suffering  owners  of  the  brigantine  Fair  Play, 
for  his  goodness  in  ordering  to  be  paid  to  them  fifteen 
thousand  livres  out  of  your  treasury.  But  as  that  sum 
is  conceived  by  your  Excellency  to  be  a  favorable 
allowance,  in  consideration  that  the  misfortune  hap 
pened  by  the  fault  of  Captain  Giddins,  and  the  own 
ers  apprehend  there  was  no  fault  on  his  part  (being 
so  informed  by  deposition  upon  oath),  and  none  was 
mentioned  or  supposed  in  the  governor  of  Guada- 
loupe's  first  letter  to  your  Excellency  on  the  subject, 

1   Minister  of  the  Marine. 
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I  fear  they  will  think  the  sum  very  small  as  an  indem 
nification  for  the  loss  of  their  vessel,  valued  at  six 
thousand  pounds  sterling. 

I  therefore  request  your  Excellency  would  be  pleas 
ed  to  examine  with  some  attention  the  said  deposi 
tions,  and  the  valuation  (of  which  I  enclose  the  dupli 
cates);  and  if,  on  the  whole,  you  should  judge  the 
matter  improper  to  be  offered  at  present  for  his  Ma 
jesty's  reconsideration,  you  would  at  least  favor  me 
with  the  informations  that  have  been  sent  to  your 
Excellency  from  Guadaloupe,  of  the  blamable  conduct 
of  the  captain,  as  by  communicating  those  informa 
tions  to  the  owners,  I  may  more  easily  satisfy  them 
of  the  favorableness  of  the  sum  his  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  grant  them. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  by  their  letter,  which 
I  send  herewith,  that  they  desire  Mr.  Jonathan  Will 
iams  of  Nantes  might  receive  for  them  the  sum  that 
should  be  granted.  I  am  therefore  further  to  request, 
that  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  give  orders 
to  your  treasurer  to  accept  and  pay  his  drafts  for  the 
said  fifteen  thousand  livres.  I  am,  with  great  respect, 
sir,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCIV. 

FROM   COUNT  DE  VERGENNES. 

VERSAILLES,  30  June,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  did  not  until  this  day  receive  the  letter,  which 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  on  the  24th  of  this 
month. 

You  request,  in  consequence  of  an  application  made  to 
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you  by  Mr.  Adams,  that  the  orders  given  to  the  Chevalier 
de  la  Luzerne  relative  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  i8th 
of  March  last  should  be  revoked,  or  at  least  suspended,  as 
that  plenipotentiary  is  able  to  prove  that  those  orders  are 
founded  on  false  reports. 

Mr.  Adams,  on  the  22d,  sent  me  a  long  dissertation  on  the 
subject  in  question  ;  but  it  contains  only  abstract  reasonings, 
hypotheses,  and  calculations,  which  have  no  real  foundation, 
or  which  at  least  do  not  apply  to  the  subjects  of  the  king, 
and,  in  fine,  principles,  than  which  nothing  can  be  less  analo 
gous  to  the  alliance  subsisting  between  his  Majesty  and  the 
United  States. 

By  this,  sir,  you  can  judge  that  the  pretended  proofs 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Adams  are  not  of  a  nature  to  induce  us 
to  change  our  opinion,  and  consequently  cannot  effect  a  rev 
ocation  or  suspension  of  the  orders  given  to  the  Chevalier 
de  la  Luzerne.  The  king  is  so  firmly  persuaded,  sir,  that 
your  private  opinion  respecting  the  effects  of  that  resolution 
of  Congress,  as  far  as  it  concerns  strangers,  and  especially 
Frenchmen,  differs  from  that  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  he  is  not 
apprehensive  of  laying  you  under  any  embarrassment  by 
requesting  you  to  support  the  representations  which  his 
minister  is  ordered  to  make  to  Congress.  And  that  you  may 
be  able  to  do  this  with  a  complete  knowledge  of  the  case, 
his  Majesty  has  commanded  me  to  send  you  a  copy  of  my 
letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  the  observations  of  that  plenipoten 
tiary,  and  my  answer  to  him.' 

The  king  expects  that  you  will  lay  the  whole  before  Con 
gress  ;  and  his  Majesty  flatters  himself  that  that  assembly, 
inspired  with  principles  different  from  those  which  Mr. 
Adams  has  discovered,  will  convince  his  Majesty  that  they 
know  how  to  prize  those  marks  of  favor  which  the  king 
has  constantly  shown  to  the  United  States. 

However,  sir,  the  king  does  not  undertake  to  point  out 

1  See  "  Diplomatic  Correspondence,"  vol.  V.,  pp.  208,  213,  232. 
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to  Congress  the  means  which  may  be  employed  to  indemify 
the  French  who  are  holders  of  the  paper-money.  His 
Majesty,  with  respect  to  that,  relies  entirely  on  the  justice 
and  wisdom  of  that  assembly.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

DE  VERGENNES. 


DCCCCV. 

TO    PAUL    JONES. 

PASSY,  5  July,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  yours  of  June  2ist,  with  the 
papers  it  enclosed,  from  M.  Genet,  who  had  kept  them 
a  day  or  two  to  translate  them  for  the  minister.  I 
approve  much  of  your  humanity  and  prudence,  but 
am  sorry  that  in  the  letter  to  Dr.  Bancroft  you  com 
plain  of  your  friends,  who  are  in  no  fault.  They  spare 
you,  and  have  not  even  hinted  that  if  you  had  stayed 
on  board  where  your  duty  lay,  instead  of  coming  to 
Paris,  you  would  not  have  lost  your  ship.  Now  you 
blame  them  as  having  deserted  you  in  recovering  her. 
Though  relinquishing  to  prevent  mischief  was  a  vol 
untary  act  of  your  own,  for  which  you  have  credit, 
hereafter,  if  you  should  observe,  on  occasion,  to  give 
your  officers  and  friends  a  little  more  praise  than  is 
their  due,  and  confess  more  fault  than  you  can  justly 
be  charged  with,  you  will  only  become  the  sooner  for 
it,  a  great  captain.  Criticising  and  censuring  almost 
every  one  you  have  to  do  with,  will  diminish  friends, 
increase  enemies,  and  thereby  hurt  your  affairs. 

I  continue  as  ever,  dear  sir,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
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DCCCCVI. 

TO    COUNT    DE    VERGENNES. 

PASSY,  10  July,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  received  the  letter  your  Excellency  did  me 
the  honor  of  writing  to  me,  dated  June  3Oth,  together 
with  the  papers  accompanying  it,  containing  the  cor 
respondence  of  Mr.  Adams.  I  have  taken  some  pains 
to  understand  the  subject,  and  obtain  information  of 
facts  from  persons  recently  arrived,  having  received  no 
letters  myself  that  explain  it.  I  cannot  say  that  I  yet 
perfectly  understand  it ;  but  in  this  I  am  clear,  that  if 
the  operation  directed  by  Congress  in  their  resolution 
of  March  the  i8th  occasions,  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  some  inequality  of  justice,  that  inconvenience 
ought  to  fall  wholly  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  States, 
who  reap  with  it  the  advantages  obtained  by  the  meas 
ure  ;  and  that  the  greatest  care  should  be  taken  that 
foreign  merchants,  particularly  the  French,  who  are 
our  creditors,  do  not  suffer  by  it.  This  I  am  so  con 
fident  the  Congress  will  do,  that  I  do  not  think  any 
representations  of  mine  necessary  to  persuade  them 
to  it. 

I  shall  not  fail,  however,  to  lay  the  whole  before 
them  ;  and  I  beg  that  the  king  may  be  assured  that 
their  sentiments,  and  those  of  the  Americans  in  gen 
eral,  with  regard  to  the  alliance,  as  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  learn  them,  not  only  from  private  letters,  but 
from  authentic  public  facts,  differ  widely  from  those 
that  seem  to  be  expressed  by  Mr.  Adams  in  his  letter 
to  your  Excellency,  and  are  filled  with  the  strongest 
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impressions  of  the  friendship  of  France,  of  the  gen 
erous  manner  in  which  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to 
enter  into  an  equal  treaty  with  us,  and  of  the  great 
obligations  our  country  is  under  for  the  important  aids 
he  has  since  afforded  us.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCVII. 

TO    ALEXANDER    SMALL.1 

PASSY,  22  July,  1780. 

You  see,  my  dear  sir,  that  I  was  not  afraid  my 
masters  would  take  it  amiss,  if  I  ran  to  see  an  old 
friend,  though  in  the  service  of  their  enemy.  They 
are  reasonable  enough  to  allow,  that  differing  politics 
should  not  prevent  the  intercommunication  of  phi 
losophers,  who  study  and  converse  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind.  But  you  have  doubts  about  coming  to  dine 
with  me.  I  suppose  you  will  not  venture  it ;  your  re 
fusal  will  not  indeed  do  so  much  honor  to  the  gener 
osity  and  good  nature  of  your  government,  as  to  your 
sagacity.  You  know  your  people,  and  I  do  not  expect 
you.  I  think,  too,  that  in  friendship  I  ought  not  to 
make  you  more  visits,  as  I  intended ;  but  I  send  my 
grandson  to  pay  his  duty  to  his  physician. 

You  inquired  about  my  gout,  and  I  forgot  to  ac 
quaint  you  that  I  had  treated  it  a  little  cavalierly  in 
its  two  last  accesses.  Finding  one  night  that  my  foot 
gave  me  more  pain  after  it  was  covered  warm  in  bed, 

1  A  surgeon  of  eminence  in  the  Brit-  larly  distinguished  himself  by  his  hu- 
ish  army,  then  passing  through  Paris  ;  manity  at  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill, 
brother  to  Colonel  Small,  who  particu-  near  Boston. — W.  T.  F. 
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I  put  it  out  of  bed  naked  ;  and,  perceiving  it  easier, 
I  let  it  remain  longer  than  I  at  first  designed,  and  at 
length  fell  asleep,  leaving  it  there  till  morning.  The 
pain  did  not  return,  and  I  grew  well.  Next  winter, 
having  a  second  attack,  I  repeated  the  experiment  ; 
not  with  such  immediate  success  in  dismissing  the 
gout,  but  constantly  with  the  effect  of  rendering  it  less 
painful,  so  that  it  permitted  me  to  sleep  every  night. 
I  should  mention  that  it  was  my  son  who  gave  me 
the  first  intimation  of  this  practice.  He  being  in  the 
old  opinion,  that  the  gout  was  to  be  drawn  out  by 
transpiration  ;  and  having  heard  me  say,  that  perspi 
ration  was  carried  on  more  copiously  when  the  body 
was  naked  than  when  clothed,  he  put  his  foot  out  of 
bed  to  increase  that  discharge,  and  found  ease  by  it, 
which  he  thought  a  confirmation  of  the  doctrine.  But 
this  method  requires  to  be  confirmed  by  more  experi 
ments,  before  one  can  conscientiously  recommend  it. 
I  give  it  you,  however,  in  exchange  for  your  receipt 
of  tartar  emetic  ;  because  the  commerce  of  philosophy 
as  well  as  other  commerce,  is  best  promoted  by  taking 
care  to  make  returns.  I  am  ever  yours  most  affec 
tionately,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCVIII. 

TO    CHARLES    W.  F.   DUMAS. 

PASSY,  26  July,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  wrote  to  Messrs,  de  Neufville  by  the 
last  post,  in  answer  to  theirs  of  the  i4th.  I  hope  they 
received  my  letter.  It  signified,  that  I  could  accept 
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the  bills  drawn  on  Mr.  Laurens.  I  find  by  a  vote  of 
Congress  on  the  4th  March,  that  they  then  stopped 
drawing,  and  I  am  informed  no  more  bills  have  been 
issued  since.  I  could  not  relish  those  gentlemen's 
proposal  of  mortgaging  all  our  estates,  for  the  little 
money  Holland  is  likely  to  lend  us.  But  I  am  obliged 
to  them  for  their  zeal  in  our  cause. 

I  received,  and  thank  you  for,  the  protest  relating 
to  the  election  of  the  coadjutor.  You  seem  to  be  too 
much  affected  with  the  taking  of  Charleston.  It  is 
so  far  a  damage  to  us,  as  it  will  enable  the  enemy  to 
exchange  a  great  part  of  the  prisoners  we  had  in  our 
hands  ;  otherwise  their  affairs  will  not  be  much  ad 
vanced  by  it.  They  have  successively  been  in  posses 
sion  of  the  capitals  of  five  provinces,  viz.,  Massachu 
setts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Pennsylvania,  New  York, 
and  Georgia ;  but  were  not  therefore  in  possession  of 
the  provinces  themselves.  New  York  and  Georgia 
still  continue  their  operations  as  free  States  ;  and  so 
I  suppose  will  South  Carolina.  The  cannon  will  be 
recovered  with  the  place  ;  if  not,  our  furnaces  are 
constantly  at  work  in  making  more.  The  destroying 
of  our  ships  by  the  English  is  only  like  shaving  our 
beards,  which  will  grow  again.  Their  loss  of  prov 
inces  is  like  the  loss  of  a  limb,  which  can  never  again 
be  united  to  their  body.  I  was  sorry  to  hear  of  your 
indisposition.  Take  care  of  yourself.  Honey  is  a 
good  thing  for  obstructions  in  the  reins.  I  hope  your 
health  is  by  this  time  reestablished. 

I  am  less  committed  than  you  imagine  in  the  affair 
between  Jones  and  Landais.  The  latter  was  not  dis- 
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possessed  by  me  of  his  command,  but  quitted  it.  He 
afterwards  took  it  into  his  head  to  resume  it,  which 
the  former's  too  long  stay  at  Paris  gave  him  an  op 
portunity  of  effecting.  Captain  Jones  is  going  in  the 
Ariel  frigate  to  America,  where  they  may  settle  their 
affairs  as  they  can. 

The  captain  commandant  of  Dunkirk,  who  occasion 
ed  the  loss  of  our  despatches,  is  himself  taken  by  the 
English.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  what  Mr. 
White  told  you,  about  the  facility  with  which  the  tax 
was  collected. 

The  same  Baron  de  Wulffen  has  not  pleased  me, 
having  left  little  debts  behind  him  unpaid,  though  I 
furnished  him  with  twenty  guineas.  As  he  had  been 
with  his  brother  at  Venloo,  before  he  saw  you,  where 
he  might  get  money,  I  wonder  at  his  borrowing  of 
you. 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  his  Excellency, 
John  Adams,  whom  I  earnestly  recommend  to  your 
best  civilities.  He  has  never  been  in  Holland,  and 
your  counsels  will  be  of  use  to  him.  My  best  wishes 
attend  you,  being  ever,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCIX. 

TO    DE    VERGENNES. 

PASSY,  3  August,  1780. 

SIR  : — It  was  indeed  with  very  great  pleasure  that 
I  received  the  letter  your  Excellency  did  me  the 
honor  of  writing  me,  communicating  that  of  the 
President  of  Congress,  and  the  resolutions  of  that 
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body  relative  to  the  succors  then  expected  ;  for  the 
sentiments  therein  expressed  are  so  different  from  the 
language  held  by  Mr.  Adams  in  his  late  letters  to  your 
Excellency  as  to  make  it  clear  that  it  was  from  his 
particular  indiscretion  alone,  and  not  from  any  in 
structions  received  by  him,  that  has  given  such  just 
cause  of  displeasure,  and  that  it  is  impossible  that  his 
conduct  therein  should  be  approved  by  his  constitu 
ents.  I  am  glad  he  has  not  admitted  me  to  any  par 
ticipation  of  those  writings,  and  that  he  has  taken 
the  resolution  he  expresses,  of  not  communicating 
with  me,  or  making  use  of  my  intervention  in  his 
future  correspondence ;  a  resolution  that  I  believe  he 
will  keep,  as  he  has  never  yet  communicated  to  me 
more  of  his  business  in  Europe  than  I  have  seen  in 
the  newspapers.  I  live  upon  terms  of  civility  with 
him,  not  of  intimacy.  I  shall  as  you  desire  lay  before 
Congress  the  whole  correspondence  which  you  have 
sent  me  for  that  purpose.  With  the  greatest  and 
most  sincere  respect,  I  am,  sir,  yours,  etc.,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCX. 

TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

PASSY,  9  August,  1780. 

SIR  : — With  this  your  Excellency  will  receive  a 
copy  of  my  last,  dated  May  3ist,  the  original  of  which, 
with  copies  of  preceding  letters,  went  by  the  Alliance, 
Captain  Landais,  who  sailed  the  beginning  of  last 
month,  and  who  I  wish  may  arrive  safe  in  America, 
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being  apprehensive  that  by  her  long  delay  in  port, 
from  the  mutiny  of  the  people,  who  after  she  was 
ready  to  sail  refused  to  weigh  anchor  till  their  wages 
were  paid,  she  may  fall  in  the  way  of  the  English 
fleet  now  out ;  or  that  her  crew,  who  have  ever  been 
infected  with  disorder  and  mutiny,  may  carry  her  into 
England.  She  had,  on  her  first  coming  out,  a  con 
spiracy  for  that  purpose  ;  besides  which  her  officers 
and  captain  quarrelled  with  each  other,  the  captain 
with  Commodore  Jones,  and  there  have  been  so  many 
broils  among  them,  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  the 
business  forward  while  she  stayed,  and  she  is  at  length 
gone,  without  taking  the  quantity  of  stores  she  was 
capable  of  taking,  and  was  ordered  to  take. 

I  suppose  the  conduct  of  that  captain  will  be  inquired 
into  by  a  court-martial.  Captain  Jones  goes  home  in 
the  Ariel,  a  ship  we  have  borrowed  of  government 
here,  and  carries  one  hundred  and  forty-six  chests  of 
arms,  and  four  hundred  barrels  of  powder.  To  take 
the  rest  of  the  stores,  I  have  been  obliged  to  freight 
a  ship,  which,  being  well  armed  and  well  manned,  will, 
I  hope,  get  in  safe.  The  clothes  for  ten  thousand 
men  are,  I  think,  all  made  up  ;  there  are  also  arms 
for  fifteen  thousand,  new  and  good,  with  two  thou 
sand  barrels  of  powder.  Besides  this,  there  is  a  great 
quantity  of  cloth  I  have  bought,  of  which  you  will 
have  the  invoices  sent  by  Mr.  Williams  ;  another  large 
quantity  purchased  by  Mr.  Ross  ;  all  going  in  the  same 
ship.  x 

1  Captain  Landais  had  been  censured  the  cruise  with  Jones  at  the  time  of 
and  deprived  of  his  command,  in  con-  the  capture  of  the  Serapis.  When 
sequence  of  his  misconduct  while  on  Jones  was  about  to  depart  in  the 
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The  little  authority  we  have  here  to  govern  our 
armed  ships,  and  the  inconvenience  of  distance  from 
the  ports,  occasion  abundance  of  irregularities  in  the 
conduct  of  both  men  and  officers.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  no  more  of  those  vessels  will  be  sent  hither,  till 
our  code  of  laws  is  perfected  respecting  ships  abroad, 
and  proper  persons  appointed  to  manage  such  affairs 
in  the  seaports.  They  give  me  infinite  trouble  ;  and, 
though  I  endeavor  to  act  for  the  best,  it  is  without 
satisfaction  to  myself,  being  unacquainted  with  that 
kind  of  business.  I  have  often  mentioned  the  appoint 
ment  of  a  consul  or  consuls.  The  Congress  have, 
perhaps,  not  yet  had  time  to  consider  that  matter. 

Having  already  sent  you,  by  different  conveyances, 


Alliance  for  America,  in  June,  1780, 
Landais  went  to  L'Orient  without 
orders,  raised  a  mutiny  among  the 
officers  and  sailors,  in  consequence  of 
their  not  having  been  paid  their  prize- 
money,  and  took  command  of  the 
ship  while  Jones  was  absent.  An 
order  was  obtained  from  the  French 
government  to  arrest  Landais,  but  he 
sailed  before  the  order  arrived.  Arthur 
Lee  was  a  passenger  in  the  Alliance, 
and  advised  Landais  to  resist  the 
authority  of  Jones,  and  take  command 
of  the  vessel.  The  passengers  had 
reason  to  regret  this  rash  measure, 
however,  before  they  reached  Boston, 
to  which  port  they  were  bound.  Lan 
dais  behaved  in  so  strange  a  manner, 
that  it  was  found  necessary  to  deprive 
him  of  his  command,  and  to  put  the 
vessel  under  the  charge  of  the  first 
lieutenant.  In  a  letter  to  Robert 
Morris,  dated  at  L'Orient,  June 
27th,  Jones  speaks  of  this  affair  as 
follows  : 

' '  What  gives  me  the  greatest  pain 
is,  that,  after  I  had  obtained  from  the 
government,  the  means  of  transport 
ing  to  America,  under  a  good  protec 


tion,  the  arms  and  clothing  I  had 
already  mentioned,  Mr.  Lee  should 
have  found  means  to  defeat  my  inten 
tions.  I  thank  God  I  am  of  no  party, 
and  have  no  brothers  or  relations  to 
serve  ;  but  I  am  convinced  that  Mr. 
Lee  has  acted  in  this  matter  merely 
because  I  would  not  become  the  en 
emy  of  the  venerable,  the  wise,  and 
the  good  Franklin,  whose  heart,  as 
well  as  head,  does  and  will  always  do 
honor  to  human  nature.  I  know  the 
great  and  good  in  this  kingdom  better, 
perhaps,  than  any  other  American, 
who  has  appeared  in  Europe  since 
the  treaty  of  alliance  ;  and,  if  my  tes 
timony  could  add  any  thing  to  Frank 
lin's  reputation,  I  could  witness  the 
universal  veneration  and  esteem  with 
which  his  name  inspires  all  ranks,  not 
only  at  Versailles,  and  all  over  this 
kingdom,  but  also  in  Spain  and  Hol 
land.  And  I  can  add,  from  the  tes 
timony  of  the  first  characters  of  other 
nations,  that  with  them  envy  itself  is 
dumb  when  the  name  of  Franklin  is 
but  mentioned." — See  "  Life  of  Paul 
Jones,"  New  Yorked.,  1833,  pp.  261- 
279. 
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copies  of  my  proceedings  with  the  court  of  Denmark, 
relative  to  the  three  prizes  delivered  up  to  the  Eng 
lish,  and  requested  the  instructions  of  Congress,  I 
hope  soon  to  receive  them.  I  mentioned  a  letter  from 
the  Congress  to  that  court,  as  what  I  thought  might 
have  a  good  effect.  I  have  since  had  more  reasons 
to  be  of  that  opinion. 

The  unexpected  delay  of  Mr.  Deane's  arrival  has 
retarded  the  settlement  of  the  joint  accounts  of  the 
Commission,  he  having  had  the  chief  management  of 
the  commercial  part,  and  being  therefore  best  able  to 
explain  difficulties.  I  have  just  now  the  pleasure  to 
hear  that  the  Fier  Roderigue,  with  the  convoy  from 
Virginia,  arrived  at  Bordeaux,  all  safe  except  one  to 
bacco  ship,  that  foundered  at  sea,  the  men  saved  ; 
and  I  have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Deane  that  he  is  at  Ro- 
chelle,  proposes  to  stop  a  few  days  at  Nantes,  and 
then  proceed  to  Paris,  when  I  shall  endeavor  to  see 
that  business  completed  with  all  possible  expedition. 

Mr.  Adams  has  given  offence  to  the  court  here,  by 
some  sentiments  and  expressions  contained  in  several 
of  his  letters  written  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes.  I 
mention  this  with  reluctance,  though  perhaps  it  would 
have  been  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  with  such  a  cir 
cumstance,  even  were  it  not  required  of  me  by  the 
minister  himself.  He  has  sent  me  copies  of  the  cor 
respondence,  desiring  I  would  communicate  them  to 
Congress;  and  I  send  them  herewith.1  Mr.  Adams 
did  not  show  me  his  letters  before  he  sent  them.  I 

1  These  letters  will  be  found  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  "  Diplomatic  Corre 
spondence." 
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have,  in  a  former  letter  to  Mr.  Lovell,  mentioned 
some  of  the  inconveniences  that  attend  the  having 
more  than  one  minister  at  the  same  court ;  one  of 
which  inconveniences  is,  that  they  do  not  always  hold 
the  same  language,  and  that  the  impressions  made  by 
one,  and  intended  for  the  service  of  his  constituents, 
may  be  effaced  by  the  discourse  of  the  other.  It  is 
true  that  Mr.  Adams'  proper  business  is  elsewhere ; 
but  the  time  not  being  come  for  that  business,  and 
having  nothing  else  here  wherewith  to  employ  himself, 
he  seems  to  have  endeavored  to  supply  what  he  may 
suppose  my  negotiations  defective  in.  He  thinks,  as 
he  tells  me  himself,  that  America  has  been  too  free  in 
expressions  of  gratitude  to  France  ;  for  that  she  is 
more  obliged  to  us  than  we  to  her ;  and  that  we  should 
show  spirit  in  our  applications.  I  apprehend  that  he 
mistakes  his  ground,  and  that  this  court  is  to  be  treated 
with  decency  and  delicacy.  The  king,  a  young  and 
virtuous  prince,  has,  I  am  persuaded,  a  pleasure  in 
reflecting  on  the  generous  benevolence  of  the  action 
in  assisting  an  oppressed  people,  and  proposes  it  as  a 
part  of  the  glory  of  his  reign.  I  think  it  right  to 
increase  this  pleasure  by  our  thankful  acknowledg 
ments,  and  that  such  an  expression  of  gratitude  is  not 
only  our  duty,  but  our  interest.  A  different  conduct 
seems  to  me  what  is  not  only  improper  and  unbecom 
ing,  but  what  may  be  hurtful  to  us.  Mr.  Adams,  on 
the  other  hand,  who,  at  the  same  time,  means  our 
welfare  and  interest  as  much  as  I,  or  any  man,  can  do, 
seems  to  think  a  little  apparent  stoutness,  and  a 
greater  air  of  independence  and  boldness  in  our  de- 
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mands,  will  procure  us  more  ample  assistance.  It  is 
for  Congress  to  judge  and  regulate  their  affairs  ac 
cordingly. 

M.  de  Vergennes,  who  appears  much  offended,  told 
me,  yesterday,  that  he  would  enter  into  no  further  dis 
cussions  with  Mr.  Adams,  nor  answer  any  more  of  his 
letters.  He  has  gone  to  Holland  to  try,  as  he  told 
me,  whether  something  might  not  be  done  to  render 
us  less  dependent  on  France.  He  says  the  ideas  of 
this  court  and  those  of  the  people  of  America  are  so 
totally  different,  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  minister 
to  please  both.  He  ought  to  know  America  better 
than  I  do,  having  been  there  lately,  and  he  may  choose 
to  do  what  he  thinks  will  best  please  the  people  of 
America.  But  when  I  consider  the  expressions  of 
Congress  in  many  of  their  public  acts,  and  particu 
larly  in  their  letter  to  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  of 
the  24th  of  May  last,  I  cannot  but  imagine  that  he 
mistakes  the  sentiments  of  a  few  for  the  general 
opinion.  It  is  my  intention,  while  I  stay  here,  to 
procure  what  advantages  I  can  for  our  country,  by 
endeavoring  to  please  this  court ;  and  I  wish  I  could 
prevent  any  thing  being  said  by  any  of  our  country 
men  here  that  may  have  a  contrary  effect,  and  in 
crease  an  opinion  lately  showing  itself  in  Paris,  that 
we  seek  a  difference,  and  with  a  view  of  reconciling 
ourselves  to  England.  Some  of  them  have  of  late 
been  very  indiscreet  in  their  conversations. 

I  have  received,  eight  months  after  their  date,  the 
instructions  of  Congress  relating  to  a  new  article  for 
guaranteeing  the  fisheries.  The  expected  negotiations 
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for  a  peace  appearing  of  late  more  remote,  and  being 
too  much  occupied  with  other  affairs,  I  have  not  hith 
erto  proposed  that  article.  But  I  purpose  doing  it 
next  week.  It  appears  so  reasonable  and  equitable, 
that  I  do  not  foresee  any  difficulty.  In  my  next,  I 
shall  give  you  an  account  of  what  passes  on  the  oc 
casion. 

The  silver  medal  ordered  by  the  Chevalier  de  Fleu- 
ry,  has  been  delivered  to  his  order  here,  he  being  gone 
to  America.  The  others,  for  Brigadier-General  Wayne 
and  Colonel  Stewart,  I  shall  send  by  the  next  good 
opportunity. 

The  two  thousand  pounds  I  furnished  to  Messrs. 
Adams  and  Jay,  agreeably  to  an  order  of  Congress, 
for  themselves  and  secretaries,  being  nearly  expended 
and  no  supplies  to  them  arriving,  I  have  thought  it 
my  duty  to  furnish  them  with  further  sums,  hoping  the 
supplies  promised  will  soon  arrive  to  reimburse  me, 
and  enable  me  to  pay  the  bills  drawn  on  Mr.  Laurens 
in  Holland,  which  I  have  engaged  for,  to  save  the 
public  credit,  the  holders  of  those  bills  threatening 
otherwise  to  protest  them.  Messrs,  de  Neufville  of 
Amsterdam  had  accepted  some  of  them.  I  have 
promised  those  gentlemen  to  provide  for  the  payment 
before  they  become  due,  and  to  accept  such  others  as 
shall  be  presented  to  me.  I  hear,  and  hope  it  is  true, 
that  the  drawing  of  such  bills  is  stopped,  and  that 
their  number  and  value  is  not  very  great. 

The  bills  drawn  in  favor  of  M.  de  Beaumarchais  for 
the  interest  of  his  debt  are  paid. 

The  German  prince,  who  gave  me  a  proposal  some 
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months  since  for  furnishing  troops  to  the  Congress, 
has  lately  desired  an  answer.  I  gave  no  expectation 
that  it  was  likely  you  would  agree  to  such  a  proposal  ; 
but,  being  pressed  to  send  it  to  you,  it  went  with  some 
of  my  former  letters. 

M.  Fouquet,  who  was  employed  by  Congress  to  in 
struct  people  in  making  gunpowder,  is  arrived  here, 
after  a  long  passage;  he  has  requested  me  to  transmit 
a  memorial  to  Congress,  which  I  do,  enclosed. 

The  great  public  event  in  Europe  of  this  year  is 
the  proposal  by  Russia,  of  an  armed  neutrality  for 
protecting  the  liberty  of  commerce.  The  proposition 
is  accepted  now  by  most  of  the  maritime  powers.  As 
it  is  likely  to  become  the  law  of  nations,  that  free 
ships  should  make  free  goods,  I  wish  the  Congress  to 
consider  whether  it  may  not  be  proper  to  give  orders 
to  their  cruisers  not  to  molest  foreign  ships,  but  con 
form  to  the  spirit  of  that  treaty  of  neutrality, 

The  English  have  been  much  elated  with  their  suc 
cess  at  Charleston.  The  late  news  of  the  junction  of 
the  French  and  Spanish  fleets  has  a  little  abated  their 
spirits  ;  and  I  hope  that  junction,  and  the  arrival  of 
the  French  troops  and  ships  in  North  America,  will 
soon  produce  news  that  may  afford  us  also  in  our 
turn  some  satisfaction. 

Application  has  been  made  to  me  here,  requesting 
that  I  would  solicit  Congress  to  permit  the  exchange 
of  William  John  Mawhood,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Seven 
teenth  Regiment,  taken  prisoner  at  Stony  Point,  July 
15,  1779,  and  confined  near  Philadelphia;  or,  if  the 
exchange  cannot  conveniently  be  made,  that  he  may 
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be  permitted  to  return  to  England  on  his  parole.  By 
doing  this  at  my  request,  the  Congress  will  enable  me 
to  oblige  several  friends  of  ours,  who  are  persons  of 
merit  and  distinction  in  this  country. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  present  my  duty  to  Congress, 
and  believe  me  to  be,  with  great  respect,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 

P.  S. — A  similar  application  has  been  made  to  me 
in  favor  of  Richard  Croft,  lieutenant  in  the  Twentieth 
Regiment,  a  prisoner  at  Charlottesville.  I  shall  be 
much  obliged  by  any  kindness  shown  to  that  young 
gentleman,  and  so  will  some  friends  of  ours  in  Eng 
land,  who  respect  his  father.  B.  F. 


DCCCCXI. 

TO    JAMES    LOVELL. 

PASSY,  10  August,  1780. 

SIR: — I  received  on  the  i2th  of  June,  1780,  copies 
of  your  several  favors  of  April  the  2Qth,  1779,  June 
the  1 3th,  1779,  July  the  9th  and  i6th,  August  and 
September  the  i6th,  1779.  You  will  see  by  this  what 
delays  our  correspondence  sometimes  meets  with.  I 
have  lately  received  two  of  fresher  date,  viz.  Febru 
ary  the  24th,  and  May  the  4th.  I  thank  you  much 
for  the  newspapers  and  journals  you  have  from  time 
to  time  sent  me  ;  I  endeavor  to  make  full  returns  in 
the  same  way.  I  could  furnish  a  multitude  of  de 
spatches  with  confidential  informations  taken  out  of 
the  papers  I  send  you,  if  I  chose  to  deal  in  that  kind 
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of  manufacture  ;  I  know  the  whole  art  of  it,  for  I 
have  had  several  volunteer  correspondents  in  Eng 
land,  who  have  in  their  letters  for  years  together  com 
municated  to  me  secrets  of  state,  extracted  from  the 
newspapers,  which  sometimes  came  to  hand  in  those 
papers  by  the  same  post,  and  sometimes  by  the  post 
before.  You  and  I  send  the  papers  themselves.  Our 
letters  may  appear  the  leaner,  but  what  fat  they  have 
is  their  own. 

I  wrote  to  you  the  1 7th  of  October,  and  the  1 6th 
of  March,  and  have  sent  duplicates,  some  of  which  I 
hope  got  to  hand.  You  mention  receiving  one  of 
September  the  3Oth,  and  one  of  December  3Oth,  but 
not  that  of  October  the  1 7th.  The  cipher  you  have 
communicated,  either  from  some  defect  of  your  ex 
planation,  or  in  my  comprehension,  is  not  yet  of  use 
to  me  ;  for  I  cannot  understand  by  it  the  little  speci 
men  you  have  written  in  it.  If  you  have  that  of  Mr. 
Dumas,  which  I  left  with  Mr.  Morris,  we  may  corre 
spond  by  it  when  a  few  sentences  are  required  only  to 
be  written  in  cipher,  but  it  is  too  tedious  for  a  whole 
letter. 

I  send  herewith  copies  of  the  instruments  annulling 
the  eleventh  and  twelfth  articles  of  the  treaty.1  The 
treaty  printed  here  by  the  court  omitted  them,  and 
numbered  the  subsequent  articles  accordingly. 

I  write  fully  to  the  President.  The  frequent  hin 
drances  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  meet  with 
in  writing  as  a  committee,  which  appear  from  the  ex 
cuses  in  your  particular  letters,  and  the  many  parts 

1  See  "  Diplomatic  Correspondence,"  vol.  I.,  p.  432. 
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of  my  letters  that  have  long  been  unanswered,  in 
cline  me  to  think  that  your  foreign  correspondence 
would  be  best  managed  by  one  secretary,  who  could 
write  when  he  had  an  opportunity,  without  waiting  for 
the  concurrence  or  opinions  of  his  brethren,  who 
cannot  always  be  got  conveniently  together.  My 
chief  letters  will,  therefore,  for  the  future,  be  addressed 
to  the  President,  till  further  orders. 

I  send  you  enclosed  some  more  of  Mr.  Hartley's 
letters.  He  continues  passionately  to  desire  peace 
with  America,  but  wishes  we  could  be  separated  from 
France.  With  great  esteem,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

DCCCCXII. 

TO    M.  SCHWEIGHAUSER. 

PASSY,  10  August,  1780. 

SIR  : — On  Tuesday,  the  8th  instant,  sundry  bills 
drawn  by  you  upon  me,  amounting  to  upwards  of 
7.30,000,  were  presented  at  my  house,  and  an  [sic]  im 
mediately  urged.  Being  that  day  at  Versailles,  and 
not  returning  till  late  in  the  evening,  I  gave  my 
answer  the  next  day,  that  having  no  advice  of  the 
said  bills,  and  not  knowing  on  what  account  they 
could  be  drawn,  I  did  not  accept  them. 

I  think  I  had  formerly  objected  to  the  drawing  of 
bills  for  the  amount  of  an  account  before  the  same 
had  been  delivered  in,  and  a  sufficient  time  allowed 
for  examining  and  considering  it  ;  which  appeared  to 
me  a  part  of  a  fair  dealing.  I  know,  however,  that  I 
objected  to  your  drawing  at  a  few  days  date,  which 
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might  be  expired  before  the  bills  could  be  presented, 
instead  of  so  many  sight,  and  that  you  promised  to 
conform  to  the  latter  method  for  the  future,  and  did 
so  accordingly  in  your  subsequent  bills.  These,  how 
ever,  were  drawn  at  eight  days'  date,  and  your  letter 
of  advice  with  the  account — if  your  correspondent 
had  authority  to  make  it,  which  I  think  he  had  not 
with  any  right  to  expect  my  paying  it  unaccompanied 
with  vouchers,  though  the  payment  was  so  hastily  and 
prematurely  demanded. 

On  receiving  your  and  my  letters,  I  find  the  case 
between  us  stands  thus :  June  2Oth,  you  wrote  to  me 
that  Capt.  Landais  had  summoned  your  correspond 
ents  to  furnish  his  wants  in  consequence  of  the  orders 
he  brought  to  you  from  Navy  Board,  and  that  you, 
knowing  there  had  been  disputes,  had  requested  M. 
Thevenard,  the  commandant,  to  give  your  correspond 
ents  orders  how  to  act,  till  my  orders  should  arrive.  I 
answered  you,  June  24th,  that  I  should  have  no  objec 
tions  to  "  your  supplying  the  Alliance  with  such  pro 
visions  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  present  subsist 
ence  of  the  people  that  are  on  board  her,  many  of 
whom  are  exchanged  prisoners,  honest  and  good 
men,  who  ought  not  to  suffer  famine  for  the  folly  of 
Capt.  Landais.  But  the  king  having  given  orders 
for  paying  all  the  necessary  charges  of  that  ship  during 
her  present  relache  at  L'Orient,  I  did  not  see  why  the 
application  had  been  made  to  you  unless  the  provisions 
furnished  ever  since  her  arrival  there  had  been  lately 
stopped,  which  I  had  heard,  because  this  was  unneces 
sarily  bringing  a  present  expense  upon  me,  besides 
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commencing  a  new  account  of  disbursements  in  another 
house,  that  will  rather  tend  to  confuse  the  affair,  and 
answer  no  good  purpose."  Adding,  "  I  shall  therefore 
write  by  this  post  to  L'Orient,  requesting  that  if  the 
provisions  have  been  stopped  on  account  of  Capt.  Lan- 
dais'  misconduct,  they  may  nevertheless  be  continued 
for  the  sake  of  the  poor  people."  You  will  observe  that 
this  permission  to  supply  was  conditional :  in  case  the 
provisions  furnished  otherwise  had  been  stopped  on 
account  of  the  Capt.  Landais'  misconduct.  That  it 
mentions  only  provisions,  and  those  necessary  for  the 
present  subsistence,  not  sea  stores  for  the  voyage  ;  sub 
sistence,  too,  for  the  people,  not  superfluities  for  the 
officers  ;  and  it  was  to  prevent  their  suffering  famine, 
not  to  regale  them  with  luxuries.  By  the  return  of 
the  post  from  L'Orient,  I  was  informed  that  the  pro 
visions  had  not  been  stopped,  and  it  appeared  to  be 
merely  the  will  of  Capt.  Landais  to  take  them,  with 
every  thing  he  had  a  fancy  for,  from  your  correspond 
ents  who,  it  seems,  were  very  willing  to  furnish  him 
liberally.  You  now,  in  yours  of  the  3d  instant,  speak 
of  my  having  approved  this  measure.  I  do  not  find 
among  the  copies  of  my  letters  any  other  approbation 
than  what  is  contained  in  the  above.  If  you  have 
any  such,  please  to  send  me  a  copy  of  it.  As  to  the 
above,  you  were  at  the  time  so  far  from  considering 
it  an  approbation,  that  you  acquaint  me  in  your  answer 
of  July  1 5th  that  you  had  given  positive  orders  to  that 
house  not  to  furnish  any  longer  to  that  frigate,  and 
that  they  nevertheless  had  continued  to  do  it ;  excus 
ing  themselves  with  this  slender  reason,  that  no  other 
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house  had  presented  itself  for  that  purpose.  It  was 
not  to  be  expected  that  another  house  would  present 
itself  to  Messrs.  Puchelberg  &  Co.  with  such  an 
offer ;  but  it  might  have  been  decent  for  them  to 
have  informed  themselves,  before  they  undertook  a 
business  that  was  in  execution  by  another  house, 
whether  that  house  had  refused  or  was  willing  to  con 
tinue  it.  You  cannot  but  see  upon  reflection  that, 
were  the  disbursements  necessary,  your  observation 
that  it  is  very  immaterial  to  me,  whether  they  were 
made  by  you  or  Messrs.  Gourlade  &  Moylan  is  ill- 
founded  ;  since  in  one  case  they  would  have  been  paid 
by  the  king,  who  would  not  probably  have  demanded 
payment  till  the  peace,  if  ever.  And  in  the  other  case 
they  are  demanded  of  my  [sic]  with  a  promptitude 
and  urgency  that  is  unusual  if  not  unfair  and  cannot 
but  be  disagreeable,  especially  when  I  consider  that 
the  ship  was  well  fitted  for  the  sea  and  on  the  point 
of  sailing  when  Capt.  Landais  took  possession  of  her, 
and  yet  an  account  of  near  32,000  livres  is  run  up 
against  her  in  a  few  weeks,  great  part  of  it  for  luxuries 
and  superfluities  in  extravagant  quantities,  and — if  I 
may  judge  of  those  I  do  not  know  by  those  I  do — at  very 
extravagant  prices.  Upon  the  whole,  since  you  con 
sider  it  as  a  necessary  compliance  with  the  orders  you 
received  from  the  Navy  Board,  I  must  refer  you  to 
them  for  the  consideration  and  allowance  of  your 
account.  They  have  neither  given  me  orders  nor 
furnished  me  with  money  to  pay  such  account,  and  I 
am  persuaded,  whatever  respect  they  may  with  me 
have  for  yourself,  they  will  not  be  much  pleased  with 
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the   conduct   of   Capt.  Landais   or   your   agents.     I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCXIII. 

TO    JOHN    PAUL    JONES. 

PASSY,  12  August,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  received  yours  by  the  Count  de  Vauban, 
and  I  send  by  him  my  public  despatches,  requesting 
you  to  sink  them  if  necessary.  I  am  glad  you  are  so 
near  ready  for  sailing.  I  return  all  the  papers  that 
were  enclosed  in  yours,  and  send  copies  of  some 
others,  which  perhaps  may  be  of  use  to  you  in  your 
future  affair  with  Landais. 

Depend  upon  it,  I  never  wrote  to  Mr.  Gillon,  that 
the  Bonhomme  Richard  was  a  privateer.  I  could 
not  write  so,  because  I  never  had  such  a  thought.  I 
will,  next  post,  send  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  him, 
by  which  you  will  see  that  he  has  only  forced  that 
construction  from  a  vague  expression  I  used,  merely 
to  conceal  from  him  (in  answering  his  idle  demand, 
that  I  would  order  your  squadron,  then  on  the  point 
of  sailing,  to  go  with  him  to  Carolina),  that  the  expe 
dition  was  at  the  expense  and  under  the  direction  of 
the  king,  which  it  was  not  proper  or  necessary  for 
him  to  know.  The  expression  I  used  was,  that  the 
concerned  had  destined  the  squadron  for  another  ser 
vice.  These  words,  the  concerned,  he  and  the  coun 
sellor  have  interpreted  to  mean  the  owner  of  a  pri 
vateer. 

I  shall  send  by  the  post  some  private  letters  for  my 
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American  friends,  for  which  I  had  no  time  by  your 
express.  If  you  should  be  still  at  L'Orientwhen  they 
come,  it  is  well ;  but  do  not  wait  a  moment  for  them, 
if  you  are  ready  to  sail,  and  the  wind  serves.  Adieu  ! 
I  wish  you  a  prosperous  voyage,  a  happy  sight  of  your 
friends  and  country,  and  that  you  may  be  received 
with  all  the  honors  you  have  so  justly  merited.  I  am, 
etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

P.  S. — I  say  nothing  about  the  prize-money,  having 
never  had  any  thing  to  do  with  it ;  but  I  will  endeavor 
to  forward  the  payment  to  those  honest  fellows  who 
are  gone  to  America.  Pray  let  me  know  if  the  de 
spatches  I  formerly  sent  down  to  go  with  you  in  the 
Alliance  are  gone  in  her.  There  were  letters  con 
taining  the  proceedings  about  Captain  Landais. 


DCCCCXIV. 

TO    MR.   AND    MRS.   WEST. 

PASSY,  1 6  August,  1780. 

I  received  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Strange,  and  con 
templated  with  great  pleasure,  the  representations  of 
my  dear  friends  Mr.  and  Mrs.  West  and  their  children, 
contained  in  the  fine  print  they  have  been  so  kind  as 
to  send  me.  I  pray  God  to  bless  them  all,  particularly 
my  godson,  and  grant  them  to  live  as  long  as  I  have 
done,  and  with  as  much  health,  who  continue  as 
hearty  as  a  buck,  with  a  hand  still  steady,  as  they  may 
see  by  this  writing.  I  hope  yet  to  embrace  them  once 
more  in  peace.  In  the  meantime  I  wish  them  every 
kind  of  felicity,  being  with  sincere  respect  and  esteem, 
Theirs  affectionately,  B.  FRANKLIN. 
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DCCCCXV. 

TO    THE    COUNT    DE    VERGENNES. 

PASSY,  7  September,   1780. 

SIR  : — I  received  the  letter  your  Excellency  did 
me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me,  the  i4th  instant,  on 
the  appointment  of  consuls.  I  have  not  yet  received 
any  orders  or  instructions  from  the  Congress  relating 
to  that  object.  I  shall  transmit  to  that  body  a  copy 
of  your  Excellency's  letter,  but  as  the  office  of  consul 
has  not  been  heretofore  in  use  in  America,  and  they 
may  therefore  not  be  so  well  acquainted  with  the  usual 
functions  and  powers  of  such  an  officer  in  Europe  as 
to  send  me  instructions  equally  complete  and  perfect 
with  those  your  Excellency  could  send  to  M.  de  la 
Luzerne,  if  the  convention  were  to  be  treated  there, 
I  would  submit  it  to  your  judgment  whether  that 
method  may  not  be  the  best  and  shortest.  As  it  is  a 
matter  of  the  same  general  nature  with  others  that 
are  enumerated  among  the  powers  of  Congress  in  the 
Articles  of  Confederation,  though  not  particularly 
mentioned  ;  and  as  the  grant  in  the  2gih  article  of  the 
treaty  is  to  the  States  United,  and  not  to  each  sepa 
rately  ;  and  further,  as  the  having  a  consul  for  each 
State,  or  thirteen  American  consuls,  in  each  port  of 
France  would  be  more  expense  and  inconvenience 
than  of  real  utility,  I  cannot  imagine  that  the  author 
ity  of  Congress  to  make  the  necessary  convention  will 
be  disputed  by  the  particular  States.  With  the  great 
est  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  Excel 
lency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant. 

B.   FRANKLIN. 
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DCCCCXVI. 

DIPLOMATIC  MEMORANDUM  ENCLOSING  A  SKETCH  OF  THE 
FINANCIAL  SITUATION.1 

N'ayant  aucun  moyen  de  satisfaire  aux  payemens 
de  sommes  aussi  considerables,  &  ne  pouvant  suppor 
ter  1'idee  de  perdre  le  reste  de  confiance  que  nous 
avons  acquis  en  Europe  par  un  retour  a  protest,  qui 
appreteroit  a  rire  aux  Anglois  a  nos  depens  en  leur 
fournissant  les  moyens  d'ajouter  des  realites  aux  fic 
tions  qu'ils  ne  cessent  de  repandre. 

Le  poids  de  la  guerre  ne  permettant  pas  au  gou- 
vernement  de  diviser  ses  moyens,  pour  la  pousser  avec 
vigueur  je  lui  ai  propose  un  expedient  qui  peut  nous 
secourir  sans  lui  etre  a  charge,  c'est  a  dire  que  je 
m'engagerois  envers  lui  que  le  Congres  fourniroit  par 
lui-meme,  ou  par  les  agents  frangois,  a  ses  fraix  les 
vivres  necessaires  aux  troupes  de  France  en  Ame- 
rique  jusqu'a  la  concurrence  de  nos  besoins  suivant 
1'etat  ci  joint,  &  pour  le  payement  desquels  il  fournira 
ici  les  sommes  necessaires  aux  epoques  fixees. 

Tout  ce  que  le  Congres  fourneroit  au  dela  seroit 
rembourse  ici  &  employe  a  lui  faire  passer  les  articles 
d'Europe  qui  lui  seroit  necessaires ;  on  eviteroit  par 
la  tous  les  fraix,  les  inconveniens,  les  longueurs,  & 
les  risques  qui  resultent  necessairement  d'une  aussi 
grande  distance. 

B.   FRANKLIN. 

A  PASSY  ce  26  Sept.,  1780. 

'  The  "  having  "  in  French  of  the  ing  in  beard,  but  a  younger  brother's 
person  who  prepared  this  statement  revenue."  We  give  it,  however,  as 
must  have  been  like  Beatrice's  "  hav-  we  find  it. 
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E"TAT   DES   FONDS  NECESSAIRES  POUR   LES   EPOQUES  CY   APRES, 

SCAVOIR. 

Des  a  present  (26  Sepbre.,  1780)  et  jusqu' 

a  la  fin  de  cette  annee,    les   traites  du 

bureau  d'emprunt  .....  7.500,000 
Celles  de  Nantes  pour  solde  des  achats 

qui  y  ont  e"te  fait 300,000 

Le  fret  et  armement  du  vaisseau  le  Marqs. 

de  la  Fayette    ......     200,000 

Les  traittes  du  Congres  pour  mille  livs. 

sterg        .......       24,000 


Dans  le  quartier  de  Janvr.,  Fev.  et  Mars, 
il  y  aura  a  payer,  les  traittes  du  bureau 
d'emprunt 

Les  50  mille  dollars  de  traittes  du  Con 
gres  (a  5th)  . 

Le  reste  de  celles  de  M.  Lawrens 

Et  les  depenses  courantes  .... 


800,000 


25,000 
24,000 
26,000 


Dans  les  3  mois  d'Avril,  May  &  Juin,  du 

bureau  d'emprunt  .....  800,000 

Acceptations  de  Beaumarchais  .         .         .  144,000 

A  compte  des  draps  achete"s  pr.  le  Con 
gres  100,000 

Les  depences  courantes     ....  36,000 


Dans  les  3  mois  de  Juillet,  Aoust  et  Sep- 

tembre,  les  traittes  du  bureau  d'emprunt  800,000 

A  compte  de  draps  achete's  par  le  Con 
gres  100,000 

Les  depenses  courantes      ....       34,000 


Dans  les  3  mois  d'Octobre,  Novembre  et 
Decembre,  les  traittes  du  bureau  d'em 
prunt  

Pour  solde  des  achats  de  drap    . 

Les  depenses  courantes      .         .         .         . 


900,000 

200,000 

38,000 


7.1,024,000 


/.i,ooo,ooo 


—     7.i,o8o,ooo 


7.934,000 


7.1,138,000 
7.5,176,000 
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DCCCCXVII. 

TO    CHARLES    W.    F.   DUMAS. 

PASSY,  2  October,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  duly  your  several  letters  of 
the  1 2th,  1 5th,  i;th,  iQth,  and  2ist  of  September.  I 
am  much  pleased  with  the  intelligence  you  sent  me, 
and  with  the  papers  you  have  had  printed. 

Mr.  Searle  is  a  military  officer  of  the  Pennsylvania 
troops,  and  a  member  of  Congress.  He  has  some 
commission  to  execute  for  that  province,  but  none 
that  I  know  of  from  Congress.  He  has  an  open 
letter  for  you  from  Mr.  Lovell,  which  he  has  shown 
me.  It  is  full  of  expressions  of  his  esteem  ;  and  I 
understand  from  Mr.  Searle  that  you  stand  exceed 
ingly  well  with  the  Committee  and  with  the  Congress 
in  general.  I  am  sorry  to  see  any  marks  of  uneasiness 
and  apprehension  in  your  letters.  M,  Chaumont  tells 
me  that  you  want  some  assurance  of  being  continued. 
The  Congress  itself  is  changeable  at  the  pleasure  of 
their  electors,  and  none  of  their  servants  have,  or  can 
have,  any  such  assurance.  If,  therefore,  any  thing 
better  for  you,  and  more  substantial,  should  offer,  no 
body  can  blame  you  for  accepting  it,  however  satis 
fied  they  may  be  with  your  services.  But,  as  to  the 
continuance  of  what  you  may  enjoy,  or  of  something 
as  valuable  in  the  service  of  the  Congress,  I  think 
you  may  make  yourself  easy  ;  for  your  appointment 
seems  more  likely  to  be  increased  than  diminished, 
though  it  does  not  belong  to  me  to  promise  any  thing. 

Mr.  Laurens  was  to  sail  three  days  after  Mr.  Searle, 
who  begins  to  fear  he  must  be  lost,  as  it  was  a  small 
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vessel   he   intended  to   embark  in.      He  was  bound 
directly  to  Holland.1 

I  enclose  some  extracts  of  letters  from  two  French 
officers  of  distinction  in  the  army  of  M.  de  Rocham- 
beau,  which  are  pleasing,  as  they  mark  the  good  in 
telligence  that  subsists  between  the  troops,  contrary 
to  the  reports  circulated  by  the  English.  They  will 
do  perhaps  for  your  Leyden  Gazette.  With  great  es 
teem  and  affection,  I  am  ever,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 

DCCCCXVIII. 

TO    JOHN    JAY. 

PASSY,  2  October,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  duly  and  in  good  order  the 
several  letters  you  have  written  to  me  of  August 
1 6th,  iQth,  September  8th  and  22d.  The  papers  that 

1  This  was  Henry  Laurens,  of  South  Holland,  but  as  Mr.  Adams  had  been 
Carolina,  who  had  been  a  prominent  commissioned  as  Minister  Plenipoten- 
member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  tiary  to  that  court,  he  applied  for 
of  which  he  succeeded  Hancock  as  leave  to  return.  In  reply  to  this 
President.  In  August,  1780,  he  was  request,  he  was  directed  by  Congress 
appointed  a  Commissioner  to  negotiate  to  join  Messrs.  Franklin,  Adams,  and 
a  loan  in  Holland.  A  few  days  after  Jay  at  Paris  to  assist  in  negotiating  a 
he  sailed,  he  was  captured  by  an  Eng-  general  peace.  He  returned  to  the 
lish  cruiser,  was  sent  to  England  and  United  States  in  1784,  and  died  on  the 
confined  in  the  Tower.  Though  8th  of  December,  1792,  at  the  age  of 
nearly  three  months  had  elapsed  since  69.  His  official  correspondence,  which 
he  sailed,  Franklin  had  not  yet  been  will  be  found  in  the  2d  volume  of  the 
apprised  of  his  fate.  After  a  tedious  "Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  the 
and  painful  imprisonment  of  fifteen  American  Revolution,"  reproaches 
months  he  was  finally  released  in  ex-  Franklin  with  a  neglect  to  do  all  that 
change  for  Lord  Cornwallis.  The  he  might  and  should  have  done  to 
papers  with  which  he  was  charged  by  shorten  his  imprisonment.  These  re- 
Congress  he  threw  overboard  when  preaches,  as  will  appear  later,  were 
captured,  but  they  were  secured  by  the  entirely  undeserved.  Nothing  that 
enemy  before  they  had  time  to  sink.  Franklin  or  any  one  else  could  do 
They  were  forwarded  to  London,  and  would  have  induced  the  British  gov- 
their  contents  were  the  proximate  eminent  to  give  Laurens  his  freedom 
cause  of  the  war  that  soon  ensued  be-  at  any  time  before  the  capture  of 
tween  Holland  and  England.  Upon  Cornwallis. 
his  release  Mr.  Laurens  repaired  to 
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accompanied  them  of  your  writing  gave  me  the  pleas 
ure  of  seeing  the  affairs  of  our  country  in  such  good 
hands,  and  the  prospect,  from  your  youth,  of  its  hav 
ing  the  service  of  so  able  a  minister  for  a  great  num 
ber  of  years.  But  the  little  success  that  has  attended 
your  late  applications  for  money  mortified  me  ex 
ceedingly  ;  and  the  storm  of  bills,  which  I  found 
coming  upon  us  both,  has  terrified  and  vexed  me  to 
such  a  degree,  that  I  have  been  deprived  of  sleep, 
and  so  much  indisposed  by  continual  anxiety,  as  to 
be  rendered  almost  incapable  of  writing. 

At  length  I  got  over  a  reluctance  that  was  almost 
invincible,  and  made  another  application  to  the  gov 
ernment  here  for  more  money.  I  drew  up  and  pre 
sented  a  state  of  debts  and  newly  expected  demands, 
and  requested  its  aid  to  extricate  me.  Judging  from 
your  letters  that  you  were  not  likely  to  obtain  any 
thing  considerable  from  your  court,  I  put  down  in  my 
estimate  the  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  drawn  upon 
you,  with  the  same  sum  drawn  upon  me,  as  what 
would  probably  come  to  me  for  payment.  I  have  now 
the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  my  memorial  was 
received  in  the  kindest  and  most  friendly  manner  ; 
and,  though  the  court  here  is  not  without  its  embar 
rassments  on  account  of  money,  I  was  told  to  make 
myself  easy,  for  that  I  should  be  assisted  with  what 
was  necessary. 

Mr.  Searle  arriving  about  this  time,  and  assuring 
me  there  had  been  a  plentiful  harvest  and  great  crops 
of  all  kinds  ;  that  the  Congress  had  demanded  of  the 
several  States  contributions  in  produce,  which  would 
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be  cheerfully  given  ;  that  they  would  therefore  have 
plenty  of  provisions  to  dispose  of  ;  and,  I  being  much 
pleased  with  the  generous  behavior  just  experienced, 
I  presented  another  paper,  proposing,  in  order  to  ease 
the  government  here,  which  had  been  so  willing  to 
ease  us,  that  the  Congress  might  furnish  their  army 
in  America  with  provisions  in  part  payment  for  the 
services  lent  us.  This  proposition,  I  was  told,  was 
well  taken  ;  but  it  being  considered  that  the  States 
having  the  enemy  in  their  country,  and  obliged  to 
make  great  expenses  for  the  present  campaign,  the  fur 
nishing  so  much  provisions  as  the  French  army  might 
need  might  straiten  and  be  inconvenient  to  the  Con 
gress,  his  Majesty  did  not  at  this  time  think  it  right  to 
accept  the  offer.  You  will  not  wonder  at  my  loving 
this  good  prince ;  he  will  win  the  hearts  of  all 
America. 

If  you  are  not  so  fortunate  in  Spain,  continue,  how 
ever,  the  even  good  temper  you  have  hitherto  mani 
fested.  Spain  owes  us  nothing  ;  therefore,  whatever 
friendship  she  shows  us  in  lending  money,  or  furnish 
ing  clothes,  etc.,  though  not  equal  to  our  wants  and 
wishes,  is  however  taut  de  gagne.  Those  who  have 
begun  to  assist  us  are  more  likely  to  continue  than  to 
decline,  and  we  are  still  so  much  obliged  as  their  aids 
amount  to.  But  I  hope,  and  am  confident,  that  court 
will  be  wiser  than  to  take  advantage  of  our  distress, 
and  insist  on  our  making  sacrifices  by  an  agreement, 
which  the  circumstances  of  such  distress  would  here 
after  weaken,  and  the  very  proposition  can  only  give 
disgust  at  present.  Poor  as  we  are,  yet,  as  I  know 


1 30  THE  WORKS  OF  [1780 


we  shall  be  rich,  I  would  rather  agree  with  them  to 
buy  at  a  great  price  the  whole  of  their  right  on  the 
Mississippi,  than  sell  a  drop  of  its  waters.  A  neigh 
bor  might  as  well  ask  me  to  sell  my  street  door. 

I  wish  you  could  obtain  an  account  of  what  they 
have  supplied  us  with  already  in  money  and  goods. 

M.  Grand  informing  me  that  one  of  the  bills 
drawn  on  you  having  been  sent  from  hence  to  Madrid 
was  come  back  unaccepted,  I  have  directed  him  to  pay 
it  ;  and  he  has,  at  my  request  undertaken  to  write  to 
the  Marquis  D'Yranda,  to  assist  you  with  money  to 
answer  such  bills  as  you  are  not  otherwise  enabled  to 
pay,  and  to  draw  on  him  for  the  amount ;  which  drafts 
I  shall  answer  here  as  far  as  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars.  If  you  expect  more,  acquaint  me.  But  pray 
write  to  Congress,  as  I  do,  to  forbear  this  practice, 
which  is  so  extremely  hazardous,  and  may,  some  time 
or  other,  prove  very  mischievous  to  their  credit  and 
affairs.  I  have  undertaken,  too,  for  the  bills  drawn 
on  Mr.  Laurens,  that  have  yet  appeared.  He  was 
to  have  sailed  three  days  after  Mr.  Searle,  that  is,  the 
1 8th  of  July.  Mr.  Searle  begins  to  be  in  pain  for 
him,  having  no  good  opinion  of  the  little  vessel  he 
was  to  embark  in. 

We  have  letters  from  America  to  the  7th  of  Au 
gust.  The  spirit  of  our  people  was  never  higher. 
Vast  exertions  making  are  preparatory  for  some  im 
portant  action  ;  great  harmony  and  affection  between 
the  troops  of  the  two  nations;  the  new  money  in  good 
credit,  etc. 

I  will  write  to  you  again  shortly,  and  to  Mr.   Car- 
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michael.  I  shall  now  be  able  to  pay  up  your  salaries 
complete  for  the  year  ;  but,  as  demands  unforeseen 
are  continually  coming  upon  me,  I  still  retain  the  ex 
pectations  you  have  given  me,  of  being  reimbursed 
out  of  the  first  remittances  you  receive. 

If  you  find  any  inclination  to  hug  me  for  the  good 
news  of  this  letter,  I  constitute  and  appoint  Mrs.  Jay 
my  attorney  to  receive  in  my  behalf  your  embraces. 
With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  dear  sir,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCXIX. 

TO    J.   ADAMS. 

PASSY,  2  October,  1780. 

SIR  : — By  all  our  late  advices  from  America,  the 
hopes  you  express  that  our  countrymen,  instead  of 
amusing  themselves  any  longer  with  delusive  dreams 
of  peace,  would  bend  the  whole  force  of  their  minds 
to  find  out  their  own  strength  and  resources,  and  to 
depend  upon  themselves,  are  actually  accomplished.1 
All  the  accounts  I  have  seen  agree  that  the  spirit  of 
our  people  was  never  higher  than  at  present,  nor  their 
exertions  more  vigorous. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  extracts  of  some  letters  from 
two  French  officers,  a  colonel  and  lieutenant-colonel 
in  the  army  of  M.  de  Rochambeau,  which  are  the 

1  In  a  letter  dated  August  17,  1780,  our  countrymen,  instead  of  amusing 

Adams  had  written  Franklin:   "It  is  themselves  any  longer  with  delusive 

very  plain,  however,  that  speculation  dreams  of  peace,  will  bend  the  whole 

and  disputation  can  do  us  little  ser-  force  of  their  minds  to  augment  their 

vice.       No    facts    are    believed,    but  navy,  to  find  out  their  own  strength 

decisive  military  conquests  ;  no  argu-  and  resources,  and   to  depend  upon 

ments   are   seriously   attended    to   in  themselves." 
Europe,  but  force.     It  is  to  be  hoped 
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more  pleasing,  as  they  not  only  give  a  good  character 
of  our  troops,  but  show  the  good  understanding  that 
subsists  between  them  and  those  of  our  ally.  I  hope 
we  shall  soon  hear  of  something  decisive  performed 
by  their  joint  operations,  for  your  observation  is 
just,  that  speculations  and  disputations  do  us  little 
service.  Our  credit  and  weight  in  Europe  depend 
more  on  what  we  do  than  on  what  we  say  ;  and  I  have 
long  been  humiliated  with  the  idea  of  our  running 
about  from  court  to  court  begging  for  money  and 
friendship,  which  are  the  more  withheld,  the  more 
eagerly  they  are  solicited,  and  would  perhaps  have 
been  offered  if  they  had  not  been  asked.  The  sup 
posed  necessity  is  our  only  excuse.  The  proverb 
says,  God  helps  them  that  help  themselves.  And  the 
world  too  in  this  sense  is  very  godly. 

As  the  English  papers  have  pretended  to  intel 
ligence  that  our  troops  and  the  French  disagree,  per 
haps  it  would  not  be  amiss  to  get  these  extracts 
inserted  in  the  Amsterdam  Gazette. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 

My  compliments  to  Messrs.  Dana  and  Austin. 


DCCCCXX. 

TO    JOHN    ADAMS. 

PASSY,  8  October,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor 
of  writing  to  me  by  Mr.  Andrews,  and  shall  render 
him  every  service  I  can  in  his  application. 

Your  books  and  trunks  have  been  lodged  here  by 
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Mr.  Thaxter,  and  will  be  taken  care  of.  They  are  of 
no  inconvenience  to  me. 

We  begin  to  be  in  pain  for  Mr.  Laurens,  who  was 
to  have  sailed  three  days  after  Mr.  Searle.  If  that 
took  place,  he  has  been  out  ten  or  eleven  weeks.  I 
hope  he  did  not  sail  so  soon,  otherwise  it  would  be 
probable  that  he  is  either  lost  or  taken.1 

I  do  not  just  now  recollect  my  having  written  as 
from  myself  any  letter  to  the  Grand  Pensionary.  I 
drew,  indeed,  the  letter  that  was  sent  by  the  Commis 
sioners  acquainting  him  with  the  treaty  of  com 
merce,  to  which  we  had  no  answer.  But  I  will  search, 
and  if  I  can  find  such  a  one  will  send  you  a  copy  of 
the  other. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  if  you  are  like  to  make  any 
progress  in  the  affair  of  a  loan,  which  I  understand 
Mr.  Laurens  was  charged  with.  I  send  you  enclosed 
a  copy  of  a  vote  of  Congress,  respecting  your  salaries. 
I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  do  without  my  assistance. 
If  not,  I  must  furnish  you.  But  I  have  been  obliged 
to  accept  M.  Neufville's  bills  on  account  of  his  ac 
ceptances  of  those  drawn  on  Mr.  Laurens,  and  I  shall 
with  some  difficulty  be  able  to  pay  them,  though 
these  extra  demands  often  embarrass  me  exceed 
ingly. 

We  hear  that  the  Alliance  is  arrived  at  Boston. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  civilities  Mr. 
Searle,  a  Member  of  Congress  for  Pennsylvania,  with 
whose  conversation  you  will  be  pleased,  as  he  can  give 
you  good  information  of  the  state  of  our  affairs  when 
he  left  America. 

1  See  note  on  p.  127. 
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I  ought  to  acquaint  you,  a  governo  as  the  merchants 
say,  that  M.  le  Comte  de  Vergennes,  having  taken 
much  amiss  some  passages  in  your  letter  to  him,  sent 
the  whole  correspondence  to  me,  requesting  that  I 
would  transmit  it  to  Congress.  I  was  myself  sorry  to 
see  those  passages.  If  they  were  the  effects  merely 
of  inadvertence,  and  you  do  not  on  reflection  approve 
of  them,  perhaps  you  may  think  it  proper  to  write 
something  for  effacing  the  impressions  made  by  them. 
I  do  not  presume  to  advise  you  ;  but  mention  it  only 
for  your  consideration.  The  vessel  is  not  yet  gone, 
which  carries  the  papers.  With  great  regard,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  sir,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCXXI. 

TO    MISS    GEORGIANA    SHIPLEY. 

PASSY,  8  October,  1780. 

It  is  long,  very  long,  my  dear  friend,  since  I  had 
the  great  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you,  and  receiving 
any  of  your  very  pleasing  letters.  But  it  is  my  fault. 
I  have  long  omitted  my  part  of  the  correspondence. 
Those  who  love  to  receive  letters  should  write  letters. 
I  wish  I  could  safely  promise  an  amendment  of  that 
fault.  But,  besides  the  indolence  attending  age,  and 
growing  upon  us  with  it,  my  time  is  engrossed  by  too 
much  business  ;  and  I  have  too  many  inducements  to 
postpone  doing  what  I  feel  I  ought  to  do  for  my  own 
sake,  and  what  I  can  never  resolve  to  omit  entirely. 

Your  translations  from  Horace,  as  far  as  I  can  judge 
of  poetry  and  translations,  are  very  good.  That  of 
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the  Quo,  qiw,  scelesti  riiitis  f  is  so  suitable  to  the  times, 
that  the  conclusion  (in  your  version)  seems,  to  threaten 
like  a  prophecy  ;  and  methinks  there  is  at  least  some 
appearance  of  danger  that  it  may  be  fulfilled.  I  am 
unhappily  an  enemy,  yet  I  think  there  has  been  enough 
of  blood  spilt,  and  I  wish  what  is  left  in  the  veins  of 
that  once  loved  people  may  be  spared  by  a  peace 
solid  and  everlasting-. 

o  , 

It  is  a  great  while  since  I  have  heard  any  thing  of 
the  good  bishop.  Strange,  that  so  simple  a  character 
should  sufficiently  distinguish  one  of  that  sacred  body  ! 
Donnez-moi  de  ses  nouvelles.  I  have  been  some  time 
flattered  with  the  expectation  of  seeing  the  counte 
nance  of  that  most  honored  and  ever  beloved  friend, 
delineated  by  your  pencil.  The  portrait  is  said  to 
have  been  long  on  the  way,  but  it  is  not  yet  arrived  ; 
nor  can  I  hear  where  it  is. 

Indolent  as  I  have  confessed  myself  to  be,  I  could 
not,  you  see,  miss  this  good  and  safe  opportunity  of 
sending  you  a  few  lines,  with  my  best  wishes  for  your 
happiness,  and  that  of  the  whole  dear  and  amiable 
family  in  whose  sweet  society  I  have  spent  so  many 
happy  hours.  Mr.  Jones1  tells  me  he  shall  have  a 
pleasure  in  being  the  bearer  of  my  letter,  of  which  I 
make  no  doubt.  I  learn  from  him  that  to  your  draw 
ing,  and  music,  and  painting,  and  poetry,  and  Latin, 
you  have  added  a  proficiency  in  chess  ;  so  that  you 
are,  as  the  French  say,  remplie  de  talents.  May  they 
and  you  fall  to  the  lot  of  one  that  shall  duly  value 
them,  and  love  you  as  much  as  I  do.  Adieu. 

B.    FRANKLIN. 

1  Afterwards  Sir  William  Jones,  who  married  her  sister. — EDITOR. 
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DCCCCXXII. 

TO    CHARLES    W.    F.    DUMAS. 

PASSY,  9  October,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  yours  of  the  2Qth  of  Sep 
tember  and  3d  of  October.  It  is  a  very  good  addition 
you  have  made  to  your  Memoir  for  the  ministers  of 
Russia  and  Sweden.  I  am  glad  to  find  you  are  again 
on  such  good  terms  with  the  ambassador  as  to  be  in 
vited  to  his  comedy.  I  doubt  not  of  your  continuing 
to  cultivate  that  good  understanding.  I  like  much 
your  insertions  in  the  gazettes.  Such  things  have 
good  effects. 

Your  information  relative  to  the  transactions  at 
Petersburgh  and  in  Denmark  are  very  interesting, 
and  afforded  me  a  good  deal  of  satisfaction,  particu 
larly  the  former.  Mr.  Searle  will  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  you.  I  recommend  him  warmly  to  your 
civilities.  He  is  much  your  friend,  and  will  advise 
Mr.  Laurens  to  make  you  his  secretary,  which  I  hope 
you  will  accept.  I  have  given  it  as  my  opinion  that 
Mr.  Laurens  can  nowhere  find  one  better  qualified,  or 
more  deserving.  The  choice  is  left  to  that  minister, 
and  he  is  empowered  to  give  a  salary  of  five  hundred 
pounds  sterling  a  year.  I  am  in  pain  on  account  of 
his  not  being  yet  arrived,  but  I  hope  you  will  see  him 
soon.  I  request  you  would  find  means  to  introduce 
Mr.  Searle  to  the  Portuguese  ambassador.  Pray  con 
sider  the  enclosed  papers,  and,  after  advising  with 
your  friend,  give  me  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner 
of  the  application  to  the  States-General,  whether  I 
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should  make  it  through  their  ambassador,  or  directly 
with  a  letter  to  the  Grand  Pensionary,  or  in  what 
other  manner.  You  know  we  wrote  to  him  formerly, 
and  received  no  answer.  With  great  esteem,  I  am,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

P.  S. — You  say  nothing  of  Mr.  Adams.     How  do 
you  stand  with  him  ?    What  is  he  doing  ? 


DCCCCXXIII. 

TO    THOMAS    RUSTON. 

PASSY,  9  October,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  received  and  read  with  pleasure  your 
thoughts  on  American  finance,  and  your  scheme  of  a 
bank.  I  communicated  them  to  the  Abbe  Morellet, 
who  is  a  good  judge  of  the  subject,  and  he  has  trans 
lated  them  into  French.  He  thinks  them  generally 
very  just,  and  very  clearly  expressed.  I  shall  forward 
them  to  a  friend  in  the  Congress. 

That  body  is,  as  you  suppose,  not  well  skilled  in 
financing.  But  their  deficiency  in  knowledge  has 
been  amply  supplied  by  good  luck.  They  issued  an 
immense  quantity  of  paper  bills  to  pay,  clothe,  arm, 
and  feed  their  troops,  and  fit  out  ships  ;  and  with  this 
paper,  without  taxes  for  the  first  three  years,  they 
fought  and  baffled  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations 
of  Europe.  They  hoped,  notwithstanding  its  quan 
tity,  to  have  kept  up  the  value  of  their  paper.  In 
this  they  were  mistaken.  It  depreciated  gradually. 
But  this  depreciation,  though  in  some  circumstances 
inconvenient,  has  had  the  general  good  and  great 
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effect  of  operating  as  a  tax,  and  perhaps  the  most 
equal  of  all  taxes,  since  it  depreciated  in  the  hands  of 
the  holders  of  money,  and  thereby  taxed  them  in  pro 
portion  to  the  sums  they  held  and  the  time  they  held 
it,  which  generally  is  in  proportion  to  men's  wealth. 
Thus,  after  having  done  its  business,  the  paper  is 
reduced  to  the  sixtieth  part  of  its  original  value. 

Having  issued  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  the 
Congress  stopped,  and  supplied  themselves  by  bor 
rowing.  These  sums  were  borrowed  at  different  pe 
riods  during  the  progress  of  the  depreciation.  Those 
who  lent  to  the  public  thereby  fixed  the  value  of  the 
paper  they  lent,  since  it  is  to  be  repaid  in  silver  ac 
cording  to  its  value  at  the  time  of  the  loan.  The  rest 
went  on  depreciating  ;  and  the  depreciation  is  at  length 
only  stopped  by  the  vast  nominal  sums  called  in  easily 
by  taxes,  and  which  will  be  by  that  means  destroyed. 
Thus,  so  much  of  the  public  debt  has  been  in  this 
manner  insensibly  paid,  that  the  remainder,  which  you 
desire  to  know,  does  not  exceed  six  millions  sterling. 
And  now  they  are  working  with  new  paper,  expressed 
to  be  equal  in  value  to  silver,  which  they  have  made 
to  bear  interest ;  and  I  have  provided  such  funds  to 
pay  that  interest,  that  probably  its  original  value  will 
be  supported. 

In  the  meantime  the  vigor  of  their  military  opera 
tions  is  again  revived,  and  they  are  now  as  able,  with 
respect  to  money,  to  carry  on  the  war,  as  they  were 
at  the  beginning,  and  much  more  so  with  regard  to 
troops,  arms,  and  discipline.  It  is  also  an  increasing 
nation,  sixty  thousand  children  having  been  born  an- 
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nually  in  the  United  States  since  the  beginning  of  the 

war  ;  while  their  enemies  are  said  to  be  diminishing. 

I  am,  sir,  etc.,  B.   FRANKLIN. 

DCCCCXXIV. 

TO    RICHARD    PRICE. 

PASSY,  9  October,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — Besides  the  pleasure  of  their  company, 
I  had  the  great  satisfaction  of  hearing  by  your  two 
valuable  friends,  and  learning  from  your  letter,  that 
you  enjoy  a  good  state  of  health.  May  God  continue 
it,  as  well  for  the  good  of  mankind  as  for  your  com 
fort.  I  thank  you  much  for  the  second  edition  of 
your  excellent  pamphlet.  I  forwarded  that  you  sent 
to  Mr.  Dana,  he  being  in  Holland.  I  wish  also  to  see 
the  piece  you  have  written  (as  Mr.  Jones  tells  me)  on 
Toleration.  I  do  not  expect  that  your  new  Parlia 
ment  will  be  either  wiser  or  honester  than  the  last. 
All  projects  to  procure  an  honest  one,  by  place  bills, 
etc.,  appear  to  me  vain  and  impracticable.  The  true 
cure,  I  imagine,  is  to  be  found  only  in  rendering  all 
places  unprofitable,  and  the  king  too  poor  to  give 
bribes  and  pensions.  Till  this  is  done,  which  can 
only  be  by  a  revolution  (and  I  think  you  have  not 
virtue  enough  left  to  procure  one),  your  nation  will 
always  be  plundered  and  obliged  to  pay  by  taxes  the 
plunderers  for  plundering  and  ruining.  Liberty  and 
virtue,  therefore,  join  in  the  call,  COME  OUT  OF  HER, 
MY  PEOPLE  ! 

I  am  fully  of  your  opinion  respecting  religious 
tests  ;  but,  though  the  people  of  Massachusetts  have 
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not  in  their  new  Constitution  kept  quite  clear  of  them, 
yet,  if  we  consider  what  that  people  were  one  hun 
dred  years  ago,  we  must  allow  they  have  gone  great 
lengths  in  liberality  of  sentiment  on  religious  sub 
jects  ;  and  we  may  hope  for  greater  degrees  of  per 
fection  when  their  Constitution,  some  years  hence, 
shall  be  revised.  If  Christian  preachers  had  continued 
to  teach  as  Christ  and  his  Apostles  did,  without  sal 
aries,  and  as  the  Quakers  now  do,  I  imagine  tests 
would  never  have  existed  ;  for  I  think  they  were  in 
vented  not  so  much  to  secure  religion  itself  as  the 
emoluments  of  it.  When  a  religion  is  good,  I  con 
ceive  that  it  will  support  itself  ;  and  when  it  can 
not  support  itself,  and  God  does  not  take  care  to  sup 
port  it,  so  that  its  professors  are  obliged  to  call  for 
the  help  of  the  civil  power,  it  is  a  sign,  I  apprehend, 
of  its  being  a  bad  one.  But  I  shall  be  out  of  my 
depth  if  I  wade  any  deeper  in  theology,  and  I  will 
not  trouble  you  with  politics,  nor  with  news  which  are 
almost  as  uncertain  ;  but  conclude  with  a  heartfelt 
wish  to  embrace  you  once  more,  and  enjoy  your  sweet 
society  in  peace,  among  our  honest,  worthy,  ingenious 
friends  at  the  London.  Adieu. 

B.   FRANKLIN. 

DCCCCXXV. 

DIALOGUE    BETWEEN    FRANKLIN    AND    THE    GOUT. 

Midnight,  22  October,  1780. 

FRANKLIN.     Eh!  oh!    eh!  What  have   I   done  to 
merit  these  cruel  sufferings  ? 

GOUT.     Many  things  ;  you  have  ate  and  drank  too 
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freely,  and  too  much  indulged  those  legs  of  yours  in 
their  indolence. 

FRANKLIN.     Who  is  it  that  accuses  me  ? 

GOUT.     It  is  I,  even  I,  the  Gout. 

FRANKLIN.     What !  my  enemy  in  person  ? 

GOUT.     No,  not  your  enemy. 

FRANKLIN.  I  repeat  it,  my  enemy  ;  for  you  would 
not  only  torment  my  body  to  death,  but  ruin  my  good 
name  ;  you  reproach  me  as  a  glutton  and  a  tippler  ; 
now  all  the  world,  that  knows  me,  will  allow  that  I 
am  neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 

GOUT.  The  world  may  think  as  it  pleases  ;  it  is 
always  very  complaisant  to  itself,  and  sometimes  to 
its  friends  ;  but  I  very  well  know  that  the  quantity  of 
meat  and  drink  proper  for  a  man,  who  takes  a  reason 
able  degree  of  exercise,  would  be  too  much  for  an 
other,  who  never  takes  any. 

FRANKLIN.  I  take — eh  !  oh  ! — as  much  exercise 
—eh  ! — as  I  can,  Madam  Gout.  You  know  my 
sedentary  state,  and  on  that  account,  it  would  seem, 
Madam  Gout,  as  if  you  might  spare  me  a  little,  see 
ing  it  is  not  altogether  my  own  fault. 

GOUT.  Not  a  jot  ;  your  rhetoric  and  your  polite 
ness  are  thrown  away  ;  your  apology  avails  nothing. 
If  your  situation  in  life  is  a  sedentary  one,  your  amuse 
ments,  your  recreation,  at  least,  should  be  active. 
You  ought  to  walk  or  ride  ;  or,  if  the  weather  prevents 
that,  play  at  billiards.  But  let  us  examine  your  course 
of  life.  While  the  mornings  are  long,  and  you  have 
leisure  to  go  abroad,  what  do  you  do  ?  Why,  instead 
of  gaining  an  appetite  for  breakfast,  by  salutary  ex- 
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ercise,  you  amuse  yourself  with  books,  pamphlets,  or 
newspapers,  which  commonly  are  not  worth  the  read 
ing.  Yet  you  eat  an  inordinate  breakfast,  four  dish 
es  of  tea,  with  cream,  and  one  or  two  buttered  toasts, 
with  slices  of  hung  beef,  which  I  fancy  are  not  things 
the  most  easily  digested.  Immediately  afterwards 
you  sit  down  to  write  at  your  desk,  or  converse 
with  persons  who  apply  to  you  on  business.  Thus 
the  time  passes  till  one,  without  any  kind  of  bodily 
exercise.  But  all  this  I  could  pardon,  in  regard,  as 
you  say,  to  your  sedentary  condition.  But  what  is 
your  practice  after  dinner  ?  Walking  in  the  beautiful 
gardens  of  those  friends  with  whom  you  have  dined 
would  be  the  choice  of  men  of  sense  ;  yours  is  to  be 
fixed  down  to  chess,  where  you  are  found  engaged 
for  two  or  three  hours  !  This  is  your  perpetual 
recreation,  which  is  the  least  eligible  of  any  for  a 
sedentary  man,  because,  instead  of  accelerating  the 
motion  of  the  fluids,  the  rigid  attention  it  requires 
helps  to  retard  the  circulation  and  obstruct  internal 
secretions.  Wrapt  in  the  speculations  of  this  wretch 
ed  game,  you  destroy  your  constitution.  What  can 
be  expected  from  such  a  course  of  living,  but  a  body 
replete  with  stagnant  humors,  ready  to  fall  a  prey  to 
all  kinds  of  dangerous  maladies,  if  I,  the  Gout,  did 
not  occasionally  bring  you  relief  by  agitating  those 
humors,  and  so  purifying  or  dissipating  them  ?  If  it 
was  in  some  nook  or  alley  in  Paris,  deprived  of  walks, 
that  you  played  awhile  at  chess  after  dinner,  this 
might  be  excusable  ;  but  the  same  taste  prevails  with 
you  in  Passy,  Auteuil,  Montmartre,  or  Sanoy,  places 
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where  there  are  the  finest  gardens  and  walks,  a  pure 
air,  beautiful  women,  and  most  agreeable  and  instruc 
tive  conversation  ;  all  which  you  might  enjoy  by  fre 
quenting  the  walks.  But  these  are  rejected  for  this 
abominable  game  of  chess.  Fie,  then,  Mr.  Franklin  ! 
But  amidst  my  instructions,  I  had  almost  forgot  to 
administer  my  wholesome  corrections  ;  so  take  that 
twinge, — and  that. 

FRANKLIN.  Oh  !  eh  !  oh  !  ohhh  !  As  much  in 
struction  as  you  please,  Madam  Gout,  and  as  many 
reproaches  ;  but  pray,  Madam,  a  truce  with  your  cor 
rections  ! 

GOUT.  No,  Sir,  no, — I  will  not  abate  a  particle  of 
what  is  so  much  for  your  good, — therefore— 

FRANKLIN.  Oh  !  ehhh  ! — It  is  not  fair  to  say  I 
take  no  exercise,  when  I  do  very  often,  going  out  to 
dine  and  returning  in  my  carriage. 

GOUT.  That,  of  all  imaginable  exercises,  is  the 
most  slight  and  insignificant,  if  you  allude  to  the  mo 
tion  of  a  carriage  suspended  on  springs.  By  observ 
ing  the  degree  of  heat  obtained  by  different  kinds  of 
motion,  we  may  form  an  estimate  of  the  quantity  of 
exercise  given  by  each.  Thus,  for  example,  if  you 
turn  out  to  walk  in  winter  with  cold  feet,  in  an  hour's 
time  you  will  be  in  a  glow  all  over  ;  ride  on  horseback, 
the  same  effect  will  scarcely  be  perceived  by  four 
hours'  round  trotting ;  but  if  you  loll  in  a  carriage, 
such  as  you  have  mentioned,  you  may  travel  all  day 
and  gladly  enter  the  last  inn  to  warm  your  feet  by  a 
fire.  Flatter  yourself  then  no  longer,  that  half  an 
hour's  airing  in  your  carriage  deserves  the  name  of 
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exercise.  Providence  has  appointed  few  to  roll  in 
carriages,  while  he  has  given  to  all  a  pair  of  legs, 
which  are  machines  infinitely  more  commodious  and 
serviceable.  Be  grateful,  then,  and  make  a  proper 
use  of  yours.  Would  you  know  how  they  forward 
the  circulation  of  your  fluids,  in  the  very  action  of 
transporting  you  from  place  to  place  ;  observe  when 
you  walk,  that  all  your  weight  is  alternately  thrown 
from  one  leg  to  the  other ;  this  occasions  a  great 
pressure  on  the  vessels  of  the  foot,  and  repels  their 
contents  ;  when  relieved,  by  the  weight  being  thrown 
on  the  other  foot,  the  vessels  of  the  first  are  allowed 
to  replenish,  and,  by  a  return  of  this  weight,  this  re 
pulsion  again  succeeds  ;  thus  accelerating  the  circula 
tion  of  the  blood.  The  heat  produced  in  any  given 
time  depends  on  the  degree  of  this  acceleration  ;  the 
fluids  are  shaken,  the  humors  attenuated,  the  secre 
tions  facilitated,  and  all  goes  well ;  the  cheeks  are 
ruddy,  and  health  is  established.  Behold  your  fair 
friend  at  Auteuil1 ;  a  lady  who  received  from  boun 
teous  nature  more  really  useful  science  than  half  a 
dozen  such  pretenders  to  philosophy  as  you  have  been 
able  to  extract  from  all  your  books.  When  she 
honors  you  with  a  visit,  it  is  on  foot.  She  walks  all 
hours  of  the  day,  and  leaves  indolence,  and  its  concom 
itant  maladies,  to  be  endured  by  her  horses.  In  this, 
see  at  once  the  preservative  of  her  health  and  per 
sonal  charms.  But  when  you  go  to  Auteuil,  you  must 
have  your  carriage,  though  it  is  no  farther  from  Passy 
to  Auteuil  than  from  Auteuil  to  Passy. 

1  Madame  Helvetius. — ED. 
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FRANKLIN.     Your  reasonings  grow  very  tiresome. 

GOUT.  I  stand  corrected.  I  will  be  silent  and 
continue  my  office  ;  take  that,  and  that. 

FRANKLIN.     Oh  !  Ohh  !  Talk  on,  I  pray  you. 

GOUT.  No,  no  ;  I  have  a  good  number  of  twinges 
for  you  to-night,  and  you  may  be  sure  of  some  more 
to-morrow. 

FRANKLIN.  What,  with  such  a  fever !  I  shall  go 
distracted.  Oh  !  eh  !  Can  no  one  bear  it  for  me  ? 

GOUT.  Ask  that  of  your  horses  ;  they  have  served 
you  faithfully. 

FRANKLIN.  How  can  you  so  cruelly  sport  with  my 
torments  ? 

GOUT.  Sport !  I  am  very  serious.  I  have  here  a 
list  of  offences  against  your  own  health  distinctly 
written,  and  can  justify  every  stroke  inflicted  on  you. 

FRANKLIN,     Read  it  then. 

GOUT.  It  is  too  long  a  detail ;  but  I  will  briefly 
mention  some  particulars. 

FRANKLIN.     Proceed.     I  am  all  attention. 

GOUT.  Do  you  remember  how  often  you  have 
promised  yourself,  the  following  morning,  a  walk  in 
the  grove  of  Boulogne,  in  the  garden  de  la  Muette, 
or  in  your  own  garden,  and  have  violated  your  prom 
ise,  alleging,  at  one  time,  it  was  too  cold,  at  another 
too  warm,  too  windy,  too  moist,  or  what  else  you 
pleased  ;  when  in  truth  it  was  too  nothing,  but  your 
insuperable  love  of  ease  ? 

FRANKLIN.  That  I  confess  may  have  happened 
occasionally,  probably  ten  times  in  a  year. 

GOUT.     Your  confession   is  very  far  short  of  the 
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truth  ;  the  gross  amount  is  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  times. 

FRANKLIN.     Is  it  possible  ? 

GOUT.  So  possible,  that  it  is  fact ;  you  may  rely 
on  the  accuracy  of  my  statement.  You  know  M. 
Brillon's  gardens,  and  what  fine  walks  they  contain  ; 
you  know  the  handsome  flight  of  an  hundred  steps, 
which  lead  from  the  terrace  above  to  the  lawn  below. 
You  have  been  in  the  practice  of  visiting  this  amiable 
family  twice  a  week,  after  dinner,  and  it  is  a  maxim 
of  your  own,  that  "a  man  may  take  as  much  exercise 
in  walking  a  mile,  up  and  down  stairs,  as  in  ten  on 
level  ground."  What  an  opportunity  was  here  for 
you  to  have  had  exercise  in  both  these  ways  !  Did 
you  embrace  it,  and  how  often  ? 

FRANKLIN.  I  cannot  immediately  answer  that 
question. 

GOUT.     I  will  do  it  for  you  ;  not  once. 

FRANKLIN.     Not  once? 

GOUT.  Even  so.  During  the  summer  you  went 
there  at  six  o'clock.  You  found  the  charming  lady, 
with  her  lovely  children  and  friends,  eager  to  walk 
with  you,  and  entertain  you  with  their  agreeable  con 
versation  ;  and  what  has  been  your  choice  ?  Why,  to 
sit  on  the  terrace,  satisfying  yourself  with  the  fine 
prospect,  and  passing  your  eye  over  the  beauties  of 
the  garden  below,  without  taking  one  step  to  descend 
and  walk  about  in  them.  On  the  contrary,  you  call 
for  tea  and  the  chess-board ;  and  lo !  you  are  occu 
pied  in  your  seat  till  nine  o'clock,  and  that  besides 
two  hours'  play  after  dinner ;  and  then,  instead  of 
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walking  home,  which  would  have  bestirred  you  a 
little,  you  step  into  your  carriage.  How  absurd  to 
suppose  that  all  this  carelessness  can  be  reconcilable 
with  health,  without  my  interposition  ! 

FRANKLIN.  I  am  convinced  now  of  the  justness 
of  Poor  Richard's  remark,  that  "  Our  debts  and  our 
sins  are  always  greater  than  we  think  for." 

GOUT.  So  it  is.  You  philosophers  are  sages  in 
your  maxims,  and  fools  in  your  conduct. 

FRANKLIN.  But  do  you  charge  among  my  crimes, 
that  I  return  in  a  carriage  from  M.  Brillon's  ? 

GOUT.  Certainly  ;  for,  having  been  seated  all  the 
while,  you  cannot  object  the  fatigue  of  the  day,  and 
cannot  want  therefore  the  relief  of  a  carriage. 

FRANKLIN.  What  then  would  you  have  me  do  with 
my  carriage  ? 

GOUT.  Burn  it  if  you  choose  ;  you  would  at  least 
get  heat  out  of  it  once  in  this  way ;  or,  if  you  dislike 
that  proposal,  here  's  another  for  you  ;  observe  the 
poor  peasants,  who  work  in  the  vineyards  and  grounds 
about  the  villages  of  Passy,  Auteuil,  Chaillot,  etc.; 
you  may  find  every  day  among  these  deserving  crea 
tures,  four  or  five  old  men  and  women,  bent  and  per 
haps  crippled  by  weight  of  years,  and  too  long  and 
too  great  labor.  After  a  most  fatiguing  day,  these 
people  have  to  trudge  a  mile  or  two  to  their  smoky 
huts.  Order  your  coachman  to  set  them  down.  This 
is  an  act  that  will  be  good  for  your  soul ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  after  your  visit  to  the  Brillons,  if  you  re 
turn  on  foot,  that  will  be  good  for  your  body. 

FRANKLIN.     Ah  !  how  tiresome  you  are  ! 


148  THE  WORKS  OF  [1780 


GOUT.  Well,  then,  to  my  office  ;  it  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  I  am  your  physician.  There. 

FRANKLIN.     Ohhh  !  what  a  devil   of  a  physician  ! 

GOUT.  How  ungrateful  you  are  to  say  so  !  Is  it 
not  I  who,  in  the  character  of  your  physician,  have 
saved  you  from  the  palsy,  dropsy,  and  apoplexy  ?  one 
or  other  of  which  would  have  done  for  you  long  ago, 
but  for  me. 

FRANKLIN.  I  submit,  and  thank  you  for  the  past, 
but  entreat  the  discontinuance  of  your  visits  for  the 
future  ;  for,  in  my  mind,  one  had  better  die  than  be 
cured  so  dolefully.  Permit  me  just  to  hint,  that  I  have 
also  not  been  unfriendly  to  you.  I  never  feed  physician 
or  quack  of  any  kind,  to  enter  the  list  against  you  ; 
if  then  you  do  not  leave  me  to  my  repose,  it  may  be 
said  you  are  ungrateful  too. 

GOUT.  I  can  scarcely  acknowledge  that  as  any  ob 
jection.  As  to  quacks,  I  despise  them  ;  they  may  kill 
you  indeed,  but  cannot  injure  me.  And,  as  to  regu 
lar  physicians,  they  are  at  last  convinced  that  the 
gout,  in  such  a  subject  as  you  are,  is  no  disease,  but 
a  remedy  ;  and  wherefore  cure  a  remedy  ? — but  to 
our  business, — there. 

FRANKLIN.  Oh  !  oh  ! — for  Heaven's  sake  leave 
me !  and  I  promise  faithfully  never  more  to  play  at 
chess,  but  to  take  exercise  daily,  and  live  temperately. 

GOUT.  I  know  you  too  well.  You  promise  fair  ; 
but,  after  a  few  months  of  good  health,  you  will  re 
turn  to  your  old  habits  ;  your  fine  promises  will  be 
forgotten  like  the  forms  of  the  last  year's  clouds. 
Let  us  then  finish  the  account,  and  I  will  go.  But  I 
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leave  you  with  an  assurance  of  visiting  you  again  at 
a  proper  time  and  place  ;  for  my  object  is  your  good, 
and  you  are  sensible  now  that  I  am  your  real  friend. 


DCCCCXXVI. 

FROM  JOHN  ADAMS. 

AMSTERDAM,  4  November,  1780, 

SIR  : — M.  de  Neufville  this  morning  brought  to  me  a  num 
ber  of  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  upon  Mr.  Laurens,  in  the 
month  of  July,  amounting  to  seven  or  eight  hundred  pounds 
sterling,  and  informed  me  that  your  Excellency  had  declined 
becoming  responsible  for  them,  and  referred  him  to  me.  I 
have  inquired  of  Mr.  Searle,  who  informs  me  there  are  about 
twenty  thousand  pounds  in  such  bills  now  on  their  way. 

If  there  were  only  seven  or  eight  hundred  pounds,  I  would 
accept  them  for  the  honor  of  the  United  States,  and  run 
the  venture  of  being  able  to  pay  them,  by  borrowing,  or 
some  way  or  other;  but  twenty  thousand  pounds  is  much 
beyond  my  private  credit. 

I  have  been,  and  am,  pursuing  all  those  measures  to  which 
I  am  advised  by  gentlemen  in  whose  judgment  I  can  justify 
placing  confidence,  and  am  not  without  hopes  of  succeeding 
in  some  measure ;  but  I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  obtain 
any  money,  nor  any  certainty  of  obtaining  any  in  future.  I 
write  this,  therefore,  to  your  Excellency,  that,  if  you  could 
see  your  way  clear  to  become  responsible  for  these  bills  for 
the  present,  I  will  engage  to  see  them  paid  with  the  money 
I  may  borrow  here,  if  I  borrow  enough  before  the  term  for 
their  payment  expires,  or  as  much  of  them  as  I  shall  be  able 
to  borrow  ;  but  in  this  case,  if  I  should  not  succeed  in  ob 
taining  the  money,  your  Excellency  will  be  answerable.  I 
should  be  sorry  that  the  credit  of  the  United  States  should 
surfer  any  stain,  and  would  prevent  it  if  I  could  ;  but  at  pres 
ent  it  is  not  in  my  power. 
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The  successes  of  the  English  at  the  southward,  added  to 
the  many  causes  that  obstructed  our  credit  in  this  republic 
before,  some  of  which  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  explain, 
will  render  a  loan  here  difficult ;  but  I  still  hope  not  quite 
impracticable.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

DCCCCXXVII. 

TO    SIR    GREY     COOPER,    SECRETARY    OF     THE     TREASURY 
OF    GREAT    BRITAIN. 

PASSY,  7  November,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  understand  than  Mr.  Laurens,  an  Ameri 
can  gentleman,  for  whom  I  have  a  great  esteem,  is  a 
prisoner  in  the  Tower,  and  that  his  health  suffers  by 
the  closeness  and  rigor  of  his  confinement.  As  I  do 
not  think  that  your  affairs  receive  any  advantage  from 
the  harshness  of  this  proceeding,  I  take  the  freedom 
of  requesting  your  kind  interposition,  to  obtain  for 
him  such  a  degree  of  air  and  liberty,  on  his  parole  or 
otherwise,  as  may  be  necessary  for  his  health  and 
comfort.  The  fortune  of  war,  which  is  daily  changing, 
may  possibly  put  it  in  my  power  to  do  the  like  good 
office  for  some  friend  of  yours,  which  I  shall  perform 
with  much  pleasure,  not  only  for  the  sake  of  human 
ity,  but  in  respect  to  the  ashes  of  our  former  friend 
ship.  With  great  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN/ 

1  In  reply  to  this,  Franklin  received  in  answering  the  favor  of  your  letter  ; 

from  Sir  Grey  Cooper  a  letter  on  the  but  the  truth  is  I  was  not  in  town 

2gth  of  same  month,  enclosing  the  fol-  when  the  messenger  left  it  in  Cork 

lowing  note  from  Mr.  Charles  Ver-  Street,  and  by  the  neglect  of  my  ser- 

non,  Lieut. -Gov.  of  the  Tower.  vants  I  received  it  only  on  Sunday  last. 

"  HAMPSTEAD,  27  Nov.,  1780.  I  went  immediately  to  the  Tower,  to 

"  DEAR  SIR  : — I  am  much  ashamed  know  from  Mr.  Laurens  himself  if  he 

to  think  that  I  shall  appear  so  dilatory  had  any  cause  of  complaint,  and  if  he 
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DCCCCXXVIII. 

TO    EDWARD    NAIRNE,    OF    LONDON. 

READ    AT    A   MEETING   OF   THE   AMERICAN    PHILOSOPHICAL    SOCIETY, 
JANUARY   26,    1786. 

PASSY,  NEAR  PARIS,  13  November,  1780. 

SIR  : — The  qualities  hitherto  sought  in  a  hygrome 
ter,  or  instrument  to  discover  the  degrees  of  moisture 
and  dryness  in  the  air,  seem  to  have  been,  an  aptitude 
to  receive  humidity  readily  from  a  moist  air,  and  to 
part  with  it  as  readily  to  a  dry  air.  Different  sub 
stances  have  been  found  to  possess  more  or  less  of 
this  quality  ;  but  when  we  shall  have  found  the  sub 
stance  that  has  it  in  the  greatest  perfection,  there  will 
still  remain  some  uncertainty  in  the  conclusions  to  be 
drawn  from  the  degree  shown  by  the  instrument, 
arising  from  the  actual  state  of  the  instrument  itself 
as  to  heat  and  cold.  Thus,  if  two  bottles  or  vessels 

had  availed  himself  of  the  indulgence  harmony  with  the  sentiments  expressed 
allowed  him  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  Mr.  Laurens,  about  a  year  after- 
of  walking  within  the  Tower  whenever  wards,  in  his  petition  presented  to  the 
it  was  agreeable  to  himself.  His  an-  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Burke, 
swer  to  me  was  full  and  frank  to  the  In  this  petition,  dated  December  7, 
questions,  that  he  had  received  every  1781,  he  states  :  "That  he  was  cap- 
reasonable  indulgence  since  his  con-  tured  on  the  American  coast,  and 
finement,  and  that  by  the  liberty  al-  committed  to  the  Tower  on  the  6th  of 
lowed  him  of  walking  he  found  his  October,  1780,  being  then  dangerously 
health  much  mended.  He  said,  at  the  ill ;  that  in  the  meantime  he  has  in 
same  time,  that  he  had  always  thought  many  respects,  particularly  by  being 
himself  highly  honored  by  the  distin-  deprived  (with  very  little  exception)  of 
guished  place  of  his  confinement,  and  the  visits  and  consolations  of  his  chil- 
regretted  much  it  was  not  in  his  power  dren  and  other  relations  and  friends, 
to  make  known  to  all  the  world  the  suffered  under  a  degree  of  rigor,  al- 
acknowledgments  he  had  more  than  most,  if  not  altogether,  unexampled 
once  made  to  me  upon  this  subject.  in  modern  British  history  ;  that,  from 

"  I  beg  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to  long  confinement  and  the  want  of  pro- 
communicate  these  particulars  to  Lord  per  exercise,  and  other  obvious  causes, 
George  Germain  as  soon  as  conve-  his  bodily  health  is  greatly  impaired, 
nient.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  and  that  he  is  now  in  a  languishing 
sir,  etc.,  CHARLES  VERNON."  state, "etc.,  See  Anmwl  Register  for 

The  tenor    of  this  note  is    not    in  1781,  p.  322. 
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of  glass  or  metal  being  filled,  the  one  with  cold  and 
the  other  with  hot  water,  are  brought  into  a  room, 
the  moisture  of  the  air  in  the  room  will  attach  itself 
in  quantities  to  the  surface  of  the  cold  vessel ;  while, 
if  you  actually  wet  the  surface  of  the  hot  vessel,  the 
moisture  will  immediately  quit  it,  and  be  absorbed  by 
the  same  air.  And  thus,  in  a  sudden  change  in  the  air 
from  cold  to  warm,  the  instrument  remaining  longer 
cold  may  condense  and  absorb  more  moisture,  and 
mark  the  air  as  having  become  more  humid  than  it  is 
in  reality,  and  the  contrary  in  a  change  from  warm  to 
cold. 

But,  if  such  a  sudden  changing  instrument  could 
be  freed  from  these  imperfections,  yet,  when  the  de 
sign  is  to  discover  the  different  degrees  of  humidity 
in  the  air  of  different  countries,  I  apprehend  the  quick 
sensibility  of  the  instrument  to  be  rather  a  disadvan 
tage  ;  since,  to  draw  the  desired  conclusions  from  it,  a 
constant  and  frequent  observation  day  and  night  in 
each  country  will  be  necessary  for  a  year  or  years,  and 
the  mean  of  each  different  set  of  observations  is  to 
be  found  and  determined.  After  all  which,  some  un 
certainty  will  remain  respecting  the  different  degrees 
of  exactitude  with  which  different  persons  may  have 
made  and  taken  notes  of  their  observations. 

For  these  reasons  I  apprehend  that  a  substance 
which,  though  capable  of  being  distended  by  moisture 
and  contracted  by  dryness,  is  so  slow  in  receiving  and 
parting  with  its  humidity,  that  the  frequent  changes 
in  the  atmosphere  have  not  time  to  affect  it  sensibly, 
and  which  therefore  should  gradually  take  nearly  the 
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medium  of  all  those  changes  and  preserve  it  constant 
ly,  would  be  the  most  proper  substance  of  which  to 
make  such  an  hygrometer. 

Such  an  instrument,  you,  my  dear  sir,  though  with 
out  intending  it,  have  made  for  me  ;  and  I,  without 
desiring  or  expecting  it,  have  received  from  you.  It  is 
therefore  with  propriety  that  I  address  to  you  the  fol 
lowing  account  of  it ;  and  the  more  as  you  have  both 
a  head  to  contrive  and  a  hand  to  execute  the  means 
of  perfecting  it.  And  I  do  this  with  greater  pleasure, 
as  it  affords  me  the  opportunity  of  renewing  that  an 
cient  correspondence  and  acquaintance  with  you,  which 
to  me  was  always  so  pleasing  and  so  instructive. 

You  may  possibly  remember  that,  in  or  about  the 
year  1 758,  you  made  for  me  a  set  of  artificial  magnets, 
six  in  number,  each  five  inches  and  a  half  long,  half 
an  inch  broad,  and  one  eighth  of  an  inch  thick.  These, 
with  two  pieces  of  soft  iron,  which  together  equalled 
one  of  the  magnets,  were  enclosed  in  a  little  box  of 
mahogany  wood,  the  grain  of  which  ran  with,  and  not 
across,  the  length  of  the  box  ;  and  the  box  was  closed 
by  a  little  shutter  of  the  same  wood,  the  grain  of 
which  ran  across  the  box ;  and  the  ends  of  this  shutting 
piece  were  bevelled  so  as  to  fit  and  slide  in  a  kind  of 
dovetail  groove  when  the  box  was  to  be  shut  or  opened. 

I  had  been  of  opinion  that  good  mahogany  wood 
was  not  affected  by  moisture  so  as  to  change  its  di 
mensions,  and  that  it  was  always  to  be  found  as  the 
tools  of  the  workmen  left  it.  Indeed  the  difference 
at  different  times  in  the  same  country  is  so  small  as  to 
be  scarcely  in  a  common  way  observable.  Hence  the 
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box,  which  was  made  so  as  to  allow  sufficient  room  for 
the  magnets  to  slide  out  and  in  freely,  and,  when  in, 
afforded  them  so  much  play  that  by  shaking  the  box 
one  could  make  them  strike  the  opposite  sides  alter 
nately,  continued  in  the  same  state  all  the  time  I  re 
mained  in  England,  which  was  four  years,  without  any 
apparent  alteration.  I  left  England  in  August,  1762, 
and  arrived  at  Philadelphia  in  October  the  same  year. 
In  a  few  weeks  after  my  arrival,  being  desirous  of 
showing  your  magnets  to  a  philosophical  friend,  I 
found  them  so  tight  in  the  box  that  it  was  with  diffi 
culty  I  got  them  out ;  and  constantly,  during  the  two 
years  I  remained  there,  viz.,  till  November,  1764,  this 
difficulty  of  getting  them  out  and  in  continued.  The 
little  shutter  too,  as  wood  does  not  shrink  lengthways 
of  the  grain,  was  found  too  long  to  enter  its  grooves, 
and,  not  being  used,  wras  mislaid  and  lost  ;  and  I 
afterwards  had  another  made  that  fitted. 

In  December,  1764,  I  returned  to  England,  and 
after  some  time  I  observed  that  my  box  was  become 
full  big  enough  for  my  magnets,  and  too  wide  for  my 
new  shutter,  which  was  so  much  too  short  for  its 
grooves  that  it  was  apt  to  fall  out,  and  to  make  it 
keep  in  I  lengthened  it  by  adding  to  each  end  a 
little  coat  of  sealing-wax. 

I  continued  in  England  more  than  ten  years,  and 
during  all  that  time,  after  the  first  change,  I  per 
ceived  no  alteration.  The  magnets  had  the  same 
freedom  in  their  box,  and  the  little  shutter  continued 
with  the  added  sealing-wax  to  fit  its  grooves,  till 
some  weeks  after  my  second  return  to  America. 
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As  I  could  not  imagine  any  other  cause  for  this 
change  of  dimensions  in  the  box,  when  in  the  differ 
ent  countries,  I  concluded,  first  generally,  that  the  air 
of  England  was  moister  than  that  of  America.  And 
this  I  supposed  an  effect  of  its  being  an  island,  where 
every  wind  that  blew  must  necessarily  pass  over 
some  sea  before  it  arrived,  and  of  course  lick  up  some 
vapor.  I  afterwards  indeed  doubted  whether  it  might 
be  just  only  so  far  as  related  to  the  city  of  London, 
where  I  resided,  because  there  are  many  causes  of 
moisture  in  the  city  air  which  do  not  exist  to  the  same 
degree  in  the  country,  such  as  the  brewers'  and  dyers' 
boiling  caldrons,  and  the  great  number  of  pots  and 
tea-kettles  continually  on  the  fire,  sending  forth  abun 
dance  of  vapor,  and  also  the  number  of  animals  who 
by  their  breath  continually  increase  it ;  to  which  may 
be  added,  that  even  the  vast  quantity  of  sea  coals 
burnt  there  do,  in  kindling,  discharge  a  great  deal  of 
moisture. 

When  I  was  in  England  the  last  time,  you  also 
made  for  me  a  little  achromatic  pocket  telescope  ; 
the  body  was  brass,  and  it  had  a  round  case  (I  think 
of  thin  wood)  covered  with  shagreen.  All  the  while 
I  remained  in  England,  though  possibly  there  might 
be  some  small  changes  in  the  dimensions  of  this 
case,  I  neither  perceived  nor  suspected  any.  There 
was  always  comfortable  room  for  the  telescope  to  slip 
in  and  out.  But  soon  after  I  arrived  in  America, 
which  was  in  May,  1775,  the  case  became  too  small 
for  the  instrument.  It  was  with  much  difficulty  and 
various  contrivances  that  I  got  it  out,  and  I  could 
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never  after  get  it  in  again  during  my  stay  there,  which 
was  eighteen  months.  I  brought  it  with  me  to  Eu 
rope,  but  left  the  case  as  useless,  imagining  that  I 
should  find  the  continental  air  of  France  as  dry  as 
that  of  Pennsylvania,  where  my  magnet-box  had  also 
returned  a  second  time  to  its  narrowness,  and  pinched 
the  pieces,  as  heretofore,  obliging  me,  too,  to  scrape 
the  sealing-wax  off  the  ends  of  the  shutter. 

I  had  not  been  long  in  France  before  I  was  sur 
prised  to  find  that  my  box  was  become  as  large  as  it 
had  always  been  in  England  ;  the  magnets  entered 
and  came  out  with  the  same  freedom,  and,  when  in,  I 
could  rattle  them  against  its  sides  ;  this  has  continued 
to  be  the  case  without  sensible  variation.  My  habi 
tation  is  out  of  Paris,  distant  almost  a  league,  so  that 
the  moist  air  of  the  city  cannot  be  supposed  to  have 
much  effect  upon  the  box.  I  am  upon  a  high,  dry 
hill,  in  a  free  air,  as  likely  to  be  dry  as  any  air  in 
France.  Whence  it  seems  probable  that  the  air  of 
England  in  general  may,  as  well  as  that  of  London, 
be  moister  than  the  air  of  America,  since  that  of 
France  is  so,  and  in  a  part  so  distant  from  the  sea. 

The  greater  dryness  of  the  air  in  America  appears 
from  some  other  observations.  The  cabinet  work 
formerly  sent  us  from  London,  which  consisted  in  thin 
plates  of  fine  wood  glued  upon  fir,  never  would  stand 
with  us  ;  the  veneering,  as  those  plates  are  called, 
would  get  loose  and  come  off;  both  woods  shrinking, 
and  their  grains  often  crossing,  they  were  for  ever 
cracking  and  flying.  And  in  my  electrical  experiments 
there,  it  was  remarkable  that  a  mahogany  table,  on 
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which  my  jars  stood  under  the  prime  conductor  to  be 
charged,  would  often  be  so  dry,  particularly  when  the 
wind  had  been  some  time  at  northwest,  which  with 
us  is  a  very  drying  wind,  as  to  isolate  the  jars,  and 
prevent  their  being  charged  till  I  had  formed  a  com 
munication  between  their  coatings  and  the  earth.  I 
had  a  like  table  in  London,  which  I  used  for  the  same 
purpose  all  the  time  I  resided  there ;  but  it  was  never 
so  dry  as  to  refuse  conducting  the  electricity. 

Now  what  I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  you, 
is,  that  you  would  recollect,  if  you  can,  the  species  of 
mahogany  of  which  you  made  my  box,  for  you  know 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  difference  in  woods  that  go 
under  that  name  ;  or,  if  that  cannot  be,  that  you  would 
take  a  number  of  pieces  of  the  closest  and  finest 
grained  mahogany  that  you  can  meet  with,  plane  them 
to  the  thinness  of  about  a  line,  and  the  width  of  about 
two  inches  across  the  grain,  and  fix  each  of  the  pieces 
in  some  instrument  that  you  can  contrive,  which  will 
permit  them  to  contract  and  dilate,  and  will  show,  in 
sensible  degrees,  by  a  movable  hand  upon  a  marked 
scale,  the  otherwise  less  sensible  quantities  of  such 
contraction  and  dilatation.  If  these  instruments  are 
all  kept  in  the  same  place  while  making,  and  are  grad 
uated  together  while  subject  to  the  same  degrees  of 
moisture  or  dryness,  I  apprehend  you  will  have  so 
many  comparable  hygrometers  which,  being  sent  into 
different  countries,  and  continued  there  for  some  time, 
will  find  and  show  there  the  mean  of  the  different 
dryness  and  moisture  of  the  air  of  those  countries 
and  that  with  much  less  trouble  than  by  any  hygrom- 
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eter  hitherto  in  use.    With  great  esteem,  I  am,  dear 
sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCXXIX. 

TO    COUNT    DE    VERGENNES. 

PASSY,  22  Novembre,  1780. 

MONSEIGNEUR: — M.  deChaumont  m'ayant  procure 
par  pure  bonne  volonte  des  etoffes  pour  I'habillement 
des  troupes  americaines,  me  demande  aujourd'huy 
que  je  lui  assure  le  remboursement  en  France  des 
lettres  de  change  que  je  lui  ai  promises  sur  le  Con- 
gres,  et  dont  je  ne  doute  nullement  qu'il  y  sera  fait 
honneur.  J'ai  1'honneur  de  mettre  sous  les  yeux  de 
votre  Excellence  la  lettre  que  M.  de  Chaumont  m'a 
ecrite  a  ce  sujet,  pour  la  supplier  de  m'aider  s'il  est 
possible  a  donner  a  M.  de  Chaumont  les  assurances 
qu'il  me  demande. 

Je  suis  avec  respect,  monseigneur,  votre  tres  hum 
ble  et  tres  obeissant  serviteur, 

B.    FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCXXX. 

FROM   COUNT   DE  VERGENNES. 

VERSAILLES,  26  November,  1780. 

SIR : — I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  me  on  the  iQth  instant,  and  with  it  the  reso 
lutions  of  Congress,  ordering  drafts  upon  you  to  the  amount 
of  about  one  million  four  hundred  thousand  livres.  You 
can  easily  imagine  my  astonishment  at  your  request  of  the 
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necessary  funds  to  meet  these  drafts,  since  you  perfectly 
well  know  the  extraordinary  efforts  which  I  have  made  thus 
far  to  assist  you  and  to  support  your  credit ;  and  especially 
since  you  cannot  have  forgotten  the  demands  you  lately 
made  upon  me.  Nevertheless,  sir,  I  am  very  desirous  of 
assisting  you  out  of  the  embarrassed  situation  in  which  these 
repeated  drafts  of  Congress  have  placed  you  ;  and  for  this 
purpose  I  shall  endeavor  to  procure  for  you,  for  the  next 
year,  the  same  aid  that  I  have  been  able  to  furnish  in  the 
course  of  the  present.  I  cannot  but  believe  sir,  that  Con 
gress  will  faithfully  abide  by  what  it  now  promises  you,  that 
in  future  no  drafts  shall  be  made  npon  you,  unless  the  neces 
sary  funds  are  sent  to  meet  them.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  with  great  sincerity,  etc., 

_______        DE  VERGENNES. 

DCCCCXXXI. 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  B.  FRANKLIN,  ESQ., 
MINISTER  PLENIPOTENTIARY  FROM  THE  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA  AT  THE  COURT  OF  FRANCE. 

In  Congress,  28  November,  1780. 

You  will  give  Col.  Palfrey,  lately  Paymaster-General  for 
our  armies,  and  now  our  Consul  in  France,1  all  the  support 
which  is  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  his  consular  functions, 
as  well  as  for  the  effectual  execution  of  the  special  authority 
and  instructions  which  he  will  communicate.  The  sufferings 
of  our  army  for  want  of  the  clothing  and  arms,  which  the 
grant  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  and  your  own  despatches 
gave  us  reason  to  expect,  and  the  absolute  and  increasing 
necessity  of  their  being  immediately  forwarded  to  give  effi 
cacy  to  our  future  operations,  will  sufficiently  impress  upon 
you  the  dangerous  consequences  of  a  further  disappoint 
ment. 

With  respect  to  the  loan  we  foresee  that  the  sum  which 

1  Col.  Palfrey  died  on  his  passage  out. 
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we  ask  will  be  greatly  inadequate  to  our  wants.  We  wish, 
however,  to  depend  as  much  as  possible  on  our  internal 
exertions. 

You  are  hereby  empowered  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  by  executing  such  securities  or  obligations 
for  the  payment  of  the  money  as  you  may  think  proper ;  and 
also  that  the  interest  shall  not  be  reduced,  nor  the  principal 
paid,  during  the  term  for  which  the  same  shall  have  been 
borrowed,  without  the  consent  of  the  lenders  or  their  rep 
resentatives. 

You  are  to  stipulate  for  the  payment  of  both  principal  and 
interest  in  specie. 

The  loan  must  prove  ineffectual  unless  the  specie  is  ac 
tually  remitted.  Experience  has  shown  that  the  negotiation 
of  bills  is  attended  with  unsupportable  loss  and  disadvan 
tage.  His  most  Christian  Majesty,  we  are  persuaded,  will 
see  in  the  strongest  light  the  necessity  of  despatching  an 
effective  naval  armament  to  the  American  seas.  This  is  a 
measure  of  such  vast  moment  that  your  utmost  diligence 
will  be  employed  to  give  it  success.  By  such  a  conveyance 
the  specie  may  be  remitted  in  different  ships  of  war  with  a 
prospect  of  safety. 


DCCCCXXXII. 

FROM   JOHN   ADAMS. 

AMSTERDAM,  30  November,  1780. 

SIR: — I  was  duly  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  8th  of 
October  by  Mr.  Searle.  I  thank  you,  sir,  for  enclosing  the 
resolution  of  Congress  respecting  my  salary  and  Mr.  Dana's. 
I  wish  I  could  see  a  prospect  of  relieving  you  from  this  bur 
den,  as  well  as  that  of  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  upon  Mr. 
Laurens  ;  but  at  present  there  is  not  a  prospect  of  obtaining 
a  shilling.  What  turn  affairs  may  take,  it  is  impossible  to 
foresee.  Some  gentlemen  tell  me  that  a  few  months,  or  in 
deed  weeks,  may  produce  events  which  will  open  the  purses 
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to  me ;  but  I  think  that  our  want  of  credit  here  is  owing  to 
causes  that  are  more  permanent.  I  never  had  any  just  idea 
of  this  country  until  I  came  here;  if,  indeed,  I  have  now.  I 
have  received  money  of  the  house  of  Horneca,  Fizeau,  & 
Grand,  on  account  of  Mr.  F.  Grand  of  Paris,  for  my  subsist 
ence  ;  and,  if  you  have  no  objection,  I  will  continue  in  this 
way. 

Mr.  Searle's  conversation  is  a  cordial  to  me.  He  gives  a 
charming,  sanguine  representation  of  our  affairs,  such  as  I 
am  very  well  disposed  to  believe,  and  such  as  I  should  give 
myself,  if  interrogated,  according  to  the  best  of  my  knowl 
edge.  But  we  have  a  hard  conflict  to  go  through  yet. 

The  correspondence  you  mention  between  his  Excellency 
the  Count  de  Vergennes  and  me,  I  transmitted  regularly  to 
Congress  in  the  season  of  it  from  Paris,  and  other  copies  since 
my  arrival  in  Amsterdam,  both  without  any  comments. 

The  letter  I  mentioned  I  believe  was  from  your  Excellency 
to  M.  Dumas,  who  informs  me  that  there  has  been  none  to 
the  Grand  Pensionary  but  the  one  which  your  Excellency 
wrote  when  I  was  at  Passy,  which  I  remember  very  well. 
The  republic,  it  is  said,  for  it  is  hard  to  come  at  the  truth, 
have  on  the  one  hand  acceded  to  the  armed  neutrality,  and 
on  the  other  have  disavowed  the  conduct  of  Amsterdam. 
This,  it  is  hoped,  will  appease  all  nations  for  the  present, 
and  it  may  for  what  I  know.  We  shall  see.  I  should  be  the 
less  surprised  at  Great  Britain's  treating  the  United  Provinces 
like  an  English  colony,  if  I  did  not  every  day  hear  the  lan 
guage  and  sentiments  of  English  colonists.  But,  if  she  treats 
all  her  colonies  with  equal  tyranny,  it  may  make  them  all  in 
time  equally  independent. 

A  gentleman  here  has  received  a  commission  from  Eng 
land  to  hire  as  many  vessels  as  he  possibly  can,  to  carry  troops 
to  America.  This  I  have  certain  information  of.  It  is  also 
given  out  that  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  has  demanded  and  obtained 
permission  of  the  States  to  do  it ;  but  this,  I  believe,  is  an 
English  report.  It  is  also  said  that  the  burgomasters  of  the 
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city  have  signified  abroad  that  it  would  be  disagreeable  if 
anybody  should  hire  the  ships.  But  this  may  be  only  bruit. 
It  shows  the  English  want  of  shipping,  their  intention  to 
send  troops,  and  their  cunning  to  get  away  from  this  nation 
both  their  ships  and  seamen.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

DCCCCXXXIII. 

TO    MR.    SEARLE. 

PASSY,  30  November,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  2Oth, 
and  am  very  sensible  of  your  friendship.  Arnold's 
baseness  and  treachery  is  astonishing.  I  thank  you 
for  the  account  you  give  me  of  his  preceding  conduct, 
which  I  never  knew  before,  and  shall  make  a  proper 
use  of.1  I  have  just  received  a  very  particular  account 
of  his  plot,  which  is  too  long  to  transcribe  by  this 

1  Brigadier  -  General  Arnold  had  British  army.  Major  Andre,  one  of 
been  wounded  at  the  siege  of  Quebec,  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  staff,  and  the  agent 
and  being  only  fit  for  a  sedentary  through  which  this  treason  was  nego- 
command  was  placedin  command  of  the  tiated,  was  captured  inside  the  Amer- 
new  fortifications  at  West  Point,  then  ican  lines,  with  the  compromising  in- 
a  point  of  the  most  critical  military  formation  which  Arnold  had  furnished 
importance.  Though  he  had  rendered  him  concealed  in  his  boots.  He  was 
his  country  distinguished  services  in  tried  and  convicted  as  a  spy  and  hung 
the  field,  he  was  a  man  of  extravagant  on  the  2d  of  October,  1780.  Arnold 
habits,  which  he  insisted  upon  indul-  escaped,  was  made  a  brigadier-general 
ging  without  regard  to  his  resources  in  the  British  army  and  afterwards 
or  his  engagements.  He  was  court-  served  against  his  countrymen  in  Vir- 
martialled  by  direction  of  Congress  ginia.  The  British  officers  showed 
and  ordered  to  be  reprimanded  by  the  great  repugnance  to  serving  with  him 
Commander-in-Chief  for  abusing  his  and  treated  him  with  merited  con- 
powers  while  stationed  at  Philadelphia,  tempt.  His  vices  precipitated  him 
Stung  by  what  he  professed  to  consider  into  an  abyss  of  troubles,  and  he  ended 
the  ingratitude  of  his  country  and  his  days  in  poverty  and  disgrace.  Ar- 
driven  to  desperation  by  his  creditors,  nold  was  the  only  officer  in  the  Ameri- 
he  allowed  himself  to  be  beguiled  into  can  army  of  the  Revolution  who  proved 
negotiations  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  unfaithful  to  the  cause  of  independence 
to  betray  West  Point  to  him.  He  was  and  turned  his  sword  against  his  com- 
to  receive  for  this  service,  according  patriots.  (See  letter  to  Layfayette 
to  the  original  contract,  ^30,000  and  dated  May  14,  1781.) — EDITOR. 
the  rank  of  brigadier-general  in  the 
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post,  but  you  will  see  it  by  next.  In  the  meantime 
Mr.  Adams  will  communicate  to  you  an  extract  of  a 
comfortable  letter  to  me  from  Newport.  General 
Washington  was  at  Bergen,  near  New  York,  the  iQth 
October.  I  hope  your  fears  that  there  may  be  Ar 
nolds  at  Paris  are  groundless.  But  in  such  time  one 
cannot  be  too  much  on  one's  guard,  and  I  am  obliged 
to  you  for  the  caution. 

With  great  esteem  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear 
sir,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

DCCCCXXXIV. 

TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

PASSY,  2  December,  1780. 

SIR  : — The  many  mutual  advantages,  that  must  arise 
from  carrying  into  execution  the  proposition  already 
communicated  to  Congress  of  furnishing  provisions 
to  the  king's  forces  in  America,  to  be  paid  for  here, 
have,  I  make  no  doubt,  already  induced  them  to  be 
gin  that  operation.  But,  as  the  proposition  has  lately 
been  renewed  to  me,  on  occasion  of  my  requesting 
further  aids  of  money,  to  answer  the  unexpected  drafts 
drawn  upon  me,  ordered  by  the  resolutions  of  May 
arid  August  last,  which  drafts  it  is  absolutely  neces 
sary  I  should  find  funds  to  pay  ;  and  as  the  Congress 
have  long  desired  to  have  the  means  of  forming  funds 
in  Europe,  and  an  easier,  cheaper,  and  safer  method 
cannot  possibly  be  contrived ;  and  as  I  see,  by  the 
Journals  of  February,  that  the  several  States  were  to 
furnish  provisions  in  quantities,  instead  of  supplies  of 
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money,  whereby  much  will  be  in  the  disposition  in 
Congress,  I  flatter  myself  that  they  will  not  disap 
prove  of  my  engaging  in  their  behalf  with  the  minis 
ter  of  the  finances  here,  that  they  will  cause  to  be 
delivered  for  the  king's  land  and  sea  forces  in  North 
America  such  provisions  as  may  be  wanted  from  time 
to  time,  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  the  said  provisions  to  be  furnished  at  the  cur 
rent  prices,  for  which  they  might  be  bought  with  silver 
specie. 

I  have  constantly  done  my  utmost  to  support  the 
credit  of  Congress,  by  procuring  wherewith  punctu 
ally  to  pay  all  their  drafts,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of 
their  care  to  support  mine  in  this  instance  by  fulfilling 
honorably  my  engagement  ;  in  which  case,  receipts  in 
due  form  should  be  taken  of  the  person  to  whom  the 
provisions  are  delivered  in  the  several  States,  and 
those  receipts  sent  to  me  here.  With  great  respect, 
etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

P.  S. — This  value,  four  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
is  to  be  considered  as  exclusive  of  any  provisions  al 
ready  furnished  ;  but  the  receipts  for  those  should  also 
be  sent  me,  if  not  paid  for  there. 


DCCCCXXXV. 

TO    JAMES    LOVELL. 

PASSY,  2  December,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  duly  received  your  several  favors  of  August 
the  1 5th  and  September  the  7th,  with  the  resolves  of 
Congress  for  drawing  on  me  bills  extraordinary,  to  the 
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amount  of  near  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  To 
keep  up  the  credit  of  Congress,  I  had  already  en 
gaged  for  those  drawn  on  Mr.  Laurens.  You  cannot 
conceive  how  much  these  things  perplex  and  distress 
me  ;  for,  the  practice  of  this  government  being  yearly 
to  apportion  the  revenue  to  the  several  expected  ser 
vices,  any  after-demands  made,  which  the  treasury  is 
not  furnished  to  supply,  meet  with  great  difficulty, 
and  are  very  disagreeable  to  the  ministers.  To  enable 
me  to  look  these  drafts  in  the  face,  I  have  agreed  to 
a  proposal  contained  in  the  enclosed  letter  to  the 
President,  of  furnishing  provisions  to  the  king's 
forces  in  America,  which  proposal  I  hope  will  be  ap 
proved  and  executed,  and  that  the  Congress  will 
strictly  comply  with  the  assurance  you  have  given  me, 
not  to  draw  on  me  any  more  without  first  knowing 
that  they  have  funds  in  my  hands. 

I  wrote  to  you  more  fully  by  Capt.  Jones.  He 
sailed  some  time  since  in  the  Ariel,  but  met  with  a 
severe  storm  that  entirely  dismasted  him,  and  obliged 
him  to  put  back  for  France.  He  has  been  long  refitting, 
but  will  sail  again  soon.  Every  thing  goes  well  here. 
With  great  esteem,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCXXXVI. 

REV.  DR.  COOPER,   BOSTON. 

PASSY,  2  December,  1780. 

REVEREND  AND  DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  your  kind 
letter  of  the  8th  of  September,  and  am  much  obliged 
by  the  intelligence  it  contained.  Please  make  my 
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compliments  of  congratulation  acceptable  to  Mr.  Han 
cock  on  his  being  chosen  the  first  governor  of  his 
free  countrymen.  I  am  persuaded  he  will  fill  the  seat 
with  propriety  and  dignity. 

Dr.  Lee's  accusation  of  Capt.  Landais  for  insanity 
was  probably  well  founded  ;  as  in  my  opinion  would 
have  been  the  same  accusation,  if  it  had  been  brought 
by  Landais  against  Lee  ;  for  though  neither  of  them 
are  permanently  mad,  they  are  both  so  at  times  ;  and 
the  insanity  of  the  latter  is  the  most  mischievous. 

Your  little  grandson  is  a  fine  boy,  behaves  gen 
teelly,  and  takes  his  learning  admirably.  Mr.  Adams 
being  gone  to  Holland,  has  left  him  in  my  care.  He 
does  not  seem  well  satisfied  with  his  school ;  and  the 
master  and  mistress  complain  of  his  being  turbulent 
and  factious  and  having  in  him  too  much  of  the  in 
surgent.  I  give  him  occasionally  my  best  advice, 
and  I  hope  those  little  unpleasantnesses  will  by  de 
grees  wear  off.  I  have  paid  his  last  quarter. 

The  English  in  a  late  memorial  have  threatened 
the  Dutch  with  much  insolence.  Some  imagine  it 
must  produce  a  war.  Others,  relying  on  the  Batavian 
phlegm  and  patience,  think  it  will  pass  over.  Holland 
has,  however,  at  length  acceded  to  the  armed  neu 
trality. 

At  the  request  of  the  Abbe  de  Raynal  I  send  you 
the  enclosed  ;  and  I  wish  you  or  Mr.  Bowdoin  would 
answer  the  questions. 

I  beg  the  continuance  of  your  useful  letters.  I 
shall  soon  write  to  you  more  fully  ;  remaining  with 
the  most  perfect  esteem,  dear  sir,  etc. 
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DCCCCXXXVII. 

TO    CHARLES   W.   F.   DUMAS. 

PASSY,  3  December,  1780. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  have  before  me  yours  of  the  Qth  and 
1 6th  of  November,  which  I  think  are  the  last  I  re 
ceived  from  you.  With  regard  to  the  augmentation 
of  your  salary,  I  would  not  have  you  place  too  great 
a  dependence  on  it,  lest  a  disappointment  should 
thereby  be  rendered  more  afflicting. 

If  a  good  peace  were  once  established,  we  should 
soon  be  richer,  and  better  able  to  reward  those  that 
serve  us.  At  present  the  expense  of  the  war  hangs 
heavy  on  the  United  States,  and  we  cannot  pay  like 
old  and  rich  kingdoms.  Mr.  William  Lee  has,  as  you 
observe,  acted  very  imprudently  in  that  affair  ;  but 
perhaps  some  good  may  come  of  it. 

Mr.  Adams  has  written  to  me  for  a  copy  of  a  letter 
I  formerly  wrote  to  -  — .  If  you  have  such  a  one 
please  to  give  it  to  him.  I  imagine  that  he  rather 
means  a  letter  I  wrote  to  you,  in  which  I  represented 
our  girl  as  a  jolly  one,  and  who  would  be  a  good  for 
tune  in  time,  etc.  I  have  no  copy  of  that.  If  you 
still  have  that  letter,  please  to  give  Mr.  Adams  a  copy 
of  that  also. 

I  wish  much  to  see  the  answer  that  their  High 
Mightinesses  will  give  to  the  insolent  memorial  pre 
sented  by  Sir  Joseph  Yorke.  If  they  comply  with  it, 
and  punish  or  censure  the  Pensionary  of  Amsterdam, 
I  shall  think  it  &  pier  re  de  touche  for  the  Stadtholder, 
as  well  as  for  the  King  of  England ;  and  that  neither 
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Mr.  Adams  will  be  safe  at  Amsterdam,  nor  our  ships 
in  any  port  of  Holland.  Let  me  therefore  know,  by 
the  earliest  means,  the  turn  this  affair  is  like  to  take, 
that  I  may  advertise  our  government  and  our  mer 
chants,  I  am,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCXXXVIII. 

TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 

PASSY,  3  December,  1780. 

SIR  : — I  duly  received  the  letter  your  Excellency 
did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  on  the  i2th  July 
past,  by  Mr.  Searle,  and  have  paid  the  bills  drawn  on 
me  by  order  of  Congress,  in  favor  of  the  President 
and  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  for  one  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  which  were  presented  by  him.  He  is  at  pres 
ent  in  Holland. 

The  news  of  Mr.  Laurens  having  been  taken  must 
have  reached  you  long  since  ;  he  is  confined  in  the 
Tower,  but  of  late  has  some  more  liberty  for  taking 
air  and  exercise  than  first  was  allowed  him.  Certain 
papers  found  with  him,  relating  to  the  drafts  of  a 
treaty  proposed  in  Holland,  have  been  sent  over  to 
the  Stadtholder,  who  laid  them  before  their  High 
Mightinesses,  who  communicated  them  to  the  govern 
ment  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  which  justified  the 
transaction.  This  has  drawn  from  England  a  memo 
rial,  delivered  by  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  demanding,  that 
the  Pensionary  and  magistrates  of  that  city  should 
be  punished,  and  declaring,  that  the  king  will  resent 
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a  refusal  of  the  States  to  comply  with  this  demand. 
What  answer  will  be  given  to  this  insolent  memorial 
we  do  not  yet  know.  But  I  hear  it  has  produced 
much  displeasure  in  Holland  ;  and  it  is  thought  to 
have  occasioned  a  more  prompt  accession  to  the  armed 
neutrality,  which  had  before  met  with  obstructions 
from  the  English  party  there. 

We  have  met  with  a  variety  of  unaccountable  de 
lays  and  difficulties  in  the  affair  of  shipping  the 
clothing  and  stores.  The  Alliance  went  away  with 
out  taking  her  part.  The  Ariel  sailed,  but  met  with 
a  storm  at  sea  that  dismasted  her,  and  obliged  her  to 
return  to  France.  She  is  nearly  again  ready  to  sail. 
Mr.  Ross,  with  his  cargo  of  clothes  in  the  Ditke  of 
Leinster,  sailed  under  convoy  of  the  Ariel,  but  did 
not  return  with  her,  and  I  hope  may  get  safe  to 
America.  The  great  ship  we  hired  to  come  to 
L'Orient  and  take  in  the  rest  of  what  we  had  to  send, 
has  been  long  unexpectedly  detained  at  Bordeaux.  I 
am  afraid  the  army  has  suffered  for  want  of  clothes  ; 
but  it  has  been  as  impossible  for  me  to  avoid,  as  it 
was  to  foresee,  these  delays. 

The  late  Minister  of  the  Marine  here,  M.  de  Sar- 
tine,  is  removed,  and  his  place  supplied  by  M.  le  Mar 
quis  de  Castries.  But  this  change  does  not  affect  the 
general  system  of  the  court,  which  continues  favor 
able  to  us. 

I  have  received  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  Con 
gress  of  the  iQth  of  May,  and  the  Qth,  I5th,  23d,  and 
3Oth  of  August,  directing  bills  to  be  drawn  on  me  for 
near  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  I  shall  accept 
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the  bills,  hoping  the  Congress  will  approve  of,  and 
readily  comply  with,  the  proposition  contained  in  a 
letter  to  your  Excellency,  accompanying  this,  dated 
the  2d  instant.  Probably  an  answer  may  arrive  here 
before  many  of  those  bills  shall  become  due,  as  few 
of  them  are  yet  arrived.  If  that  answer  ratifies  the 
agreement  I  have  made,  I  shall  have  no  difficulty  in 
finding  means  to  pay  the  rest.  If  not,  I  shall  scarce 
be  able  to  bear  the  reproaches  of  merchants,  that  I 
have  misled  them  to  their  loss  by  my  acceptations, 
which  gave  a  promise  of  payment  that,  not  being 
fulfilled,  has  deranged  their  affairs  ;  to  say  nothing  of 
the  power  I  am  told  the  Consul's  Court  has  here  over 
the  persons,  even  of  ministers,  in  the  case  of  bills  of 
exchange.  Let  me,  therefore,  beg  your  Excellency  to 
use  your  endeavors  with  Congress,  that  this  matter 
may  be  immediately  attended  to. 

Mr.  Jay,  no  doubt,  has  acquainted  you  with  his 
difficulties  respecting  the  drafts  upon  him.  I  am  sorry 
I  cannot  extricate  him,  but  I  hope  he  will  still  find 
means. 

The  Mars,  an  armed  ship  belonging  to  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  in  her  way  to  France,  took  and  sent  to 
New  England  a  Portuguese  ship  bound  to  Cork  with 
salt,  belonging  to  some  merchants  there.  The  Portu 
guese  captain,  who  is  brought  in  here,  complains 
heavily  of  ill  usage  and  plunder,  besides  taking  his 
vessel ;  and  the  ambassador  of  that  nation  has  com 
municated  to  me  these  complaints,  together  with  all 
the  papers  proving  the  property  of  the  vessel,  etc., 
representing  at  the  same  time  the  good  disposition  of 
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the  queen  towards  our  States,  and  his  wishes  that 
nothing  might  lessen  it,  or  tend  to  prevent  or  delay  a 
complete  good  understanding  between  the  two  nations. 
I  advised  that  the  owners  should  send  over  their 
claim,  and  empower  some  person  to  prosecute  it,  in 
which  case  I  did  not  doubt  our  courts  would  do  them 
justice.  I  hope  the  Congress  may  think  fit  to  take 
some  notice  of  this  affair,  and  not  only  forward  a 
speedy  decision,  but  give  orders  to  our  cruisers  not 
to  meddle  with  neutral  ships  for  the  future,  it  being 
a  practice  apt  to  produce  ill  blood,  and  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  new  league,  which  is  approved  by  all 
Europe  ;  and  the  English  property  found  in  such 
vessels  will  hardly  pay  the  damages  brought  on  us  by 
the  irregular  proceedings  of  our  captains  in  endeavor 
ing  to  get  at  such  property.  With  the  greatest  re 
spect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCXXXIX. 

MR.    JONATHAN    WILLIAMS. 

PASSY,  27  December,  1780. 

DEAR  COUSIN: — I  received  yours  of  the  igth,  ac 
quainting  me  with  your  draft  in  favor  of  M.  de  Chau- 
mont  for  428,330!^.  The  exigencies  of  his  affairs 
had  before  induced  me  to  give  him,  under  a  guaranty 
of  the  minister,  a  credit  with  M.  Grand  for  400,000, 
payable  quarterly  in  the  ensuing  year,  which  M.  G. 
discounted  for  him.  I  have  also  since  the  second  de 
termination  against  him  at  Nantes  accepted  his  drafts 
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for  2OO,oooLs.  on  account  of  the  freight,  on  his  en 
gagement  to  return  me  that  sum,  if  the  ship  does  not 
arrive  at  L'Orient,  which  bills  I  suppose  he  has  dis 
counted  likewise  ;  so  he  goes  on  paying  his  accept 
ances  of  your  drafts.  He  is  not  naturally  inclined  to 
chicaneries,  but  his  embarrassments  have  made  him 
say  and  do  things  inconsistent  with  his  character, 
which  I  only  mention  as  a  caution  to  you,  not  to  go 
out  of  your  depth  in  business,  for  the  best  swimmer 
may  be  seized  with  a  cramp.  You  have  been  reflected 
on  a  little  for  your  delay  in  sending  the  invoice  or 
amount  of  the  cloths  ;  pray  send  the  charges  as  soon 
as  possible. 

The  English  have  declared  war  against  Holland. 
Therefore  miss  no  opportunity  of  sending  advice  of 
it  to  America. 

I  am  ever  your  affectionate  uncle, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCXL. 

FRAGMENT    OF    A    DIARY.1 

Dec.  1 8,  1780. — Gave  an  order  to  Major  Brough- 
ton,  of  Marblehead,  a  returning  prisoner,  for  5  louis, 
to  help  him  down  to  a  seaport. 

Certified  Capt.  James  La  Clause's  commission  and 
other  American  papers. 

Wrote  to  Mr.  Hodgson,  London,  that  I  had  re 
ceived  his  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  ^100  on 
the  prisoners,  and  promised  him  ^150  more. 

1  Endorsed:  "  Part  of  Journal,  1780." 
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Gave  a  letter  of  recommendation  of  1'Abbe  Robin 
to  Mr.  Williams,  of  Boston,  and  sent  it  after  him  by 
an  officer,  who  is  to  go  if  he  can  in  the  Ariel. 
Sent  by  the  same  person  some  newspapers  to  Con 
gress. 

Consented  in  conversation  with  Mr.  Grand  that 
Mr.  Williams,  on  being  put  in  possession  of  the  pol 
icies  of  insurance  of  the  ship  Marquis  de  Lafayette, 
for  200,000  livres,  should  draw  on  me  for  the  freight 
to  that  amount. 

Mr.  Chaumont  writes,  pressing  an  advance  of  the 
money  on  security. 

Replied  that  if  the  security  was  such  as  the  Con 
gress  banker  approved  of,  I  would  advance  the  sum. 

Heard  that  transports  are  taking  up  here  for 
America,  and  that  bank  bills  in  England  had  been 
counterfeited  to  a  great  amount. 

Dec.  iQth. — Went  to  Versailles  at  M.  Vergennes' ; 
much  was  said  to  me  in  favor  of  M.  de  Chau- 
mont's  demand.  It  was  owned  that  he  had  been 
wrong  in  demanding  as  a  right  what  he  ought  to  have 
asked  as  a  favor ;  but  that  affairs  among  friends 
should  not  be  transacted  with  rigor,  but  amicably  and 
with  indulgent  allowances.  I  found  I  had  been  rep 
resented  as  unkindly  exact  in  the  business.  I  promised 
to  do  all  in  my  power  to  make  it  easy  to  Mr.  Chau 
mont.  He  came  to  me  in  the  evening  after  my 
return  ;  but  with  much  heat  against  Mr.  Grand,  which 
I  endeavored  to  allay,  as  it  was  really  very  unjust. 
Offered  him  to  accept  his  bills  drawn  on  me,  as  the 
operation  through  Mr.  Williams  at  Nantes  would 
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take  too  much  time  to  suit  with  his  exigencies.  He 
said  he  would  consult  with  his  banker.  Exclaimed 
much  against  the  judgment  at  Nantes,  etc. 

Requested  Mr.  Grand  to  transfer  out  of  the  public 
cash  the  amount  of  the  several  balances  of  my  private 
accounts  with  the  Congress,  and  give  me  credit  for 
the  same  in  my  particular  account. 

Dec.  2Oth. — Certified  or  as  they  call  it  here  legal 
ized  the  papers  relative  to  the  taking  a  Portuguese 
ship  by  the  Mars  of  Boston,  and  sent  them  to  the 
Porto'  ambass. 

Accepted  M.  de  Chaumont's  drafts  dated  November 
10  for  the  200,000  livres  freight  at  4  usances,  and  he 
gave  me  his  engagement  to  return  the  money  in  case 
the  ship  Marquis  de  Lafayette  did  not  arrive  at 
L'Orient  to  take  in  our  goods. 

Prince  de  Montbarey,  Ministre  de  la  Guerre,  re 
signs.  His  successor  not  yet  known. 

Dec.  2 1  st. — Wrote  to  M.  de  Chaumont  pressingly 
for  his  account  with  the  Congress,  that  it  may  be  set 
tled  now  Mr.  Deane  is  here. 

M.  de  Segur  succeeds  the  Prince  de  Montbarey. 

Dec.  22d. — Received  an  account  between  Mr. 
Chaumont  and  Mr.  Deane,  which  includes  Congress 
artic  [mutilated]  ;  copy  it,  as  it  must  be  sent  to  Mr. 
Deane. 

Dec.  23d. — Hear  by  letters  from  L'Orient  of  the 
departure  of  Capt.  Jones  in  the  Ariel  on  the  i8th. 

Dec.  24th. — Received  Gourlade  &  Moylan's  ac 
count  of  fresh  expenses,  upward  of  ,£20,000,  by  Capt. 
Jones. 
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Two  young  Englishmen,  Scot  and  Williams,  would 
go  to  America  ;  discouraged  them. 

Dec.  25th. — Gave  an  order  to  Mr.  Grand  to  remit 
^150  sterling  to  Mr.  Wm.  Hodgson,  London,  for  the 
relief  of  American  prisoners. 

Received  information  from  a  good  hand  that  the 
G.  Pensionaire  had  been  with  Sir  J.  Y.  and  acquainted 
him  that  an  answer  would  be  given  to  his  memorials, 
but  that  it  could  not  be  precipitated  contrary  to  the 
constitution  ;  it  was  necessary  to  have  the  advice  of 
the  provinces. 

The  S.  H.  has  behaved  well  in  the  resolution  for 
arming. 

The  Duke  A.  G.  C.,  the  Pensionary  of  Amster 
dam,  a  brave,  steady  man. 

Dec.  26th. — Went  to  Versailles  to  assist  at  the 
ceremony  of  condolence  on  the  death  of  the  Empress 
Queen.  All  the  foreign  ministers  in  deep  mourn 
ing — flopped  hats  and  crape,  long  black  cloaks,  etc. 
The  Nuncio  pronounced  the  compliments  to  the  king 
and  afterwards  to  the  queen  in  her  apartments.  M. 
de  Vergennes  told  me  of  the  war  declared  by  Eng 
land  against  Holland.  Visited  at  the  new  Ministers 
of  War  and  Marine  ;  neither  of  them  at  home.  Much 
fatigued  by  the  going  twice  up  and  down  the  palace 
stairs,  from  the  tenderness  of  my  feet  and  weakness 
of  my  knees  ;  therefore  did  not  go  the  rounds.  De 
clined  dining  with  M.  de  Vergennes,  as  inconsistent 
with  my  present  mode  of  living,  which  is  simple,  till  I 
have  recovered  my  strength.  Took  a  partridge  with 
M.  de  Chaumont.  No  news  yet  of  Count  d'Estaing. 
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Wednesday,  27th. — Much  talk  about  the  new  war. 
Hear  of  the  hurricane  in  the  West  Indies.  English 
fleet  under  Admiral  Darby  put  into  port.  Wrote  to 
J.  Williams,  at  Nantes,  to  send  advice  to  America  by 
every  possible  opportunity  of  the  English  declaration 
against  Holland. 

Thursday,  28th. — Mr.  Grand  had  some  time  since 
carried  an  advance  of  my  salary  for  one  quarter 
(£15,000)  out  of  the  public  monies,  to  my  private 
account ;  and  I  afterwards  gave  him  a  receipt  for  that 
sum,  which  should  have  been  mentioned  before. 

Friday,  2Qth. — Went  by  particular  invitation  to  the 
Sorbonne,  to  an  assembly  of  the  Faculty  of  Physic  in 
the  College  Hall,  where  we  had  the  eloge  of  my 
friend  M.  Dubourg  and  other  pieces.  Suffered  by  the 
cold. 

M.  de  Chaumont  has  [mutilated]  J.  Williams'  draft 
on  me  for  £428,000  on  account  of  the  cloth,  but  de 
clined  .  .  .  why  [  ?  I  know  not  why]  presenting  it. 
I  ought  to  give  him  .  .  .  [line  here  mutilated,  the 
only  words  legible  are  "Congress"  "above"  or 
"  about"  and  "  livres."~\ 

Saturday,  3Oth. — Breakfasted  at  Mad.  Brillon's. 
Received  of  M.  Grand  £4,800  on  private  account, 
which  was  put  into  the  hands  of  W.  T.  Franklin  to 
pay  bills  and  family  expenses. 

Sunday,  3ist. — Much  company  at  dinner;  among 
others,  M.  Perrier  and  M.  Wilkinson,  ingenious  me 
chanicians.  M.  Romayne,  of  Hackinsack  in  the  Jer 
seys.  No  news. 

Monday,  Jan.    i,  1781. — News  that  an  expedition 
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is  on  foot  against  Jersey  and  Guernsey,  some  frig 
ates  with  transports  and  2,500  men  having  sailed  from 
Granville  the  26th  past. 

Mr.  Dana  is  returned  from  Holland,  which  he  left 
the  beginning  of  last  month.  Mr.  Adams  remains 
there,  who  writes  me  Dec.  ist,  that  there  is  little  or 
no  hopes  of  a  loan. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  2d. — Went  to  Versailles.  No  foreign 
ministers  there  but  one  or  two  ;  the  rest  having  been 
there  yesterday.  Visited  the  new  Secretary  at  War, 
who  was  very  polite.  Wrote  to  M.  de  Castries,  Min 
ister  of  the  Marine.  Not  strong  enough  to  go  up  to 
M.  de  Maurepas.  Visited  M.  Le  Roy,  and  dined 
with  M.  and  Mad.  de  Renneval.  News  of  disappoint 
ment  of  the  Jersey  expedition.  Wind  and  tide  con 
trary  [mutilated  ;  the  word  "  Etres  "  only  visible]  the 
offices  in  part. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  3d. — Letters  from  Holland.  The 
Dutch  seem  not  to  have  known  on  the  28th  past 
that  war  was  actually  declared  against  them.  In 
formed  here  that  the  English  court  has  sent  copies 
of  the  papers  taken  with  Mr.  Laurens  to  the  North 
ern  courts,  with  aggravated  complaints  against  the 
States-General  ;  and  that  the  States  had  also  sent 
their  justification.  Important  news  expected  by  the 
return  of  the  courier. 

Thursday,  Jan.  4th. — Learnt  that  the  States  had 
given  orders  for  building  100  ships  of  war.  Gave  an 
order  on  Mr.  Grand  [mutilated;  qr.  "for"]  paying 
Sabbatier's  balance,  the  sum  £3,526  18  6  being  for 
carriage  of  the  clothing. 
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Friday,  Jan.  5th. — Signed  recommendation,  to  the 
ministers,  of  M.  de  La  Neuville,  officer  formerly  in 
the  American  service. 

Saturday,  Jan.  6th — Accepted  a  number  of  loan- 
office  bills  this  day,  and  every  day  of  the  past  week. 
No  news  yet  of  Count  D'Estaing,  which  begins  to 
give  great  uneasiness,  as  his  fleet  was  not  provided  for 
so  long  a  voyage. 

Sunday,  Jan.  7th. — News  of  the  safe  arrival  of 
Count  D'Estaing  at  Brest ;  more  accounts  of  the  terri 
ble  hurricane  in  the  West  Indies.  Accepted  a  vast 
number  of  loan-office  bills.  Some  of  the  new  drafts 
begin  to  appear. 

Monday,  Jan.  8th. — Accepted  many  bills.  Hear 
from  Holland  that  they  had  but  just  received  news  of 
the  declaration  of  war  against  them,  and  that  the  Eng 
lish  Church  was  burnt  at  the  Hague,  unknown  by 
what  means. 

Tuesday,  Qth. — Count  D'Estaing  arrives  at  Passy. 
Hear  of  ships  arrived  at  L'Orient  from  America.  No 
letters  come  up.  Indisposed  and  did  not  go  to 
court. 

Wednesday,  loth. — Letters  arrived  from  Philadel 
phia.  Reports  there  of  advantages  gained  to  the 
southward;  and  that  Leslie  had  quitted  Virginia.  In 
formed  that  my  recall  is  to  be  moved  for  in  Congress. 
News  that  the  troops  have  made  good  their  landing 
in  Jersey  and  taken  all  but  the  castle. 

Thursday,  nth. — Gave  Mr.  Dana  copies  of  the 
letters  between  M.  de  Sartine  and  me  concerning 
Mr.  Dalton's  affair.  Proposed  to  him  to  examine  the 
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public  accounts  now  while  Mr.  Deanewas  here,  which 
he  declined. 

Friday,  i2th. — Sign  acceptation  [qr.  "of";  mu 
tilated]  many  bills.  They  come  thick. 

Saturday,  Jan.  i3th. — Learn  that  there  is  a  violent 
commotion  in  Holland  :  that  the  people  are  violently 
exasperated  against  the  English,  have  thrown  some 
into  the  canals  ;  and  those  merchants  of  Amsterdam 
who  have  been  known  to  favor  them,  dare  not  appear 
in  the  streets  ;  that  the  return  of  their  express  to 
Russia  brings  good  accounts  of  the  favorable  disposi 
tion  of  the  Empress. 

Sunday,  Jan.  i4th. — Mr.  Grand  acquaints  me  that 
he  learns  from  Mr.  Cotin,  banker  of  M.  de  Chaumont, 
that  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  will  be  stopped  by 
creditors  of  M.  de  Chaumont,  unless  50,000  crowns 
are  advanced,  and  submitted  it  to  my  consideration 
whether  I  had  not  better  buy  the  ship.  Vexed  with 
the  long  delay  on  so  many  frivolous  pretences,  and 
seeing  no  end  to  them,  and  fearing  to  embarrass 
myself  still  further  in  affairs  that  I  do  not  understand, 
I  took  at  once  the  resolution  of  offering  our  contract 
for  that  ship  to  the  government,  to  whom  I  hoped  it 
might  be  agreeable  to  have  her  as  a  transport,  as 
our  goods  would  not  fill  her,  she  being  gauged  at 
1,200  tons.  •  Accordingly  I  requested  Mr.  Grand 
to  go  to  Versailles  and  propose  it  to  M.  de  Ver- 
gennes. 

Monday,  Jan.  i5th. — Signed  an  authority  to  Mr. 
Bonfield  to  administer  [mutilated]  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  United  States  to  Mr.  Vaughan. 
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Accepted  above  200  bills,  some  of  the  new. 

Mr.  Grand  calls  on  his  return  from  Versailles,  and 
acquaints  me  that  Mr.  Vergennes  desires  the  proposi 
tion  may  be  reduced  to  writing.  Mr.  Grand  has 
accordingly  made  a  draft,  which  he  presented  for  my 
approbation. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  i6th. — Went  to  Versailles  and  per 
formed  all  the  ceremonies,  though  with  difficulty,  my 
feet  being  still  tender. 

Left  the  pacquets  for  Mr.  Jay  with  M.  de  Renne- 
val,  who  promised  to  send  them  with  the  next  cou 
rier. 

Presented  Mr.  Grand's  paper  to  M.  de  Vergennes, 
who  told  me  he  would  try  to  arrange  that  matter  for 
me.  I  acquainted  M.  de  Chaumont  wit  [mutilated] 
step  [qr.  "with  the  step";  ],  who  did  not  seem  to 
approve  of  it. 

Heard  of  the  ill  success  of  the  troops  in  Jersey, 
who  were  defeated  the  same  day  they  landed;  150 
killed,  200  wounded,  and  the  rest  taken  prisoners. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  I7th. — Accepted  many  bills  and 
wrote  some  letters. 

Thursday,  Jan.  i8th. — Mr.  Grand  informs  me  that 
he  has  been  at  Versailles  and  spoken  with  M.  de  Ver 
gennes  and  M.  de  Renneval ;  that  the  minister  de 
clined  the  proposition  of  taking  the  vessel  on  ac 
count  of  the  government,  but  kindly  offered  to  ad 
vance  me  the  /.  150,000  if  I  chose  to  pay  that  sum. 
He  brought  me  also  the  project  of  an  engagement 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Cotin,  by  which  I  was  to  promise 
that  payment,  and  he  and  Co.  were  to  permit 
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the  vessel  to  depart.  He  left  this  paper  for  my  con 
sideration. 

Friday,  Jan.  iQth. — Considering  this  demand  of 
Messrs.  Cotin  &  Jauge  as  an  imposition,  I  deter 
mined  not  to  submit  to  it,  and  wrote  my  reasons. 

Relieved  an  American  captain  with  five  guineas  to 
help  him  to  L'Orient. 

Saturday,  Jan.  2oth. — Gave  a  pass  to  a  Bristol 
merchant  to  go  to  Spain.  He  was  recommended  to 
me  as  having  been  a  great  friend  to  American  pris 
oners.  His  name  [nothing  has  been  written  here 
apparently]. 

Sunday,  Jan.  2ist. — Mr.  Jauge  comes  to  talk  with 
me  about  the  ship,  and  intimated  that  if  I  refused  to 
advance  the  $150,000  I  should  not  only  be  deprived 
of  the  ship,  but  lose  the  freight  I  had  advanced.  I 
absolutely  refused  to  comply. 

Monday,  Jan.  22d. — M.  Grand  informs  me  that 
Mr.  Williams  has  drawn  on  me  for  25,000  livres,  to 
enable  him  to  pay  returned  acceptances  of  M.  de 
Chaumont.  I  ordered  payment  of  his  drafts.  Re 
ceived  a  letter  from  Mr.  Williams  and  wrote  an  an 
swer,  which  letters  explained  this  affair.  Letter 
from  M.  de  Chaumont  informing  me  he  had  received 
remittances  from  America.  I  congratulated  him. 

Thursday,  Jan.  23d. — Went  to  court  and  performed 
all  the  round  of  levees,  though  with  much  pain  and 
difficulty,  through  the  tenderness  and  feebleness  of 
my  feet  and  knees.  M.  Vergennes  is  ill  and  un 
able  to  hold  long  conferences.  I  dined  there  and  had 
some  conversation  with  M.  Renneval,  who  told  me 
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I  had  misunderstood  the  proposition  of  advancing 
the  150,000  livres,  or  it  had  not  been  rightly  repre 
sented  to  me ;  that  it  was  not  expected  of  me  to  ad 
vance  more  for  M.  de  Chaumont ;  that  the  advance 
was  to  have  been  made  by  M.  de  Vergennes,  etc.  I 
see  clearly,  however,  that  the  paper  offered  me  to 
sign  by  Messrs.  Cotin  &  Co.  would  have  engaged  me 
to  be  accountable  for  it.  Had  some  conference  with 
the  Nuncio,  who  seemed  inclined  to  encourage 
American  vessels  to  come  to  the  ecclesiastical  state, 
acquainting  me  they  had  two  good  ports  to  receive 
us,  Civitta  Vecchia  and  Ancona,  where  there  was 
a  good  deal  of  business  done,  and  we  should  find 
good  vente  for  our  fish,  etc.  Hear  I  [no  words 
legible]. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  24th. — A  great  number  of  bills. 
Visit  at  M.  de  Chaumont's  in  the  evening  ;  found  him 
cold  and  dry.  Receive  a  note  from  Mr.  Searle,  ac 
quainting  me  with  his  [mutilated]  sal  [qr.  dismissal, 
or  arrival^  from  Holland  on  Saturday  last. 

Thursday,  Jan.  25th. — Hear  that  M.  de  Chaumont 
pays  again,  being  enabled  by  his  remittances  [muti 
lated]  bills.  Holland  begins  to  move,  and  gives  great 
encouragement  [mutilated]  turing.  M.  de  L'  [muti 
lated]  comes  to  see  me,  and  demands  breakfast ;  chear 
[cheerful  ?]  and  frank.  Authorize  Mr.  Grand  to  pay 
the  balance  of  Messrs.  Jay's  and  Carmichael's  salaries, 
and  Mr.  Digges'  bill. 

Friday,  Jan.  26th. — Went  to  Paris  to  visit  Princess 
Daschkaw  ;  not  at  home.  Visit  Prince  and  Princess 
Masserano.  He  informs  me  that  he  despatches  a 
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messenger  [a  word  or  two  obliterated]  on  Tuesday. 
Visit  Duke  de  Rochefoucauld  and  Madame  la  Duch- 
esse  d'Enville.  Visit  Messrs.  Dana  and  Searle ; 
not  at  home.  Leave  invitations  to  dine  with  me  on 
Sunday.  Visit  Comte  d'Estaing  ;  not  at  home.  Mr. 
Turgot ;  not  at  home.  Accept  bills. 

Saturday,  Jan.  27th. — Write  to  Madrid  and  answer 
all  Mr.  Jay's  and  Mr.  Carmichael's  letters  received 
during  my  illness. 

Sunday,  Jan.  28th. — Mr.  Dana  comes  ;  Mr.  Searle 
excuses  himself.  Invite  him  for  Tuesday. 

Monday,  Jan.  2Qth. — Hear  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Duke  of  Leinster,  with  Mr.  Ross,  at  Philadelphia, 
which  gives  me  great  pleasure,  as  she  had  much  cloth, 
etc.,  for  the  Congress.  Despatched  my  letters  for 
Madrid. 


DCCCCXLI. 

FROM  SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

PHILADELPHIA,  i  January,  1781. 

SIR: — You  will  receive  herewith  enclosed  a  letter  ad 
dressed  to  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  also  a  copy  of  the  same 
for  your  information,  together  with  instructions  of  the  29th 
of  November  and  2/th  of  December  for  your  government 
on  the  important  subject  contained  in  the  letter  to  the  King 
of  France  ;  likewise  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to 
Colonel  Laurens  on  the  same  subject,  and  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  of  Congress  respecting  the  declaration  of  the  Em 
press  of  Russia.1 

1  See  the  above  papers  in  "  Diplo-       176,  185  ;  vol.  IX.,  p.  199. — Journals 
malic  Correspondence,"  vol.  III.,  pp.       of  Congress,  October  5,  1780. 
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By  these  despatches  you  will  be  informed  that  Colonel 
Laurens  is  coming  to  France,  charged  with  a  special  com 
mission,  with  your  advice  and  influence,  to  solicit  the  aids 
in  money  and  other  articles  referred  to  in  his  instructions.  It 
is  probable  he  will  sail  from  America  in  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  days  from  this  time.  You  will  observe,  nevertheless, 
that  it  is  the  pleasure  and  expectation  of  Congress,  that  you 
should  not  delay  any  measures  for  obtaining  the  aids  re 
quested,  nor  wait  for  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Laurens. 

An  estimate  of  the  aids  requested,  except  the  twenty-five 
millions  of  livres,  you  have  already  received  the  last  year ; 
and  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  in  forwarding  such  aids  as  may 
be  obtained. 

Your  wisdom,  prudence,  and  zeal  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
United  States  render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  any  per 
suasives  on  this  important  subject.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
etc.,  SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON, 

President  of  Congress. 


[Letter  from  Congress  to  the  King  of  France  referred  to  in  the  preceding^} 

The  United  States  of  A  merica  in  Congress  assembled,  to  the 
Great,  Faithful,  and  Beloved  Friend  and  Ally,  Louis 
the  Sixteenth,  King  of  France  and  Navarre. 

GREAT,  FAITHFUL,  AND  BELOVED  FRIEND  AND  ALLY  :— 
Persuaded  of  your  Majesty's  friendship  and  of  your  earnest 
desire  to  prosecute  the  war  with  glory  and  advantage  to  the 
alliance,  we  ought  not  to  conceal  from  your  Majesty  the 
embarrassments  which  have  attended  our  national  affairs, 
and  rendered  the  campaign  unsuccessful. 

A  naval  superiority  in  the  American  war  having  enabled 
the  enemy,  in  the  midst  of  last  winter,  to  divide  their  army 
and  extend  the  war  in  the  Southern  States,  Charleston  was 
subdued  before  a  sufficient  force  could  be  assembled  for  its 
relief. 

With  unabated  ardor,  and  at  a  vast  expense,  we  prepared 
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for  the  succeeding  campaign — a  campaign  from  which,  in  a 
dependence  upon  the  co-operation  of  the  squadron  and 
troops  generously  destined  by  your  Majesty  for  our  assist 
ance,  we  had  formed  the  highest  expectations.  Again  the 
enemy  frustrated  our  measures.  Your  Majesty's  succors  were 
confined  within  the  harbor  of  Newport,  while  the  main 
body  of  the  British  army  took  refuge  in  their  fortresses  and 
under  the  protection  of  their  marine.  Declining  to  hazard 
a  battle  in  the  open  field,  and  regardless  of  their  rank  among 
the  civilized  nations,  they  descended  to  wage  a  predatory 
war.  Britons  and  savages  united  in  sudden  irruptions  on 
our  northern  and  western  frontiers,  and  marked  their  prog 
ress  with  blood  and  desolation. 

The  acquisition  of  Charleston,  with  the  advantages  gained 
in  Georgia,  and  the  defeat  of  a  small  army  composed  chiefly 
of  militia  which  had  been  hastily  collected  to  check  their 
operations,  encouraged  the  British  commander  in  that 
quarter  to  penetrate  through  South  Carolina  into  the  interior 
parts  of  North  Carolina ;  and  the  ordinary  calamities  of  war 
were  embittered  by  implacable  vengeance.  They  did  not, 
however,  long  enjoy  their  triumph.  Instead  of  being  de 
pressed,  impending  danger  served  only  to  rouse  our  citizens 
to  correspondent  exertions,  and  by  a  series  of  gallant  and 
successful  enterprises  they  compelled  the  enemy  to  retreat 
with  precipitation  and  disgrace. 

They  seem,  however,  resolved  by  all  possible  efforts  not 
only  to  retain  their  posts  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina, 
but  to  renew  their  attempts  on  North  Carolina.  To  divert 
the  reinforcements  destined  for  those  States,  they  are  now 
executing  an  enterprise  against  the  sea-coast  of  Virginia, 
and  from  their  preparations  at  New  York  and  intelligence 
from  Europe  it  is  manifest  that  the  four  Southern  States 
will  now  become  a  principal  object  of  their  hostilities. 

It  is  the  voice  of  the  people  and  the  resolution  of  Congress 
to  prosecute  the  war  with  redoubled  vigor,  and  to  draw  into 
the  field  a  permanent  and  well  appointed  army  of  35,000 
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regular  troops.  By  this  decisive  effort  we  trust  that  we  shall 
be  able,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  so  effectually  to  co-operate 
with  your  Majesty's  marine  and  land  forces  as  to  expel  the 
common  enemy  from  our  country  and  render  the  great  object 
of  the  alliance  perpetual.  But  to  accomplish  an  enterprise  of 
such  magnitude  and  so  interesting  to  both  nations,  whatever 
may  be  our  spirit  and  our  exertions,  we  know  that  our  in 
ternal  resources  must  prove  incompetent.  The  sincerity  of 
this  declaration  will  be  manifest  from  a  short  review  of  our 
circumstances. 

Unpractised  in  military  arts  and  unprepared  with  the  means 
of  defence,  we  were  suddenly  invaded  by  a  formidable  and 
vindictive  nation.  We  supported  the  unequal  conflict  for 
years  with  very  little  foreign  aid  but  what  was  derived  from 
your  Majesty's  generous  friendship.  Exertions  uncommon 
even  among  the  most  wealthy  and  best  established  govern 
ments  necessarily  exhausted  our  finances,  plunged  us  into 
debt  and  anticipated  our  taxes,  while  the  depredations  of 
an  active  enemy  by  sea  and  land  made  a  deep  impression  on 
our  commerce  and  our  productions.  Thus  encompassed  with 
difficulties  in  our  representation  to  your  Majesty  of  the  I4th 
of  June,  1779,  we  disclosed  our  wants  and  requested  your 
Majesty  to  furnish  us  with  clothing,  arms,  and  ammunition 
for  the  last  campaign,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States.  We 
entertain  a  lively  sense  of  your  Majesty's  friendly  disposi 
tion  in  enabling  our  minister  to  procure  a  part  of  these  sup 
plies,  of  which  through  unfortunate  events  a  very  small  pro 
portion  hath  arrived.  The  sufferings  of  our  army  from  this 
disappointment  have  been  so  severe  that  we  must  rely  on 
your  Majesty's  attention  to  our  welfare  for  effectual  assist 
ance. 

The  articles  of  the  estimate  transmitted  to  our  minister 
are  essential  to  our  army,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that 
through  your  Majesty's  interposition,  they  will  be  supplied. 

At  a  time  when  we  feel  ourselves  strongly  impressed  by 
the  weight  of  past  obligations,  it  is  with  the  utmost  reluct- 
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ance  that  we  yield  to  the  emergency  of  our  affairs  in 
requesting  additional  favors.  An  unreserved  confidence  in 
your  Majesty  and  a  well  grounded  assurance  that  we  ask  no 
more  than  is  necessary  to  enable  us  effectually  to  co-operate 
with  your  Majesty  in  terminating  the  war  with  glory  and 
success,  must  be  our  justification. 

It  is  well  known  that  when  the  King  of  Great  Britain  found 
himself  unable  to  subdue  the  populous  States  of  North 
America  by  force,  or  to  seduce  them  by  art  to  relinquish  the 
alliance  with  your  Majesty,  he  resolved  to  protract  the  war 
in  expectation  that  the  loss  of  our  commerce  and  the  de 
rangement  of  our  finances  must  eventually  compel  us  to 
submit  to  his  domination.  Apprised  of  the  necessity  of  foreign 
aids  of  money  to  support  us  in  a  contest  with  a  nation  so 
rich  and  powerful,  we  have  long  since  authorized  our  Minis 
ters  to  borrow  a  sufficient  sum  in  your  Majesty's  dominion 
and  in  Spain  and  Holland  on  the  credit  of  these  United 
States.  We  now  view  the  prospect  of  a  disappointment 
with  the  deeper  concern,  as  the  late  misfortunes  in  the  south 
ern  States  and  the  ravages  of  the  northern  and  western 
frontiers  have,  in  a  very  considerable  degree,  impaired  our 
internal  resources.  From  a  full  investigation  of  our  circum 
stances,  it  is  manifest  that,  in  aid  of  our  utmost  exertions,  a 
foreign  loan  of  specie,  at  least  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five 
millions  of  livres,  will  be  indispensably  necessary  for  a 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war. 

On  an  occasion,  which  the  independence  of  these  United 
States  and  your  Majesty's  glory  are  so  intimately  connected, 
we  are  constrained  to  request  your  Majesty  effectually  to 
support  the  applications  of  our  ministers  for  that  loan.  So 
essential  is  it  to  the  common  cause,  that  we  shall  without  it 
be  pressed  with  wants  and  distresses  which  may  render  all 
our  efforts  languid,  precarious,  and  undecisive.  Whether  it 
shall  please  your  Majesty  to  stipulate  for  this  necessary  aid 
as  our  security,  or  to  advance  it  from  your  royal  coffers,  we 
do  hereby  solemnly  pledge  the  faith  of  these  United  States 
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to  indemnify  or  reimburse  your  Majesty,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  case,  both  for  principal  and  interest,  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  with  our  minister  at  your 
Majesty's  court. 

We  beseech  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events  to  keep  your 
Majesty  in  his  holy  protection,  and  long  to  continue  to 
France  the  blessings  arising  from  the  administration  of  a 
Prince  who  nobly  asserts  the  rights  of  mankind. 

Done  at   Philadelphia,  the  twenty-second  day  of  Novem 
ber,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty,  and  in  the  fifth  year  of  our  independence,  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 
Your  faithful  friends  and  allies. 

SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
Attest : 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Secretary. 


DCCCCXLII. 

FROM   M.  DE   MARBOIS,  SECRETARY  TO   THE   FRENCH   LEGA 
TION   IN  THE   UNITED    STATES. 

PHILADELPHIA,  4  January,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  have  desired  Colonel  Laurens  to  recall  me  par 
ticularly  to  your  recollection,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  will 
faithfully  do  so.  Still  I  cannot  help  wishing,  for  my  own 
satisfaction,  to  say  a  few  words  to  you  of  persons  here,  whom 
I  know  to  be  very  dear  to  you.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bache  and 
their  children  are  in  excellent  health.  Mrs.  Bache  does  not 
yet  give  up  the  hope  of  going  to  see  you  in  France,  and  I 
urge  her  much  to  make  the  voyage. 

If  there  are  in  Europe  any  women  who  need  a  model  of 
attachment  to  domestic  duties  and  love  for  their  country, 
Mrs.  Bache  may  be  pointed  out  to  them  as  such.  She  passed 
a  part  of  the  last  year  in  exertions  to  rouse  the  zeal  of  the 
Pennsylvania  ladies  ;  and  she  made  on  this  occasion  such  a 
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happy  use  of  the  eloquence  which  you  know  she  possesses, 
that  a  large  part  of  the  American  army  was  provided  with 
shirts,  bought  with  their  money  or  made  by  their  hands.  In 
her  applications  for  this  purpose,  she  showed  the  most  inde 
fatigable  zeal,  and  the  most  unwearied  perseverance,  and  a 
courage  in  asking,  which  surpassed  even  the  obstinate  reluct 
ance  of  the  Quakers  in  refusing.  Rivington  tried  to  turn 
her  zeal  into  ridicule.  Her  patriotism,  he  called  superstition 
and  foolish  fanaticism  ;  he  pretended  that  her  officiousness 
went  beyond  all  bounds.  In  a  word,  she  could  not  have 
been  praised  more  skilfully.1 

This  honest  Rivington  made  a  fairer  hit,  in  publishing 
lately  a  number  of  intercepted  letters.  You  will  see  them 
in  the  English  papers  ;  therefore  I  will  not  anticipate  the 
reflections  they  will  lead  you  to  make.  Congress  was  wise 
enough  to  take  no  notice  of  them.  The  English  may  find 
there  new  proofs  of  the  wants  of  the  allies,  but  they  can 
see  neither  discouragement,  nor  despondency,  nor  disaffec 
tion,  nor  the  least  trace  of  coldness  between  these  allies,  nor 
the  shadow  of  a  desire  to  draw  nearer  to  themselves ;  and 
that  is  certainly  what  they  would  most  desire  to  find.  I  am, 
with  great  respect,  sir,  etc.,  DE  MARBOIS. 

P.  S. — The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  begs  to  present  you 
his  respectful  compliments.  Have  the  goodness  also  to  re 
member  us  to  your  grandson. 


DCCCCXLIII. 

TO    BENJAMIN    WATERHOUSE.2 

PASSY,  1 8  January,  1781. 

SIR: — I  received  your  obliging  letter  of  the  i6th 
past,  enclosing  one  from  my  dear  friend,  Dr.  Fother- 
gill.  I  was  happy  to  hear  from  him  that  he  was  quite 

:See     two    letters     from   General      ton's  Writings,"  vol.  VII.,   pp.   376, 
Washington  to    Mrs.  Bache  and  other      408. 

ladies  on  this  subject,  in  "Washing-          2  At  this  time  a  student  of  medicine 

at  Leyden. 
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free  of  the  disorder  that  had  like  to  have  removed 
him  last  summer.  But  I  had  soon  after  a  letter  from 
another  friend,  acquainting  me  that  he  was  again 
dangerously  ill  of  the  same  malady ;  and  the  news 
papers  have  since  announced  his  death.  I  condole 
with  you  most  sincerely  on  this  occasion.  I  think  a 
worthier  man  never  lived.  For,  besides  his  constant 
readiness  to  serve  his  friends,  he  was  always  studying 
and  projecting  something  for  the  good  of  his  country 
and  of  mankind  in  general,  and  putting  others,  who 
had  it  in  their  power,  on  executing  what  was  out  of 
his  own  reach  ;  but  whatever  was  within  it  he  took 
care  to  do  himself ;  and  his  incredible  industry  and 
unwearied  activity  enabled  him  to  do  much  more  than 
can  now  be  ever  known,  his  modesty  being  equal  to 
his  other  virtues. 

I  shall  take  care  to  forward  his  letter  to  Mr.  Pem- 
berton.  Enclosed  is  one  I  have  just  received  under 
cover  from  that  gentleman.  You  will  take  care  to 
convey  it  by  some  safe  opportunity  to  London. 

With  hearty  wishes  for  your  prosperity  and  success 
in  your  profession,  and  that  you  may  be  a  good  copy 
of  your  deceased  relation,  I  am  your  friend  and  hum 
ble  servant, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCXLIV. 

TO    CHARLES   W.   F.   DUMAS. 

PASSY,   1 8  January,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — Since  my  last  I  have  been  favored  by 
yours  of  December  ist,  /th,  i4th,  2ist,  25th,  and 
January  ist,  by  which  you  have  kept  me  constantly 
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well  informed  of  the  state  of  affairs.  Accept  my 
thanks.  You  may  depend  on  my  mentioning  your 
diligence  and  services  to  Congress  in  the  manner  they 
merit. 

Though  I  have  been  some  weeks  free  from  the 
gout,  my  feet  are  still  tender,  and  my  knees  feeble  ; 
so  that  going  up  and  down  stairs  is  exceedingly  diffi 
cult  and  inconvenient  to  me.  This  has  prevented  my 
going  much  out,  so  that  I  had  not  the  honor  I  wished 
of  waiting  on  the  ambassador  when  he  was  here,  and 
paying  the  respects  I  owe  him  ;  and  he  returned 
suddenly. 

I  much  approve  of  the  step  you  took  the  i6th  of 
December,  before  Messrs.  Adams  and  Searle.  I  re 
ceived  a  copy.  I  wondered  to  find  that  you  had  not 
in  Holland,  on  the  28th,  received  the  declaration  of 
war,  but  have  since  learnt  how  it  happened.  Surely 
there  never  was  a  more  unjust  war  ;  it  is  manifestly 
such  from  their  own  manifesto.  The  spirit  of  rapine 
dictated  it ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  every  man  in  England 
who  fits  out  a  privateer  to  take  advantage  of  it,  has 
the  same  spirit,  and  would  rob  on  the  highway  in  his 
own  country,  if  he  was  not  restrained  by  fear  of  the 
gallows.1  They  have  qualified  poor  Captain  Jones 
with  the  title  of  pirate,  who  was  only  at  war  with 

1  England  had  declared  war  against  closed  also  the  existence  of  a  secret 
Holland  on  the  2Oth  of  December  treaty  of  friendship  and  commerce  ex- 
preceding.  The  immediate  cause  was  ecuted  by  the  representive  of  Congress 
the  capture  of  an  American  packet  and  the  States-General  two  years  be- 
ship  by  a  British  cruiser,  and  Mr.  Lau-  fore.  The  English  ambassador  at  the 
rens,  late  President  of  Congress,  on  a  Hague  was  instructed  to  demand  a 
mission  to  conclude  a  treaty  between  disavowal  of  that  treaty.  No  answer 
Congress  and  the  States-General.  The  being  returned,  the  declaration  of  war 
papers  taken  from  Mr.  Laurens  con-  followed. — EDITOR. 
tained  not  only  his  credentials,  but  dis- 
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England  ;  but,  if  it  be  a  good  definition  of  a  pirate, 
that  he  is  hostis  humani  generis,  they  are  much  more 
pirates  than  he,  having  already  made  great  progress 
towards  being  at  war  with  all  the  world.  If  God  gov 
erns,  as  I  firmly  believe,  it  is  impossible  such  wicked 
ness  should  long  prosper. 

You  will  receive  this  by  Mr.  Deane,  who  has  a  great 
regard  for  you,  and  whom  I  recommend  to  your  civili 
ties,  though  the  gentlemen  at  present  with  you  may 
be  prejudiced  against  him  ;  prejudices  that  time  will 
cause  to  vanish,  by  showing  that  they  were  groundless. 
I  enclose  a  package  for  Leyden,  which  I  shall  be  glad 
to  hear  is  delivered  safe,  and  therefore  desire  your 
care  of  it.  I  am,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

P.  S. — January  2otk. — Since  writing  the  above  I 
have  received  yours  of  the  1 2th  instant.  I  am  glad 
to  hear  that  the  affairs  of  the  republic  have  taken  so 
good  a  turn  in  Russia.  With  this  you  will  receive 
three  letters  for  Mr.  Laurens,  which  I  request  you 
would  forward  to  Mr.  Adams.  Be  of  good  courage, 
and  keep  up  your  spirits.  Your  last  letter  has  a  mel 
ancholy  turn.  Do  you  take  sufficient  bodily  exer- 
ercise  ?  Walking  is  an  excellent  thing  for  those  whose 
employment  is  chiefly  sedentary. 


DCCCCXLV. 

TO    MISS    GEORGIANA    SHIPLEY. 

.  .  .  Must  now  be  next  its  end,  as  I  have  com 
pleted  my  75th  year  I  could  wish  to  see  my  dear 
friends  of  your  family  once  more  before  I  withdraw, 
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but  I  see  no  prospect  of  enjoying  that  felicity.  Let  me 
at  least  have  that  of  hearing  from  you  a  little  oftener. 

I  do  not  understand  the  coldness  you  mention  of 
the  nights  in  the  desert.  I  never  before  heard  of 
such  an  observation.  If  you  have  learnt  what  was  the 
design  of  cold  and  how  it  was  observed,  and  what 
difference  between  the  night  and  the  day,  you  will 
oblige  me  by  communicating  it.  I  like  to  see  that 
you  retain  a  taste  for  philosophical  enquiries. 

I  received  your  very  kind  letter  by  Madame 

\illegible  in  Ms.~],  with  whom  and  the  princess,  her 
mother,  I  am  much  pleased,  though  I  have  not  seen 
them  so  often  as  I  wished,  living  as  I  do  out  of  Paris. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  all  passed  the  summer 
so  agreeably  in  Wales,  and  I  felicitate  you  as  the  first 
joy,  on  the  increase  of  your  brother's  family. 

Accept  my  thanks  for  your  friendly  verses  and  good 
wishes.  How  many  talents  you  possess  !  Painting, 
poetry,  languages,  etc.,  etc.  All  valuable,  but  your 
good  heart  is  worth  the  whole. 

Your  mention  of  the  summer  house  brings  fresh  to 
my  mind  all  the  pleasures  I  enjoyed  in  the  sweet  re 
treat  at  Twyford  :  the  hours  of  agreeable  and  in 
structive  conversation  with  the  amiable  family  at 
table  ;  with  its  father  alone  ;  the  delightful  walks  in 
the  gardens  and  neighboring  grounds, — pleasures  past 
and  gone  forever  !  Since  I  have  had  your  father's 
picture  I  am  grown  more  covetous  of  the  rest ; 
every  time  I  look  at  your  second  drawing  I  have  re 
gretted  that  you  have  not  given  to  your  Juno  the 
face  of  Anna  Maria,  to  Venus  that  of  Emily  or 


i94  THE  WORKS  OF  [1781 

Betsy,  and  to  Cupid  that  of  Emily's  child,  as  it  would 
have  cost  you  but  little  more  trouble.  I  must,  how 
ever,  beg  that  you  will  make  me  up  a  complete  set 
of  your  profiles,  which  are  more  easily  done.  You 
formerly  obliged  me  with  that  of  the  father,  an 
excellent  one.  Let  me  also  have  that  of  the  good 
mother,  and  of  all  the  children.  It  will  help  me  to 
fancy  myself  among  you,  and  to  enjoy  more  perfectly 
in  idea,  the  pleasure  of  your  society.  My  little  fellow- 
traveller,  the  sprightly  Hetty,  with  whose  sensible 
prattle  I  was  so  much  entertained,  why  does  she  not 
write  to  me  ?  If  Paris  affords  any  thing  that  any  of 
you  wish  to  have,  mention  it.  You  will  oblige  me.  It 
affords  every  thing  but  peace  !  Ah  !  when  shall  we 
again  enjoy  that  blessing? 

Next  to  seeing  our  friends  is  the  pleasure  of  hear 
ing  from  them,  and  learning  how  they  live.  Your 
accounts  of  your  journeys  and  how  you  pass  your 
summers  please  me  much.  I  flatter  myself  you  will 
like  to  know  something  of  the  same  kind  relating  to 
me.  I  inhabit  a  clean,  well-built  village  situate  on  a 
hill,  in  a  fine  air,  with  a  beautiful  prospect,  about  two 
miles  \_Incomplete^\ 


DCCCCXLVI. 

TO    DAVID    BARCLAY. 

PASSY,  12  February,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  condole  with  you  most  sincerely  on 
the  loss  of  our  dear  friend,  Dr.  Fothergill.  I  hope 
that  some  one  that  knew  him  well  will  do  justice  to 


1781]  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN.  195 

his  memory,  by  an  account  of  his  life  and  character. 
He  was  a  great  doer  of  good.  How  much  might 
liave  been  done,  and  how  much  mischief  prevented,  if 
his,  your,  and  my  joint  endeavors  in  a  certain  melan 
choly  affair,  had  been  attended  to.1  With  great  re 
spect  and  esteem,  I  am,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCXLVII. 

TO    SIR    EDWARD    NEWENHAM. 

PASSY,  12  February,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  of  writing  to  me  the  I2th  ultimo.  Enclosed 
with  this  I  send  you  the  passport  desired,  which  I 
hope  will  be  respected  and  effectual.  With  great 
esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

PASSPORT. 

To  all  Captains  and  Commanders  of  Vessels  of   War 
belonging  to  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  Amer 
ica,  or  either  of  them,  or  to  any  of  the  Citizens  of 
the  said  States,  or  to  any  of  the  Allies  thereof. 
GENTLEMEN  : — It  being   authentically  represented 

1  The  allusion  here  is  to  the  negoti-  very   valuable   ones   in    America,    if 

ation  which   was  attempted  between  they  are  not  lost  in  the  late  confu- 

Dr.     Franklin,    Dr.    Fothergill,    Mr.  sions.     Just  before  I  left    England, 

Barclay,    and    Lord    Howe,    a   short  he,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Barclay 

time    before  Dr.  Franklin  left  Eng-  and  myself,  labored  hard  to   prevent 

land.     In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Lettsom,  re-  the  coming  war ;  but  our  endeavors 

specting  Dr.  Fothergill,  dated  March  were  fruitless.    This  transaction  is  al- 

I7»  I?83.  he  wrote  as  follows  :  "Our  luded  to  in   the    first   page.     If  we 

late  excellent  friend  was  always  pro-  may  estimate  the  goodness  of  a  man 

posing    something  for    the    good  of  by  his  disposition  to  do  good,  and  his 

mankind.     You  will  find  instances  of  constant  endeavors  and  success  in  do- 

this  kind  in  one  of  his  letters,  which  ing  it,  I  can  hardly  conceive  that   a 

I  enclose,  the  only  one  I  can  at  pres-  better  man  has  ever  existed." — Lett- 

ent  lay  my  hand  on.     I  have  some  som's  "Life of  Dr.  Fothergill, "p.  177. 


196  THE  WORKS  OF  [1781 

to  me,  that  the  worthy  citizens  of  Dublin,  touched 
with  the  general  calamities  with  which  Divine  Provi 
dence  has  thought  fit  lately  to  visit  the  West  India 
Islands,  have  charitably  resolved  to  contribute  to  their 
relief,  by  sending  them  some  provisions  and  clothing  ; 
and,  as  the  principles  of  common  humanity  require  of 
us  to  assist  our  fellow-creatures,  though  enemies, 
when  distressed  by  the  hand  of  God,  and  by  no  means 
to  impede  the  benevolence  of  those  who  commiserate 
their  distresses  and  would  alleviate  them,  I  do  here 
by  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you,  that  if  the  ship  or 
vessel,  in  which  the  said  charitable  supplies  will  be 
sent  to  the  said  islands  should  by  the  fortune  of  war 
fall  into  any  of  your  hands,  and  it  shall  appear  to  you, 
by  her  authentic  papers,  that  the  cargo  is  bond  fide 
composed  of  such  beneficent  donations  only,  and  not 
of  merchandise  intended  to  be  sold  for  the  profit  of 
the  shippers,  you  would  kindly  and  generously  permit 
the  said  vessel  to  pass  to  the  place  of  her  destination  ; 
in  doing  of  which  you  will  not  only  have  the  present 
and  lasting  satisfaction  of  having  gratified  your  own 
humane  and  pious  feelings  as  men  and  as  Christians, 
but  will  undoubtedly  recommend  yourselves  to  the 
favor  of  God,  of  the  Congress,  of  your  employers,  and 
of  your  country. 

Wishing  you  success  in  your  cruises,  I   have  the 
honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN, 

Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States 
at  the  Court  of  France. 
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DCCCCXLVIII. 

TO    COUNT    DE  VERGENNES. 

PASSY,  13  February,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  have  just  received  from  Congress  their 
letter  for  the  king,  which  I  have  the  honor  of  putting 
herewith  into  the  hands  of  your  Excellency.  I  am 
charged,  at  the  same  time,  to  "  represent,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  the  unalterable  resolution  of  the 
United  States  to  maintain  their  liberties  and  indepen 
dence  ;  and  inviolably  to  adhere  to  the  alliance  at 
every  hazard  and  in  every  event ;  and  that  the  mis 
fortunes  of  the  last  campaign,  instead  of  repressing, 
have  redoubled  their  ardor ;  that  Congress  are  re 
solved  to  employ  every  resource  in  their  power  to 
expel  the  enemy  from  every  part  of  the  United  States, 
by  the  most  vigorous  and  decisive  cooperation  with 
marine  and  other  forces  of  their  illustrious  ally  ;  that 
they  have  accordingly  called  on  the  several  States 
for  a  powerful  army  and  ample  supplies  of  provisions  ; 
and  that  the  States  are  disposed  effectually  to  comply 
with  their  requisitions.  That  if,  in  aid  of  their  own 
exertions,  the  court  of  France  can  be  prevailed  on  to 
assume  a  naval  superiority  in  the  American  seas,  to 
furnish  the  arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing  specified 
in  the  estimate  heretofore  transmitted,  and  to  assist 
with  the  loan  mentioned  in  the  letter,  they  flatter 
themselves  that,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  the  war 
must  speedily  be  terminated  with  glory  and  advan 
tage  to  both  nations." 

By  several  letters  to  me  from  intelligent  person  its 
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appears  that  the  great  and  expensive  exertions  of  the 
last  year,  by  which  a  force  was  assembled  capable  of 
facing  the  enemy,  and  which  accordingly  drew  towards 
New  York,  and  lay  long  near  that  city,  was  rendered 
ineffectual  by  the  superiority  of  the  enemy  at  sea  ;  and 
that  their  successes  in  Carolina  had  been  chiefly  owing 
to  that  superiority,  and  to  the  want  of  the  necessary 
means  for  furnishing,  marching,  and  paying  the  ex 
pense  of  troops  sufficient  to  defend  that  province. 
The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  writes  to  me  that  it  is  im 
possible  to  conceive,  without  seeing  it,  the  distress 
which  the  troops  have  suffered  for  want  of  clothing ; 
and  the  following  is  a  paragraph  of  a  letter  from  Gen 
eral  Washington,  which  I  ought  not  to  keep  back 
from  your  Excellency,  viz.:  "  I  doubt  not  that  you  are 
so  fully  informed  by  Congress  of  our  political  and 
military  state,  that  it  would  be  superfluous  to  trouble 
you  with  any  thing  relative  to  either.  If  I  were  to 
speak  on  topics  of  the  kind,  it  would  be  to  show  that 
our  present  situation  makes  one  of  two  things  essen 
tial  to  us — a  peace,  or  the  most  vigorous  aid  of  our 
allies,  particularly  in  the  article  of  money.  Of  their 
disposition  to  serve  us,  we  cannot  doubt ;  their  gen 
erosity  will  do  every  thing  which  their  means  will 
permit."  They  had  in  America  great  expectations,  I 
know  not  on  what  foundation,  that  a  considerable 
supply  of  money  would  be  obtained  from  Spain  ;  but 
that  expectation  has  failed,  and  the  force  of  that 
nation  in  those  seas  has  been  employed  to  reduce 
small  forts  in  Florida,  without  rendering  any  direct 
assistance  to  the  United  States  ;  and  indeed  the  long 
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delay  of  that  court,  in  acceding  to  the  treaty  of  com 
merce,  begins  to  have  the  appearance  of  its  not  in 
clining  to  have  any  connection  with  us  ;  so  that,  for 
effectual  friendship,  and  for  the  aid  so  necessary  in 
the  present  conjuncture,  we  can  rely  on  France  alone, 
and  in  the  continuance  of  the  king's  goodness  tow 
ards  us. 

I  am  grown  old.  I  feel  myself  much  enfeebled  by 
my  late  long  illness,  and  it  is  probable  I  shall  not 
long  have  any  more  concern  in  these  affairs.  I  there 
fore  take  this  occasion  to  express  my  opinion  to  your 
Excellency,  that  the  present  conjuncture  is  critical  ; 
that  there  is  some  danger  lest  the  Congress  should 
lose  its  influence  over  the  people,  if  it  is  found  unable 
to  procure  the  aids  that  are  wanted  ;  and  that  the 
whole  system  of  the  new  government  in  America  may 
thereby  be  shaken ;  that,  if  the  English  are  suffered 
once  to  recover  that  country,  such  an  opportunity  of 
effectual  separation  as  the  present  may  not  occur 
again  in  the  course  of  ages ;  and  that  the  possession 
of  those  fertile  and  extensive  regions,  and  that  vast 
sea-coast,  will  afford  them  so  broad  a  basis  for  future 
greatness,  by  the  rapid  growth  of  their  commerce, 
and  breed  of  seamen  and  soldiers,  as  will  enable  them 
to  become  the  terror  of  Europe?  and  to  exercise  with 

1  At  a  dinner  given  in  Paris  by  the  of  one,  for,  he  added,  "  by  the  close  of 

late  Sir   Henry   Bulwer   a   few   days  the  century  you  will  number  near  a 

after  the  news  reached  Europe  of  the  hundred   million,  and   you  will  be  a 

surrender  of  Lee  in  1865,  Sir  Henry's  terror   to    Europe"    using   singularly 

brother,  the  late    Lord  Lytton,  con-  enough  the  very  expression  employed 

fessed  to  considerable  disappointment  here   by   Franklin  in  forecasting  the 

that  the  war  had  terminated  without  danger  to  the  Old  World  of  allowing 

a  dismemberment  of  the  Union.     He  the  colonies  to  remain  dependencies  of 

had   hoped,   he   said,    that   it   would  England. — EDITOR. 
have  left  two  or  three  nations  instead 
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impunity  that  insolence  which  is  so  natural  to  their 
nation,  and  which  will  increase  enormously  with  the 
increase  of  their  power.  I  am,  with  great  respect, 
your  Excellency's,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCXLIX. 

TO    COUNT   DE    VERGENNES. 

PASSY,  6  March,  1781. 

SIR  : — By  perusing  the  enclosed  instructions  to 
Colonel  Laurens  and  myself,  your  Excellency  will  see 
the  necessity  I  am  under  of  being  importunate  for  an 
answer  to  the  application  lately  made  for  aids  of  stores 
and  money.1  As  vessels  are  about  to  depart  for 
America,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
Congress  should  receive  advice,  by  some  of  them,  of 
what  may  or  may  not  be  expected.  I  therefore  earn 
estly  entreat  your  Excellency  to  communicate  to  me, 
as  soon  as  possible,  the  necessary  information.  With 

sincere  esteem,  I  am,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCL. 

TO    FELIX    NOGARET. 

PASSY,  8  March,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  received  the  letter  you  have  done  me  the 
honor  of  writing  to  me  the  2d  instant,  wherein,  after 
overwhelming  me  with  a  flood  of  compliments,  which 
I  can  never  hope  to  merit,  you  request  my  opinion  of 

1  For   a   history   of    Colonel   John       lomatic  Correspondence,"  vol.,    IX., 
Laurens' mission  to  France,  see  "  Dip-       pp.  195-249. 
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your  translation  of  a  Latin  verse  that  has  been  ap 
plied  to  me.1  If  I  were,  which  I  really  am  not,  suffi 
ciently  skilled  in  your  excellent  language  to  be  a 
proper  judge  of  its  poesy,  the  supposition  of  my  be 
ing  the  subject  must  restrain  me  from  giving  any 
opinion  on  that  line,  except  that  it  ascribes  too  much 
to  me,  especially  in  what  relates  to  the  tyrant ;  the 
Revolution  having  been  the  work  of  many  able  and 
brave  men,  wherein  it  is  sufficient  honor  for  me  if  I 
am  allowed  a  small  share. 


1  Alluding  to  the  Latin  line,  which 
was  first  applied  to  Dr.  Franklin  by 
M.  Turgot,  and  of  which  he  is  said  to 
have  been  the  author: 

M.  Nogaret's  translation  was  accom 
panied  by  a  letter,  in  which  he  said: 

u  Eripuit  ccelo  fulmen,   sceptrumque   ty- 
rannis." 

"  Les  Fran£ais,  votre  Excellence  le 
S9ait,  ont  fait  tous  leurs  efforts  pour 
traduire  ce  vers  Latin  ou  Ton  vous 
rend  justice  en  si  peu  de  mots.  Us 
ont  paru  aussi  jaloux  de  transporter 
cet  eloge  dans  leur  langue,  qu'ils  le 
sont  de  vous  posseder.  Cependant 
personne  n'a  reussi,  et  je  crois  qu'on 
ne  reussira  pas.  Car  de  ces  deux  vers, 
inseres  comme  des  meilleurs  dans 
L' Almanack  des  Muses  de  1'annee 
derniere  : 

"  Cet  homme  que  tu  vois,  sublime  en  tous 

les  temps, 

D6robe  aux  dieux  la  foudre  et  le  sceptre 
aux  tyrans  ; ' 

le  premier  est  de  trop.  Le  second 
vers  est  passable.  II  serait  bon,  si,  au 
lieu  de  dtrobe,  il  y  avait  arrache.  Mais 
ce  seul  vers  ne  suffit  pas.  Le  sens 
n'est  pas  plein.  II  faudrait  un  nom 
ou  un  pronom  ;  et  ni  1'un  ni  1'autre 
n'y  peut  entrer  ;  autrement  le  vers  n'y 
serait  plus.  Aurait-on  a  peu  pres 
1'equivalent  du  Latin,  si  Ton  disait: 
"  On  1'a  vu  dfisarmer  les  tyrans  et  les  dieux'  ? 
"  Puisque  le  laconisme  est  neces- 
saire,  voila  ce  que  je  proposerais  au 
graveur.  Les  images  du  sceptre  et  de 


la  foudre  disparaissent  en  apparence 
dans  cette  traduction  ;  mais  je  pensc 
qu'elles  n'echappent  point  auxyeuxde 
la  reflexion.  Desarmer  Jupiter,  c'est 
lui  oter  sa  foudre.  Ccelo  dit  beaucoup 
dans  le  Latin.  Cieux  ne  lie  rendrait 
point.  J'y  supplee  par  des  etres.  Je 
ne  dis  pas  que  la  physique  y  gagne, 
mais  la  poesie  n'y  perd  pas." 

In  reply  to  Dr.  Franklin's  answer, 
some  time  afterwards,  M.  Nogaret 
said  :  "  Paris  est  content  de  la  traduc 
tion  de  votre  Eripuit,  et  votre  portrait 
fait,  come  je  1'avais  prevu,  la  fortune 
du  graveur." 

The  following  is  D'Alembert's  trans 
lation. 

"  Tu  vois  le  sage  courageux, 
Dont  1'heureux  et  male  g6nie 
Arracha  le  tonnerre  aux  dieux, 
Et  le  sceptre  &  la  tyrannic." 

Among  Dr.  Franklin's  papers  was 
found  the  following  paraphrastic  ver 
sion  from  an  unknown  hand. 

"  Franklin  sut  arreter  la  foudre  dans  les 
airs, 

Et  c'est  le  moindre  bien  qu'il  fit  a  sa  pa- 
trie  ; 

Au  milieu  de  climats  divers, 

Ou  dominait  la  tyrannic, 

II  fit  r6gner  les  arts,  les  mceurs,  et  le 
g6nie; 

Et  voil&  le  h6ros  que  j'offre  &l'univers." 

It  was  likewise  translated  into  Eng 
lish  by  Mr.  Elphinston. 

"  He  snatched    the   bolt    from    Heaven's 

avenging  hand, 

Disarmed  and  drove  the  tyrant  from  the 
land." 
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I  am  much  obliged  by  the  favorable  sentiments  you 
are  pleased  to  entertain  of  me  ;  and  I  shall  be  glad 
to  see  your  remarks  on  Gay's  Fan,  as  well  as  your 
own  poem  on  the  same  subject.  With  regard,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  sir,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLI. 

TO    M.    DE    RAYNEVAL,    SECRETARY    TO    THE    COUNCIL    OF 

STATE. 

PASSY,  ii  March,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  have  examined  the  list  of  supplies  wanted 
in  America,  which  I  received  yesterday  from  you,  in 
order  to  mark,  as  desired,  what  may  be  most  neces 
sary  to  forward  thither.  As  that  list  is  of  old  date, 
and  I  do  not  know  what  part  of  it  may  have  been  al 
ready  procured  by  other  channels,  and  I  understand 
by  my  letters  that  a  new  list  has  been  made  out, 
which  is  given  to  Colonel  Laurens,  and,  though  men 
tioned  to  be  sent  to  me  also,  is  not  yet  come  to  my 
hands,  I  have  thought  it  may  be  well  for  the  present 
to  order  the  making  of  a  quantity  of  soldiers'  and 
officers'  clothing,  equal  to  one  third  part  of  what  has 
been  demanded  from  page  31  to  page  42  inclusive; 
and  to  collect  and  get  ready  also  one  third  of  the 
other  articles  mentioned  in  the  said  pages,  which  I 
have  marked  with  a  red  line  in  the  margin,  the  whole 
to  be  sent  by  the  first  good  opportunity. 

I  think  it  would  be  well  also  to  send  five  thousand 
more  good  fusils,  with  fifty  tons  of  lead,  and  two 
hundred  thousand  flints  for  fusils.  If  these  could  go 
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with  the  fleet,  it  would  be  of  geat  service.  More 
powder  is  not  necessary  to  be  sent  at  present,  as  there 
goes  in  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  the  remainder  of 
the  two  thousand  barrels  granted  last  year,  and  also 
two  hundred  tons  of  saltpetre,  which  they  will  make 
into  powder.  For  the  other  articles  that  may  be 
wanted,  as  Colonel  Laurenswill  come  fully  instructed, 
as  well  by  the  list  given  to  him,  as  from  his  own  ob 
servation  and  experience  in  the  army,  and  from  the 
information  he  will  receive  from  General  Washing 
ton,  with  whom  and  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  he 
was  to  consult  before  his  departure,  I  conceive  it  will 
be  best  to  wait  a  little  for  his  arrival. 

I  return  the  lists,  and,  having  by  some  unaccount 
able  accident  mislaid  and  lost  the  paper  you  gave  me, 
containing  what  Count  de  Vergennes  said  to  me  yes 
terday,  I  must  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  repeat  it,  and 
send  it  by  the  bearer.  I  am  ashamed  to  give  you  this 
trouble,  but  I  wish  to  be  exact  in  what  I  am  writing 
of  it  to  Congress.  With  the  greatest  esteem,  etc.,. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLII. 

TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

PASSY,  12  March,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  on  the  i3th  of 
last  month  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  ist  of  Jan 
uary,  together  with  the  instructions  of  November 
28th  and  December  27th,  a  copy  of  those  to  Colonel 
Laurens,  and  the  letter  to  the  king.  I  immediately 
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drew  a  memorial,  enforcing  as  strongly  as  I  could,  the 
requests  that  are  contained  in  that  letter,  and  directed 
by  the  instructions,  and  I  delivered  the  same  with  the 
letter,  which  were  both  well  received  ;  but,  the  minis 
try  being  extremely  occupied  with  other  weighty 
affairs,  I  obtained  for  some  time  only  general  an 
swers,  that  something  would  be  done  for  us,  etc.,  and 
Mr.  Laurens  not  arriving,  I  wrote  again,  and  pressed 
strongly  for  a  decision  on  the  subject,  that  I  might 
be  able  to  write  explicitly  by  this  opportunity  what 
aids  the  Congress  were,  or  were  not,  to  expect ;  the 
regulation  of  their  operations  for  the  campaign  de 
pending  on  the  information  I  should  be  enabled  to 
give. 

Upon  this  I  received  a  note  appointing  Saturday 
last  for  a  meeting  with  the  minister,  which  I  attended 
punctually.  He  assured  me  of  the  king's  good-will 
to  the  United  States,  remarking,  however,  that,  being 
on  the  spot,  I  must  be  sensible  of  the  great  expense 
France  was  actually  engaged  in,  and  the  difficulty  of 
providing  for  it,  which  rendered  the  lending  us  twenty- 
five  millions  at  present  impracticable.  But  he  informed 
me  that  the  letter  from  the  Congress,  and  my  memo 
rials,  had  been  under  his  Majesty's  consideration  ; 
and  observed,  as  to  loans  in  general,  that  the  sum  we 
wanted  to  borrow  in  Europe  was  large,  and  that  the 
depreciation  of  our  paper  had  hurt  our  credit  on  this 
side  of  the  water  ;  adding,  also,  that  the  king  could 
not  possibly  favor  a  loan  for  us  in  his  dominions,  be 
cause  it  would  interfere  with,  and  be  a  prejudice  to, 
those  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  obtaining  himself 
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to  support  the  war ;  but  that,  to  give  the  States  a  sig 
nal  proof  of  his  friendship,  his  Majesty  had  resolved 
to  grant  them  the  sum  of  six  millions,  not  as  a  loan, 
but  as  a  free  gift.  This  sum,  the  minister  informed 
me,  was  exclusive  of  the  three  millions  which  he  had 
before  obtained  for  me,  to  pay  the  Congress  drafts 
for  interests,  etc.,  expected  in  the  current  year. 

He  added  that  as  it  was  understood  the  clothing, 
etc.,  with  which  our  army  had  been  heretofore  sup 
plied  from  France  was  often  of  bad  quality,  and  dear, 
the  ministers  would  themselves  take  care  of  the  pur 
chase  of  such  articles  as  should  be  immediately  want 
ed,  and  send  them  over  ;  and  it  was  desired  of  me  to 
look  over  the  great  invoice  that  had  been  sent  hither 
last  year,  and  mark  out  those  articles  ;  that,  as  to  the 
money  remaining  after  such  purchases,  it  was  to  be 
drawn  for  by  General  Washington,  upon  M.  d'Harve- 
lay,  Garde  du  Tresor  Royal,  and  the  bills  would  be 
duly  honored  ;  but  it  was  desired  they  might  be  drawn 
gradually  as  the  money  should  be  wanted,  and  as 
much  time  given  for  the  payment  after  sight  as  con 
veniently  could  be,  that  the  payment  might  be  more 
easy. 

I  assured  the  minister  that  the  Congress  would  be 
very  sensible  of  this  token  of  his  Majesty's  continued 
goodness  towards  the  United  States ;  but  remarked 
that  it  was  not  the  usage  with  us  for  the  General  to 
draw,  and  proposed  that  it  might  be  our  Treasurer 
who  should  draw  the  bills  for  the  remainder ;  but  I  was 
told  that  it  was  his  Majesty's  order.  And  I  after 
wards  understood,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Council, 
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that,  as  the  sum  was  intended  for  the  supply  of  the 
army,  and  could  not  be  so  large  as  we  had  demanded 
for  general  occasions,  it  was  thought  best  to  put  it  into 
the  General's  hands,  that  it  might  not  get  into  those 
-of  the  different  boards  or  committees,  who  might 
think  themselves  under  a  necessity  of  diverting  it  to 
other  purposes.  There  was  no  room  to  dispute  on 
this  point,  every  donor  having  the  right  of  qualifying 
his  gifts  with  such  terms  as  he  thinks  proper. 

I  took  with  me  the  invoice,  and,  having  examined 
it,  I  returned  it  immediately  with  a  letter,  of  which  a 
copy  is  enclosed ;  and  I  suppose  its  contents  will  be 
followed,  unless  Colonel  Laurens  on  his  arrival  should 
make  any  changes.  I  hope  he  and  Colonel  Palfrey 
are  safe,  though,  as  yet,  not  heard  of.1 

After  the  discourse  relating  to  the  aid  was  ended, 
the  minister  proceeded  to  inform  me  that  the  courts 
of  Petersburg  and  Vienna  had  offered  their  media 
tion  ;  that  the  king  had  answered  that  it  would  to 
him  personally  be  agreeable,  but  that  he  could  not 
yet  accept  it,  because  he  had  allies  whose  concurrence 
was  necessary ;  and  that  his  Majesty  desired  I  would 
acquaint  the  Congress  with  this  offer  and  answer,  and 
urge  their  sending  such  instructions  as  they  may 
think  proper  to  their  plenipotentiary,  it  being  not 
doubted  that  they  would  readily  accept  the  proposed 
mediation,  from  their  own  sense  of  its  being  both 
useful  and  necessary.  I  mentioned  that  I  supposed 
Mr.  Adams  was  already  furnished  with  instructions 

1  Colonel  William  Palfrey  for  some       sul-General   to   France  by  Congress, 
time  Paymaster-General  of  the  Conti-       but  was  lost  at  sea  on  his  passage, 
nental  army,  had  been  appointed  Con- 
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relating  to  any  treaty  of  peace  that  might  be  pro 
posed. 

I  must  now  beg  leave  to  say  something  relating  to 
myself,  a  subject  with  which  I  have  not  often  troubled 
the  Congress.  I  have  passed  my  seventy-fifth  year, 
and  I  find  that  the  long  and  severe  fit  of  the  gout, 
which  I  had  the  last  winter,  has  shaken  me  exceed 
ingly,  and  I  am  yet  far  from  having  recovered  the 
bodily  strength  I  before  enjoyed.  I  do  not  know 
that  my  mental  faculties  are  impaired — perhaps  I  shall 
be  the  last  to  discover  that ;  but  I  am  sensible  of  great 
diminution  in  my  activity,  a  quality  I  think  partic 
ularly  necessary  in  your  minister  for  this  court.  I  am 
afraid,  therefore,  that  your  affairs  may  some  time  or 
other  suffer  by  my  deficiency.  I  find,  also,  that  the 
business  is  too  heavy  for  me,  and  too  confining.  The 
constant  attendance  at  home,  which  is  necessary  for 
receiving  and  accepting  your  bills  of  exchange  (a 
matter  foreign  to  my  ministerial  functions),  to  answer 
letters,  and  perform  other  parts  of  my  employment, 
prevents  my  taking  the  air  and  exercise  which  my 
annual  journeys  formerly  used  to  afford  me,  and  which 
contributed  much  to  the  preservation  of  my  health. 
There  are  many  other  little  personal  attentions  which 
the  infirmities  of  age  render  necessary  to  an  old  man's 
comfort,  even  in  some  degree  to  the  continuance  of 
his  existence,  and  with  which  business  often  inter 
feres. 

I  have  been  engaged  in  public  affairs,  and  enjoyed 
public  confidence,  in  some  shape  or  other,  during  the 
long  term  of  fifty  years,  and  honor  sufficient  to  satisfy 
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any  reasonable  ambition  ;  and  I  have  no  other  left 
but  that  of  repose,  which  I  hope  the  Congress  will 
grant  me,  by  sending  some  person  to  supply  my  place. 
At  the  same  time,  I  beg  they  may  be  assured  that  it 
is  not  any  the  least  doubt  of  their  success  in  the  glo 
rious  cause,  nor  any  disgust  received  in  their  service, 
that  induces  me  to  decline  it,  but  purely  and  simply 
the  reasons  above  mentioned.  And,  as  I  cannot  at 
present  undergo  the  fatigues  of  a  sea  voyage  (the  last 
having  been  almost  too  much  for  me),  and  would  not 
again  expose  myself  to  the  hazard  of  capture  and  im 
prisonment  in  this  time  of  war,  I  propose  to  remain 
here  at  least  till  the  peace  ;  perhaps  it  may  be  for  the 
remainder  of  my  life  ;  and,  if  any  knowledge  or  expe 
rience  I  have  acquired  here  may  be  thought  of  use 
to  my  successor,  I  shall  freely  communicate  it,  and 
assist  him  with  any  influence  I  may  be  supposed  to 
have,  or  counsel  that  may  be  desired  of  me.1 

I  have  one  request  more  to  make,  which,  if  I  have 
served  the  Congress  to  their  satisfaction,  I  hope  they 
will  not  refuse  me  ;  it  is,  that  they  will  be  pleased  to 
take  under  their  protection  my  grandson,  William 
Temple  Franklin,  I  have  educated  him  from  his  infan 
cy,  and  I  brought  him  over  with  an  intention  of  placing 
him  where  he  might  be  qualified  for  the  profession  of 
the  law  ;  but  the  constant  occasion  I  had  for  his  ser- 

1  In  a  letter  to  the  President  of  towards  me,  and  that  I  have  received 
Congress,  dated  at  Madrid,  April  from  him  all  the  aid  and  attention  I 
25th,  1781,  Mr.  Jay  said  :  "I  perceive  could  wish  or  expect.  His  character 
Dr.  Franklin  desires  to  retire.  This  is  very  high  here,  and  I  really  believe 
circumstance  calls  upon  me  to  assure  that  the  respectability,  which  he  en- 
Congress,  that  I  have  reason  to  be  joys  throughout  Europe,  has  been  of 
perfectly  satisfied  with  his  conduct  general  use  to  our  cause  and  country." 
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vices  as  a  private  secretary  during  the  time  of  the 
Commissioners,  and  more  extensively  since  their  de 
parture,  has  induced  me  to  keep  him  always  with  me  ; 
and  indeed,  being  continually  disappointed  of  the  sec 
retary  Congress  had  at  different  times  intended  me, 
it  would  have  been  impossible  for  me,  without  this 
young  gentleman's  assistance,  to  have  gone  through 
the  business  incumbent  on  me.  He  has  therefore 
lost  so  much  of  the  time  necessary  for  law  studies, 
that  I  think  it  rather  advisable  for  him  to  continue, 
if  it  may  be,  in  the  line  of  public  foreign  affairs  for 
which  he  seems  qualified  by  a  sagacity  and  judgment 
above  his  years,  and  great  diligence  and  activity,  ex 
act  probity,  a  genteel  address,  a  facility  in  speaking 
well  the  French  tongue,  and  all  the  knowledge  of 
business  to  be  obtained  by  a  four  years'  constant  em 
ployment  in  the  secretary's  office,  where  he  may  be 
said  to  have  served  a  kind  of  apprenticeship. 

After  all  the  allowance  I  am  capable  of  making  for 
the  partiality  of  a  parent  to  his  offspring,  I  cannot 
but  think  he  may  in  time  make  a  very  able  foreign 
minister  for  Congress,  in  whose  service  his  fidelity 
may  be  relied  on.  But  I  do  not  at  present  propose 
him  as  such,  for  though  he  is  now  of  age,  a  few  years 
more  of  experience  will  not  be  amiss.  In  the  mean 
time,  if  they  should  think  fit  to  employ  him  as  a  sec 
retary  to  their  minister  at  any  European  court,  I  am 
persuaded  they  will  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with 
his  conduct,  and  I  shall  be  thankful  for  his  appoint 
ment,  as  a  favor  to  me. 

My  accounts  have  been  long  ready  for  the  exami- 
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nation  of  some  person  to  be  appointed  for  that  pur 
pose.  Mr.  Johnson  having  declined  it,  and  Mr.  Dana 
residing  at  present  at  Paris,  I  requested  him  to  un 
dertake  it,  and  to  examine  at  the  same  time  those  of 
Mr.  Deane  ;  but  he  also  declines  it,  as  being  unac 
quainted  with  accounts.  If  no  fresh  appointment  has 
been  made  by  Congress,  I  think  of  desiring  Mr.  Pal 
frey  to  perform  that  service  when  he  arrives,  which 
I  hope  will  be  approved,  for  I  am  uneasy  at  the  delay. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLIII. 

TO    THE    BOARD    OF    ADMIRALTY. 

PASSY,  17  March,  1781. 

GENTLEMEN  : — I  received  the  honor  of  yours,  dated 
January  the  2d,  containing  sundry  questions  relating 
to  the  ship  Alliance,  and  the  expedition  under  the 
command  of  John  Paul  Jones. 

I  apprehend  that  the  letters  and  papers  sent  by  the 
Alliance,  if  they  came  to  your  hands,  and  those  which 
went  in  the  Ariel,  taken  together,  would  pretty  well 
inform  you  on  the  most  of  the  particulars  you  inquire 
about ;  and  the  deficiences  might  be  supplied  by  Cap 
tain  Jones  himself,  and  others,  who  were  engaged  in 
the  expedition.  But,  as  I  learn  from  Colonel  Laurens 
that  his  arrival  was  not  heard  of  at  Boston  the  nth 
of  February,  though  he  sailed  the  i8th  of  December, 
and  possibly  he  may  have  miscarried,  I  shall  endeav 
or  to  answer  as  well  as  I  can  your  several  queries, 
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and  will  hereafter  send  you  duplicates  of  the  papers 
that  may  be  lost. 

But  I  would  previously  remark,  as  to  the  expedi 
tion  in  general,  that  this  court,  having,  I  suppose, 
some  enterprise  in  view,  which  Captain  Jones,  who 
had  signalized  his  bravery  in  taking  the  Drake,  was 
thought  a  proper  person  to  conduct,  had  soon  after 
that  action  requested  we  would  spare  him  to  them, 
which  was  the  more  readily  agreed  to,  as  a  difference 
subsisted  between  him  and  his  lieutenant,  which  laid 
us  under  a  difficulty  that  was  by  that  means  got  over. 
Some  time  passed,  however,  before  any  steps  were 
taken  to  employ  him  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  him, 
.and  possibly  the  first  project  was  laid  aside,  many 
difficulties  attending  any  attempt  of  introducing  a 
foreign  officer  into  the  French  marine,  as  it  disturbs 
the  order  of  their  promotions,  etc.,  and  he  himself 
choosing  to  act  rather  under  the  commission  of  Con 
gress.  However,  a  project  was  at  length  formed  of 
furnishing  him  with  some  of  the  king's  ships,  the 
officers  of  which  were  to  have  temporary  American 
commission,  which  being  posterior  in  date  to  his  com 
mission,  would  put  them  naturally  under  his  command 
for  the  time  ;  and  the  final  intention,  after  various 
changes,  was  to  intercept  the  Baltic  fleet. 

The  Alliance  was  at  that  time  under  orders  to 
carry  Mr.  Adams  back  to  America;  but  the  Minister 
of  the  Marine,  by  a  written  letter  requesting  I  would 
lend  her  to  strengthen  the  little  squadron,  and  offer 
ing  a  passage  for  Mr.  Adams  in  one  of  the  king's 
ships,  I  consented  to  the  request,  hoping  that,  besides 
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obliging  the  minister,  I  might  obtain  the  disposition- 
of  some  prisoners  to  exchange  for  our  countrymen  in 
England. 

Question  ist.  "Whether  the  ships  with  which  the 
frigate  Alliance  was  concerted  in  an  expedition,  of 
which  Captain  John  Paul  Jones  had  the  command, 
were  the  property  of  private  persons,  and,  if  so,  who 
were  the  owners  of  those  ships  ?  " 

Answer.  The  ships  with  which  the  Alliance  was 
concerted,  were,  ist,  the  Bonhomme  Richard,  bought 
and  fitted  by  the  king,  on  purpose  for  Captain 
Jones  ;  2dly,  the  Pallas,  frigate  ;  3dly,  the  Vengeance, 
a  corvette ;  4thly,  the  Cerf,  a  cutter ;  all  belonging 
to  the  king,  and  the  property  of  no  private  person 
whatever,  as  far  as  I  have  heard  or  believe. 

Two  privateers,  the  Monsieur  and  the  Granville, 
were  indeed  with  the  little  squadron  in  going  out ;  I 
suppose  to  take  advantage  of  the  convoy  ;  but,  being 
on  their  own  account,  and  at  their  own  discretion, 
the  Monsieur  quitted  company  on  the  coast  of  Ire 
land,  and  the  Granville  returned  about  the  same 
time  to  France.  I  have  not  heard  that  the  Monsieur 
ever  claimed  any  part  of  the  prizes.  The  Granville 
has  made  some  claim,  on  account,  not  only  of  what 
were  taken  while  she  was  with  the  squadron,  but  of 
the  whole  taken  after  her  departure,  on  this  pretence, 
that,  some  prisoners  being  put  on  board  of  her,  and 
losing  company,  she  found  herself  obliged  to  go  back 
with  them,  not  having  wherewith  to  maintain  them, 
etc.;  but  this  claim  is  opposed  by  the  other  ships, 
being  regarded  as  frivolous,  as  she  was  not  concerted. 
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The  claim,  however,  is  not  yet  decided,  but  hangs  in 
the  courts.  These  circumstances  show  that  these 
vessels  were  not  considered  as  a  part  of  the  arma 
ment.  But  it  appears  more  plainly  by  the  concordat 
of  the  captains,  whereof  I  send  you  a  copy.  Who 
the  owners  were  of  those  privateers  I  have  not  heard. 
I  suppose  they  may  be  the  inhabitants  of  Bordeaux 
and  Granville. 

Question  id.  "  Whether  any  agreement  was  made 
by  you,  or  any  person  in  your  behalf,  with  the  own 
ers  of  the  ships  concerted  with  the  Alliance  in  that 
expedition,  respecting  the  shares  they  were  severally 
to  draw  of  the  prizes  which  might  be  taken  during 
:said  expedition  ?  " 

Answer.  I  never  made  any  such  agreement,  nor 
.any  person  in  my  behalf.  I  lent  the  vessel  to  the 
king  simply  at  the  minister's  request,  supposing  it 
would  be  agreeable  to  Congress  to  oblige  their  ally, 
and  that  the  division,  if  there  should  be  any  thing  to 
divide,  would  be  according  to  the  laws  of  France,  or 
America,  as  should  be  found  most  equitable.  But 
the  captains,  before  they  sailed,  entered  into  an 
agreement,  called  the  concordat  above  mentioned,  to 
divide  according  to  the  rules  of  America,  as  they 
acted  under  American  commissions  and  colors. 

Question  $d.  ''Whether  the  Serapis  and  Scarbor 
ough,  and  other  captures  made  during  said  expedition, 
were  divided  among  the  captors,  and  the  distribution 
made  according  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  and, 
if  not,  what  mode  was  pursued  in  making  the  dis 
tribution  ?  " 
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Answer.  No  division  has  yet  been  made  of  the 
Serapis  and  Scarborough.  It  is  but  lately  that  I  have 
heard  of  the  money  being  ready  for  division  at 
L'Orient.  I  suppose  the  mode  will  be  that  agreed 
on  by  the  captains. 

Question  ^th.  "What  were  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  Serapis,  Scarborough,  and  the  other  prizes  taken 
during  the  said  expedition  ?" 

Answer.  I  have  not  yet  heard  what  were  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  prizes,  nor  have  I  seen  any  account. 
As  soon  as  such  shall  come  to  my  hands  I  will  trans 
mit  it  to  you,  and  will  endeavor  to  obtain  it  speedily. 
No  satisfaction  has  yet  been  obtained  for  the  prizes, 
carried  into  Norway  and  delivered  up  by  the  King 
of  Denmark. 

Question  ^th.  "  What  benefit  the  United  States 
of  America  have  received  from  the  prisoners  made 
during  said  expedition  ?  " 

Answer.  I  did  expect  to  have  had  all  the  prison 
ers  taken  by  the  squadron,  to  exchange  for  Americans, 
in  consideration  of  my  having  lent  the  Alliance /  and 
Captain  Pearson  engaged  in  behalf  of  the  British 
government  by  a  written  instrument,  that  those  set 
on  shore  in  Holland  should  be  considered  as  prison 
ers  of  war  to  the  United  States,  and  exchanged 
accordingly.  But  I  was,  nevertheless,  disappointed 
in  this  expectation.  For,  an  exchange  of  all  the 
prisoners  being  proposed  to  be  made  in  Holland,  it 
was  found  necessary  at  that  time  by  the  Dutch  gov 
ernment,  in  order  to  avoid  embroiling  their  state 
with  England,  that  those  prisoners  should  be  consid- 
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ered  as  taken  by  France,  and  they  were  accordingly 
exchanged  for  Frenchmen,  on  the  footing  of  the 
French  cartel  with  England.  This  I  agreed  to  on 
the  request  of  the  French  ambassador  at  the  Hague, 
and  also  to  avoid  the  risk  of  sending  them  by  sea  to 
France  (the  English  cruising  with  seven  ships  off  the 
Texel  to  retake  them),  and  as  it  would  be  more  con 
venient  and  certain  for  us  to  have  an  equal  number 
of  English  delivered  to  me  by  France,  at  or  near 
Morlaix,  to  be  sent  over  in  the  cartel.  But  the 
English  government  afterwards  refused,  very  unjust 
ly,  to  give  any  Americans  in  exchange  for  English 
that  had  not  been  taken  by  Americans.  So  we  did 
not  reap  the  benefit  we  hoped  for. 

Question  6tk.  "  What  orders  were  given  to  Cap 
tain  Landais  ?  " 

Answer.  That  he  should  obey  the  orders  of  Cap 
tain  Jones. 

Question  *jth.  "  What  was  the  ground  of  dispute 
between  Captain  Jones  and  him  ?  " 

Answer.  That,  when  at  sea  together,  he  refused 
to  obey  Captain  Jones'  orders. 

Question  %th.  "  What  were  the  disbursements  on 
the  Alliance,  from  the  time  of  her  first  arrival  in 
France,  until  she  left  that  kingdom  ?  " 

Answer.  The  disbursements  on  the  Alliance,  from 
the  time  of  her  first  arrival  in  France,  till  the  com 
mencement  of  the  cruise  under  Captain  Jones,  as 
appears  by  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Schweighauser,  agent 

appointed  by  William  Lee,  amounted  to ,  which 

I  paid.  The  disbursements  on  her  refit  in  Holland 
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were  paid  by  the  king,  as  were  also  those  on  her 
second  refit  after  her  return  to  L'Orient,  as  long  as 
she  was  under  the  care  of  Captain  Jones.  But  Cap 
tain  Landais,  when  he  resumed  the  command  of  her, 
thought  fit  to  take  what  he  wanted  of  Mr.  Schweig- 
hauser's  agent,  to  the  amount  of  31,668  livres,  \2s. 
$d.,  for  which,  being  contrary  to  my  orders  given  to 
Mr.  Schweighauser,  on  his  asking  them  upon  the 
occasion,  I  refused  to  pay  (my  correspondence  with 
him  will  show  you  my  reasons),  and  of  those  paid  by 
the  king  I  have  no  account. 

Qiiestion  qth.  "  Why  the  Alliance  lay  so  long  at 
Port  L'Orient,  after  her  arrival  there  from  the  Texel, 
and  in  general  every  information  in  your  power  re 
specting  the  Alliance  and  the  expedition  referred  to." 

Answer.  Her  lying  so  long  at  L'Orient  was  first 
occasioned  by  the  mutinous  disposition  of  the  officers 
and  men,  who  refused  to  raise  the  anchors  till  they 
should  receive  wages  and  prize-money.  I  did  not 
conceive  they  had  a  right  to  demand  payment  of 
wages  in  a  foreign  country,  or  anywhere  but  at  the 
port  they  came  from,  no  one  here  knowing  on  what 
terms  they  were  engaged,  what  they  had  received,  or 
what  was  due  to  them.  The  prize-money  I  wished 
them  to  have  ;  but,  as  that  could  not  soon  be  ob 
tained,  I  thought  it  wrong  in  them  to  detain  the  ves 
sel  on  that  account ;  and,  as  I  was  informed  many  of 
them  were  in  want  of  necessaries,  I  advanced  twenty- 
four  thousand  livres  on  account,  and  put  it  into  Cap 
tain  Jones'  hands  to  relieve  and  pacify  them,  that 
they  might  go  more  willingly.  But  they  were  en- 


1781]  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN.  217 

•couraged  by  some  meddling  passengers  to  persist. 
The  king  would  have  taken  the  prizes  and  paid  for 
them,  at  the  rate  per  gun,  etc.,  as  he  pays  for  warlike 
vessels  taken  by  his  ships ;  but  they  raised  a  clamor 
at  this,  it  being  put  into  their  heads  that  it  was  a 
project  for  cheating  them,  and  they  demanded  a  sale 
by  auction.  The  minister,  who  usually  gives  more 
when  ships  are  taken  for  the  king  than  they  will  pro 
duce  by  auction,  readily  consented  to  this  when  I 
asked  it  of  him ;  but  then  this  method  required  time 
to  have  them  inventoried,  advertised  in  different  ports, 
to  create  a  fuller  concurrence  of  buyers,  etc.  Captain 
Jones  came  up  to  Paris  to  hasten  the  proceedings. 
In  his  absence,  Captain  Landais,  by  the  advice  of  Mr. 
Lee  and  Commodore  Gillon,  took  possession  of  the 
ship  and  kept  her  long,  writing  up  to  Paris,  waiting 
answers,  etc. 

I  have  often  mentioned  to  Congress  the  inconven 
ience  of  putting  their  vessels  under  the  care  of  per 
sons  living  perhaps  one  hundred  leagues  from  the  port 
they  arrive  at,  which  necessarily  creates  delays,  and 
of  course  enormous  expenses  ;  and,  for  a  remedy,  I 
have  as  often  recommended  the  appointment  of  con 
suls,  being  very  sensible  of  my  own  insufficiency  in 
maritime  affairs,  which  have  taken  up  a  vast  deal  of 
my  time,  and  given  me  abundance  of  trouble,  to  the 
hindrance,  sometimes,  of  more  important  business. 
I  hope  these  inconveniences  will  now  be  soon  removed 
by  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Palfrey. 

As  the  ministry  had  reasons,  if  some  of  the  first 
plans  had  been  pursued,  to  wish  the  expedition  might 
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be  understood  as  American,  the  instructions  were  to 
be  given  by  me,  and  the  outfit  was  committed  to  M. 
de  Chaumont,  known  to  be  one  of  our  friends,  and 
well  acquainted  with  such  affairs.  The  Marquis  de 
Lafayette,  who  was  to  have  been  concerned  in  the 
execution,  can  probably  acquaint  you  with  those  rea 
sons.  If  not,  I  shall  do  it  hereafter.  It  afterwards 
continued  in  the  hands  of  M.  de  Chaumont  to  the 
end.  I  never  paid  or  received  a  farthing  directly  or 
indirectly  on  account  of  the  expedition  ;  and,  the  cap 
tains  having  made  him  their  trustee  and  agent,  it  is  to 
him  they  are  to  apply  for  their  proportions  of  the 
captures.  There  may  be  something,  though  I  believe 
very  little,  coming  to  the  United  States  from  the  Alii- 
ances  share  of  a  small  ransom  made  contrary  to  orders. 

No  account  has  been  rendered  to  me  of  that  ran 
som,  therefore  I  cannot  say  how  much  ;  but  I  will  in 
quire  about  it  and  inform  you  hereafter. 

Most  of  the  colliers  taken  were  burnt  or  sunk.  The 
ships  of  war  taken,  I  understand,  belong  wholly  to 
the  captors.  If  any  particulars  remain,  on  which  you 
desire  information,  be  pleased  to  mention  them.  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  give  you  all  the  satisfaction  in  my 
power,  and  shall  do  it  willingly.  Being  with  great 
regard,  gentlemen,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLIV. 

TO    WILLIAM    HODGSON. 

PASSY,  i  April,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  your  respected  favor  of  the 
2Oth  past,  and  am  shocked  exceedingly  at  the  account 
you  give  me  of  Digges.  He  that  robs  the  rich  even 
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of  a  single  guinea  is  a  villain  ;  but  what  is  he  who  can 
break  his  sacred  trust,  by  robbing  a  poor  man  and  a 
prisoner  of  eighteen  pence  given  in  charity  for  his  re 
lief,  and  repeat  that  crime  as  often  as  there  are  weeks 
in  a  winter,  and  multiply  it  by  robbing  as  many  poor 
men  every  week  as  make  up  the  number  of  near  six 
hundred  ?  We  have  no  name  in  our  language  for 
such  atrocious  wickedness.  If  such  a  fellow  is  not 
damned,  it  is  not  worth  while  to  keep  a  devil.1 

I  am  sorry  you  have  been  obliged  to  advance 
money.  I  desired  Mr.  Grand,  some  time  since,  to 
order  two  hundred  pounds  to  be  paid  you  in  London. 
If  that  is  not  done,  draw  on  him  for  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  payable  at  thirty  days'  sight, 
and  your  bill  shall  be  duly  honored. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  Digges'  last  letter  to    me,  in 

1  Mr.  Hodgson  had  written  as  fol-  last  year  on  Mr.  Grand  for  forty-eight 
lows:  "  I  have  just  received  yours  of  pounds,  although  twenty  pounds  of 
the  8th  instant,  which  surprises  me  that  sum  were  for  money  I  had  lent 
not  a  little,  as  by  the  letter  enclosed  I  him  in  the  spring  of  1780.  I  fear  all 
perceive  the  person  to  whom  that  let-  is  not  right.  He  has  been  absent 
ter  is  addressed  has  deceived  you  most  from  town  some  time.  The  last  I 
egregiously.  He  has  not  advanced  one  heard  of  him  was  from  Bristol,  where 
shilling  that  has  come  to  my  knowledge.  he  was  about  purchasing  goods  for 
He  had  indeed  written  to  Portsmouth  Lisbon." — London,  March  20,  1781. 
and  Plymouth,  to  order  a  distribution  Extract  from  a  letter  written  by  Dr. 
of  one  shilling  and  six  pence  a  week  Franklin  to  Mr.  Jay,  dated  Passy, 
to  the  prisoners.  I  was  informed  of  August  20,  1781  :  "  Digges,  a 
it  by  the  agents  at  both  places  ;  but,  Maryland  merchant,  residing  in  Lon- 
although  he  gave  those  directions,  he  don,  who  pretended  to  be  a  zealous 
did  not  provide  the  necessary  funds.  American,  and  to  have  much  concern 
I  thought  it  therefore  right  to  caution  for  our  poor  people  in  the  English 
both  Mr.  Wren  and  Mr.  Heath  prisons,  drew  upon  me  for  their  relief 
against  advancing  money,  and  advised  at  different  times  last  winter  to  the 
them  to  say,  that  they  should  be  glad  amount  of  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
to  serve  the  prisoners,  but  that  it  was  five  pounds  sterling,  which  he  said 
just  that  the  money  should  be  sent  to  had  been  drawn  for  upon  him  by  the 
them  ;  and  indeed  I  have  been  obliged  gentlemen  at  Portsmouth  and  Ply- 
to  reimburse  to  one  of  those  persons  mouth,  who  had  the  care  of  the  distri- 
twenty-five  pounds,  and  to  the  other  bution.  To  my  utter  astonisment  I 
twenty  pounds,  which  they  had  before  have  since  learned  that  the  villain 
advanced  to  Mr.  Digges,  and  could  had  not  applied  above  thirty  pounds 
not  procure  the  payment  of  ;  and  this  of  the  money  to  that  use,  and  that  he 
I  did,  partly  out  of  a  bill  he  gave  me  has  failed  and  absconded." 
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which  he  acknowledges  the  drafts  made  on  me  (omit 
ting  one  of  seventy-five  pounds),  and  pretends  that 
he  only  draws  as  he  is  drawn  upon  by  his  friends,  who 
hand  the  money  to  the  prisoners,  and  that  those  friends 
are  almost  tired  of  the  charitable  employment,  but  he 
encourages  them,  etc.  Be  so  good  as  to  let  them 
know  of  this  letter. 

I  wish,  with  you  and  with  all  good  men,  for  peace  ; 
proposals  of  mediation  have  been  made,  but  the  effect 
is  yet  uncertain.  I  shall  be  mindful  of  your  request, 
and  you  may  depend  on  my  doing  any  thing  in  my 
power  that  may  be  serviceable  to  you.  With  sincere 
esteem,  I  am,  dear  sir,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLV. 

FROM    FRANCIS    DANA. 

HOTEL  VALOIS,  RUE  RICHELIEU,  PARIS,  6  April,  1781. 
SlR : — Having,  agreeably  to  my  instructions  as  well  as  my 
own  inclinations,  laid  before  your  Excellency  all  the  papers 
which  I  have  received  from  Congress  relative  to  my  mission 
for  the  Court  of  Russia,  and  my  correspondence  with  his 
Excellency  the  Comte  de  Vergennes,  in  consequence  of  the 
same,  for  the  benefit  of  your  good  counsel ;  and  as  you  were 
so  kind,  at  my  particular  request,  as  to  introduce  me  to  the 
Comte  at  the  conference  we  had  last  Wednesday  upon  the 
subject  of  my  mission,  and  heard  the  whole,  I  hope  you  will 
not  think  I  give  you  any  unnecessary  trouble  when  I  request 
you  to  favor  me,  in  writing,  with  your  opinion  upon  the  fol 
lowing  matters.  Whether,  on  the  whole,  you  conceive  the 
Comte  to  have  any  objections  to  the  mission  itself?  Or 
whether  you  considered  his  reflections  upon  the  subject 
rather  intended  as  cautions  and  advice  to  me  respecting  the 
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conduct  he  would  wish  me  to  hold  in  the  business  ?  Whether 
you  supposed  him  finally  to  make  any  real  objections  to  my 
going  to  Russia  in  the  character  only  of  a  private  American 
gentleman  and  there  waiting  for  the  favorable  moment  for 
opening  my  eventual  character  ?  And  whether,  all  circum 
stances  considered,  your  Excellency  thinks  it  expedient  for 
me  to  proceed  to  St.  Petersburg  in  a  private  character  only, 
and  there  to  wait  as  above  mentioned  ? 

You  will  not,  I  presume,  think  I  mean  any  thing  particular 
in  my  request,  when  I  assure  you  I  shall  likewise  ask  of  Mr. 
Adams  his  opinion,  in  writing,  upon  the  same  subject.  Be 
ing  directed  by  Congress  to  consult  you  and  him,  I  am  de 
sirous  only  to  have  it  in  my  power,  in  case  of  the  death  of 
either  of  you,  to  show  them  I  have  done  so,  as  well  as  the 
result  itself ;  and  that  I  have  paid,  as  I  shall  do,  a  proper 
respect  and  attention  to  your  opinions  and  advice  in  the 
whole  of  this  business. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect,  etc., 

FRANCIS  DANA. 

P.  S. — I  shall  set  off  for  Holland  on  Sunday  morning,  and 
shall  cheerfully  take  your  commands. 


DCCCCLVI. 

TO    FRANCIS    DANA. 

PASSY,  7  April,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  received  the  letter  you  yesterday  did  me 
the  honor  of  writing  to  me,  requesting  my  opinion, 
in  writing,  relative  to  the  conference  you  had  with 
his  Excellency,  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  last  Wed 
nesday — I  being  present ;  and  also  as  to  the  expedi 
ency  of  your  proceeding  to  St.  Petersburg  ;  which 
request  I  willingly  comply  with,  as  follows  : 
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Question  \st.  "Whether,  on  the  whole,  I  conceived 
the  Count  to  have  any  objections  to  the  mission  it 
self?" 

Answer.  He  did  not  make  any  such  objections, 
nor  did  he  drop  any  expression  by  which  it  might  be 
supposed  he  had  any  such  in  his  mind. 

Question  id.  "  Whether  I  considered  his  reflections 
upon  the  subject  to  be  rather  intended  as  cautions 
and  advice  to  you,  respecting  the  conduct  he  wished 
you  to  hold  in  the  business  ?  " 

Answer.  His  Excellency  expressed  his  apprehen 
sions  that,  if  you  went  thither  under  a  public  charac 
ter  before  the  disposition  of  the  court  was  known 
and  its  consent  obtained,  it  might  be  thought  im 
proper,  and  be  attended  with  inconvenience  ;  and,  if 
I  remember  right,  he  intimated  the  propriety  of  your 
consulting  the  ambassador  at  the  Hague. 

Question  $d.  "  Whether  I  supposed  him  finally  to 
make  any  real  objections  to  your  going  to  St.  Peters 
burg  in  the  character  only  of  a  private  American  gen 
tleman,  and  there  waiting  the  favorable  moment  of 
opening  your  eventual  character  ?  " 

Answer.  His  objections  were  that,  though  you 
should  not  avow  your  public  character,  yet,  if  known 
to  be  an  American  who  had  been  in  public  employ,  it 
would  be  suspected  that  you  had  such  a  character, 
and  the  British  minister  there  might  exert  himself  to 
procure  you  "  quelques  desagrements  " •—  that  is,  cha 
grins  or  mortifications ;  and  that  unless  you  appeared 
to  have  some  other  object  in  visiting  St.  Petersburg, 
your  being  an  American  would  alone  give  strong 
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grounds  for  such  suspicions.  But  when  you  men 
tioned  that  you  might  appear  to  have  views  of  com 
merce,  as  a  merchant,  or  of  curiosity,  as  a  traveller, 
etc.  ;  that  there  was  a  gentleman  at  St.  Petersburg 
with  whom  some  in  America  had  a  correspondence, 
and  who  had  given  hints  of  the  utility  there  might  be 
in  having  an  American  in  Russia,  who  could  give 
true  intelligence  of  the  state  of  our  affairs,  and  pre 
vent  or  refute  misrepresentations,  etc. ;  and  that  you 
could,  perhaps,  by  means  of  that  gentleman,  make 
acquaintance,  and  thence  procure  useful  information 
of  the  state  of  commerce,  the  country,  the  court, 
etc.,  he  seemed  less  to  disapprove  of  your  going 
directly. 

As  to  my  own  opinion,  which  you  require,  though 
I  have  long  imagined  that  we  let  ourselves  down  in 
offering  our  alliance  before  it  is  desired,  and  that  it 
would  have  been  better  if  we  had  never  issued  com 
missions  for  ministers  to  the  courts  of  Spain,  Vienna, 
Prussia,  Tuscany,  or  Holland,  till  we  had  first  pri 
vately  learned  whether  they  would  be  received,  since 
a  refusal  from  one  is  an  actual  slight,  that  lessens  our 
reputation,  and  makes  others  less  willing  to  form  a 
connection  with  us  ;  yet,  since  your  commission  is 
given,  and  the  Congress  seem  to  expect,  though  I 
think  they  do  not  absolutely  require  that  you  should 
proceed  to  St.  Petersburg  immediately,  I  conceive 
that  (assuming  only  a  private  character  for  the  pres 
ent,  as  you  propose)  it  will  be  right  for  you  to  go, 
unless,  on  consulting  Mr.  Adams,  you  should  find 
reason  to  judge  that,  under  the  present  circumstances 
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of  the  proposed  mediation,  a  delay  for  some  time 
would  be  more  advisable.  With  great  esteem,  and 
best  wishes  for  your  success,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLVII. 

FROM    JOHN    ADAMS. 

LEYDEN,  10  April,  1781. 

SIR: — Relying  on  your  virtues  and  graces  of  faith  and 
hope,  I  accepted  the  bills  to  the  amount  of  ten  thousand 
pounds  sterling  drawn  in  favor  of  Mr.  Tracy.  I  have  re 
ceived  advice  from  Congress  of  more  bills  drawn  upon  me. 
When  they  arrive,  and  are  presented,  I  must  write  to  you 
concerning  them,  and  desire  you  to  enable  me  to  discharge 
them ;  for  I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  although  I  have  opened  a 
loan  according  to  the  best  plan  I  could  devise,  and  the  plan 
and  the  loan  seem  to  be  countenanced  by  the  public,  yet 
there  is  little  money  obtained,  scarcely  enough  to  defray  the 
expense  of  obligations  and  stamps ;  and  it  is  more  and  more 
clear  to  me  that  we  shall  never  obtain  a  loan  here,  until  our 
independence  is  acknowledged  by  the  States.  Till  then, 
every  man  seems  to  be  afraid  that  his  having  any  thing  to 
do  in  it  will  be  made  a  foundation  of  a  criminal  process,  or 
a  provocation  to  the  resentment  of  the  mob. 

The  time  is  very  near  when  some  of  the  bills  I  have  ac 
cepted  become  payable.  I  must  entreat  your  Excellency's 
answer  to  this  as  soon  as  convenient,  and  to  point  out  to 
me,  whether  you  choose  that  the  house  of  Fizeau,  Grand, 
&  Co.,  or  any  other,  should  pay  the  money.  It  is  a  most 
grievous  mortification  to  me,  to  find  that  America  has  no 
credit  here,  while  England  certainly  still  has  so  much ;  and 
to  find  that  no  gentlemen  in  public  life  here  dare  return  me 
a  visit  or  answer  me  a  letter,  even  those  who  treated  me, 
when  I  first  arrived  here,  with  great  politeness.  I  am 
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entreated,  however,  to  keep  this  secret,  but  have  no  motive 
to  secrete  it  from  you.  On  the  contrary,  you  ought  to  know 
it.  I  am  told  that  there  will  be  great  alterations  very  soon  ; 
but  I  have  seen  by  experience  that  no  man  in  this  country 
knows  what  will  be  on  the  morrow. 

Let  me  ask  the  favor  of  you,  sir,  to  give  my  best  respects 
to  Colonel  Laurens  and  Mr.  Franklin.  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  etc., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

DCCCCLVIII. 

TO    WILLIAM    CARMICHAEL. 

PASSY,  12  April,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  your  favor  by  M.  Cabarrus, 
and  should  have  been  glad  if  I  could  have  rendered 
him  any  service  here.  He  appears  an  amiable  man, 
and  expert  in  affairs.  I  have  also  your  obliging  let 
ters  of  the  28th  of  February,  and  the  i2th  and  3Oth 
of  March.  I  thank  you  much  for  your  friendly  hints 
of  the  operations  of  my  enemies,  and  of  the  means  I 
might  use  to  defeat  them.  Having  in  view  at  pres 
ent  no  other  point  to  gain  but  that  of  rest,  I  do  not 
take  their  malice  so  much  amiss,  as  it  may  further 
my  project,  and  perhaps  be  some  advantage  to  you. 
and are  open,  and,  so  far,  honorable  ene 
mies  ;  the ,  if  enemies,  are  more  covered.  I 

never  did  any  of  them  the  least  injury,  and  can  con 
ceive  no  other  source  of  their  malice,  but  envy.  To 
be  sure,  the  excessive  respect  shown  me  here  by  all 
ranks  of  people,  and  the  little  notice  taken  of  them, 
was  a  mortifying  circumstance  ;  but  it  was  what  I 
could  neither  prevent  nor  remedy.  Those  who  feel 
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pain  at  seeing  others  enjoy  pleasure,  and  are  un 
happy,  must  meet  daily  with  so  many  causes  of  tor 
ment  that  I  conceive  them  to  be  already  in  a  state 
of  damnation  ;  and,  on  that  account,  I  ought  to  drop 
all  resentment  with  regard  to  those  two  gentlemen. 
But  I  cannot  help  being  concerned  at  the  mischief 
their  ill  tempers  will  be  continually  doing  in  our 
public  affairs,  whenever  they  have  any  concern  in 
them. 

I  remember  the  maxim  you  mention  of  Charles  the 
Fifth,  Yo  y  el  Tiempo  ;  and  have  somewhere  met  with 
an  answer  to  it  in  this  distich  : 

"  I  and  Time  'gainst  any  two, 
Chance  and  I  'gainst  Time  and  you." 

And  I  think  the  gentlemen  you  have  at  present  to 
deal  with  would  do  wisely  to  guard  a  little  more 
against  certain  chances. 

The  price  of  the  "  Bibliotheca  Hispana  "  is  too  high 
for  me.  I  thank  you  for  the  Gazettes  you  sent  me  by 
the  ambassador's  courier.  I  received  none  by  the 
last.  I  shall  be  exceedingly  glad  to  receive  the  me 
moirs  of  the  Sociedad  Economica,  and  the  works  on 
political  economy  of  its  founder.  The  Prince  of 
Maceran,  with  several  other  persons  of  his  nation,  did 
me  the  honor  of  breakfasting  with  me  on  Monday 
last,  when  I  presented  the  compliments  you  charged 
me  with.  Mr.  Cumberland  has  not  yet  arrived  at 
Paris,  as  far  as  I  have  heard. 

The  discontents  in  our  army  have  been  quieted. 
There  was  in  them  not  the  least  disposition  of  revolt- 
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ing  to  the  enemy.  I  thank  you  for  the  Maryland 
captain's  news,  which  I  hope  will  be  confirmed.  They 
have  heard  something  of  it  in  England,  as  you  will 
see  by  the  papers,  and  are  very  uneasy  about  it,  as 
well  as  about  their  news  from  the  East  Indies.  Yours 
affectionately,  B.  FRANKLIN.* 


!On  the  I2th  of  April,  1781,  Dr. 
Franklin  was  entertained  in  a  some 
what  remarkable  manner,  at  a  Fete 
Champetre  given  by  the  Countess 
d'Houdetot,  at  Sanoy,  in  the  valley  of 
Montmorency,  twelve  miles  from 
Paris.  The  company  consisted  only 
of  the  different  branches  of  the  family 
of  the  Count  and  Countess  d'Hou 
detot.  To  understand  one  of  the 
stanzas,  it  is  necessary  to  know  that 
the  Countess'  name  was  Sophie. 
When  the  approach  of  Dr.  Franklin's 
carriage  was  announced,  they  all  set 
off  on  foot  from  the  chateau,  and  met 
him  at  the  distance  of  about  half  a 
mile.  He  was  handed  from  his  car 
riage  by  the  Countess,  who,  upon  his 
alighting,  pronounced  the  following 
verses  of  her  own  composition  : 

14  Ame  du  h6ros,  et  du  sage, 

Oh  Hbert6  !  premier  bienfait  des  dieux  ! 

H61as !  c'est  de  trop  loin  que  nous  t'of- 
frons  des  vceux  ; 

Ce  n'est  qu'en  soupirant  que  nous  ten 
dons  hommage 

Au  mortel  qui  forma  des  citoyens 
heureux." 

They  walked  slowly  to  the  chateau, 
where  they  sat  down  to  a  splendid 
dinner.  At  the  first  glass  of  wine, 
the  following  stanza  was  sung,  which 
became  the  chorus  of  the  day,  accom 
panied  by  instrumental  music : 

"  De  Benjamin  c616brons  la  m^moire, 
Chantons-le  bien  qu'il  a  fait  aux  mortels ; 
En  Atn6rique  il  aura  des  autels, 
Et  dans  Sanoy  nous  buvons  &  sa  gloire." 

At  the  second  glass,  the  Countess 
sang  the  following  quatrain  : 

44  II  rend  ses  droits  a,  1'humaine  nature, 
Pour  1'affranchir  il  voulut  l'6clairer, 
Et  la  vertu,  pour  se  faire  adorer, 
De  Benjamin  emprunta  la  figure." 

At  the  third  glass,  the  Viscount 
d'Houdetot  sang : 


"  Guillaume  Tell  fut  brave,  mais  sauvage  ; 
J'estime  plus  notre  cher  Benjamin  ; 
De  l'Ani6rique  en  fixant  le  destin, 
A  table  il  rit,  et  c'est  1&  le  vrai  sage." 

At  the  fourth,  the  Viscountess  sang  : 

"  Je  dis  aussi,  vive  Philadelphie  ! 

L'ind6pendance  a  de  quoi  me  tenter  ; 
Dans  ce  pays  je  voudrais  habiter, 
Quoiqu'il  n'y  ait  ni  bal  ni  com^die." 

At  the  fifth,  Madame  de  Pernan  : 

u  Tous   nos    enfants    apprendront    de    leurs 

mSres 

A  vous  aimer,  vous  croire  et  vous  b6nir ; 
Vous  enseignez  ce  qui  peut  r6unir 
Tous  les  humains  dans  les  bras  d'un  seul 

PSre." 

At  the  sixth,  Count  de  Tressan  : 

"  Vive  Sanoy  !  C'est  ma  Philadelphie 
Lorsque  j'y  vois  son  cher  16gislateur  ; 
J'y  rajeunis  dans  le  sein  du  bonheur, 
J'y  ris,  j'y  bois,  et  j'6coute  Sophie." 

At  the  seventh,  the  Count  d'Apche : 

14  Pour  soutenir  cette  charte  sacrfie 
Qu'Edouard  accorda  aux  Anglais, 
Je  sens  qu'il  n'est  de  chevalier  Fran9ais 
Qui  ne  d6sire  employer  son  6p6e." 

Dinner  being  ended,  Dr.  Franklin 
was  led  by  the  Countess,  accompanied 
by  the  whole  family,  into  the  gardens 
of  Sanoy,  where,  under  a  rural  arbor, 
he  was  presented  by  the  gardener 
with  a  Virginia  locust  tree,  which,  at 
the  request  of  the  company,  he  plant 
ed  with  his  own  hands.  The  Countess 
at  the  same  time  repeated  the  follow 
ing  verses,  which  have  been  engraven 
on  a  marble  pillar  in  the  neighborhood 
of  that  tree. 

"  Arbre  sacr6,  durable  monument 

Du  s6jour  qu'en  ces  lieux  a  daign6  faire  un 

sage, 

De  ces  jardins  devenu  1'ornement, 
Recevez-y  le  juste  hommage 
De  nos  voeux  et  de  notre  encens  ; 
Et  puissiez-vous  dans  tous  les  ages, 
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DCCCCLIX. 

TO    JOHN    ADAMS. 

PASSY,  29  April,  1781. 

I  enclose  you  extracts  of  two  letters  ministerial, 
found  in  the  same  packet  with  the  former,  written  in 
the  fond  belief  that  the  States  were  on  the  point  of 
submitting,  and  cautioning  the  commissioners  for 
peace  not  to  promise  too  much  respecting  the  future 
constitutions.  They  are  indeed  cautiously  worded, 
but  easily  understood,  when  explained  by  two  court 
maxims  or  assertions,  the  one  of  Lord  Granville's, 
late  President  of  the  Council,  that  the  king  is  the 
legislator  of  the  colonies  ;  the  other  of  the  present 
Chancellor,  when  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
the  Quebec  constitution  was  the  only  proper  constitution 
for  colonies,  ought  to  have  been  given  to  them  all  when 
first  planted,  and  what  all  ought  now  to  be  reduced  to. 
We  may  hence  see  the  danger  of  listening  to  any  of 
their  deceitful  propositions,  though  piqued  by  the 
negligence  of  some  of  those  European  powers,  who 
will  be  much  benefited  by  our  revolution.  I  have 
honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  the 
humble  servant,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

A  jamais  respect6  du  temps,  Tandis  qu'il  d6truisait  des  maux 

Vivre  autant   que  son  nom,  ses  lois  et  ses        Pour  la  terre  encore  plus  &  plaindre." 

6   .     p.  whole  company   to  his  carriage,  and, 

'  *"  "  """"  before  the  d°°r  WaS  shut'  the  ^OUntCSS 


Elevant  sa  t'ige  naissante  pronounced  the  following  complimen- 

Au  dessus  du  st6nle  ormeau,  tary  verses  composed  by  herself  : 

Par  sa  fleur  pdoriterante, 

Parfume  1'air  de  cet  heureux  hameau.  "  L6gislateur  d'un  mode,  et  bienfaiteur  des 

La  f  oudre  ne  pourra  1'atteindre,  deux, 

Elle  respectera  son  faite  et  ses  rameaux  ;  L'homme  dans  tous  les  temps  te  devra  ses 

Franklin    nous    enseigna    par    ses    heureux  hommages  ; 

travaux  Et  je  m'acquitte  dans  ces  lieux 

A  la  diriger  ou  &  1'eteindre,  De  la  dette  de  tous  les  ages." 
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DCCCCLX. 

TO    THE    MARQUIS    TURGOT. 

PASSY,  i  May,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  did  intend,  when  in  London,  to  have  pub 
lished  a  pamphlet  describing  the  new  stove  you  men 
tion,  and  for  that  purpose  had  a  plate  engraved,  of 
which  I  send  you  an  impression.  But  I  have  since 
been  too  much  engaged  in  affairs  to  execute  that  in 
tention.  Its  principle  is  that  of  a  siphon  reversed, 
operating  on  air  in  a  manner  somewhat  similar  to  the 
operation  of  the  common  siphon  on  water.  The  fun 
nel  of  the  chimney  is  the  longer  leg,  the  vase  is  the 
shorter ;  and  as  in  the  common  siphon  the  weight  of 
water  in  the  longer  leg  is  greater  than  that  in  the 
shorter  leg,  and  thus  in  descending  permits  the  water 
in  the  shorter  leg  to  rise  by  the  pressure  of  the  atmos 
phere  ;  so  in  this  aerial  siphon  the  levity  of  the  air  in 
the  longer  leg  being  greater  than  that  in  the  shorter, 
it  rises  and  permits  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  to 
force  that  in  the  shorter  to  descend.  This  causes  the 
smoke  to  descend  also,  and  in  passing  through  burn 
ing  coals  it  is  kindled  into  flame,  thereby  heating 
more  the  passages  in  the 'iron  box  whereon  the  vase 
which  contains  the  coals  is  placed,  and  retarding  at 
the  same  time  the  consumption  of  the  coals. 

On  the  left  hand  of  the  engraving  you  see  the  ma 
chine  put  together  and  placed  in  a  niche  built  for  it 
in  a  common  chimney.  On  the  right  hand  the  parts 
(except  the  vase)  are  shown  separately.  If  you 
should  desire  a  more  particular  explanation,  I  will 
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give  it  to  you  viva  voce  whenever  you  please.  I  think 
with  you  that  it  is  capable  of  being  used  to  advantage 
in  our  kitchens,  if  one  could  overcome  the  repugnance 
of  cooks  to  the  using  of  new  instruments  and  new 
methods.  With  great  respect, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLXI. 

TO    CHARLES    F.   DUMAS. 

PASSY,  4  May,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — It  is  so  long  since  I  heard  from  you, 
that  I  begin  to  fear  you  are  ill.  Pray  write  to  me, 
and  let  me  know  the  state  of  your  health.  I  enclose 
Morgan's  account  of  his  engagement  with  Tarleton. 
If  he  has  not  already  received  it,  it  may  be  agreeable 
to  our  friend  the  gazetteer  of  Leyden.  Every  thing 
goes  well  here,  and  I  am  ever,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLXII. 

FROM    MISS   GEORGIANA  SHIPLEY. 

LONDON,  6  May,  1781. 

Your  dear,  delightful  letter  made  me  most  happy,  particu 
larly  your  account  of  yourself,  as  it  proves  that  you  are  in 
good  spirits,  and  pleased  with  your  present  situation.  Your 
"  Dialogue  with  the  Gout  "  is  written  with  your  own  cheer 
ful  pleasantry,  and  "  La  belle  et  la  mauvaise  Jambe  "  recalls 
to  my  mind  those  happy  hours  we  once  passed  in  your 
society,  where  we  were  never  amused  without  learning  some 
useful  truth,  and  where  I  first  acquired  a  taste  pour  la  conver 
sation  badinante  et  rtfle'chie. 
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It  is  long  since  I  have  written  to  my  ever  valued  friend ; 
but  the  difficulty  I  find  in  conveying  my  letters  safe  to  Passy 
is  the  only  motive  for  my  silence.  Strange,  that  I  should 
be  under  the  necessity  of  concealing  from  the  world  a  cor 
respondence  which  it  is  the  pride  and  glory  of  my  heart  to 
maintain. 

We  have  spent  three  months  in  London,  but  leave  it  to 
morrow,  that  we  may  enjoy  the  beauties  of  a  late  spring  at 
Twyford.  My  father  grows  every  year  fonder  of  that  peace 
ful  retirement ;  having  found  his  endeavors  to  serve  his 
country  ineffectual,  he  yields  to  a  torrent  which  it  is  no 
longer  in  his  power  to  control.  I  will  confess  that  although 
I  love  reading  and  drawing  sufficiently  never  to  want  amuse 
ment  in  the  country,  yet  I  have  some  few  friends  in  town 
from  whom  I  shall  part  with  regret.  We  live  very  little  in 
public,  but  a  great  deal  with  small  private  societies.  They 
are  the  charm  of  life. 

I  have  inquired  after  Mr.  Small,  but  hitherto  my  inquiries 
have  proved  unsuccessful.  Sir  John  Pringle  has  left  London, 
and  is  gone  to  reside  wholly  in  Scotland.  I  fear  he  is  much 
straitened  in  his  circumstances  ;  he  looks  ill,  and  is  vastly 
changed  from  what  you  remember  him.  Dr.  Priestley  is  now 
on  a  short  visit  to  his  friends  in  town.  I  find  he  is  settled 
much  to  his  satisfaction  at  Birmingham,  where  he  has  the 
care  of  a  pretty  numerous  congregation.  Good  Dr.  Price 
calls  on  us  often,  and  gives  us  hopes  of  a  visit  to  Twyford. 
We  value  him  no  less  on  his  own  account,  than  for  his  steady 
attachment  to  our  respectable  friend. 

The  first  opportunity  we  have  of  sending  a  parcel  to  Paris, 
you  may  expect  all  our  shades.  You  flatter  us  vastly  by 
desiring  them,  as  well  as  by  every  expression  of  esteem  and 
affection  for  a  family  who  know  how  to  value  your  praise. 
Mr.  Jones  has  undertaken  the  care  of  this  letter.  I  feel 
grateful  to  him  for  giving  me  an  opportunity  of  assuring  you 
how  much  I  do  and  ever  shall  continue  to  love  you. 

GEORGIANA  SHIPLEY. 
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DCCCCLXIII. 

TO    COURT    DE    GEBELIN,    PARIS.1 

PASSY,  7  May,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  am  glad  the  little  book  2  proved  ac 
ceptable.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  intended  for  a 
grammar  to  teach  the  language.  It  is  rather  what 
we  call  in  English  a  spelling  book,  in  which  the  only 
method  observed  is  to  arrange  the  words  according 
to  their  number  of  syllables,  placing  those  of  one 
syllable  together,  then  those  of  two  syllables,  and  so 
on.  And  it  is  to  be  observed  that  Sa  ki  ma,  for  in 
stance,  is  not  three  words,  but  one  word  of  three 
syllables  ;  and  the  reason  that  hyphens  are  not  placed 
between  the  syllables  is  that  the  printer  had  not 
enough  of  them. 

As  the  Indians  had  no  letters,  they  had  no  orthog 
raphy.  The  Delaware  language  being  differently 
spelt  from  the  Virginian  may  not  always  arise  from  a 
difference  in  the  language,  for  strangers  who  learn 
the  language  of  an  Indian  nation,  finding  no  orthog 
raphy,  are  at  liberty  in  writing  the  language  to  use 
such  compositions  of  letters  as  they  think  will  best 
produce  the  sounds  of  the  words.  I  have  observed 

1  Antoine  Court  de  Gebelin,  born  animal  magnetism.  He  died  at  Paris, 
at  Nismes,  in  1725,  of  a  Protestant  May  13,  1784.  His  great  work  is  en- 
family,  became  a  minister  in  that  com-  titled  "Monde  Primitif,  analyse  et 
munion,  first  in  the  Cevennes,  and  compare  avec  le  Monde  Moderne," 
next  at  Lausanne,  which,  however,  he  nine  volumes  in  quarto.  On  quitting 
quitted,  together  with  the  clerical  Switzerland  he  gave  to  his  sister  the 
function,  for  the  profession  of  letters  principal  part  of  his  patrimony,  re- 
at  Paris,  where  he  acquired  considera-  serving  little  for  himself,  and  depend- 
ble  reputation  as  an  antiquary  and  ing  for  a  maintenance  upon  the  exer- 
philologist,  and  was  appointed  to  su-  cise  of  his  talents, 
perintend  one  of  the  museums.  He  2  A  vocabulary  of  the  language  of 
lost  much  of  his  popularity,  however,  one  of  the  Indian  tribes  of  North 
by  his  enthusiastic  championship  of  America. 
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that  our  Europeans  of  different  nations,  who  learn 
the  same  Indian  language,  form  each  his  own  orthog 
raphy  according  to  the  usual  sounds  given  to  the 
letters  in  his  own  language.  Thus  the  same  words 
of  the  Mohawk  language  written  by  an  English,  a 
French,  and  a  German  interpreter,  often  differ  very 
much  in  the  spelling  ;  and,  without  knowing  the 
usual  powers  of  the  letters  in  the  language  of  the 
interpreter,  one  cannot  come  at  the  pronunciation  of 
the  Indian  words.  The  spelling  book  in  question 
was,  I  think,  written  by  a  German. 

You  mention  a  Virginian  Bible.  Is  it  not  the  Bible 
of  the  Massachusetts  language,  translated  by  Eliot, 
and  printed  in  New  England  about  the  middle  of  the 
last  century  ?  I  know  this  Bible,  but  have  never 
heard  of  the  one  in  the  Virginian  language.  Your 
observations  of  the  similitude  between  many  of  the 
words,  and  those  of  the  ancient  world,  are  indeed 
very  curious. 

This  inscription,  which  you  find  to  be  Phoenician, 
is,  I  think,  near  Taunton  (not  Janston,  as  you  write 
it).  There  is  some  account  of  it  in  the  old  Philo 
sophical  Transactions.  I  have  never  been  at  the 
place,  but  shall  be  glad  to  see  your  remarks  on  it. 

The  compass  appears  to  have  been  long  known  in 
China,  before  it  was  known  in  Europe  ;  unless  we 
suppose  it  known  to  Homer,  who  makes  the  prince 
that  lent  ships  to  Ulysses  boast  that  they  had  a  spirit 
in  them,  by  whose  directions  they  could  find  their  way 
in  a  cloudy  day,  or  the  darkest  night.  If  any  Phoeni 
cians  arrived  in  America,  I  should  rather  think  it  was 
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not  by  the  accident  of  a  storm,  but  in  the  course  of 
their  long  and  adventurous  voyages  ;  and  that  they 
coasted  from  Denmark  and  Norway,  over  to  Green 
land,  and  down  southward  by  Newfoundland,  Nova 
Scotia,  etc.,  to  New  England  ;  as  the  Danes  them 
selves  certainly  did  some  ages  before  Columbus. 

Our  new  American  Society  will  be  happy  in  the 
correspondence  you  mention,  and  when  it  is  possible 
for  me,  I  shall  be  glad  to  attend  the  meetings  of  your 
Society,1  which,  I  am  sure,  must  be  very  instructive. 
With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLXIV. 

TO    THE    MARQUIS    DE    LAFAYETTE. 

PASSY,  14  May,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — You  are  a  very  good  correspondent, 
which  I  do  not  deserve,  as  I  am  a  bad  one.  The 
truth  is,  I  have  too  much  business  upon  my  hands,  a 
great  deal  of  it  foreign  to  my  function  as  a  minister, 
which  interferes  with  my  writing  regularly  to  my 
friends.  But  I  am,  nevertheless,  extremely  sensible 
of  your  kindness  in  sending  me  such  frequent  and 
full  intelligence  of  the  state  of  affairs  on  your  side  of 
the  water,  and  in  letting  me  see  by  your  letters  that 
your  health  continues,  as  well  as  your  zeal  for  our 
cause  and  country. 

I  hope  that  by  this  time  the  ship  which  has  the 
honor  of  bearing  your  name  is  safely  arrived.  She 

J  L'Academie  des  Inscriptions  et  Belles  Lettres^ 
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carries  clothing  for  nearly  twenty  thousand  men,  with 
arms,  ammunition,  etc.,  which  will  supply  some  of 
your  wants  ;  and  Colonel  Laurens  will  bring  a  con 
siderable  addition,  if  Providence  favors  his  passage. 
You  will  receive  from  him  the  particulars,  which 
makes  my  writing  more  fully  by  him  unnecessary. 

You  mention  my  having  enemies  in  America.  You 
are  luckier,  for  I  think  you  have  none  here,  nor  any 
where.  Your  friends  have  heard  of  your  being  gone 
against  the  traitor  Arnold,  and  are  anxious  to  hear  of 
your  success,  and  that  you  have  brought  him  to  pun 
ishment.  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  his 
agent  in  England,  captured  by  one  of  our  cruisers, 
and  by  which  the  price  or  reward  he  received  for  his 
treachery  may  be  guessed  at.  Judas  sold  only  one 
man,  Arnold  three  millions.  Judas  got  for  his  one 
man  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  Arnold  not  a  halfpenny  a 
head.  A  miserable  bargain  !  especially  when  one 
considers  the  quantity  of  infamy  he  has  acquired  to 
himself  and  entailed  on  his  family.1 

The  English  are  in  a  fair  way  of  gaining  still  more 
enemies  ;  they  play  a  desperate  game.  Fortune  may 
favor  them,  as  it  sometimes  does  a  drunken  dicer  ; 
but  by  their  tyranny  in  the  East,  they  have  at  length 
roused  the  powers  there  against  them,  and  I  do  not 
know  that  they  have  in  the  West  a  single  friend.  If 
they  lose  their  India  commerce  (which  is  one  of  their 

1  The   letter  here   referred   to  was  stocks.     This  was  supposed  to  be  the 

from  a  banker  in  London  to  General  money  paid  to  Arnold  as  the  reward 

Arnold,  stating  that  he  had  received  of  his   treachery.     After   the   war,    a 

from  him  bills  to  the  amount  of  five  pension  was  likewise  granted  to  each 

thousand  pounds  sterling,   which  the  of  his  children.     The  banker's  letter 

banker  said  he  had  invested  in   the  will  be  found  on  page  237. — EDITOR. 
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present  great  supports),  and  one  battle  at  sea,  their 
credit  is  gone,  and  their  power  follows.  Thus  em 
pires,  by  pride,  folly,  and  extravagance,  ruin  them 
selves  like  individuals.  M.  de  la  Motte-Piquet  has 
snatched  from  between  their  teeth  a  good  deal  of 
their  West  India  prey,  having  taken  twenty-two  sail 
of  their  homeward-bound  prizes.  One  of  our  Amer 
ican  privateers  has  taken  two  more,  and  brought  them 
into  Brest,  and  two  were  burnt  ;  there  were  thirty- 
four  in  company,  with  two  men-of-war  of  the  line  and 
two  frigates,  who  saved  themselves  by  flight,  but  we 
do  not  hear  of  their  being  yet  got  in. 

I  think  it  was  a  wise  measure  to  send  Colonel  Lau- 
rens  here,  who  could  speak  knowingly  of  the  state  of 
the  army.  It  has  been  attended  with  all  the  success 
that  perhaps  could  reasonably  be  expected,  though 
not  with  all  that  was  wished.  He  has  fully  justified 
your  character  of  him,  and  returns  thoroughly  pos 
sessed  of  my  esteem  ;  but  that  cannot  and  ought  not 
to  please  him  so  much  as  a  little  more  money  would 
have  done  for  his  beloved  army.  This  court  continues 
firm  and  steady  in  its  friendship,  and  does  every  thing 
it  can  for  us.  Can  we  not  do  a  little  more  for  our 
selves  ?  My  successor  (for  I  have  desired  the  Con 
gress  to  send  me  one)  will  find  it  in  the  best  disposi 
tion  towards  us,  and  I  hope  he  will  take  care  to  cul 
tivate  that  disposition.  You,  who  know  the  leading 
people  of  both  countries,  can  perhaps  judge  better 
than  any  member  of  Congress  of  a  person  suitable 
for  this  station. 

I  wish  you  may  be  in  a  way  to  'give  your  advice 
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when  the  matter  is  agitated  in  that  assembly.  I  have 
been  long  tired  of  the  trade  of  minister,  and  wished 
for  a  little  repose  before  I  went  to  sleep  for  good  and 
all.  I  thought  I  might  have  held  out  till  the  peace ; 
but,  as  that  seems  at  a  greater  distance  than  the  end 
of  my  days,  I  grow  impatient.  I  would  not,  however, 
quit  the  service  of  the  public,  if  I  did  not  sincerely 
think  that  it  would  be  easy  for  the  Congress,  with 
your  counsel,  to  find  a,  fitter  man.  God  bless  you, 
and  crown  all  your  labors  with  success.  With  the 
highest  regard  and  most  sincere  affection,  I  am,  dear 
sir,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


FROM  GEN'L  ARNOLD'S  AGENT  IN  LONDON/ 

PARLIAMENT  STREET,  30  January,   1781. 

SIR  : — I  am  honored  with  your  several  letters  enclosing 
bills  on  Harley  &  Drummond,  to  amount  of  .£5,000,  the 
receipt  of  which  I  have  regularly  by  packet  acknowledged. 
On  the  day  they  were  paid  I  invested  the  amount  in  the 
fund  you  mentioned,  and  it  was  a  very  favorable  time.  I 
flatter  myself  it  will  meet  your  approbation,  also  the  mode 
in  which  it  was  done. 

As  it  is  possible  some  directions  might  come  from  you  for 
disposing  of  the  money  in  some  other  mode,  I  thought  it 
might  not  be  so  advantageous  to  lock  it  up  totally,  as  it 
might  be  a  long  while  before  I  could  receive  a  power  from  you 
to  transfer,  had  I  put  it  in  your  name,  and  in  the  meantime 
the  dividends  could  not  be  received  for  your  use.  The  mode 
I  have  adopted  has  been  used  in  like  cases,  and  can  be  in 
stantly  altered  to  any  you  direct,  on  your  favoring  me  with 
a  letter. 

1  Endorsed  :   "  Letter  from  Arnold's      in  Franklin's  letter  to  Lafayette.    Su- 
agent,  which  shows  the  amount  of  his     pra  page  234. 
bribe."     This  is  the  letter  referred  to 
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The  account  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Bought  of  Samuel  and  William  Scholey,  stock  brokers,  for 
Major  General  Arnold,^  7,000,  stock  in  new  4  p.  cents  at  71  1-4 
.as  follows  : 

In  name  of  Major  General  Benedict  Arnold 
•£100  stock  at  71  1-4  new  4  p.  cents  consols  )    r      *ald 

5*900  stock  at  71  1-4-    «  [^4,987X0 

In  name  of  James  Meyrick,  Esqr. 

•Commission  paid  the  brokers          .         .         .         .  815 

Power  of  attorney  to  receive  dividends          .         .  i     6 

^4,996     6     6 
There  remains  therefore  ^3  13  6  of  the  ^5,000. 

Thus,  by  this  method,  if  I  receive  any  instructions  from 
you  for  employing  your  money  in  a  different  manner,  I 
can  sell  out  the  ^6,900  stock  and  dispose  of  your  money 
agreeable  to  your  directions  before  this  letter  reaches  you, 
and  if  it  is  your  wish  that  it  should  remain  in  the  fund,  it 
can  be  placed  under  your  [incomplete]. 


ARNOLD'S  PLOT. 

PHILADELPHIA,  12  October,  1780. 

The  late  providential  discovery  of  Arnold's  Plot, 
which  appears  to  have  been  a  considerable  time  in  agitation, 
has  induced  a  belief  that  Rodney  had  something  further  in 
view  than  merely  counteracting  the  design  of  the  Comte  de 
Guichen. 

In  a  controversy  and  revolution  such  as  this,  where  former 
friendships  and  intimacies  subsisted  between  the  contend 
ing  parties,  and  where  men  of  upright  intentions  took  differ 
ent  sides,  and  men  of  all  characters  were  engaged  in  the 
contest,  it  would  not  have  been  strange  nor  uncommon  if 
conspiracies  had  been  formed ;  but  to  the  honor  of  the 
American  army  ARNOLD  is  the  first,  and  it  is  believed  the 
•only  American  officer  who  has  during  this  war  entered  into 
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a  conspiracy  to  betray  his  country.  You  know  the  char 
acter  of  the  man :  he  was  brave  but  avaricious,  fond  of 
parade,  and  not  very  scrupulous  about  the  means  of  acquir 
ing  money  to  defray  the  expenses  of  it.  He  had  married  a 
young  woman  who  had  been  distinguished  by  General  Howe's 
Meschianzi  knights,  and  her  father  was  not  remarkable  for 
his  attachment  to  the  American  cause.  The  expensive 
manner  in  which  he  (Arnold)  lived  in  Philadelphia  reduced 
his  finances,  and  the  accounts  he  exhibited  against  the  public 
underwent  a  scrutiny  at  the  Board  of  Treasury,  not  much 
to  the  advantage  of  his  honor  and  honesty  ;  which,  joined  to  his 
disappointment  in  the  case  of  the  Active  and  the  result  of 
the  courts-martial  instituted  on  the  complaint  of  the  Coun 
cil  of  Pennsylvania,  soured  his  temper  and  rendered  him  a 
fit  object  for  Clinton's  views.  By  letters  found  among  his 
private  papers,  it  appears  that  Captain  Andr£,  one  of  Sir 
H.  Clinton's  aides,  had  commenced  a  correspondence  with 
Mrs.  Arnold  in  1779,  under  pretence  of  supplying  her  with 
millinery.  Whether  it  was  continued  till  it  was  ripened  into 
the  plot  of  betraying  West  Point  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  I  will  not  undertake  to  say  ;  but  that  the  scheme 
had  been  some  time  in  agitation  appears  evident  from  this : 
that  while  the  enemy  were  making  preparation  for  executing 
their  purpose,  and  giving  out  that  their  design  was  against 
Virginia,  the  same  reports  were  circulated  in  Lord  Corn- 
wallis'  camp  in  South  Carolina,  and  measures  were  taken  to 
make  us  believe  he  meant  to  second  the  expedition,  by  march 
ing  through  North  Carolina  and  forming  a  junction  with 
Sir  Henry  on  his  arrival  in  Virginia.  At  this  time  Rodney 
arrived  at  New  York,  and  it  is  conjectured  the  design  was,  as 
soon  as  they  had  gained  possession  of  West  Point  and  cut 
off  the  communication  between  the  Western  and  Southern 
States,  to  turn  their  whole  force  against  the  French  fleet  at 
Rhode  Island.  This,  it  is  true,  is  but  conjecture,  but  it  must 
be  confessed  the  object  was  great,  and  had  Rodney  suc 
ceeded,  he  would  have  finished  the  year  with  as  much  tclat 


240  THE  WORKS  OF  [1781 

as  he  began    it.      The  providential  discovery  of  the  plot, 
blasted  the  scheme  of  our  enemies. 

The  following  specimen  of  American  poetry  well  describes 
the  popular  feeling  on  the  occasion : 

ON    GENERAL    ARNOLD. 

At  freedom's  call,  see  Arnold  take  the  field, 

With  honor  blazon'd  on  his  patriot  shield  ; 

His  gallant  feats  a  dazzling  lustre  spread  ; 

And  circling  glories  beam'd  around  his  head. 

His  well-earned  praises  were  consigned  to  fame  ; 

And  fate  decreed  him  an  immortal  name, 

But  when,  estrang'd  from  freedom's  glorious  cause, 

Neglecting  honor  and  its  sacred  laws, 

Impell'd  by  motives  of  the  basest  kind, 

Which  mark  the  vicious,  mean,  degen'rate  mind, 

To  virtue  lost,  and  callous  to  disgrace, 

The  traitor  hiding  with  the  hero's  face, 

His  canker'd  heart  to  sordid  views  a  slave, 

To  mammon  yielding  all  that  freedom  gave, 

Enleagu'd  with  friends  of  that  detested  tribe, 

Whose  god  is  gold,  whose  savior  is  a  bribe, 

Could  basely  join,  his  country  to  betray, 

And  thus  restore  a  ruthless  tyrant's  sway, 

On  freedom's  sons  impose  the  galling  yoke, 

And  crush  each  foe  to  vice  beneath  the  stroke  ; 

Not  all  his  laurels  in  the  field  obtain'd, 

Not  that  which  Philip's  son  by  conquest  gain'd, 

Not  all  that  once  adorn'd  great  Caesar's  brow, 

Nor  all  that  Washington  may  challenge  now, 

Could  save  a  wretch,  whom  crimes  like  these  debase, 

So  far  beneath  the  rank  of  human  race. 

But  stung  with  keen  remorse,  his  guilty  soul 

In  vain  shall  seek  repose  from  pole  to  pole ; 

Perpetual  anguish  shall  torment  his  breast, 

And  hellish  demons  haunt  his  troubled  rest  ; 

Not  even  death  shall  shield  his  hated  name, 
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For  still  the  caitiff  shall  survive  to  fame, 
By  fate's  decree,  who  thus  pronounc'd  his  lot : 
"  Too  bad  to  die,  too  base  to  be  forgot ; 
Thy  crimes  succeeding  ages  shall  proclaim, 
And  Judas  be  forgot  in  Arnold's  name." 


DCCCCLXV. 

TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

PASSY,  14  May,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  your 
Excellency  pretty  fully  on  the  I2th  of  March,  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  refer.  Colonel  Laurens  arriving  soon 
after,  we  renewed  the  application  for  more  money. 

His  indefatigable  endeavors  have  brought  the  good 
dispositions  of  this  court  to  a  more  speedy  determina 
tion  of  making  an  addition,  than  could  well  have  been 
expected  so  soon  after  the  former  grant.  As  he  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  acquainting  you  personally 
with  all  the  particulars  of  importance,  a  circumstantial 
account  of  the  transaction  from  me  is  unnecessary. 
I  would  only  mention  that,  as  it  is  the  practice  here 
to  consider  early  in  the  year  the  probable  expenses 
of  the  campaign,  and  appropriate  the  revenues  to  the 
several  necessary  services,  all  subsequent  and  unex 
pected  demands  are  extremely  inconvenient  and  disa 
greeable,  as  they  cannot  be  answered  without  difficul 
ty,  occasion  much  embarrassment,  and  are  sometimes 
impracticable.  If,  therefore,  the  Congress  have  not 
on  this  occasion  obtained  all  they  wished,  they  will 
impute  it  to  the  right  cause,  and  not  suppose  a  want 
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of  good-will  in  our  friends,  who  indeed  are  such,  most 
firmly  and  sincerely. 

The  whole  supply  for  the  current  year  now  amounts 
to  twenty  millions  ;  but  out  of  this  are  to  be  paid  your 
usual  drafts  for  interest  money,  those  in  favor  of  M. 
de  Beaumarchais,  and  those  heretofore  drawn  on  Mr. 
Jay  and  Mr.  Laurens,  which  I  have  already  either  paid 
or  engaged  for,  with  the  support  of  your  several  min 
isters,  etc.,  etc.;  which  I  mention,  that  the  Congress 
may  avoid  embarrassing  my  successor  with  drafts, 
which  perhaps  he  may  not  have  the  means  in  his  hands 
of  honoring.  Besides  paying  the  second  year's  salaries 
of  Messrs.  Adams  and  Dana,  Jay  and  Carmichael,  I 
have  furnished  Mr.  Dana  with  fifteen  hundred  pounds 
sterling  credit  on  St.  Petersburg,  for  which  place  I  sup 
pose  he  is  now  on  his  way. 

You  will  receive  from  Holland  advices  of  the  late 
declaration  of  that  court,  with  regard  to  the  English 
refusal  of  its  mediation,  and  of  the  assistance  requested 
by  the  States-General.  I  hope  Mr.  Dana  will  find  it 
well  disposed  towards  us. 

I  have  received  no  answer  yet  to  my  letters  relating 
to  the  proposed  mode  of  lodging  funds  here,  by  sup 
plying  the  French  fleet  and  army.  Having  as  yet 
heard  nothing  of  Colonel  Palfrey,  and  it  being  now 
more  than  four  months  since  he  sailed,  there  is  great 
reason  to  fear  he  may  be  lost.  If  that  should  un 
happily  be  the  case,  the  Congress  cannot  too  soon 
appoint  another  consul,  such  an  officer  being  really 
necessary  here.  Your  Minister  Plenipotentiary  has 
hitherto  had  all  that  sort  of  business  upon  his  hands ; 
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and,  as  I  do  not  now  speak  for  myself,  I  may  speak 
more  freely.  I  think  he  should  be  freed  from  the 
burden  of  such  affairs,  from  all  concerns  in  making 
contracts  for  furnishing  supplies,  and  from  all  your 
bill  of  exchange  business,  etc.,  etc.,  that  he  may  be 
more  at  liberty  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  political 
function. 

The  prisoners  in  England  are  increasing  by  the  late 
practice  of  sending  our  people  from  New  York,  and 
the  refusal  of  the  English  admiralty  to  exchange  any 
Americans  for  Englishmen  not  taken  by  American 
armed  vessels.  I  would  mention  it  for  the  considera 
tion  of  Congress,  whether  it  may  not  be  well  to  set 
apart  five  or  six  hundred  English  prisoners,  and  refuse 
them  all  exchange  in  America,  but  for  our  countrymen 
now  confined  in  England. 

Agreeably  to  the  vote  of  Congress,  and  your  Ex 
cellency's  letter  of  the  4th  of  January,  I  have  requested 
the  assistance  of  this  court  for  obtaining  the  release 
of  Mr.  President  Laurens.  It  does  not  yet  appear 
that  the  thing  is  practicable.  What  the  present  situa 
tion  is  of  that  unfortunate  gentleman,  may  be  gathered 
from  the  enclosed  letters.1 

I  hope  the  Alliance,  with  the  ship  Marquis  de  La 
fayette  under  her  convoy,  is  by  this  time  arrived,  as 
they  sailed  the  27th  of  March.  I  flatter  myself  that 
the  supplies  of  clothing,  etc.,  which  they  carry,  will  be 
found  good  of  the  kind,  and  well  bought.  I  have  by 
several  late  opportunities  sent  copies  of  the  govern- 

1  The  reference  here  is  to  the  letters       Vernon.     See   Letters,   Supra,    Nov. 
of  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  and  Mr.  Charles       20,  and  Nov.  27,  1780. 
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ment  letters  taken  in  the  New  York  packet.  Your 
Excellency  will  see  that  they  are  written  in  the  per 
fect  persuasion  of  our  submitting  speedily,  and  that 
the  Commissioners  are  cautioned  not  to  promise  too 
much,  with  regard  to  the  future  constitutions  to  be 
given  us,  as  many  changes  of  the  old  may  be  neces 
sary,  etc.  One  cannot  read  those  letters  from  the 
American  Secretary  of  State,  and  his  under-secretary, 
Knox,  without  a  variety  of  reflections  on  the  state  we 
should  necessarily  be  in,  if  obliged  to  make  the  sub 
mission  they  so  fondly  hope  for,  but  which  I  trust  in 
God  they  will  never  see.  Their  affairs  in  the  East 
Indies,  by  the  late  accounts,  grow  worse  and  worse  ; 
and  twenty-two  ships  of  the  prey  they  made  in  the 
West  are  wrenched  out  of  their  jaws  by  the  squadron 
of  M.  de  la  Motte-Piquet. 

I  mentioned  in  a  former  letter,  my  purpose  of  re 
maining  here  for  some  time  after  I  should  be  super 
seded.  I  mean  it  with  the  permission  of  Congress, 
and  on  the  supposition  of  no  orders  being  sent  me  to 
the  contrary ;  and  I  hope  it  will  be  so  understood. 
With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLXVI. 

TO    SAMUEL    COOPER. 

PASSY,  15  May,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  your  kind  letter  of  Febru 
ary  ist,  by  Colonel  Johonnot.  Your  sentiments  of 
the  present  state  of  our  affairs  appear  to  me  very 
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judicious,  and  I  am  much  obliged  by  your  free  com 
munication  of  them.  They  are  often  of  use  here  ;  for 
you  have  a  name  and  character  among  us  that  give 
weight  to  your  opinions. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  learn  that  your  new 
constitution  is  at  length  settled  with  so  great  a  degree 
of  unanimity  and  general  satisfaction.  It  seems  to 
me,  upon  the  whole,  an  excellent  one  ;  and  that  if  there 
are  some  particulars  that  one  might  have  wished  a 
little  different,  they  are  such  as  could  not  in  the  pres 
ent  state  of  things  have  been  well  obtained  otherwise 
than  they  are,  and,  if  by  experience  found  incon 
venient,  will  probably  be  changed  hereafter.  I  would 
only  mention  at  present  one  article,  that  of  mainte 
nance  for  the  clergy.  It  seems  to  me  that,  by  the 
constitution,  the  Quakers  may  be  obliged  to  pay  the 
tax  for  that  purpose.  But,  as  the  great  end  in  im 
posing  it  is  professedly  the  promotion  of  piety,  reli 
gion,  and  morality,  and  those  people  have  found  means 
of  securing  that  end  among  themselves  without  a  reg 
ular  clergy,  and  their  teachers  are  not  allowed  to  re 
ceive  money,  I  should  think  it  not  right  to  tax  them, 
and  give  the  money  to  the  teacher  of  the  parish  ;  but 
I  imagine  that,  in  the  laws  to  be  made  for  levying 
parish  taxes,  this  matter  may  be  regulated  to  their 
contentment 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  honor  done  me  by  the 
American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  in  choosing 
me  one  of  their  members.  I  wish  I  could  be  of  some 
utility  in  promoting  the  noble  design  of  their  institu 
tion.  Perhaps  I  may,  by  sending  them  from  time  to 
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time  some  of  the  best  publications  that  appear  here. 
I  shall  begin  to  make  a  collection  for  them. 

Your  excellent  sermon  gave  me  abundance  of  pleas 
ure,  and  is  much  admired  by  several  of  my  friends 
who  understand  English.  I  propose  to  get  it  trans 
lated  and  printed  at  Geneva,  at  the  end  of  a  transla 
tion  of  your  new  constitution.  Nothing  could  be  hap 
pier  than  your  choice  of  a  text,  and  your  application 
of  it.  It  was  not  necessary  in  New  England,  where 
everybody  reads  the  Bible,  and  is  acquainted  with 
Scripture  phrases,  that  you  should  note  the  texts  from 
which  you  took  them  ;  but  I  have  observed  in  Eng 
land,  as  well  as  in  France,  that  verses  and  expressions 
taken  from  the  sacred  writings,  and  not  known  to  be 
such,  appear  very  strange  and  awkward  to  some 
readers  ;  and  I  shall  therefore,  in  my  edition,  take 
the  liberty  of  marking  the  quoted  texts  in  the 
margin. 

I  know  not  whether  a  belly-full  has  been  given  to 
anybody  by  the  picking  of  my  bones,  but  picked  they 
now  are,  and  I  think  it  time  they  should  be  at  rest. 
I  am  taking  measures  to  obtain  that  rest  for  them  ; 
happy  if,  before  I  die,  I  can  find  a  few  days  abso 
lutely  at  my  own  disposal.  I  often  form  pleasing 
imaginations  of  the  pleasure  I  should  enjoy  as  a  private 
person  among  my  friends  and  compatriots  in  my  native 
Boston.  God  only  knows  whether  this  pleasure  is 
reserved  for  me.  With  the  greatest  and  most  sincere 
esteem,  I  am,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


1781]  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN.  247 

DCCCCLXVII. 

TO    FRANCIS    LEWIS. 

PASSY,  16  May,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor 
of  writing  to  me  the  ist  of  January.  The  bill  for 
four  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-four  Mexican 
dollars,  which  you  remitted  to  Mr.  Schweighauser, 
being  refused  payment  by  Mr.  Jay,  for  want  of  a  reg 
ular  endorsement  by  Mr.  Laurens,  in  whose  favor  it 
was  drawn,  and  which  endorsement  could  not  now  be 
obtained,  Mr.  Schweighauser  applied  to  me,  inform 
ing  me  that  he  should  not  send  the  things  ordered  by 
your  Board,  unless  the  bill  was  paid  ;  and  it  appearing 
on  the  face  of  the  bill  that  it  was  drawn  for  public 
service,  I  concluded  to  take  it  up,  on  which  he  has 
purchased  the  things  and  shipped  them.  Colonel 
Laurens  has  put  on  board  some  other  supplies  for  the 
army,  and  I  suppose  the  vessel  will  now  sail  directly. 

The  drafts  from  Congress  upon  me  for  various  ser 
vices,  and  those  on  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Laurens,  all 
coming  upon  me  for  payment,  together  with  the  ex 
penses  on  the  ships,  etc.,  etc.,  have  made  it  imprac 
ticable  for  me  to  advance  more  for  loading  fat  Active; 
but  as  we  have  obtained  lately  promises  of  a  consid 
erable  aid  for  this  year,  I  shall  now  try  what  I  can  do, 
as  the  money  comes  in,  towards  supplying  what  is 
demanded  in  the  invoice  you  mention.  You  will 
receive,  I  hope,  twenty-eight  cannon,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  powder  and  saltpetre,  by  the  ship  Mar 
quis  de  Lafayette.  I  have,  by  several  opportunities, 
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written  in  answer  to  your  questions  relative  to  the 
ship  Alliance.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 
P.  S. — Please  to  present  my  respects  to  the  Board. 


DCCCCLXVIII. 

TO    JOHN    ADAMS. 

PASSY,  19  May,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  have  with  you  no  doubt  that  America  will 
be  easily  able  to  pay  off  not  only  the  interest,  but  the 
principal,  of  all  the  debt  she  may  contract  in  this  war. 
But  whether  duties  upon  her  exports  will  be  the  best 
method  of  doing  it,  is  a  question  I  am  not  so  clear 
in.  England  raised  indeed  a  great  revenue  by  duties 
on  tobacco.  But  it  was  by  virtue  of  a  prohibition  of 
foreign  tobaccos,  and  thereby  obliging  the  internal 
consumer  to  pay  those  duties.  If  America  were  to 
lay  a  duty  of  five  pence  sterling  a  pound  on  the  ex 
portation  of  her  tobacco,  would  any  European  nation 
buy  it  ?  Would  not  the  colonies  of  Spain  and  Portu 
gal,  and  the  Ukraine  of  Russia  furnish  it  much 
cheaper  ?  Was  not  England  herself  obliged,  for  such 
reasons,  to  drop  the  duty  on  tobacco  she  furnished  to 
France  ?  Would  it  not  cost  an  immense  sum  in 
officers,  etc.,  to  guard  our  long  coast  against  smug 
gling  of  tobacco,  and  running  it  out  to  avoid  a  duty  ? 
And  would  not  many  even  of  those  officers  be  cor 
rupted  and  connive  at  it  ?  It  is  possibly  an  errone 
ous  opinion,  but  I  find  myself  rather  inclined  to  adopt 
that  modern  one,  which  supposes  it  best  for  every 
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country  to  leave  its  trade  entirely  free  from  all  in- 
cumbrances.  Perhaps  no  country  does  this  at  pres 
ent.  Holland  comes  the  nearest  to  it ;  and  her  com 
mercial  wealth  seems  to  have  increased  in  proportion. 
Your  Excellency  has  done  me  the  honor  of  an 
nouncing  to  me  your  appointment.  I  hope  soon  to 
return  the  compliment  by  informing  you  of  my  de 
mission.  I  find  the  various  employments  of  mer 
chant,  banker,  judge  of  admiralty,  consul,  etc.,  etc., 
besides  my  ministerial  function,  too  multifarious  and 
too  heavy  for  my  old  shoulders  ;  and  have  therefore 
requested  Congress  that  I  may  be  relieved  ;  for  in 
this  point  I  agree  even  with  my  enemies,  that  an 
other  may  easily  be  found  who  can  better  execute 
them.  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLXIX. 

FROM   COUNT  DE    VERGENNES. 

VERSAILLES,  8  June,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  me  on  the  4th  instant.  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr. 
Laurens  has  purchased  the  clothing  in  Holland  on  account 
of  Congress  ;  I  only  know  (and  you  were  likewise  informed 
of  it  at  the  same  time)  that  this  officer  was  to  employ  for  his 
purchases  in  France  part  of  the  six  millions  which  the  king 
has  granted  to  Congress,  and  that  the  residue  of  this  sum 
was  intended  to  be  sent  to  America,  with  a  view  of  reestab 
lishing  the  credit  of  the  United  States. 

If  Mr.  Laurens,  instead  of  paying  ready  money  in  Hol 
land,  has  contented  himself  with  giving  bills  on  you,  I  have 
no  concern  in  it,  and  the  king  can  furnish  no  means  for  your 
reimbursement. 

As  to  the  moneys  arising  from  the  loan  opened  in  Hoi- 
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land,  we  have  no  pretensions  to  regulate  the  employment 
of  them,  as  they  belong  to  the  United  States.  You  must, 
therefore,  sir,  apply  to  Congress  for  the  power  of  disposing 
of  them,  in  discharge  of  the  drafts  drawn  on  you  from  all 
quarters.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

DE  VERGENNES. 


DCCCCLXX. 

TO    MESSRS.  D.    WENDORP  AND    THOMAS    HOPE  HEYHGER. 

PASSY,  8  June,  1781. 

GENTLEMEN  : — I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  of  writing  to  me  on  the  3ist  past,  relating  to 
your  ship,  supposed  to  be  retaken  from  the  English 
by  an  American  privateer,  and  carried  into  Morlaix. 
I  apprehend  that  you  have  been  misinformed,  as  I  do 
not  know  of  any  American  privateer  at  present  in 
these  seas.  I  have  the  same  sentiments  with  you  of 
the  injustice  of  the  English,  in  their  treatment  of 
your  nation.  They  seem  at  present  to  have  re 
nounced  all  pretension  to  any  other  honor  than  that 
of  being  the  first  piratical  state  in  the  world.  There 
are  three  employments  which  I  wish  the  law  of  na 
tions  would  protect,  so  that  they  should  never  be 
molested  or  interrupted  by  enemies  even  in  time  of 
war  :  I  mean  farmers,  fishermen,  and  merchants  ;  be 
cause  their  employments  are  not  only  innocent,  but 
for  the  common  subsistence  and  benefit  of  the  human 
species  in  general.  As  men  grow  more  enlightened, 
we  may  hope  that  this  will  in  time  be  the  case.  Till 
then  we  must  submit,  as  well  as  we  can,  to  the  evils 
we  cannot  remedy.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentle 
men,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 
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DCCCCLXXI. 

FROM    JOHN    LAURENS.1 

AT  SEA,  9  June,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — On  the  1st  instant  we  had  a  faint  breeze  that 
just  served  to  bring  us  to  sea,  where  we  have  been  languish 
ing  in  calms  and  buffeting  against  contrary  winds,  which  at 
one  time  were  so  violent  as  to  oblige  us  to  lie  to  till  yester 
day  morning,  when  a  favorable  change  took  place,  and  en 
abled  us  to  enter  the  ocean  at  a  convenient  distance  from 
Cape  Ortegal.  As  we  are  parting  with  the  Engageante, 
which  has  accompanied  us  thus  far,  and  returns  to  Corufia 
to  convoy  a  part  of  the  French  West  India  trade,  I  snatch 
a  moment  to  pay  my  last  respects  to  your  Excellency,  and 
to  mention  a  matter  which  has  occurred  to  me  since  my 
being  on  board. 

I  have  frequently  reflected  upon  the  mention  which  you 
have  made  of  retiring  from  your  present  important  station, 
and  have  never  varied  the  opinion  which  I  took  the  liberty 
of  giving  you  once  at  the  Count  de  Vergennes',  namely, 
that  the  best  arrangement  would  be  to  give  your  Excellency 
an  active,  intelligent  Secretary  of  the  Embassy,  who  might 
relieve  you  from  the  drudgery  of  office,  and  that  your  coun 
try  should  not  be  deprived  of  the  advantages  of  your  wis 
dom  and  influence.  The  difficulty  hitherto  has  been  to  find 
a  person  properly  qualified.  The  advantages  which  your 
grandson  derives  from  his  knowledge  of  the  language  and 

1  This  was  the  son  of  Henry  Lau-  not  long  in  discovering  it.  He  re- 
rens  of  South  Carolina,  who  assisted  turned  to  his  country  after  an  absence 
in  negotiating  the  peace  of  1783.  In  of  little  less  than  three  months.  He 
the  winter  of  1780  he  was  sent  out  to  rejoined  the  army,  was  present  at  the 
Paris  by  Congress  as  a  special  envoy  siege  of  Yorktown,  and  subsequently 
to  solicit  relief  for  the  immediate  and  joined  the  Southern  army  under  Gen- 
pressing  needs  of  the  army.  He  was  eral  Greene,  and  while  leading  an  ad- 
then  only  twenty-five  years  of  age.  vanced  party  against  some  British 
He  sailed  from  Boston  in  February,  marauders  received  a  wound  which 
1781,  and  arrived  in  Paris  on  the  igth  terminated  his  life  on  the  27th  of  Au- 
of  March  following.  He  had  scarcely  gust,  1782,  in  the  twenty-seventh  year 
the  maturity  and  experience  for  the  of  his  age.  He  was  a  gifted  man  and 
mission  he  had  undertaken,  and  was  a  national  loss. 
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manners  of  the  people,  and  his  having  been  so  long  in  your 
office  and  with  your  Excellency,  are  very  great.  The  preju 
dices  which  have  been  entertained  against  him  may  be 
removed  by  a  personal  introduction  to  Congress,  especially 
if  it  is  combined  with  rendering  a  popular  service.  I  take 
the  liberty  of  proposing  to  your  Excellency,  therefore,  if 
you  can  spare  Mr.  Franklin  for  the  purpose,  to  commit  to 
his  care  the  second  remittance  of  money,  and  to  hasten  his 
departure  with  that  and  such  of  the  public  supplies  of 
clothing  as  may  be  ready  to  accompany  it.  I  am  persuaded 
that,  in  public  bodies,  the  want  of  a  personal  acquaintance 
is  a  great  objection  to  appointing  a  man  to  any  important 
office. 

The  Engageantes  boat  demands  my  letter.  I  have  writ 
ten  in  the  greatest  haste  upon  a  subject  which  I  hope  you 
will  turn  to  public  utility.  I  renew  my  sincerest  and  ten- 
derest  wishes  for  your  health  and  prosperity.  I  entreat  a 
continuance  of  the  friendship  with  which  you  have  honored 
me,  and  am,  with  the  greatest  veneration,  etc., 

JOHN  LAURENS.1 

1  On  the  subject  of  the  above  letter,  me  to  assure  you  that  his  reputation 

Mr.   Jay  wrote   to   the    President   of  and  respectability  are  acknowledged 

Congress    from    Madrid,    as   follows,  and  have  weight  here,  and  that  I  have 

April  21,  1781  :  received  from  him  all  that  uniform  at- 

' '  By  the  letter  from  Doctor  Frank-  tention  and  aid  which  was  due  to  the 

lin,  herein  enclosed,  and  which  he  was  importance   of  the   affairs  committed 

so  obliging  as  to  leave  open  for  my  to  me. 

perusal,  I  find  he  has  requested  per-  "  The  affectionate  mention  he  makes 

mission  to  retire,   on  account  of  his  of  his  only  descendant,  on  whom  the 

age,    infirmities,    etc.      How   far  his  support  of  his  name  and  family  will 

health  may  be  impaired,  I  know  not.  devolve,    is    extremely   amiable,    and 

The  letters  I  have  received  from  him  flows  in  a  delicate  manner  from  that 

bear  no  marks  of  age,  and  there  is  an  virtuous     sensibility,    by    which    na- 

acuteness   and  sententious  brevity  in  ture    kindly   extends   the   benefits   of 

them  which  do  not  indicate  an  under-  parental  affection  to  a  period  beyond 

standing   injured   by   years.      I  have  the  limits  of  our  lives.     This  is  an  af- 

many   reasons   to   think   our   country  feeling  subject,  and  minds  susceptible 

much  indebted  to  him,  and  I  confess  of  the  finer  sensations  are  insensibly 

it  would  mortify  my  pride  as  an  Ameri-  led  at  least  to  wish  that  the  feelings 

can  if  his  constituents  should  be  the  of  an   ancient   patriot,    going  in   the 

only  people  to  whom  his  character  is  evening  of  a  long  life  really  devoted  to 

known,    that   should   deny  his   merit  the  public,  to  enjoy  repose  in  the  bo- 

and  services  the  testimony  given  them  som   of  philosophic   retirement,    may 

by  other  nations.     Justice  demands  of  be  gratified  by  seeing  some  little  sparks 
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DCCCCLXXII. 

TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

PASSY,  ii  June,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  have  lately  done  myself  the  honor  of  writ 
ing  largely  to  your  Excellency  by  divers  conveyances, 
to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer.  This  is  chiefly  to 
cover  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  just  received  from 
the  minister,  relative  to  the  disposition  of  the  late 
loans ;  by  which  will  be  seen  the  situation  I  am  in 
with  respect  to  my  acceptances  of  the  quantities  of 
bills  drawn  by  Congress  on  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Adams,  and  myself ;  which  I  entered  into  in  the 
expectation,  which  both  Colonel  Laurens  and  myself 
entertained,  that  a  part  of  these  loans  might  be  ap 
plied  to  the  payment  of  these  bills,  but  which  I  am 
now  told  cannot  be  done  without  an  express  order 
from  Congress. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  change  the  sentiments  of  the 
court  in  this  respect,  but  I  am  not  sure  of  succeeding. 
I  must  therefore  request  that  a  resolution  of  Congress 
may  immediately  be  sent,  empowering  me  to  apply 
as  much  of  those  loans  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the 
discharge  of  all  such  drafts  of  Congress,  or  for  the 
repayment  of  such  sums  as  I  may  in  the  meantime 

of  the  affection  of  his  country  rest  on  coast  of  Spain.     I  thank  you  for  the 

the  only  support  of  his  age  and  hope  friendly  hint  contained  in  it  respecting 

of  his  family.     Such  are  the  effusions  my   grandson  ;    I   see  that  what   you 

of  my  heart  on  this  occasion,   and  I  propose  for  him  might  have  a  good 

pour  them  into  yours  from  a  persua-  effect,  but  I  have  too  much  occasion 

sion  that  they  will  meet  with  a  hos-  for  his   assistance,   and  cannot  spare 

pitable  reception  from  congenial  emo-  him  to  make  the   voyage.     He  must 

tions."  take  his  chance,  and  I  hope  he  will  in 

In  reply  to  Colonel  Laurens'  letter,  time  obtain,  as  well  as  merit,  the  con- 

Dr.  Franklin  said  :   "  I  received  your  sideration    of     our    government."  — 

very  kind  letter  written  at  sea,  off  the  Passy,  November  8,   1781. 
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be  obliged  to  borrow  for  the  discharge  of  those  drafts. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLXXIII. 

TO    JOHN    ADAMS. 

PASSY,  ii  June,  1781. 

SIR  : — Mr.  Grand  has  communicated  to  me  a  letter 
from  your  Excellency  to  him,  relating  to  certain 
charges  in  your  account,  on  which  you  seem  to  desire 
to  have  my  opinion.  As  we  are  all  new  in  these 
matters,  I  consulted,  when  I  was  making  up  my  ac 
count,  one  of  the  oldest  foreign  ministers  here  as  to 
the  custom  in  such  cases.  He  informed  me  that  it 
was  not  perfectly  uniform  with  the  ministers  of  all 
courts,  but  that  in  general,  where  a  salary  was  given 
for  service  and  expenses,  the  expenses  understood 
were  merely  those  necessary  to  the  man,  such  as 
housekeeping,  clothing,  and  coach  ;  but  that  the  rent 
of  the  hotel  in  which  he  dwelt,  the  payment  of  cou 
riers,  the  postage  of  letters,  the  salary  of  clerks,  the 
stationery  for  his  bureau,  with  the  feasts  and  illumi 
nations  made  on  public  occasions,  were  esteemed  the 
expenses  of  the  prince  or  state  that  appointed  him, 
being  for  the  service  or  honor  of  his  prince  or  nation, 
and  either  entirely,  or  in  great  part,  expenses  that, 
as  a  private  man,  he  would  have  been  under  no 
necessity  of  incurring.  These,  therefore,  were  to  be 
charged  in  his  accounts.  He  remarked,  it  was  true, 
that  the  minister's  housekeeping,  as  well  as  his  house, 
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was  usually,  and  in  some  sort  necessarily,  more  ex 
pensive  than  that  of  a  private  person  ;  but  this,  he 
said,  was  considered  in  his  salary  to  avoid  trouble  in 
accounts  ;  but  that,  where  the  prince  or  state  had  not 
purchased  or  built  a  house  for  their  minister,  which 
was  sometimes  the  case,  they  always  paid  his  house 
rent. 

I  have  stated  my  own  accounts  according  to  this 
information  ;  and  I  mention  them,  that,  if  they  seem 
to  you  reasonable,  we  may  be  uniform  in  our  charges, 
by  your  charging  in  the  same  manner ;  or,  if  objec 
tions  to  any  of  them  occur  to  you,  that  you  would 
communicate  them  to  me  for  the  same  reason. 

Thus  you  see  my  opinion  that  the  articles  you  men 
tion,  of  courtage,  commission,  and  port  de  lettres,  are 
expenses  that  ought  to  be  borne,  not  by  you,  but  by 
the  United  States.  Yet  it  seems  to  me  more  proper, 
that  you  should  pay  them  and  charge  them  with  the 
other  articles  above  mentioned,  than  that  they  should 
be  paid  by  me,  who,  not  knowing  the  circumstances, 
cannot  judge  (as  you  can)  of  the  truth  and  justice  of 
such  an  account  when  presented,  and  who,  besides, 
have  no  orders  to  pay  more  on  your  account  than 
your  net  salary. 

With  regard  to  that  salary,  though  your  receipts  to 
Fizeau  &  Grand,  shown  to  me,  might  be  quite  suf 
ficient  to  prove  they  had  paid  you  the  sums  therein 
mentioned,  yet,  as  there  are  vouchers  for  them,  and 
which  they  have  a  right  to  retain,  I  imagine  it  will  be 
clearest  if  you  draw  upon  me,  agreeably  to  the  order 
of  Congress ;  and,  if  this  is  quarterly,  it  will  be  the 
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most  convenient  to  me.     With  great  respect,  I  have 
the  honor,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN." 


DCCCCLXXIV. 

FROM   SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

PHILADELPHIA,  19  June,  1781. 

SIR: — You  will  receive,  herewith  enclosed,  a  letter  ad 
dressed  to  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  with  a  copy  of  the 
same  for  your  information  ;  also  a  commission  constituting 
yourself,  with  the  four  other  gentlemen  therein  named,  our 
ministers  for  negotiating  a  peace ;  also,  another  commission 
and  duplicate  authorizing  the  same  ministers  to  accept  of 
the  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany  and  Empress  of 
Russia,  in  one  of  which  the  Emperor  is  first  named,  and,  in 
the  other,  the  Empress,  to  be  made  use  of  as  circumstances 
shall  render  it  expedient.2 

I  have  also  herewith  enclosed  instructions  for  your  gov 
ernment,  in  addition  to  those  formerly  given  to  Mr.  Adams 
for  negotiating  peace.  A  letter,  in  answer  to  yours  of  the 
1 2th  of  March  last,  will  also  accompany  this.  You  will 
please  to  communicate  immediately  to  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr. 
Jay  the  receipt  of  these  important  despatches. 

Mr.  Secretary  Thomson  desires  you  would  be  so  good  as 
to  send  him  the  machine,  with  proper  directions,  to  be  used 
for  striking  copies  of  letters,  as  mentioned  in  yours  of  the 
I2th  of  March.  For  want  of  time  I  must  refer  you  to  Mr. 
Lovell's  despatches  for  American  intelligence  in  general. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON, 
President  of  Congress. 

1  For  Mr.  Adams'  answer   see  the          2  See     "  Diplomatic      Correspond- 
"  Diplomatic    Correspondence,"   vol.      ence,"  vol.  X.,  pp.  71-76. 
III.,  p.  238. 
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DCCCCLXXV. 

TO    WILLIAM     JACKSON.1 

PASSY,  28  June,  1781. 

SIR  : — Since  my  acceptance  of  your  bills,  I  have 
applied  to  the  ministry  for  more  money  to  discharge 
the  other  engagements  I  entered  into  for  payment  of 
the  Congress  bills  drawn  on  Holland  and  Spain.  I 
find  so  much  difficulty  and  even  impossibility  of  ob 
taining  it  at  this  time,  that  I  am  under  the  absolute 
necessity  of  stopping  the  cash  that  is  in  Holland,  or 
of  ruining  all  the  credit  of  the  States  in  Europe,  and 
even  in  America,  by  stopping  payment. 

This  is,  therefore,  to  order  that,  in  case  the  said 
cash  has  been  delivered  to  you  by  Messrs.  Fizeau  & 
Grand,  you  would  immediately  return  it  into  their 
hands  to  remain  there  at  my  disposal.  I  am  sorry 
that  this  operation  is  necessary,  but  it  must  be  done, 
or  the  consequences  will  be  terrible.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLXXVI. 

TO    DAVID      HARTLEY. 

PASSY,  30  June,  1781. 

I  received  my  dear  friend's  kind  letter  of  the  I5th 
instant,  and  immediately  communicated  your  request 
of  a  passport  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes.  His  an 
swer,  which  I  have  but  just  received,  expresses  an 

1  Mr.  Jackson  was  aide-de-camp  to  Holland,  with  instructions  to  superin- 

General    Lincoln,    and   accompanied  tend  the  shipment  of  money  and  goods 

Colonel    Laurens  to   France.     When  on  public  account  in  the  frigate  South 

Colonel  Laurens  left  Paris,  to  return  Carolina,  commanded  by  Commodore 

to  America,  he  sent  Mr.  Jackson  to  Gillon. 
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opinion  that  the  circumstance  of  his  granting  a  pass 
port  to  you,  as  you  mention  the  purpose  of  your  com 
ing  to  be  the  discoursing  with  me  on  the  subject  of 
peace,  might,  considering  your  character,  occasion 
many  inconvenient  reports  and  speculations;  but  that 
he  would  make  no  difficulty  of  giving  it,  if  you  as 
sured  me  that  you  were  authorized  for  such  purpose 
by  your  ministry,  which  he  does  not  think  at  all 
likely  ;  otherwise,  he  judges  it  best  that  I  should  not 
encourage  your  coming. 

Thus  it  seems  I  cannot  have  at  present  the  pleas 
ure  you  were  so  kind  as  to  propose  for  me.  I  can 
only  join  with  you  in  earnest  wishes  for  peace,  a  bless 
ing  which  I  shall  hardly  live  to  see.  With  the  great 
est  esteem  and  respect,  I  am  ever,  dear  sir, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLXXVII. 

TO    WILLIAM    JACKSON. 

PASSY,  5  July,  at  6  in  the  morning,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  have  this  instant  received  your  letter  of  the 
2d,  urging  the  delivery  of  the  money.  I  must  be 
short  in  my  reply,  as  your  express  waits. 

Colonel  Laurens,  indeed,  obtained  a  promise  of  ten 
millions,  to  be  raised  by  a  loan  in  Holland.  I  under 
stood,  while  he  was  here,  that  that  loan  was  in  train, 
and  that  the  million  and  a  half  to  be  sent  with  you 
was  a  part  of  it.  I  since  learn  that  nothing  has  yet 
been  obtained  in  Holland,  that  the  success  is  not  yet 
certain,  and  that  the  money  in  question  is  a  part  of 


1781]  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN.  259 

the  six  millions  I  had  obtained  before  his  arrival, 
upon  the  strength  of  which  I  accepted  the  bills  drawn 
on  his  father  and  on  Mr.  Jay,  and  without  which 
acceptances  the  Congress'  credit  in  America  would 
have  been  ruined,  and  a  loss  incurred  of  twenty  per 
cent,  upon  the  protests.  I  cannot  obtain  more  money 
here  at  present ;  and  those  bills,  being  accepted,  must 
be  paid,  as  well  as  those  I  accepted,  on  your  earnest 
request,  for  the  great  unexpected  purchase  you  made 
in  Holland. 

Colonel  Laurens  has  carried  two  million  and  a  half 
of  that  six  millions  with  him,  which  will  serve  till  the 
loan  in  Holland  produces  a  further  supply.  In  the 
meantime,  I  cannot  suffer  the  credit  of  our  country 
to  be  destroyed,  if,  by  detaining  this  money,  it  may 
be  saved.  And  if  I  were  to  consent  to  its  going, 
our  banker  would  be  obliged  to  arrest  great  part 
of  it  as  belonging  to  the  States,  he  being  in  advance 
for  them,  which  would  occasion  much  disagreeable 
noise,  and  very  ill  consequences  to  our  credit  in 
Europe. 

I  find  by  Mr.  Viemerange's  account  just  received, 
that  Mr.  Laurens'  orders  have  more  than  absorbed 
all  the  money  he  did  not  take  with  him.  I  applaud 
the  zeal  you  have  both  shown  in  the  affair ;  but  I  see 
that  nobody  cares  how  much  I  am  distressed,  pro 
vided  they  can  carry  their  own  points.  I  must,  there 
fore,  take  what  care  I  can  of  mine,  theirs  and  mine 
being  equally  intended  for  the  service  of  the  public. 
I  am  sorry  to  learn  that  the  vessel  is  detained  for  this 
express.  I  understood  by  your  last  that  she  waited 
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for  convoy.      I  heartily  wish  you  a  good  voyage,  and 
am,  with  great  esteem,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLXXVIII. 

TO    WILLIAM    JACKSON. 

PASSY,  5  July,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  by 
your  first  express,  this  morning  at  six  ;  answered  it, 
and  sent  him  away  immediately.  I  have  just  now 
received  your  second  express,  of  the  same  date,  in 
which  you  threaten  me  with  a  proceeding,  that  I 
apprehend  exceedingly  imprudent,  as  it  can  answer 
no  good  end  to  you,  must  occasion  much  scandal,  and 
be  thereby  very  prejudicial  to  the  affairs  of  the  Con 
gress. 

But  I  cannot,  therefore,  consent  to  suffer  their  bills, 
to  the  amount  of  more  than  a  million  accepted  and 
expected,  to  go  back  protested  for  want  of  this 
money.  I  have  nothing  to  change  in  the  answer 
above  mentioned.  You  will,  however,  follow  your 
own  judgment,  as  I  must  follow  mine ;  and  you  will 
take  upon  yourself  the  consequences.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

DCCCCLXXIX. 

TO    WILLIAM    JACKSON. 

PASSY,  6  July,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  received  and  answered  two  of  your  ex 
presses  yesterday  morning,  and  in  the  evening  I  re 
ceived  a  third  letter  from  you,  all  dated  the  2d  instant. 
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In  this  last  you  tell  me  "that  I  must  be  sensible  I 
cannot  have  the  disposal  of  the  money,  as  it  was  ob 
tained,  without  either  my  knowledge  or  concurrence, 
by  Colonel  Laurens,  appointed  special  minister  for 
that  purpose."  I  do  not  desire  to  diminish  the  merit 
of  Colonel  Laurens.  I  believe  he  would  have  been 
glad,  if  it  had  been  in  his  power,  to  have  procured  ten 
times  the  sum  ;  and  that  no  application  or  industry  on 
his  part  for  that  purpose  would  have  been  wanting. 
But  I  cannot  let  this  injurious  assertion  of  yours  pass, 
without  expressing  my  surprise  that  you,  who  were 
always  with  that  gentleman,  should  be  so  totally 
ignorant  of  that  transaction.  The  six  millions,  of 
which  he  took  with  him  two  and  a  half,  of  which  one 
and  a  half  were  sent  to  Holland,  and  of  which  more 
than  the  remainder  is  ordered  in  stores  from  hence, 
was  a  free  gift  from  the  king's  goodness  (not  a  loan 
to  be  repaid  with  interest],  and  was  obtained  by  my 
application,  long  before  Colonel  Laurens'  arrival. 

I  had  also  given  in  a  list  of  the  stores  to  be  pro 
vided,  though  on  his  coming  I  cheerfully  gave  up  the 
further  prosecution  of  that  business  into  his  hands,  as 
he  was  better  acquainted  with  the  particular  wants  of 
the  army  than  I  could  be,  and  it  was  one  of  the  pur 
poses  of  his  appointment. 

Thus  no  part  of  the  affair  was  done  without  my 
"knowledge  and  concurrence,"  except  the  sending  a 
million  and  a  half  of  the  specie  to  Holland.  This -was 
indeed  a  secret  to  me.  I  had  heard  of  that  sum's 
being  ready  there  to  embark,  but  I  always,  till  lately, 
understood  it  to  be  a  part  of  the  Dutch  loan,  which 
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I  am  about  to  mention,  or  I  should  certainly  have  op 
posed  that  operation.  What  Colonel  Laurens  really 
obtained,  and  a  great  service  I  hope  it  will  prove,  was 
a  loan  upon  interest  of  ten  millions,  to  be  borrowed 
on  the  credit  of  this  court  in  Holland.  I  have  not 
heard  that  this  loan  has  yet  produced  any  thing,  and 
therefore  I  do  not  know  that  a  single  livre  exists,  or 
has  existed  in  Europe,  of  his  procuring  for  the  States. 
On  the  contrary,  he  and  you  have  drawn  from  me 
considerable  sums,  as  necessary  for  your  expenses,  and 
he  left  me  near  forty  thousand  livres  to  pay  for  the 
Alliance ;  and,  moreover,  engaged  me  in  a  debt  in 
Holland,  which  I  understood  might  amount  to  about 
fifteen  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  which  you 
contrived  to  make  fifty  thousand  pounds. 

When  I  mentioned  to  him  the  difficulty  I  should 
find  to  pay  the  drafts,  he  said  :  "  You  have  the  remain 
der  of  the  six  millions."  He  gave  me  no  account  of 
the  dispositions  he  had  made,  and  it  is  but  lately  I 
have  learnt  that  there  is  no  remainder.  To  gratify 
you,  and  to  get  that  ship  out,  which  could  not  have 
stirred  without  me,  I  have  engaged  for  the  vast  sum 
above  mentioned,  which  I  am  sure  I  shall  be  much  dis 
tressed  to  pay,  and  therefore  have  not  deserved  at  your 
hands  the  affront  you  are  advised  to  menace  me  with. 

And,  since  I  find  you  make  it  a  point  of  reflection 
upon  me,  that  I  want  to  apply  money  to  the  payment 
of  my  engagements  for  the  Congress,  which  was  ob 
tained  by  Colonel  Laurens  for  other  purposes,  I  must 
request  that  you  will  upon  this  better  information 
take  occasion  to  correct  that  error,  if  you  have  com 
municated  it  to  any  other  person. 
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By  the  letters  you  showed  me  that  had  passed  be 
tween  Mr.  Adams  and  you,  I  perceived  he  had  im 
bibed  an  opinion  that  Colonel  Laurens  had,  as  he 
expressed  it,  done  more  for  the  United  States  in  the 
short  time  of  his  being  in  Europe,  than  all  the  rest  of 
their  diplomatic  corps  put  together.  I  should  never 
have  disputed  this,  because  I  had  rather  lend  a  little 
credit  to  a  friend  than  take  any  from  him,  especially 
when  I  am  persuaded  he  will  make  a  good  use  of  it ; 
but,  when  his  friends  will  make  such  supposititious 
credit  a  matter  of  reproach  to  me,  it  is  not  right  to 
continue  silent. 

As  to  the  safety  of  your  excellent  conveyance  you 
mention,  I  must  own  I  have  some  doubts  about  it, 
and  I  fear  I  shall  hear  of  the  arrival  of  that  ship  in 
England  before  she  sees  America.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
I  am  clear  that  no  use  can  possibly  be  made  of  the 
money  in  America  for  supporting  the  credit  of  the 
States,  equal  in  any  degree  to  the  effect  it  must  have 
for  the  same  purpose,  when  applied  to  the  payment 
of  their  bills  here,  which  must  otherwise  go  back  pro 
tested.  And  I  am  sure  it  will  be  exceedingly  preju 
dicial  to  their  credit  if,  by  the  rash  proceeding  you 
threaten,  this  situation  of  their  affairs  becomes  the 
subject  of  public  talk  and  discussion  in  Europe.  I 
am,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

P.  S. — I  request  you  would  read  again,  and  consider 
well,  my  first  letter  to  you  on  this  subject.  The  rea 
sons  therein  contained  subsist  still  in  their  full  force.1 

1  Mr.  Jackson  afterwards  had  reason  Commodore  Gillon,  who,  after  cruis- 

to  be  entirely  satisfied  with  the  course  ing  four  weeks  in  the  North  Sea  and 

pursued  by  Dr.  Franklin  on  this  occa-  near  the    English    channel,   put    into 

sion.   He  sailed  from  Amsterdam  with  Coruna.     From  that  port  Mr.   Jack- 
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DCCCCLXXX. 

TO    COUNT    DE    VERGENNES.1 

PASSY,  6  July,  1781. 

It  seems  to  have  been  insinuated,  either  through 
mistake  or  ill  will  to  the  United  States  : 

1.  That  their  merchants  have  combined  to  depre 
ciate  the  bills  drawn  on  France. 

2.  That  their  trade  with  England  is  as  great  as  be 
fore  the  war. 

I  have  known  two  instances  wherein  bills  of  ex 
change  on  England  have  fallen  more  than  fifteen  per 
cent,  lower  than  the  present  price  of  bills  on  France. 


son  wrote  to  Dr.  Franklin  as  fol 
lows  : 

"  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the 
event  has  verified  your  prediction  in 
every  particular.  Mr.  Gillon  has  vio 
lated  his  contract  with  Colonel  Laurens 
in  every  instance.  I  beg  leave  to  pre 
sent  you  my  most  sincere  and  cordial 
thanks,  as  well  for  myself  as  my 
country,  for  your  disposition  of  the 
money  which  was  to  have  been  em 
barked  on  board  this  vessel,  the  event 
having  fatally  confirmed  your  opinion 
of  this  man.  I  conceive  my  country 
indebted  to  your  prudence  for  the 
preservation  of  her  property,  as  I  do 
myself  for  my  freedom  at  this  instant ; 
for,  I  am  assured,  had  not  your  pre 
caution  prevented  the  embarkation,  I 
should  at  this  hour  have  been  a  pris 
oner  ;  I  need  not  say  where." — Cor 
una,  September  26,  1781. 

It  would  seem  that  there  were  per 
sonal  differences  between  Commodore 
Gillon,  Mr.  Jackson,  and  some  of  the 
other  passengers.  Gillon  complained 
of  Mr.  Jackson's  conduct  in  letters  to 
Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Adams,  from 
which  it  is  obvious  that  the  above  ex 
pressions  of  discontent  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Jackson  are  to  be  received  with 
considerable  modification,  as  dictated 
more  by  feeling  than  by  a  calm  and 
impartial  view  of  the  case.  Commo 


dore  Gillon  said  that  he  had  been  de 
tained  long  on  the  coast  by  contrary 
winds,  and  came  to  Coruna  for  a  sup 
ply  of  provisions,  as  he  had  not  enough 
remaining,  in  consequence  of  this  de 
tention,  to  enable  him  to  cross  the 
Atlantic.  There  were  five  hundred 
and  fifty  men  on  board.  Three  hun 
dred  of  these  were  marines,  who  were 
called  Volontaires  de  Luxembourg,  and 
whom  he  had  engaged,  by  the  king's 
permission,  in  France,  for  the  State  of 
South  Carolina.  They  were  to  serve 
three  years.  Dr.  Waterhouse,  who 
was  a  passenger  on  board  the  vessel, 
had  a  favorable  opinion  of  the  Com 
modore,  as  appears  by  a  letter  he 
wrote  from  Coruna  to  Mr.  Adams. 
He  thought  the  difficulties  were  chiefly 
to  be  ascribed  to  Mr.  Jackson,  and 
one  or  two  other  passengers,  who  took 
offence  without  a  just  cause  ;  and  he 
has  since  written,  in  relation  to  this 
affair  :  "  I  had,  and  always  shall  have, 
a  high  degree  of  respect  for  Commo 
dore  Gillon,  as  an  able  and  honorable 
man." — EDITOR. 

1  In  a  memorandum,  Dr.  Franklin 
says  :  "  The  following  paper  was  de 
livered  to  M.  de  Rayneval,  to  be  by 
him  communicated  to  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes,  in  order  to  correct  some  wrong 
ideas  of  that  minister." 
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The  first  was  in  1739,  when  an  expedition  being 
projected  against  Carthagena,  the  government  of 
England  ordered  three  thousand  men  to  be  raised 
in  America,  and  transports  with  provisions  to  be 
furnished,  for  the  amount  of  which  expense  bills  were 
ordered  to  be  drawn  on  the  treasury  at  London. 
This  adventitious  quantity  of  bills  coming  into  mar 
ket,  and  being  more  than  the  common  course  of  the 
commerce  required,  occasioned  the  lowering  of  their 
price  forty-two  and  a  half  per  cent,  below  the  rate 
before  accustomed. 

The  like  happened  a  few  years  after,  when,  on  a 
prospect  of  short  crops  of  corn  in  Europe,  orders 
were  received  in  America  to  purchase  and  send  over 
vast  quantities,  and  to  draw  bills  and  sell  them  in  the 
country  in  order  to  raise  money  for  the  purchase. 
This  sudden  addition  to  the  quantity  of  bills  pro 
duced  a  fall  of  forty  per  cent,  in  their  price.  And 
this  must  always  happen  in  some  proportion  when 
the  quantity  of  any  article  in  commerce  exceeds  the 
present  demand. 

And  when  it  is  considered  that  the  merchants  of 
America  are  numerous,  and  dispersed  through  thir 
teen  different  provinces,  at  great  distances  from  each 
other,  such  a  combination  will  appear  as  improbable 
as  that  the  farmers  in  France  should  combine  to  raise 
the  price  of  wheat. 

With  regard  to  the  English  commerce,  there  is 
none  certainly  but  what  is  contraband,  and  there  can 
be  no  temptation  to  such  contraband,  but  for  par 
ticular  commodities  that  are  cheaper  there  than  in 
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France.  The  quantity  therefore  cannot  be  great. 
Such  contraband  is  found  difficult  to  prevent  in  all 
countries.  It  is  carried  on  at  this  time  between 
France  and  England.  But  there  are  many  commodi 
ties  much  cheaper  in  France,  such  as  wines,  silks,  oil, 
modes,  etc.,  which  will  be  of  great  consumption  in 
America,  and  when  correspondences  are  once  settled, 
and  the  people  there  become  acquainted  with  the 
manufactures  of  France,  the  demand  for  them  will 
increase  ;  these  manufactures  will  of  course  be  im 
proved  in  goodness  and  cheapness,  and  the  trade 
continue  to  augment  accordingly. 

It  is  difficult  to  change  suddenly  the  whole  current 
of  connections,  correspondences,  and  confidences 
that  subsist  between  merchants,  and  carry  them  all 
into  a  new  channel  ;  but  time  and  a  continuance  of 
friendship  will  make  great  alterations. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLXXXI. 

TO    WILLIAM    JACKSON. 

PASSY,  10  July,  1781. 

SIR  : — Last  night  I  received  your  fourth  letter  on 
the  same  subject.  You  are  anxious  to  carry  the 
money  with  you,  because  it  will  reanimate  the  credit 
of  America.  My  situation  and  long  acquaintance 
with  the  affairs  relating  to  the  public  credit  enable 
me,  I  think,  to  judge  better  than  you  can  do,  who  are 
a  novice  in  them,  what  employment  of  it  will  most 
conduce  to  that  end  ;  and  I  imagine  the  retaining  it 
to  pay  the  Congress  drafts  has  infinitely  the  advan- 
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tage.  You  repeat  that  the  ship  is  detained  by  my  re 
fusal.  You  forget  your  having  written  to  me  ex 
pressly,  that  she  waited  for  my  convoy.  You  remind 
me  of  the  great  expense  the  detention  of  the  ship  oc 
casions.  Who  has  given  orders  to  stop  her?  It  was 
not  me.  I  had  no  authority  to  do  it.  Have  you  ? 
And  do  you  imagine,  if  you  have  taken  such  author 
ity  upon  you,  that  the  Congress  ought  to  bear  the 
expense  occasioned  by  your  imprudence  ?  and  that 
the  blame  of  detaining  the  necessary  stores  the  ship 
contains  will  be  excused  by  your  fond  desire  of  carry 
ing  the  money  ?  The  noise  you  have  rashly  made 
about  this  matter,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  Mr. 
Adams,  which  you  asked  and  received,  and  which 
was  to  comply  with  my  requisition,  has  already  done 
great  mischief  to  our  credit  in  Holland.  Messrs. 
Fizeaux  have  declared  they  will  advance  to  him  no 
more  money  on  his  bills  upon  me  to  assist  in  paying 
the  Congress  drafts  on  him.  Your  Commodore,  too, 
complains,  in  a  letter  I  have  seen,  that  he  finds  it  dif 
ficult  to  get  money  for  my  acceptances  of  your  drafts 
in  order  to  clear  his  ship,  though  before  this  proceed 
ing  of  yours  bills  on  me  were,  as  Mr.  Adams  assures 
me,  in  as  good  credit  on  the  exchange  of  Amster 
dam  as  those  of  any  banker  in  Europe.  I  suppose 
the  difficulty  mentioned  by  the  Commodore  is  the 
true  reason  of  the  ship's  stay,  if  in  fact  the  convoy  is 
gone  without  her.  Credit  is  a  delicate  thing,  capable 
of  being  blasted  with  a  breath.  The  public  talk 
you  have  occasioned  about  my  stopping  the  money, 
and  the  conjectures  of  the  reasons  or  necessity  of 
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doing  it,  have  created  doubts  and  suspicions  of  most 
pernicious  consequences.  It  is  a  matter  that  should 
have  passed  in  silence.  You  repeat  as  a  reason  for 
your  conduct,  that  the  money  was  obtained  by  the 
great  exertions  of  Colonel  Laurens.  Who  obtained 
the  grant  is  a  matter  of  no  importance,  though  the 
use  I  propose  to  make  of  it  is  of  the  greatest.  But 
the  fact  is  not  as  you  state  it.  I  obtained  it  before 
he  came.  And  if  he  were  here  I  am  sure  I  could 
convince  him  of  the  necessity  of  leaving  it,  especially 
after  I  should  have  informed  him  that  you  had  made 
in  Holland  the  enormous  purchase  of  ^40,000  ster 
ling's  worth  of  goods  over  and  above  the  ;£  10,000 
worth,  which  I  had  agreed  should  be  purchased  by 
him  on  my  credit,  and  that  you  had  induced  me  to 
•engage  for  the  payment  of  your  purchase  by  showing 
me  a  paper  said  to  contain  his  order  for  making  it, 
which  I  then  took  to  be  his  handwriting,  though  I 
afterwards  found  it  to  be  yours,  and  not  signed  by 
him.  It  would  be  additional  reason  with  him  when  I 
should  remind  him  that  he  himself,  to  induce  me  to 
come  into  the  proposal  of  Commodore  Gillon  and 
the  rest  of  the  Holland  transaction,  to  which  I  was 
averse,  assured  me  he  had  mentioned  it  to  the  minis 
ter,  and  that  it  was  approved  of.  That,  on  the  con 
trary,  I  find  the  minister  remembers  nothing  of  it, 
very  much  dislikes  it,  and  absolutely  refuses  to  furnish 
any  money  to  discharge  that  amount.  You  finish 
your  letter  by  telling  me  that  ''the  daily  enhance 
ment  of  expense  to  the  United  States  from  these 
difficulties  is  worthy  the  attention  of  those  whose 
duty  it  is  to  economize  the  public  money,  and  to 
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whom  the  commonweal  is  entrusted  without  derang 
ing  the  special  department  of  another."  The  ship's 
lying  there  with  500  or  600  men  on  board  is  undoubt 
edly  a  great  daily  expense,  but  it  is  you  that  occasion 
it ;  and  the  superior  airs  you  give  yourself,  young 
gentleman,  of  reproof  to  me,  and  reminding  me  of  my 
duty,  do  not  become  you,  whose  special  department 
and  employ  in  public  affairs,  of  which  you  are  so  vain, 
is  but  of  yesterday,  and  would  never  have  existed  but 
by  my  concurrence,  and  would  have  ended  in  disgrace 
if  I  had  not  supported  your  enormous  purchases  by 
accepting  your  drafts.  The  charging  me  with  want 
of  economy  is  particularly  improper  in  you,  when  the 
only  instance  you  know  of  it  is  my  having  indiscreetly 
complied  with  your  demand  in  advancing  you  120 
louis  for  the  expense  of  your  journeys  to  Paris,  and 
when  the  only  instance  I  know  of  your  economizing 
money  is  your  sending  me  three  expresses,  one  after 
another,  on  the  same  day,  all  the  way  from  Holland  to 
Paris,  each  with  a  letter  saying  the  same  thing  to  the 
same  purpose.  This  dispute  is  as  useless  as  it  is  un 
pleasant.  It  can  only  create  ill  blood.  Pray  let  us 
end  it.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLXXXII. 

TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

PASSY,  ii  July,  1781. 

SIR  : — The  number  of  Congress  bills  that  have  been 
drawn  on  the  ministers  in  Spain  and  Holland,  which 
I  am  by  my  acceptances  obliged  to  pay,  as  well  as 
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those  drawn  upon  myself,  the  extreme  importance  of 
supporting  the  credit  of  Congress,  which  would  be 
disgraced  in  a  political  as  well  as  a  pecuniary  light, 
through  all  the  courts  of  Europe,  if  those  bills  should 
go  back  protested,  and  the  unexpected  delays  arising 
with  regard  to  the  intended  loan  in  Holland, — all 
those  considerations  have  compelled  me  to  stop  the 
one  million  five  hundred  thousand  livres,  which  were 
to  have  been  sent  by  way  of  Amsterdam.  As  soon 
.as  more  money  can  be  furnished  to  me  by  this  court, 
I  shall  take  care  to  replace  that  sum,  and  forward 
with  it'as  great  an  addition  as  possible.  I  am  now 
soliciting  supplies  of  clothing,  arms,  ammunition,  etc., 
to  replace  what  has  been  unfortunately  lost  in  the 
Marquis  de  Lafayette,  and  hope  to  succeed. 

Captain  Jackson,  who  is  truly  zealous  for  the  ser 
vice,  has  been  exceedingly  solicitous  and  earnest  with 
me  to  induce  me  to  permit  the  money  to  go  in  this 
ship  ;  but,  for  the  reasons  above  mentioned,  I  find  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  retain  it  for  the  present,  which 
I  doubt  not  will  be  approved  by  Congress.  With 
respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLXXXIII. 

FROM    ROBERT   MORRIS. 

PHILADELPHIA,  13  July,  1781. 

SIR: — The  unanimous  appointment  to  the  superintend- 
ency  of  our  finances,  with  which  Congress  has  honored  me,  and 
my  conviction  of  the  necessity  that  some  one  person  should 
endeavor  to  introduce  method  and  economy  into  the  admin- 
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istration  of  affairs,  have  induced  me,  though  with  reluctance, 
to  accept  that  office.1  Mr.  Jay  will  receive  by  this  convey 
ance,  and  forward  to  you,  copies  of  those  resolutions  and 
letters  which  may  be  necessary  to  explain  my  appointment 
and  powers. 

I  wish  I  could  as  readily  effect,  as  I  most  ardently  desire, 
the  accomplishment  of  all  proper  arrangements.  Thoroughly 
convinced  that  no  country  is  truly  independent,  until,  with 
her  own  credit  and  resources,  she  is  able  to  defend  l>erself 
and  correct  her  enemies,  it  shall  be  my  constant  endeavor 
to  establish  our  credit  and  draw  out  our  resources  in  such 
manner,  that  we  may  be  little  burdensome  and  essentially 
useful  to  our  friends. 

I  am  sure  I  need  not  mention  to  you  the  importance  of 
collecting  a  revenue  with  ease,  and  expending  it  with  econ 
omy.  As  little  need  I  detail  the  time,  the  authority,  the 
ability,  the  favorable  circumstances,  that  must  combine  for 
these  purposes.  But  I  think  that  I  may  assert  that  the  situ 
ation  of  a  country,  just  emerging  from  dependence  and 
struggling  for  existence,  is  peculiarly  unfavorable;  and  I 
may  add  that  this  country,  by  relying  too  much  on  paper, 
is  in  a  condition  of  peculiar  disorder  and  debility.  To  rescue 
and  restore  her  is  an  object  equal  to  my  warmest  wishes, 
though  probably  beyond  the  stretch  of  my  abilities. 

Success  will  greatly  depend  on  the  pecuniary  aid  we  may 
obtain  from  abroad ;  because  money  is  necessary  to  intro 
duce  economy,  while,  at  the  same  time,  economy  is  neces 
sary  to  obtain  money  ;  besides  that,  a  greater  plenty  of  solid 
circulating  medium  is  required  to  support  those  operations 
which  must  give  stability  to  our  credit,  fruitfulness  to  our 
revenue,  and  activity  to  our  operations.  Among  those 
things  which,  after  the  experience  and  example  of  other 
ages  and  nations,  I  have  been  induced  to  adopt,  is  that  of  a 

1  Mr.   Morris  was  appointed  Super-       the  duties  of  the  office  till  May  fol- 
intendent  of  Finance  on  the  2Oth  of       lowing. 
February,  1781,  but  did  not  engage  in 
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national  bank,  the  plan  of  which  I  enclose.  I  mean  to  ren 
der  this  a  principal  pillar  of  American  credit,  so  as  to  obtain 
the  money  of  individuals  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union,  and 
thereby  bind  those  individuals  more  strongly  to  the  general 
cause  by  the  ties  of  private  interest.  To  the  efficacy  of  this 
plan,  as  well  as  to  the  establishment  of  a  mint,  which  would 
also  be  of  use,  a  considerable  sum  of  money  is  necessary, 
and,  indeed,  it  is  indispensably  so  for  many  other  purposes. 

Be  not  alarmed,  sir,  from  what  I  have  said,  with  the  ap 
prehension  that  I  am  about  to  direct  solicitations  to  the 
court  of  Versailles ;  which,  after  the  repeated  favors  they 
have  conferred,  must  be  peculiarly  disagreeable.  On  the 
contrary,  as  I  am  convinced  that  the  moneys  of  France  will 
all  be  usefully  employed  in  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war  by  her  own  fleets  and  armies,  I  lament  every  sum  which 
is  diverted  from  them.  Our  necessities  have,  indeed,  called 
for  her  aid,  and  perhaps  they  may  continue  to  do  so.  Those 
calls  have  hitherto  been  favorably  attended  to,  and  the  pres 
sure  of  our  necessities  has  been  generously  alleviated  ;  nor 
do  I  at  all  doubt  that  future  exigencies  will  excite  the  same 
dispositions  in  our  favor,  and  that  those  dispositions  will  be 
followed  with  correspondent  effects.  But  I  again  repeat 
my  wish,  at  once  to  render  America  independent  of,  and 
useful  to,  her  friends. 

With  these  views,  I  have  directed  Mr.  Jay  to  ask  a  con 
siderable  sum  from  the  court  of  Madrid,  to  be  advanced  us 
at  the  Havana,  and  brought  thence  by  us,  if  it  cannot  con 
veniently  be  landed  here  from  Spanish  men-of-war.  I  say  a 
considerable  sum,  because,  as  I  have  declared  to  him,  I  do 
not  wish  to  labor  under  the  weight  of  obligation  without 
deriving  from  it  any  real  benefit,  and  because  I  consider  the 
advance  of  small  sums  rather  as  a  temporary  palliation  than 
a  radical  remedy.  Our  disorders  are  such  that  the  former 
can  be  of  no  use,  and  it  would  be  better  to  desist  in  a  desul 
tory  defence  than  to  put  on  the  delusive  appearance  of  a 
vigor  we  do  not  feel;  for  this  lulls  the  people  into  a  danger 
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ous  security,  and  softens  those  hopes  of  the  enemy  which 
give  duration  and  extent  to  the  war.  It  is  the  disorder  of 
our  finances  which  has  prevented  us  from  a  powerful  coop 
eration  with  our  allies,  and  which  has  enabled  the  enemy  to 
linger  on  our  coasts  with  the  dregs  of  a  force  once  formida 
ble  ;  and  it  is  from  this  cause  that  they  have  been  permitted 
to  extend  the  theatre,  and  multiply  the  victims,  of  their 
ambition. 

America  alone  will  not  derive  benefit  from  the  advances 
which  Spain  may  make  to  her.  All  the  associates  in  the  war 
will  feel  the  consequential  advantages.  The  expense  of  the 
American  war  now  hangs  a  heavy  weight  around  Britain, 
and  enfeebles  her  on  that  element  which  she  called  her  own. 
An  increase  of  that  expense,  or  the  loss  of  her  posts  here, 
must  necessarily  follow  from  additional  efforts  on  our  part ; 
and  either  of  these  must  be  a  consequential  benefit  to  those 
who  are  opposed  to  her.  France  will  derive  a  small  imme 
diate  benefit  from  it,  as  she  will  thereby  get  more  money 
here  for  her  bills  of  exchange  than  she  can  at  present  pro 
cure.  But  it  is  not  so  much  from  any  advantage  which  may 
be  expected  to  that  kingdom,  or  from  any  motives  of  interest, 
as  from  the  generosity  and  magnanimity  of  the  prince,  that 
we  hope  for  support.  I  will  not  doubt  a  moment  that,  at 
your  instance,  his  Majesty  will  make  pressing  representa 
tions  in  support  of  Mr.  Jay's  application,  and  I  hope  that 
the  authority  of  so  great  a  sovereign,  and  the  arguments  of 
his  able  ministry,  will  shed  auspicious  influence  on  our  ne 
gotiations  at  Madrid. 

From  the  best  returns  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  and 
which  are  in  some  measure  imperfect,  from  the  confusions 
and  disasters  of  the  Southern  States,  I  find  that  there  are 
about  seven  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  due  on 
certificates,  which  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  payable 
in  France  at  the  rate  of  five  livres  for  every  dollar.  Many 
causes  have  conspired  to  depreciate  the  certificates,  notwith 
standing  the  interest  is  so  well  secured  and  has  been  punct- 


274  THE  WORKS  OF  [1781 

ually  paid.  This  depreciation  is  so  great  that  they  are 
daily  offered  for  sale  at  a  very  considerable  discount,  which 
is  attended  with  two  pernicious  consequences :  one,  that  a 
considerable  expense  is  unnecessarily  incurred  ;  and  the 
other,  that  the  public  credit  is  unnecessarily  impaired.  If  I 
had  the  means,  therefore,  I  would  remove  this  evil  by  pur 
chasing  in  the  certificates ;  and  to  procure  this  means  I 
am  to  pray  that  you  would  state  this  matter  fully  to  the 
ministers  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty.  The  interest  be 
ing  guaranteed  by  the  court  of  France,  they  now  pay  for 
this  purpose  two  million  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
livres  annually,  a  sum  which  in  less  than  ten  years  would 
pay  a  debt  of  fifteen  millions  of  livres  at  five  per  cent,  in 
terest.  With  fifteen  millions  of  livres,  however,  prudently 
managed,  the  whole  of  these  certificates  might  be  paid.  I 
am  sure  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  the  advantages  which 
would  result  from  making  such  a  loan  for  this  purpose ;  and 
I  trust  that  if  this  matter  is  stated  to  M.  Necker  that  en 
lightened  minister  will  cooperate  in  the  plan  to  the  utmost 
of  his  ability.  I  again  repeat  that  I  do  not  wish  to  lay  any 
burdens  on  France;  but  this  proposal  is  calculated  to  relieve 
us  both ;  and,  in  any  case,  the  expense  to  France  will  be  the 
same.  Should  it  be  adopted,  I  must  request  the  earliest 
notice,  that  my  operations  may  commence;  and,  in  any  case, 
I  hope  that  secrecy  will  be  observed,  for  the  most  evident 
reasons. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  we  have  as  yet  no  satisfac 
tory  news  of  the  ship  Lafayette ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  her 
long  delay  occasions  the  most  alarming  apprehensions.  If, 
as  but  too  probable,  that  ship  is  lost,  you  will  more  easily 
conceive  than  I  can  describe  what  will  be  the  situation  of 
our  troops  next  winter. 

I  could  wish,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  have  a  state  of  all  the 
public  accounts  transmitted,  to  the  end  that  moneys  due  to 
the  United  States  may  be  paid,  and  measures  taken  to  pro 
vide  for  such  sums  as  they  stand  indebted  in  to  others. 
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Your  Excellency  will,  I  dare  say,  send  them  as  soon  as  may 
be  convenient ;  and  I  hope  the  public  affairs  will  hereafter 
be  conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  you  much  less  of 
that  unnecessary  trouble  which  you  have  hitherto  experi 
enced,  and  which  could  not  but  have  harassed  you  exceed 
ingly,  and  perhaps  taken  up  time  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  devoted  to  more  important  objects. 

I  shall  probably  have  frequent  occasion  to  address  you, 
and  shall  always  be  happy  to  hear  from  you  ;  but  the  mis 
chiefs  which  arise  from  having  letters  intercepted  are  great 
and  alarming.  I  have,  therefore,  enclosed  you  a  cipher,  and 
in  the  duplicate  of  my  letters  I  shall  enclose  you  another. 
If  both  arrive,  you  will  use  one  ;  and,  in  case  of  your 
absence,  leave  the  other  with  such  person  as  may  supply 
your  place.  Let  me  know,  however,  which  cipher  you  use. 

The  bearer  of  this  letter,  Major  Franks,  formerly  an  aide- 
de-camp  to  General  Arnold,  and  honorably  acquitted  of  all 
connection  with  him,  after  a  full  and  impartial  inquiry,  will 
be  able  to  give  you  our  public  news  more  particularly  than 
I  could  relate  them.  He  sails  hence  for  Cadiz,  and  on  his 
arrival  will  proceed  to  Madrid,  where,  having  delivered  my 
letters  to  Mr.  Jay,  he  will  take  his  orders  for  you.  He  will 
then  wait  your  orders,  and,  I  hope,  will  soon  after  meet  a 
safe  opportunity  of  coming  to  America.  With  the  most 
perfect  esteem  and  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


DCCCCLXXXIV. 

TO    FELIX    VICQ    D'AZYR.1 

PASSY,  20  July,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  received  the  letter  you  some  time  since 
did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me,  accompanied  with 
a  number  of  the  pieces  that  were  distributed  at  the 

1  Physician  to  the  Queen  of  France. 
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last  public  meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine. 
I-  shall  take  care  to  forward  them  to  different  parts  of 
America,  as  desired.  Be  pleased  to  present  my 
thanks  to  the  society  for  the  copy  sent  me  of  the 
curious  and  useful  reports  relating  to  the  sepulture  in 
the  island  of  Malta.  I  should  be  glad  of  another 
copy,  if  it  can  be  spared,  being  desirous  of  send 
ing  one  to  each  of  the  philosophical  societies  in 
America. 

With  respect  to  the  length  of  time  during  which  the 
power  of  infection  may  be  contained  in  dead  bodies, 
which  is  considered  in  that  report,  I  would  mention  to 
you  three  facts  which,  though  not  all  of  equal  import 
ance  or  weight,  yet  methinks  it  may  be  well  to  pre 
serve  a  memorandum  of  them,  that  such  observations 
may  be  made,  when  occasion  offers,  as  are  proper  to 
confirm  or  invalidate  them. 

While  I  resided  in  England,  I  read  in  a  newspaper 
that  in  a  country  village  at  the  funeral  of  a  woman 
whose  husband  had  died  of  the  small-pox  thirty  years 
before,  and  whose  grave  was  dug  so  as  to  place  her 
by  his  side,  the  neighbors  attending  the  funeral  were 
offended  with  the  smell  arising  out  of  the  grave,  oc 
casioned  by  a  breach  in  the  husband's  old  coffin,  and 
twenty-five  of  them  were  in  a  few  days  taken  ill  with 
that  distemper,  which  before  was  not  in  that  village 
or  its  neighborhood,  nor  had  been  for  the  number  of 
years  above  mentioned. 

About  the  years  1 763  or  1 764,  several  physicians 
of  London,  who  had  been  present  from  curiosity  at 
the  dissection  of  an  Egyptian  mummy,  were  soon  after 
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taken  ill  of  a  malignant  fever,  of  which  they  died.' 
Opinions  were  divided  on  this  question.  It  was 
thought  by  some  that  the  fever  was  caused  by  infec 
tion  from  the  mummy,  in  which  case  the  disease  it 
died  of  must  have  been  embalmed  as  well  as  the  body. 
Others  who  considered  the  length  of  time,  at  least 
two  thousand  years,  since  that  body  died,  and  also 
that  the  embalming  must  be  rather  supposed  to 
destroy  the  power  of  infection,  imagined  the  ill 
ness  of  these  gentlemen  must  have  had  another 
origin. 

About  the  year  1773,  the  captain  of  a  ship,  which 
had  been  at  the  island  of  Teneriffe,  brought  from 
thence  the  dried  body  of  one  of  the  ancient  inhabi 
tants  of  that  island,  which  must  have  been  at  least 
three  hundred  years  old,  that  custom  of  drying  the 
dead  there  having  been  so  long  discontinued.  Two 
members  of  the  Royal  Society  went  to  see  that  body. 
They  were  half  an  hour  in  a  small  close  room  with  it, 
examining  it  very  particularly.  The  next  day  they 
were  both  affected  with  a  singularly  violent  cold* 
attended  with  uncommon  circumstances,  which  con 
tinued  a  long  time.  On  comparing  together  the  par 
ticulars  of  their  disorder,  they  agreed  in  suspecting 
that  possibly  some  effluvia  from  the  body  might  have 
been  the  occasion  of  that  disorder  in  them  both  ;  per 
haps  they  were  mistaken.  But,  as  we  do  not  yet 
know  with  certainty  how  long  the  power  of  infection 
may  in  some  bodies  be  retained,  it  seems  well  in 

1  Cold  is  a  general  name  given  by  the  English  to  all  sorts  of  rheums  and  ca 
tarrhs.— F. 
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such  cases  to  be  cautious  till  further  light  shall  be 
obtained. 

I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  contribute  more 
essentially  in  advancing  the  good  work  the  society  are 
so  laudably  engaged  in.  Perhaps  some  useful  hints 
may  be  extracted  from  the  enclosed  paper  of  Mr. 
Small's.1  It  is  submitted  to  your  judgment  ;  and  if 
you  should  find  any  thing  in  it  worthy  of  being  com 
municated  to  the  society,  and  of  which  extracts  may 
be  useful  if  printed  in  the  memoirs,  it  will  be  a  pleas 
ure  to  me  ;  who  am,  with  great  esteem  and  respect, 
sir,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

P.  S.  July  24th.  —  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have 
met  with  the  following  article  in  the  Courier  de  r  E  it- 
rope  of  the  1  3th  instant,  viz.  : 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Edinburgh,  dated  June 

I  understand  by  a  person  just  returned  from  Montrose  that  the 
epidemic  fever,  which  has  made  its  appearance  in  the  county  of 
Mearns,  ravages  that  neighborhood  with  such  violence  that  one 
of  his  friends  was  invited  to  attend  fifteen  funerals  on  the  same 
day.  It  is  said  that  this  malady  originated  in  the  ill-judged  curi 
osity  of  some  country  people,  who,  at  Candlemas  last,  opened  the 
graves  of  some  persons  who  had  died  of  the  plague  in  the  pre 
ceding  century,  and  who  had  been  buried  in  the  Moss  of  Arnhall. 
The  circumstances  which  have  happened  in  the  family  of  Mr. 
Robert  Aikenhead  are  singularly  unfortunate  ;  about  the  middle 
of  last  month  he  took  the  infection,  which  was  communicated  to 
the  rest  of  his  family,  consisting  of  nine  persons  ;  two  of  whom, 
together  with  himself,  are  dead,  and  the  others  not  out  of  danger. 

1  The  article  on  Ventilation,  by  Mr.  Small,  vol.  IV.,  p.  271. 
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DCCCCLXXXV. 

TO    ROBERT    MORRIS. 

PASSY,  26  July,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  have  just  received  your  very  friend 
ly  letter  of  the  6th  of  June  past,  announcing  your 
appointment  to  the  superintendence  of  our  finances. 
This  gave  me  great  pleasure,  as,  from  your  intelli 
gence,  integrity,  and  abilities,  there  is  reason  to  hope 
every  advantage  that  the  public  can  possibly  receive 
from  such  an  office.  You  are  wise  in  estimating 
beforehand,  as  the  principal  advantage  you  can  ex 
pect,  the  consciousness  of  having  done  service  to  your 
country  ;  for  the  business  you  have  undertaken  is  of 
so  complex  a  nature,  and  must  engross  so  much  of 
your  time  and  attention,  as  necessarily  to  injure  your 
private  interests  ;  and  the  public  is  often  niggardly, 
even  of  its  thanks,  while  you  are  sure  of  being  cen 
sured  by  malevolent  critics  and  bug-writers,  who  will 
abuse  you  while  you  are  serving  them,  and  wound 
your  character  in  nameless  pamphlets  ;  thereby  re 
sembling  those  little  dirty  insects  that  attack  us  only 
in  the  dark,  disturb  our  repose,  molesting  and  wound 
ing  us,  while  our  sweat  and  blood  are  contributing  to 
their  subsistence.  Every  assistance  that  my  situation 
here,  as  long  as  it  continues,  may  enable  me  to  afford 
you,  shall  certainly  be  given  ;  for,  besides  my  affec 
tion  for  the  glorious  cause  we  are  both  engaged  in,  I 
value  myself  upon  your  friendship,  and  shall  be  happy 
if  mine  can  be  made  of  any  use  to  you. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  I  am  ever,  dear  sir, 
etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 
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P.  S. — With  this  I  shall  send  an  answer  to  your 
official  letter  of  June  8th. 


DCCCCLXXXVI. 

TO    ROBERT    MORRIS. 

PASSY,  26  July,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  have  received  the  letter  you  honored 
me  with,  of  the  8th  of  June  past,1  acquainting  me 
that,  as  Superintendent  of  Finance,  you  have  named 
Messrs.  Couteulx  &  Co.,  at  Paris,  to  receive  from  his 
Majesty's  ministers  the  money  granted  to  Congress, 
that  they  may  be  enabled  to  honor  your  bills  when 
ever  they  appear  ;  and  you  intimate  a  desire  to  be 
informed  of  the  responsibility  of  that  house. 

With  regard  to  the  six  millions  given  by  the  king 
in  aid  of  our  operations  for  the  present  campaign,  be 
fore  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Laurens,  two  millions  five  hun 
dred  thousand  of  it  went  in  the  same  ship  with  him 
in  cash  ;  stores  equivalent  to  two  millions  two  hundred 
thousand  more  of  it  were  ordered  by  him  and  are 
shipped  ;  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  was  sent 
to  Holland,  to  go  in  the  ship  commanded  by  Com 
modore  Gillon.  Add  to  this,  that  Captain  Jackson, 
by  his  orders,  purchased  clothing  and  stores  in  Hol 
land  to  the  value  of  about  fifty  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  for  which  he  has  drawn  bills  on  me,  which 
bills  I  accepted,  and  also  agreed  to  pay  those  drawn 
on  Messrs.  Laurens,  Jay,  and  Adams;  expecting  aid 
from  a  projected  loan  of  ten  millions  of  livres  for  our 

1  See  "  Diplomatic  Correspondence,"  vol.  XI.,  p.  370. 
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use  in  Holland.  But,  this  loan  meeting  with  unfore 
seen  difficulties,  and  its  success  uncertain,  I  have 
found  myself  obliged  to  stop  the  money  in  Holland, 
in  order  to  be  able  to  save  the  honor  of  the  Congress 
drafts,  and  to  comply  with  my  engagements. 

By  these  means  you  have  really  at  present  no  funds 
here  to  draw  upon.  I  hope,  however,  that  Messrs. 
Couteulx  &  Co.  will  be  enabled  to  honor  your  drafts  ; 
but  I  trust  in  your  prudence  that  you  will  draw  no 
more  till  you  have  advice  of  funds  provided.  And,  as 
the  laying  out  so  much  money  in  Holland  instead  of 
France  is  disapproved  here,  and  the  payment  will, 
therefore,  not  be  provided  for,  I  must  earnestly  re 
quest  your  aid  in  remitting  that  sum  to  me  before 
December  next,  when  my  acceptances  will  become 
due,  otherwise  I  shall  be  ruined  with  the  American 
credit  in  Europe. 

With  regard  to  the  wealth  and  credit  of  the  house 
of  Le  Couteulx  &  Co.,  I  have  never  heard  it  in  ques 
tion.  But  as  Mr.  Ferdinand  Grand,  banker  at  Paris, 
and  his  brother,  Sir  George  Grand,  banker  in  Hol 
land,  have  been  our  zealous  and  firm  friends  ever  since 
our  arrival  in  France,  have  aided  us  greatly  by  their 
personal  interest  and  solicitations,  and  have  often 
been  six  or  seven  hundred  thousand  livres  in  advance 
for  us,  and  are  houses  of  unquestionable  solidity,  I 
cannot  but  be  concerned  at  any  step  for  taking  our 
business  out  of  their  hands,  and  wish  your  future  bills 
may  be  drawn  on  Ferdinand  Grand ;  for  I  think  it 
concerns  our  public  reputation  to  preserve  the  char 
acter  of  gratitude,  as  well  as  that  of  honesty  and  jus- 
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tice.  The  commission  hitherto  charged  to  us  by  Mr. 
Grand  for  receiving  and  paying  our  money  is  a  half 
per  cent,  which,  considering  the  trouble  given  by  the 
vast  number  of  small  drafts  for  interest  of  the  loans, 
appears  to  me  a  moderate  consideration.  With  great 
and  sincere  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir, 
etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCLXXXVII. 

TO    JOHN    ADAMS. 

PASSY,  6  August,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  some  time  since  gave  orders,  as  you  de 
sired,  to  Mr.  Grand  to  furnish  you  with  a  credit  in 
Holland  for  the  remainder  of  your  salary  to  Novem 
ber  next.  But  I  am  now  told  that,  your  account 
having  been  mixed  with  Mr.  Dana's,  he  finds  it  diffi 
cult  to  know  the  sum  due  to  you.  Be  pleased  there 
fore  to  state  your  account  for  two  years,  giving  credit 
for  the  sums  you  have  received,  that  an  order  may  be 
made  for  the  balance.  Upon  this  occasion  it  is  right 
to  acquaint  you  that  I  do  not  think  we  can  depend  on 
receiving  any  more  money  here,  applicable  to  the  sup 
port  of  the  Congress  ministers. 

What  aids  are  hereafter  granted  will  probably  be 
transmitted  by  the  government  directly  to  America. 
It  will  therefore  be  proper  to  inform  Congress,  that 
care  may  be  taken  to  furnish  their  servants  by  remit 
tances  from  thence.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
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DCCCCLXXXVIII. 

TO    CHARLES    W.    F.    DUMAS. 

PASSY,  6  August,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  several  letters  from  you 
lately,  enclosing  others  for  the  President  of  Congress, 
and  for  Spain,  all  of  which  are  sealed  and  forwarded, 
except  the  last  for  the  President,  contained  in  yours 
of  the  26th  past,  which  shall  go  by  the  first  oppor 
tunity.  The  reading  of  those  letters  gave  me  much 
information,  and  therefore  pleasure  ;  though,  since 
the  fixing  of  Mr.  Adams  there,  I  do  not  attend  so 
much  to  the  affairs  of  your  country  as  before,  expect 
ing  indeed  but  little  from  it  to  our  advantage  ;  for, 
though  it  was  formerly  in  the  same  situation  with  us, 
and  was  glad  of  assistance  from  other  nations,  it  does 
not  seem  to  feel  for  us,  or  to  have  the  least  inclina 
tion  to  help  us  ;  it  appears  to  want  magnanimity. 

Some  writer,  I  forget  who,  says  that  Holland  is  no 
longer  a  nation,  but  a  great  shop ;  and  I  begin  to 
think  it  has  no  other  principles  or  sentiments  but 
those  of  a  shopkeeper.  You  can  judge  of  it  better 
than  I,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  find  myself  mistaken. 
You  will  oblige  me,  however,  by  continuing  the  his 
tory  either  directly  to  me  or  in  your  letters  to  Con 
gress  ;  but  when  you  enclose  a  sealed  letter  in  another 
to  me,  please  to  observe  to  place  the  second  seal  on 
one  side,  and  not  directly  over  the  first  ;  because  the 
heat  of  the  second  is  apt  to  deface  the  impression  of 
the  first,  and  to  attach  the  paper  to  it,  so  as  to  en 
danger  tearing  the  enclosed  in  opening  the  cover. 
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With  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  prosperity,  I 
am  ever,  dear  sir,  etc.,  B.   FRANKLIN. 

P.  S. — I  pity  the  writer  of  the  enclosed,  though  I 
have  no  other  acquaintance  with  him  than  having 
seen  him  once  at  Hanover,  where  he  then  seemed  to 
live  genteelly  and  in  good  credit.  I  cannot  conceive 
what  should  reduce  him  to  such  a  situation  as  to  en 
gage  himself  for  a  soldier.  If  you  can  procure  him 
any  friends  among  the  philosophers  of  your  country 
capable  of  relieving  him,  I  wish  you  would  do  it.  If 
not,  and  he  must  go  to  the  Indies,  please  to  give  him 
three  or  four  guineas  for  me,  to  buy  a  few  necessaries 
for  his  voyage. 


DCCCCLXXXIX. 

TO    CHARLES    W.    F.    DUMAS. 

PASSY,  10  August,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — Enclosed  I  send  you  a  late  paper  re 
ceived  from  Rhode  Island.  You  will  see  in  it  the 
advantages  our  troops  have  gained  in  South  Carolina. 
Late  advices  directly  from  Philadelphia  say  that  the 
enemy  have  now  nothing  left  in  Georgia  but  Savan 
nah  ;  in  South  Carolina  but  Charleston  ;  nor  in  North 
Carolina  but  Wilmington.  They  are,  however,  in 
force  in  Virginia,  where  M.  de  Lafayette  has  not 
sufficient  strength  to  oppose  them,  till  the  arrival  of 
reinforcements,  which  were  on  their  march  to  join 
him  from  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania. 

In  looking  over  my  last  to  you,  I  apprehend  I  may 
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have  expressed  myself  perhaps  a  little  too  hardly  of 
your  country  ;  I  foresee  you  will  tell  me  that  we  have 
many  friends  there  ;  I  once  thought  so  too  ;  but  I  was 
a  little  out  of  humor  when  I  wrote,  on  understanding 
that  no  loan  could  be  obtained  there  for  our  use, 
though  the  credit  of  this  kingdom  was  offered  to  be 
engaged  for  assuring  the  payment,  and  so  much  is 
lent  freely  to  our  enemies.  You  can  best  tell  the 
reason  ;  it  will  be  well  not  to  let  my  letter  be  seen. 
I  am  ever,  dear  sir,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCXC. 

TO    WILLIAM    CARMICHAEL. 

PASSY,  24  August,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — On  looking  over  your  letters,  I  am 
ashamed  to  find  myself  so  much  and  so  long  in  your 
debt.  I  thank  you  for  making  me  acquainted  with 
M.  Sonnerat.  He  appears  a  very  amiable  man,  and 
is  full  of  intelligence  and  information. 

We  are  all  much  obliged  to  Count  de  Montmorin1 
for  his  friendly  assistance  in  our  affairs.  Please  to 
present  to  him  my  thankful  acknowledgments.  I 
thank  you  also  for  my  being  made  known  to  M. 
Giusti ;  I  saw  him  often,  and  had  much  satisfaction 
and  pleasure  in  his  conversation. 

The  Congress  have  done  me  the  honor  to  refuse 
accepting  my  resignation,  and  insist  on  my  continu 
ing  in  their  service  till  the  peace.  I  must  therefore 
buckle  again  to  business,  and  thank  God  that  my 

1  French  Ambassador  in  Spain. 
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health  and  spirits  are  of  late  improved.  I  fancy  it 
may  have  been  a  double  mortification  to  those  enemies 
you  have  mentioned  to  me,  that  I  should  ask  as  a  favor 
what  they  hoped  to  vex  me  by  taking  from  me  ;  and 
that  I  should  nevertheless  be  continued.  But  this 
sort  of  considerations  should  never  influence  our 
conduct.  We  ought  always  to  do  what  appears  best 
to  be  done,  without  much  regarding  what  others  may 
think  of  it.  I  call  this  continuance  an  honor,  and  I 
really  esteem  it  to  be  a  greater  than  my  first  appoint 
ment,  when  I  consider  that  all  the  interest  of  my 
enemies,  united  with  my  own  request,  were  not  suffi 
cient  to  prevent  it.1 

I  have  not  yet  received  the  works  of  your 
Economical  Society,  or  those  of  its  founder.  I  sup 
pose  you  have  not  met  with  an  opportunity  of  send 
ing  them.  The  letter  you  propose  sending  to  our 
Philosophical  Society  will  be  very  acceptable  to  them. 
I  shall  be  glad  to  peruse  the  copy  you  propose  pass 
ing  through  my  hands.  Yours,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

1  On  this  subject  Dr.  Franklin  once  men?  One  man  can  carry  it.  Help  it 
wrote  to  another  friend  :  "  Your  com-  up  on  my  shoulders  and  see.'  As  he 
parison  of  the  keystone  of  an  arch  is  proceeded  with  it,  the  wag  kept  ex- 
very  pretty,  tending  to  make  me  claiming,  '  Zounds,  how  strong  you 
content  with  my  situation.  But  I  are !  I  could  not  have  thought  it  ! 
suppose  you  have  heard  our  story  Why,  you  are  a  Samson !  There  is 
of  the  harrow ;  if  not,  here  it  is.  no  such  another  man  in  America! 
A  farmer,  in  our  country,  sent  two  What  amazing  strength  God  has  given 
of  his  servants  to  borrow  one  of  a  you  !  But  you  will  kill  yourself ! 
neighbor,  ordering  them  to  bring  it  Pray  put  it  down  and  rest  a  little,  or 
between  them  on  their  shoulders.  let  me  bear  a  part  of  the  weight.' 
When  they  came  to  look  at  it,  one  of  '  No,  no,'  said  he,  being  more  encour- 
them,  who  had  much  wit  and  cunning,  aged  by  the  compliments  than  op- 
said  :  '  What  could  our  master  mean  pressed  by  the  burden  ;  '  you  shall  see 
by  sending  only  two  men  to  bring  this  lean  carry  it  quite  home.'  And  so 
harrow  ?  No  two  men  upon  earth  are  he  did.  In  this  particular  I  am  afraid 
strong  enough  to  carry  it.'  '  Poh  ! '  my  part  of  the  imitation  will  fall  short 
said  the  other,  who  was  vain  of  his  of  the  original." 
strength,  'what  do  you  talk  of  two 


1781]  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN.  287 

DCCCCXCI. 

TO    WILLIAM    NIXON.1 

PASSY,  5  September,  1781. 

REVEREND  SIR  : — I  duly  received  the  letter  you  did 
me  the  honor  of  writing  tome  the  25th  past,  together 
with  the  valuable  little  book,  of  which  you  are  the 
author.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  a  gentle 
man  of  your  learning  and  abilities  might  make  a  very 
useful  member  of  society  in  our  new  country,  and 
meet  with  encouragement  there,  either  as  an  in 
structor  in  one  of  our  universities,  or  as  a  clergyman 
of  the  Church  of  Ireland.  But  I  am  not  empowered 
to  engage  any  person  to  go  over  thither,  and  my 
abilities  to  assist  the  distressed  are  very  limited.  I 
suppose  you  will  soon  be  set  at  liberty  in  England 
by  the  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners.  In  the 
meantime,  if  five  louis-d'ors  will  be  of  present  service 
to  you,  please  to  draw  on  me  for  that  sum,  and  your 
bill  shall  be  paid  on  sight.  Some  time  or  other  you 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  assisting  with  an  equal 
sum  a  stranger  who  has  equal  need  of  it.  Do  so. 
By  that  means  you  will  discharge  any  obligation  you 
may  suppose  yourself  under  to  me.  Enjoin  him  to 
do  the  same  on  occasion.  By  pursuing  such  a  prac 
tice,  much  good  may  be  done  with  little  money.  Let 
kind  offices  go  round.  Mankind  are  all  of  a  family. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  reverend  sir,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

1  An  English  clergyman,  prisoner  on  parole,  at  Valognes. 
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DCCCCXCII. 

TO    ROBERT    MORRIS. 

PASSY,  12  September,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  have  received  your  letters  of  July 
1 3th,  1 4th,  i  Qth,  and  2ist,  all  at  once,  by  way  of 
L'Orient.  The  originals  of  those  you  mention  to 
have  sent  by  Major  Franks  are  not  yet  come  to  hand, 
nor  have  I  heard  of  his  arrival  in  Spain.  Your  let 
ters  of  June  6th  and  8th  were  remarkably  lucky  in 
getting  to  hand.  I  think  I  have  received  seven  of 
the  copies  you  had  the  precaution  to  send  me.  I  en 
close  copies  of  my  answers. 

I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  I 
have  obtained  a  promise  of  the  sum  I  wanted  to  pay 
the  bills  I  had  accepted  for  the  purchases  made  in 
Holland  ;  so  that  your  supplying  me  with  remittances 
for  that  purpose,  which  I  requested,  is  now  unneces 
sary,  and  I  shall  finish  the  year  with  honor.  But  it 
is  as  much  as  I  can  do,  with  the  aid  of  the  sum  I 
stopped  in  Holland  ;  the  drafts  on  Mr.  Jay  and  on 
Mr.  Adams  much  exceeding  what  I  had  been  made 
to  expect. 

I  had  been  informed  that  the  Congress  had  prom 
ised  to  draw  no  more  bills  on  Europe  after  the  month 
of  March  last,  till  they  should  know  they  had  funds 
here  ;  but  I  learn  from  Mr.  Adams  that  some  bills 
have  been  lately  presented  to  him,  drawn  June  22d, 
on  Mr.  Laurens,  who  is  in  the  Tower,  which  makes 
the  proceeding  seem  extraordinary.  Mr.  Adams  can 
not  pay  these  bills,  and  I  cannot  engage  for  them  ; 
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for  I  see  by  the  minutes  of  Congress  you  have  sent 
me  that,  though  they  have  stopped  issuing  bills 
drawn  on  the  ministers  at  Madrid  and  the  Hague 
until  they  shall  be  assured  that  funds  are  provided 
for  paying  them,  they  have  left  open  to  be  sold  those 
drawn  on  their  minister  at  Versailles,  funds  or  no 
funds  ;  which,  in  the  situation  you  will  see  I  am  in 
by  the  letters  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  terrifies 
me ;  for  I  have  promised  not  to  accept  any  drafts 
made  on  me  by  order  of  Congress,  if  such  should  be 
after  the  time  above  mentioned,  unless  I  have  funds 
in  my  hands,  or  in  view,  to  pay  them.  After  its 
being  declared  to  me  that  such  bills  could  not  be 
provided  for,  and  my  promise  not  to  engage  for  them, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  ask  for  the  money,  if  I  should 
accept  them  ;  and  I  believe  those  bills  of  Mr.  Ross 
must  go  back  protested. 

The  projected  loan  in  Holland  has  of  late  some 
appearances  of  success.  I  am  indeed  told  it  is  agreed 
to  by  the  States  ;  but  I  do  not  yet  think  it  so  certain 
as  to  venture,  or  advise  the  venturing,  to  act  in  ex 
pectation  of  it.  The  instant  it  is  assured,  I  will  send 
you  advice  of  it  by  every  opportunity,  and  will,  from 
time  to  time,  send  parts  of  it  in  cash  by  such  ships 
of  war  as  can  conveniently  take  it. 

I  cannot  write  to  you  fully  by  this  opportunity.  I 
will  not,  however,  delay  acquainting  you  that,  having 
the  fullest  confidence  in  your  assurances  of  enabling 
me  to  pay  them,  I  shall  cheerfully  accept  your  bills 
of  four  hundred  thousand  livres.  Captain  Gillon  has 
sailed  from  Holland,  without  taking  under  his  convoy 
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the  two  vessels  that  were  freighted  to  carry  the  goods 
purchased  by  Captain  Jackson  in  Holland.  There 
has  been  terrible  management  there  ;  and  from  the 
confusion  in  the  ship  before  and  when  she  sailed,  it 
is  a  question  if  she  ever  arrives  in  America. 

They  are  hard  at  work  here  in  providing  the  sup 
plies  to  replace  those  lost  in  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette. 
With  best  wishes  of  success  to  you  in  your  new 
employment,  and  assurances  of  every  aid  I  can  afford 
you,  I  am,  dear  sir,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCXCIII. 

TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

PASSY,  13  September,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  duly  received  the  two  letters  your  Excel 
lency  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me,  both  dated 
the  i Qth  of  June,  together  with  the  letter  addressed 
to  the  king  and  the  three  commissioners,  with  the 
instructions  relative  to  the  negotiations  for  peace.  I 
immediately  went  to  Versailles  and  presented  the 
letter,  which  was  graciously  received.  I  communi 
cated  also  to  Count  de  Vergennes  a  copy  of  your 
instructions  after  having  deciphered  them.  He  read 
them  while  I  was  with  him,  and  expressed  his  satis 
faction  with  the  unreserved  confidence  placed  in  his 
court  by  the  Congress,  assuring  me  that  they  never 
would  have  cause  to  regret  it,  for  that  the  king  had 
the  honor  of  the  United  States  at  heart,  as  well  as 
their  welfare  and  independence.  Indeed,  this  has 
already  been  manifested  in  the  negotiations  relative 
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to  the  plenipotentiaries  ;  and  I  have  had  so  much 
experience  of  his  Majesty's  goodness  to  us,  in  the 
aids  afforded  us  from  time  to  time,  and  of  the  sin 
cerity  of  this  upright  and  able  minister,  who  never 
promised  me  any  thing  which  he  did  not  punctually 
perform,  that  I  cannot  but  think  the  confidence  well 
and  judiciously  placed,  and  that  it  will  have  happy 
effects. 

I  have  communicated  to  Mr.  Adams  and  to  Mr.  Jay 
the  purport  of  your  despatches.  Mr.  Adams  already 
had  received  the  same  ;  by  the  first  safe  conveyance, 
I  shall  acquaint  the  Congress  with  the  steps  that  have 
been  taken  in  the  negotiation.  At  present  I  would 
only  say  that  the  settling  of  preliminaries  meets  with 
difficulty,  and  will  probably  take  much  time,  partly 
from  the  remoteness  of  the  mediators  ;  so  that  any 
relaxation  of  our  warlike  preparations,  in  expectation 
of  a  speedy  peace,  will  be  imprudent,  as  it  may  be 
pernicious. 

I  am  extremely  sensible  of  the  honor  done  me  by 
the  Congress  in  this  new  appointment.  I  beg  they 
would  accept  my  thankful  acknowledgments ;  and, 
since  they  judge  I  may  be  serviceable,  though  I  had 
requested  leave  to  retire,  I  submit  dutifully  to  their 
determination,  and  shall  do  my  utmost  to  merit  in 
some  degree  the  favorable  opinion  they  appear  to 
have  of  me.  I  am  the  more  encouraged  in  this  reso 
lution,  as  within  the  last  three  months  I  find  my  health 
and  strength  considerably  reestablished. 

I  wish,  however,  that  the  consul-general  may  soon 
be  appointed  for  this  kingdom  ;  it  would  ease  me  of 
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abundance  of  troublesome  business,  to  which  I  am 
not  equal,  and  which  interferes  with  my  own  import 
ant  functions. 

The  king  having  graciously  complied  with  my  re 
quest,  of  replacing  the  supplies  lost  in  the  Marquis 
de  Lafayette,  many  hands  are  employed  in  providing 
them,  who  work  hard  to  have  them  ready  and  shipped 
so  that  they  arrive  before  winter.  With  the  highest 
respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 

P.  S. — The  copying  machine  for  Mr.  Secretary 
Thomson  is  in  hand,  and  will  soon  be  finished  and 
sent  to  him. 


DCCCCXCIV. 

TO    DANIEL    OF    ST.    THOMAS    JENIFER.1 

PASSY,  13  September,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  received  the  very  obliging  letter  you  did 
me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  the  2Oth  of  June  last. 
It  gave  me  great  satisfaction  to  find,  by  the  unani 
mous  choice  you  mention,  that  my  services  had  not 
been  unacceptable  to  Congress ;  and  to  hear  also  that 
they  were  favorably  disposed  towards  my  grandson, 
Temple  Franklin.  It  was  my  desire  to  quit  public 
business,  fearing  it  might  suffer  in  my  hands  through 
the  infirmities  incident  to  my  time  of  life.  But,  as 
they  are  pleased  to  think  I  may  still  be  useful,  I  sub 
mit  to  their  judgment,  and  shall  do  my  best. 

I  immediately  forwarded  the  letter  you   enclosed 

1  Member  of  Congress  from  Maryland 
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for  Mr.  Lowndes  ;  and  if  in  any  thing  else  I  can  do 
you  service  or  pleasure  here,  please  to  command  me 
freely.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  regard, 
sir,  etc.,  .  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCXCV. 

TO    RICHARD    BACHE. 

PASSY,  13  September,  1781. 

DEAR  SON: — I  received  yours  of  June  2Oth.  It 
gave  me  great  pleasure,  as  it  informed  me  of  the  wel 
fare  of  yourself  and  the  dear  family. 

I  have  read  Mr.  Wharton's  pamphlet.  The  facts, 
as  far  as  I  know  them,  are  as  he  states  them.  Justice 
is,  I  think,  on  the  side  of  those  who  contracted  for 
the  lands.1  But  moral  and  political  rights  sometimes 
differ,  and  sometimes  are  both  subdued  by  might.  I 
received,  and  thank  you  for,  several  copies  of  the 
Indian  Spelling  Book.  I  received  also  the  German 
and  English  newspapers. 

Among  my  papers  in  the  trunk,  which  I  unhappily 
left  in  the  care  of  Mr.  Galloway,  were  eight  or  ten 
quire  or  two-quire  books,  of  rough  drafts  of  my  let 
ters,  containing  all  my  correspondence  when  in  Eng 
land,  for  near  twenty  years.  I  shall  be  very  sorry 
if  they  too  are  lost.  Do  not  you  think  it  possible, 
by  going  up  into  that  country,  and  inquiring  a  little 
among  the  neighbors,  you  might  possibly  hear  of  and 
recover  some  of  them.  I  should  not  have  left  them 
in  his  hands  if  he  had  not  deceived  me  by  saying 

1  The  Indiana  grant. 
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that  though  he  was  before  otherwise  inclined,  yet 
that,  since  the  king  had  declared  us  out  of  his  protec 
tion,  and  the  Parliament  by  an  act  had  made  our 
properties  plunder,  he  would  go  as  far  in  the  defence 
of  his  country  as  any  man,  and  accordingly  he  had 
lately,  with  pleasure,  given  colors  to  a  regiment  of 
militia,  and  an  entertainment  to  four  hundred  of  them 
before  his  house.  I  thought  he  was  become  a 
staunch  friend  to  the  glorious  cause.  I  was  mistaken. 
As  he  was  a  friend  of  my  son's,  to  whom  in  my 
will  I  had  left  all  my  books  and  papers,  I  made  him 
one  of  my  executors,  and  put  the  trunk  of  papers 
in  his  hands,  imagining  them  safer  in  his  house 
(which  was  out  of  the  way  of  any  probable  march  of 
the  enemy's  troops)  than  in  my  own.  It  was  very 
unlucky. 

My  love  to  Sally  and  the  children.  I  shall  soon 
write  to  all  my  friends.  At  present  I  am  pinched  in 
time,  and  can  only  add  that  I  am  ever  your  affec 
tionate  father,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCXCVI. 

TO    FRANCIS    HOPKINSON. 

PASSY,  13  September,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  have  received  your  kind  letter  of 
July  1 7th,  with  its  duplicate,  enclosing  those  for 
Messrs.  Brandlight  &  Sons,  which  I  have  forwarded. 
I  am  sorry  for  the  loss  of  the  Squibs.  Every  thing  of 
yours  gives  me  pleasure. 

As  to  the  friends  and  enemies  you  just  mention,  I 
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have  hitherto,  thanks  to  God,  had  plenty  of  the 
former  kind  ;  they  have  been  my  treasure,  and  it  has 
perhaps  been  of  no  disadvantage  to  me  that  I  have 
had  a  few  of  the  latter.  They  serve  to  put  us  upon 
correcting  the  faults  we  have,  and  avoiding  those  we 
are  in  danger  of  having.  They  counteract  the  mis 
chief  flattery  might  do  us,  and  the  malicious  attacks 
make  our  friends  more  zealous  in  serving  us  and  pro 
moting  our  interest.  At  present  I  do  not  know  of 
more  than  two  such  enemies  that  I  enjoy,  viz.  — — 
and  -  — .  I  deserve  the  enmity  of  the  latter,  be 
cause  I  might  have  avoided  it  by  paying  him  a  com 
pliment,  which  I  neglected.  That  of  the  former  I 
owe  to  the  people  of  France,  who  happened  to  respect 
me  too  much  and  him  too  little,  which  I  could  bear, 
and  he  could  not.  They  are  unhappy  that  they  can 
not  make  everybody  hate  me  as  much  as  they  do, 
and  I  should  be  so  if  my  friends  did  not  love  me 
much  more  than  those  gentlemen  can  possibly  love 
one  another. 

Enough  of  this  subject.  Let  me  know  if  you  are 
in  possession  of  my  gimcrack  instruments,  and  if  you 
have  made  any  new  experiments.  I  lent,  many  years 
ago,  a  large  glass  globe,  mounted,  to  Mr.  Coombe, 
and  an  electric  battery  of  bottles,  which  I  remember  ; 
perhaps  there  were  some  other  things.  He  may 
have  had  them  so  long  as  to  think  them  his  own. 
Pray  ask  him  for  them,  and  keep  them  for  me,  to 
gether  with  the  rest. 

You  have  a  new  crop  of  prose  writers.  I  see  in 
your  papers  many  of  their  fictitious  names,  but  no- 
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body  tells  me  the  real.  You  will  oblige  me  by  a  little 
of  your  literary  history.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  and 
believe  me  ever  yours  affectionately, 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCXCVII. 

TO    JOHN    INGENHOUSZ. 

PASSY,  2  October,  1781. 

It  is  a  long  time,  my  dear  friend,  since  I  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you.  I  have  postponed  it 
too  often  from  a  desire  of  writing  a  good  deal  on 
various  subjects,  which  I  could  not  find  sufficient  time 
to  think  of  properly.  Your  experiments  on  the  con 
ducting  of  heat  was  one  subject ;  the  finishing  my 
remarks  on  the  stroke  of  lightning  in  Italy  was  an 
other.  Then  I  was  taken  ill  with  a  severe  fit  of  the 
gout  soon  after  you  left  us,  which  held  me  near  three 
months,  and  put  my  business  and  correspondence  so 
far  behindhand  that  I  was  long  in  getting  it  up  again. 
Add  to  this,  that  I  find  indolence  increases  with  age, 
and  that  I  have  not  near  the  activity  I  formerly  had. 
But  I  cannot  afford  to  lose  your  correspondence,  in 
which  I  have  always  found  so  much  pleasure  and  in 
struction.  I  now  force  myself  to  write,  and  I  fancy 
this  letter  will  be  long. 

I  have  now  before  me  your  several  favors  of  De 
cember  5th,  1780,  February  7th,  April  7th,  May  23d, 
and  August  29th,  1781.  I  was  glad  to  find  by  the 
first  that  you  enjoyed  a  good  state  of  health,  and 
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that  you  had  leisure  to  pursue  your  philosophical  in 
quiries.  I  wish  you  that  continued  success,  which  so 
much  industry,  sagacity,  and  exactness  in  making  ex 
periments  have  a  right  to  expect.  You  will  have 
much  immediate  pleasure  by  that  success,  and  in  time 
great  reputation.  But  for  the  present  the  reputation 
will  be  given  grudgingly,  and  in  as  small  a  quantity  as 
possible,  mixed,  too,  with  some  mortification.  One 
would  think  that  a  man  so  laboring  disinterestedly  for 
the  good  of  his  fellow-creatures,  could  not  possibly  by 
such  means  make  himself  enemies  ;  but  there  are 
minds  who  cannot  bear  that  another  should  distinguish 
himself  even  by  greater  usefulness  ;  and,  though  he 
demands  no  profit,  nor  any  thing  in  return  but  the 
good-will  of  those  he  is  serving,  they  will  endeavor 
to  deprive  him  of  that,  first,  by  disputing  the  truth  of 
his  experiments,  then  their  utility  ;  and,  being  de 
feated  there,  they  finally  dispute  his  right  to  them,  and 
would  give  the  credit  of  them  to  a  man  that  lived 
three  thousand  years  ago,  or  at  three  thousand 
leagues'  distance,  rather  than  to  a  neighbor,  or  even 
a  friend.  Go  on,  however,  and  never  be  discour 
aged.  Others  have  met  with  the  same  treatment 
before  you,  and  will  after  you.  And,  whatever 
some  may  think  and  say,  it  is  worth  while  to  do 
men  good,  for  the  self-satisfaction  one  has  in  the 
reflection. 

Your  account  of  the  experiments  you  made  with 
the  wires  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  I  have 
shown  it  to  several  persons  here,  who  think  it  exceed 
ingly  curious.  If  you  should  ever  repeat  those  ex- 
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periments,  I  wish  your  attention  to  one  circumstance. 
I  think  it  possible  that,  in  dipping  them  into  the  wax, 
and  taking  them  out  suddenly,  the  metal  which  at 
tracts  heat  most  readily  may  chill  and  draw  out  with 
it  a  thicker  coat  of  wax  ;  and  this  thicker  coat  might, 
in  the  progress  of  the  experiment,  be  longer  melting. 
They  should  therefore  be  kept  so  long  in  the  wax,  as 
to  be  all  and  equally  heated.  Perhaps  you  may  thus 
find  the  progress  of  heat  in  the  silver  quicker  and 
greater.  I  think,  also,  that,  if  the  hot  oil  in  which 
you  dipped  the  ends  was  not  stagnant,  but  in  motion, 
the  experiment  would  be  more  complete,  because  the 
wire  which  quickest  diminishes  the  heat  of  the  oil  next 
to  it,  finds  soonest  the  difficulty  of  getting  more  heat 
from  the  oil  farther  distant,  which  depends  on  the 
nature  of  the  oil  as  a  conductor  of  heat,  that  which  is 
already  cooled  interfering  between  the  hotter  oil  and 
the  wire.  In  reversing  the  experiment  also,  to  try 
which  of  the  metals  cools  fastest,  I  think  the  wires 
should  be  dipped  in  running  cold  water ;  for,  when 
stagnant,  the  hot  wires,  by  communicating  heat  to 
the  water  that  is  near  them,  will  make  it  less  capable 
of  receiving  more  heat  ;  and,  as  the  metals  which 
communicate  their  heat  most  freely  and  readily  will 
soonest  warm  the  water  round  them,  the  operation  of 
such  metals  may  therefore  soonest  stop  ;  not  because 
they  naturally  longer  withhold  their  heat,  but  because 
the  water  near  them  is  not  in  a  state  to  receive  it.  I 
do  not  know  that  these  hints  are  founded ;  I  suggest 
them  only  as  meriting  a  little  consideration.  Every 
one  is  surprised  that  the  progress  of  the  heat  seems 


1781]  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN.  299 

to  have  no  connection  with  the  gravity  or  the  levity 
of  the  metals. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


DCCCCXCVIII. 

FROM    JOHN    ADAMS. 

AMSTERDAM,  4  October,  1781. 

SIR  : — Since  the  25th  of  August,  when  I  had  the  honor  to 
write  to  you,  this  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  taken  a  pen 
in  hand  to  write  to  anybody,  having  been  confined,  and 
reduced  too  low  to  do  any  kind  of  business,  by  a  nervous 
fever. 

The  new  commission  for  peace  has  been  a  great  consola 
tion  to  me,  because  it  removed  from  the  public  all  danger  of 
suffering  any  inconvenience,  at  a  time  when  for  many  days 
together  there  were  many  chances  to  one  that  I  should  have 
nothing  more  to  do  with  commissions  of  any  sort.  It  is 
still  a  great  satisfaction  to  me,  because  I  think  it  a  measure 
essentially  right,  both  as  it  is  a  greater  demonstration  of 
respect  to  the  powers  whose  ministers  may  assemble  to 
make  peace,  and  as  it  is  better  calculated  to  give  satisfaction 
to  the  people  of  America,  as  the  commissioners  are  chosen 
from  the  most  considerable  places  in  that  country. 

It  is  probable  that  the  French  court  is  already  informed 
of  the  alteration,  nevertheless  I  should  think  it  proper  that 
it  should  be  officially  notified  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes  ; 
and  if  you  are  of  the  same  opinion,  as  you  are  near,  I  should 
be  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  communicate  to  his  Excel 
lency  an  authentic  copy  of  the  new  commission. 

I  should  think,  too,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  give  some 
intimation  of  it  to  the  public  in  the  Gazette  or  Mercure  de 
France,  the  two  papers  which  are  published  with  the  consent 
of  the  court ;  and  if  you  are  of  the  same  opinion,  upon 
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consulting  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  I  should  be  glad  to  see 
it  done. 

Have  you  any  information  concerning  Mr.  Jefferson, 
whether  he  has  accepted  the  trust,  whether  he  has  embarked, 
or  proposes  soon  to  embark,  etc.  I  saw  a  paragraph  in  a 
Maryland  paper,  which  expressed  an  apprehension  that  he 
was  taken  prisoner  by  a  party  of  horse  in  Virginia.1 

I  feel  a  strong  curiosity  to  know  the  answer  of  the  British 
court  to  the  articles  to  serve  as  a  basis.  I  should  be  much 
obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  a  copy  of  it,  if  to  be  pro 
cured,  and  for  your  opinion  whether  there  will  be  a  congress 
or  not.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
etc.,  JOHN  ADAMS. 


DCCCCXCIX. 

TO    JOHN    ADAMS. 

PASSY,  12  October,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  received  the  letter  your  Excellency  did 
me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  the  4th  instant.  I 
have  never  known  a  peace  made,  even  the  most  ad 
vantageous,  that  was  not  censured  as  inadequate,  and 
the  makers  condemned  as  injudicious  or  corrupt. 
"  BLESSED  are  the  peace-makers]'  is,  I  suppose,  to  be 
understood  in  the  other  world,  for  in  this  they  are 
frequently  ciirsed.  Being  as  yet  rather  too  much  at 
tached  to  this  world,  I  had  therefore  no  ambition  to 
be  concerned  in  fabricating  this  peace,  and  I  know 
not  how  I  came  to  be  put  into  the  commission.  I 
esteem  it,  however,  as  an  honor  to  be  joined  with 

1  The     commissioners    were     John      son.     Mr.    Jefferson   did   not   accept 
Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay,       the  appointment. 
Henry  Laurens,  and  Thomas  Jeffer- 
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you  in  so  important  a  business,  and  if  the  execution 
of  it  shall  happen  in  my  time,  which  I  hardly  expect, 
I  shall  endeavor  to  assist  in  discharging  the  duty  ac 
cording  to  the  best  of  my  judgment. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  commission  of 
instructions,  I  communicated  them,  as  directed,  to 
this  court.  The  steps  that  have  been  taken  in  the 
mediation  were  verbally  communicated  to  me,  but  as 
yet  I  have  had  no  copies  given  me  of  the  papers.  I 
asked  if  it  was  not  proper  to  communicate  to  the 
ministers  of  the  mediating  powers  the  commission  of 
Congress  empowering  us  to  accept  their  mediation, 
and  was  advised  to  postpone  it  a  little.  I  will  en 
deavor,  on  Tuesday  next,  to  obtain  for  you  a  copy 
of  the  answer  of  the  British  court,  which  you  desire, 
and  will  consult  on  the  propriety  of  mentioning  our 
commission  in  the  public  papers. 

I  have  heard  nothing  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  I  imagine 
the  story  of  his  being  taken  prisoner  is  not  true. 
From  his  original  unwillingness  to  leave  America, 
when  I  was  sent  hither,  I  think  his  coming  doubtful, 
unless  he  had  been  made  acquainted  with  and  con 
sented  to  the  appointment. 

I  hope  your  health  is  fully  established.  I  doubt 
not  but  you  have  the  advice  of  -skilful  physicians, 
otherwise  I  should  presume  to  offer  mine,  which 
would  be,  though  you  find  yourself  well,  to  take  a  few 
doses  of  bark,  by  way  of  fortifying  your  constitution, 
and  preventing  a  return  of  your  fever.  With  the 
greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
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M. 

TO    EDMUND    BURKE. 

PASSY,  15  October,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  received  but  a  few  days  since  your  very 
friendly  letter  of  August  last,  on  the  subject  of  Gen 
eral  Burgoyne. 

Since  the  foolish  part  of  mankind  will  make  wars 
from  time  to  time  with  each  other,  not  having  sense 
enough  otherwise  to  settle  their  differences,  it  cer 
tainly  becomes  the  wiser  part,  who  cannot  prevent 
those  wars,  to  alleviate  as  much  as  possible  the 
calamities  attending  them.  Mr.  Burke  always  stood 
high  in  my  esteem  ;  but  his  affectionate  concern  for 
his  friend  renders  him  still  more  amiable,  and  makes 
the  honor  he  does  me  of  admitting  me  of  the  number 
still  more  precious. 

I  do  not  think  the  Congress  have  any  wish  to  per 
secute  General  Burgoyne.  I  never  heard,  till  I  re 
ceived  your  letter,  that  they  had  recalled  him  ;  if  they 
have  made  such  a  resolution,  it  must  be,  I  suppose,  a 
conditional  one,  to  take  place  in  case  their  offer  of  ex 
changing  him  for  Mr.  Laurens  should  not  be  accepted  ; 
a  resolution  intended  merely  to  enforce  that  offer. 

I  have  just  received  an  authentic  copy  of  the  re 
solve  containing  that  offer ;  and  authorizing  me  to 
make  it.  As  I  have  no  communication  with  your 
ministers,  I  send  it  enclosed  to  you.1  If  you  can  find 
any  means  of  negotiating  this  business,  I  am  sure  the 

1  "  In    Congress,  June    13,    1781  :  and   empowered  to  offer  Lieutenant- 
Resolved,  That  the  Minister  Plenipo-  General  Burgoyne  in  exchange  for  the 
tentiary  from  these  United  States  at  Honorable  Henry  Laurens." 
the  court  of  Versailles  be  authorized 
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restoring  of  another  worthy  man  to  his  family  and 
friends  will  be  an  addition  to  your  pleasure.  With 
great  and  invariable  respect  and  affection,  I  am,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  FRANKLIN." 


1  In  Burke's  letter  soliciting  Frank 
lin's  aid  in  persuading  Congress  not  to 
insist  upon  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne, 
who  was  in  England  only  as  a  prisoner 
on  parole,  he  said  : 

"  You,  my  dear  sir,  who  have  made 
such  astonishing  exertions  in  the  cause 
which  you  espouse,  and  are  so  deeply 
read  in  human  nature  and  human 
morals,  know  better  than  anybody 
that  men  will,  and  that  sometimes 
they  are  bound  to,  take  very  different 
views  and  measures  of  their  duty,  from 
local  and  from  professional  situation  ; 
and  that  we  may  all  have  equal  merit 
in  extremely  different  lines  of  conduct. 
In  this  piece  of  experimental  philos 
ophy  I  run  no  risk  of  offending  you. 
I  apply  not  to  the  ambassador  of 
America  but  to  Dr.  Franklin,  the 
philosopher,  the  friend  and  the  lover 
of  his  species." 

Burke  was  unacquainted  with  Lau- 
rens  when  Franklin's  letter  called  his 
attention  to  the  circumstances  of  his 
confinement  in  the  Tower.  As  soon 
as  he  learned  that  the  prisoner  was 
suffering  the  rigors  of  a  close  impris 
onment,  prevented  from  carrying  on  a 
proper  correspondence  with  his  friends 
and  family,  and  even  denied  the  use 
of  pen  and  ink,  all  his  sympathies 
were  awakened.  He  determined  to 
leave  nothing  undone  to  oblige  the 
government  to  mitigate  the  hardships 
of  his  confinement,  and  to  procure  his 
release.  On  meeting  with  some  re 
buffs  from  the  ministers  for  his  inter 
ference  in  the  business,  he  immedi 
ately  gave  notice  that  on  the  3d  Dec. 
he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  case  of  Col.  Laurens. 

All  the  obstructive  machinery  of  the 
Treasury,  says  Mr.  Knight,1  was  em 


ployed  to  frustrate  his  endeavors  with 
respect  to  the  American  statesman. 
First  he  heard  from  one  secretary, 
then  from  another.  He  was  as 
sured  that  Gen.  Burgoyne  had  already 
been  exchanged.  His  representations 
of  the  hardships  Laurens  was  suffer 
ing  in  the  Tower  were  denied.  When 
he  announced  his  intention  to  bring  the 
whole  matter  before  the  House,  he 
was  told  that  Lord  Hillsborough,  the 
Secretary  of  State,  was  utterly  indif 
ferent  as  to  the  course  he  might  take. 
He  was  dared  to  do  his  worst.  He 
had  acted,  it  was  sneeringly  insin 
uated,  with  his  usual  precipitation. 
He  had  made  charges  which  he  had 
not  the  courage  to  retract,  but  which 
he  knew  it  was  impossible  to  substan 
tiate.  Thus  challenged,  on  the  I7th 
Dec.  he  gave  notice  that  immediately 
after  the  recess  he  would  bring  in  a 
bill  to  regulate  the  exchange  of  pris 
oners  of  war,  with  special  application 
to  the  cases  of  Mr.  Laurens  and  Gen. 
Burgoyne ;  entering  at  the  same 
time  into  a  general  statement  of  the 
hardships  which  the  late  President  of 
Congress  had  undergone. 

General  Burgoyne,  who  was  a  mem 
ber  of  that  Parliament,  rose  at  once  to 
thank  Burke  for  having  striven  to  pro 
cure  his  release,  and  for  the  high 
terms  in  which  he  had  spoken  of  his 
character.  Lord  Newhaven,  how- 
ever,on  the  authority  of  the  Lieutenant 
of  the  Tower,  questioned  the  authen 
ticity  of  Burke's  facts,  and  hinted  that 
the  orator  himself  deserved  to  be  sent 
to  the  state  prison  for  entering  into  a 
correspondence  with  Dr.  Franklin. 
"  Good  God  !  "  exclaimed  Lord  New- 
haven,  "  can  I  believe  my  ears  ?  Do 
not  my  senses  deceive  me  ?  Can  a 


1 "  Life  of  Burke,"  vol.  II.,  p.  466. 
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MI. 

FROM    ROBERT   R.   LIVINGSTON. 

PHILADELPHIA,  24  October,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR : — Three  days  since,  I  did  myself  the  honor  to 
write  to  you,  informing  you  of  my  appointment  to  the  Sec 
retaryship  of  Foreign  Affairs,4  and  preparing  you  for  the 


member  of  this  assembly  not  only 
avow  his  correspondence  with  a  rebel, 
but  dare  to  read  it  to  us  ?  But  not 
only  has  he  done  this,  but  he  has 
actually  gone  to  the  ministers  avowing 
what  he  had  done,  and  even  showing 
them  the  evidence  of  his  treason." 
Another  county  member  at  once  of 
fered  to  move  a  vote  of  censure. 
Being  out  of  order  he  was  stopped  by 
the  Speaker.  Burke  in  reply  treated 
the  imputations  of  treason  with  con 
tempt.  "  I  am  not  rich  enough,"  he 
said,  "to  occupy  apartments  in  the 
Tower.  Such  a  prison  is  better  adapt 
ed  to  the  rank  and  fortune  of  the 
noble  lord.  But  if  I  were  confined  in 
the  Tower,  and  could  there  enjoy  the 
society  of  such  men  as  Laurens  and 
Dr.  Franklin,  I  may  perhaps  be  per 
mitted  to  say  that  I  should  not  in  any 
degree  regret  the  loss  of  the  noble 
lord's  company."  1 

Just  before  the  Christmas  recess 
Burke  brought  up  the  subject  again, 
and  in  reply  to  an  allegation  that 
Laurens  himself  did  not  complain  of 
ill-treatment,  read  a  petition  from  the 
prisoner,  written  with  a  pencil,  com 
plaining  of  every  grievance  which  had 
been  before  charged  on  his  behalf, 
and  praying  for  a  release  from  the 
close  confinement  under  which  he  was 
languishing.  The  petition  was  al 
lowed  to  lie  upon  the  table.2 

Burke  had  deferred  answering 
Franklin's  letter  of  the  i$th  of  Oc 
tober,  awaiting  the  result  of  his  efforts 
in  Parliament.  He  now  wrote  to  the 
philosopher,  setting  forth  the  obstacles 
with  which  he  had  to  contend,  and  the 
discouraging  prospects.  Fearful  lest 


Congress,  provoked  by  the  refusal  of 
an  exchange  by  the  English  ministers, 
should  renew  in  a  peremptory  manner 
its  demand  for  the  return  of  Bur- 
goyne,  Burke  earnestly  besought 
Franklin's  good  offices  to  prevent 
such  a  proceeding.  "  I  could  wish," 
he  wrote,  "  that  this  government 
would  take  the  lead  in  every  act  of 
generosity.  But  Providence  has  not 
done  its  work  by  halves.  Things  are 
disposed  of  otherwise  ;  and  along  with 
the  gifts  of  fortune  you  have  what  for 
tune  alone  cannot  give.  I  wished  to 
grant,  and  I  am  left  to  supplicate."  3 

His  supplications  were  happily  need 
less.  The  bill  of  which  he  had  given 
notice  accomplished  its  work  without 
being  introduced.  His  energetic  rep 
resentations  in  the  House  of  Commons 
produced  the  desired  results,  and  dur 
ing  the  holidays  Laurens  was  admitted 
to  bail,  and  shortly  afterwards  ex 
changed  for  Burgoyne. 

When  Laurens  came  to  know,  if  he 
ever  did,  the  extent  of  his  obligations 
to  Franklin  for  his  release,  he  doubt 
less  reproached  himself  for  ever  having 
suspected  the  Doctor  of  indifference  or 
insensibility. — EDITOR. 

4  In  that  letter  Mr.  Livingston 
wrote  :  "  Congress  having  lately 
thought  it  advisable  to  alter  the  ar 
rangement  of  their  great  executive  de 
partments,  and  to  dissolve  the  boards 
and  committees  under  whose  direction 
they  formerly  were,  I  am  to  inform 
you  that  they  have  done  me  the  honor 
to  appoint  me  their  Secretary  of  For 
eign  Affairs  ;  in  which  capacity  they 
have  made  it  my  duty,  as  it  will  al 
ways  be  my  inclination,  to  maintain 


1  "  Parliamentary  Hist.,"  vol.  XXII.,  p.  865. 

a  This  petition  is  preserved  in  Burke's  "  Collected  Speeches,"  vol.  II.,  p.  312. 

3  "  Burke's  Correspondence,"  vol.  II.,  p.  451. 
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happy  event  which  has  taken  place.  Enclosed  you  have  the 
capitulation  of  Yorktown  and  Gloucester,  by  which  a  British 
army  of  five  thousand  six  hundred  men  was  surrendered  to 
the  allied  arms  of  France  and  America  ;  and  no  inconsider 
able  fleet,  with  eight  hundred  seamen,  to  the  navy  of  his 
most  Christian  Majesty. 

Since  my  last,  which  was  written  the  day  after  I  entered 
upon  office,  I  have  seen  yours  of  the  I4th  of  May.  There 
are  many  things  in  it  which  deserve  the  attention  I  mean  to 
pay  it,  when  the  first  hurry  the  intelligence  I  communi 
cate  occasions,  is  over.  But,  sir,  there  is  a  part  which  I  can 
not  delay  to  take  notice  of,  because  I  feel  myself  interested 
in  opposing  the  resolution  that  you  seem  to  have  formed,  of 
quitting  the  station  which,  forthe  honor  of  the  United  States, 
you  now  hold.  I  shall  be  impatient  till  I  hear  that  you  com 
ply  with  the  wishes  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  as  commu 
nicated  long  since.  Though  the  new  powers  with  which  you 
are  invested  impose  additional  burdens  upon  you,  yet,  as 
they  at  once  contain  the  amplest  testimonials  of  the  appro 
bation  of  Congress,  and  directly  lead  to  the  completion  of 
the  great  cause  in  which  you  so  early  engaged,  I  cannot 
but  flatter  myself  that  you  will  take  it  upon  you.  I  sent 
with  my  first  letter  to  you  one  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes, 
informing  him  of  my  appointment.  You  will  do  me  the 
honor  to  present  it.  I  am,  sir,  etc., 

ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

an  intimate  and  regular  correspond-  remaining  practically  the  same.  On 
ence  with  you.  I  have  this  day  taken  the  loth  of  August,  1781,  Robert  R. 
the  oaths  of  office."  Livingston  was  chosen  Secretary  of 
The  correspondence  between  the  old  Foreign  Affairs,  and  upon  him  were 
Congress  and  the  American  agents  in  devolved  the  duties  of  the  committee, 
Europe  was  on  the  2gth  of  Novem-  which  was  then  dissolved,  to  the  great 
ber,  1775,  confided  to  a  committee  of  advantage  of  the  service.  Mr.  Liv- 
five,  consisting  of  B.  Franklin,  Benj.  ingston  resigned  the  Secretaryship  of 
Harrison,  John  Dickinson,  Robert  Foreign  Affairs  to  accept  the  position 
Morris,  and  John  Jay.  It  was  de-  of  Chancellor  of  the  State  of  New 
nominated  the  Committee  of  Secret  York,  and  his  duties  were  discharged 
Correspondence,  and  continued  to  bear  by  Elias  Boudinot,  President  of  Con- 
that  name  until  April  17,  1777,  when  gress,  for  a  few  months,  and  until  the 
it  was  designated  the  Committee  of  appointment  of  John  Jay  as  his  suc- 
Foreign  Affairs,  the  duties,  however,  cessor,  on  the  2istof  December,  1784. 
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MIL 


TO    THOMAS     MCKEAN,    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

PASSY,  5  November,  1781. 

SIR  : — Herewith  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  my  last  ; 
since  which  I  have  been  honored  with  two  letters  from 
the  late  President,  the  one  dated  March  2d,  relating 
to  Captain  Jones'  cross  of  merit,  which  I  have  com 
municated  as  directed  ;  the  other,  dated  July  5th,  re 
specting  the  release  and  exchange  of  Mr.  Laurens. 

Having  no  direct  communication  with  the  British 
ministers,  and  Mr.  Burke  appearing,  by  a  letter  to 
me,  warmly  interested  in  favor  of  his  friend,  General 
Burgoyne,  to  prevent  his  being  recalled,  I  have 
requested  and  empowered  him  to  negotiate  that  ex 
change,  and  I  soon  expect  his  answer.  The  late 
practice  of  sending  to  England  prisoners  taken  in 
America  has  greatly  augmented  the  number  of  those 
unfortunate  men,  and  proportionally  increased  the 
expense  of  relieving  them.  The  subscriptions  for 
that  purpose  in  England  have  ceased.  The  allowance 
I  have  made  to  them  of  sixpence  each  per  week 
during  the  summer,  though  small,  amounts  to  a  con 
siderable  sum ;  and  during  the  winter  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  double  if  not  treble  it.  The  Admiralty 
there  will  not  accept  any  English  in  exchange,  but 
such  as  have  been  taken  by  Americans,  and  abso 
lutely  refuse  to  allow  any  of  the  paroles  given  to  our 
privateers  by  English  prisoners  discharged  at  sea, 
except  in  one  instance,  that  of  fifty-three  men  taken 
in  the  Snake  sloop,  by  the  Pilgrim  and  Rambler, 
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which  was  a  case  attended,  as  they  say,  with  some 
particular  circumstances.  I  know  not  what  the  cir 
cumstances  were,  but  shall  be  glad  to  see  the  fifty- 
three  of  our  people,  whom  they  promised  to  send 
me  by  the  first  cartel.  I  have  about  five  hundred 
other  paroles  solemnly  given  in  writing,  by  which  the 
Englishmen  promised  either  to  send  our  people  in 
exchange  or  to  surrender  themselves  to  me  in  France, 
not  one  of  which  has  been  regarded,  so  little  faith 
and  honor  remain  in  that  corrupted  nation.  Our 
privateers,  when  in  the  European  seas,  will  rarely 
bring  in  their  prisoners  when  they  can  get  rid  of 
them  at  sea.  Some  of  our  poor  brave  countrymen 
have  been  in  that  cruel  captivity  now  for  near  four 
years.  I  hope  the  Congress  will  take  this  matter 
into  immediate  consideration,  and  find  some  means 
for  their  deliverance,  and  to  prevent  the  sending 
more  from  America.  By  my  last  accounts,  the  num 
ber  now  in  the  several  prisons  amounts  to  upwards 
of  eight  hundred. 

I  request  also  some  direction  from  Congress  (hav 
ing  never  received  any)  respecting  the  allowance  to 
be  made  to  them  while  they  remain  there.  They 
complain  that  the  food  given  them  is  insufficient. 
Their  petition  to  the  English  government  to  have 
an  equal  allowance  with  the  French  and  Spanish 
prisoners  has  been  rejected,  which  makes  the  small 
pecuniary  assistance  I  can  send  them  more  necessary. 
If  a  certain  number  of  English  prisoners  could  be  set 
apart  in  America,  treated  exactly  in  the  same  manner, 
and  their  exchange  refused  till  it  should  be  agreed  to 
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set  these  at  liberty  in  Europe,  one  might  hope  to 
succeed  in  procuring  the  discharge  of  our  people. 
Those  who  escape  and  pass  through  France  to  get 
home  put  me  also  to  a  great  expense  for  their  land 
journeys,  which  could  be  prevented  if  they  could  be 
exchanged,  as  they  would  be  landed  here  in  ports. 

The  ambassador  of  Venice  told  me  that  he  was 
charged  by  the  Senate  to  express  to  me  their  grateful 
sense  of  the  friendly  behavior  of  Captain  Barry, 
commander  of  the  Alliance,  in  rescuing  one  of  the 
ships  of  their  state  from  an  English  privateer,  and 
setting  her  at  liberty ;  and  he  requested  me  to  com 
municate  this  acknowledgment  to  Congress.  There 
is  a  complaint  from  Holland  against  Captain  Jones, 
for  having  taken  the  brigantine  Berkenbosch  and 
sending  her  to  America,  and  I  have  been  desired  to 
lay  before  Congress  the  enclosed  depositions  relating 
to  that  capture,  and  to  request  their  attention  to  it. 

The  ambassador  of  Portugal  also  frequently  asks 
me  if  I  have  received  any  answer  to  their  complaint 
long  since  sent  over.  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to 
give  one  of  some  kind  or  other.  But  none  has  yet 
come  to  my  hands.  I  need  not  mention  the  import 
ance  of  attending  to  the  smallest  complaints  between 
nations,  the  neglect  of  them  having  sometimes  very 
serious  consequences. 

The  mediation  proposed  is  not  agreed  to  by  Eng 
land,  who  refuses  to  treat  with  our  United  States  but 
as  a  sovereign  with  subjects  ;  and  I  apprehend  that  a 
change  in  that  resolution  is  only  to  be  expected  from 
time,  the  growing  insupportable  expense  of  the  war, 
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or  a  course  of  misfortunes  in  the  progress  of  it.  The 
spirits  of  that  nation  have  been  continually  kept  up 
by  the  flattering  accounts  sent  over,  of  our  being 
weary  of  the  contest  and  on  the  point  of  submission. 
Their  ministers,  as  appears  by  their  intercepted  letters, 
have  been  themselves  so  far  deceived  as  to  expect  daily 
those  submissions,  and  to  have  the  pleasure  of  laying 
them  before  the  king.  We  may,  perhaps,  be  able  to 
guess  a  little  by  the  king's  speech  at  the  approaching 
new  session  of  Parliament,  whether  they  still  continue 
under  this  delusion.  As  long  as  it  subsists,  peace  is 
not  to  be  expected. 

A  loan  has  been  proposed  to  be  obtained  for  us  of 
the  States  of  Holland  on  the  credit  of  this  govern 
ment.  All  public  operations  are  slow  in  that  country  ; 
and  though  the  affair  is  at  length  said  to  be  concluded, 
it  is  not  yet  executed.  Considerable  advances  have, 
however,  been  made  here  in  expectation  of  being  reim 
bursed  by  it.  The  last  aids  granted  us  have  been  so 
absorbed  by  my  payment  of  the  drafts  on  Mr.  Jay 
and  Mr.  Adams,  and  acceptance  of  those  for  the 
enormous  unexpected  purchases  in  Holland,  which 
were  to  have  gone  in  Captain  Gillon's  ship,  but  left 
behind,  that  I  shall  have  nothing  to  spare  for  extra- 
ordinaries,  unless  some  of  the  Holland  loan  comes 
soon  into  my  hands.  I  am  now  told,  from  Amster 
dam,  that  the  two  ships  freighted  there  to  carry  those 
goods  are  detained,  as  their  contract  was  to  sail  under 
convoy  of  the  South  Carolina,  which  left  them  ;  and 
they  must  now  take  more  men  to  defend  them,  and 
of  consequence  claim  a  higher  freight,  and  to  have  it 
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paid  before  they  sail,  unless  I  will  buy  the  ships,  and 
send  them  on  account  of  Congress,  neither  of  which 
is  in  my  power  to  do.  It  was  with  reluctance  I  en 
gaged  in  that  affair,  having  little  confidence  in  Cap 
tain  Gillon's  management,  and  fearing  some  embarrass 
ment  of  our  credit. 

I  consented,  in  fine,  to  engage  for  the  payment  of 
ten  thousand  pounds  sterling,  being  the  value  of  the 
goods  suitable  for  Congress,  said  to  be  already  shipped 
in  that  vessel ;  and,  as  there  was  said  to  be  still  some 
room,  and  she  was  thought  a  safe  conveyance,  I  con 
cluded  to  furnish  an  additional  sum  to  fill  that  sup 
posed  vacancy,  which  I  limited  to  five  thousand 
pounds  sterling  more.  You  will  judge  of  my  surprise 
when  I  saw  the  accounts  of  that  additional  purchase, 
which  amounted,  instead  of  five,  to  fifty  thousand 
pounds  sterling.  I  at  first  absolutely  refused  to  pay 
for  them.  But  Captain  Jackson  came  to  me  from 
thence  express  ;  urged,  that  the  purchase  was  made  by 
order  of  Colonel  Laurens  ;  that  the  goods  were  on 
board  ;  that,  if  I  would  not  undertake  to  pay  for 
them,  they  must  be  relanded,  and  returned  or  sold, 
which  would  be  a  public  disgrace  to  us  ;  that  they 
were  all  articles  exceedingly  wanted  in  America,  etc. 
etc.  In  fine,  I  was  prevailed  on,  and  accepted  the 
bills,  and  was  obliged  to  go  with  this  after-clap  to  the 
ministers,  a  proceeding  always  disagreeable,  after  the 
dispositions  of  the  funds  of  the  year  have  been 
arranged  ;  and  more  so  in  this  case,  as  the  money 
was  to  be  paid  for  the  manufactures  of  other  countries, 
and  not  laid  out  in  those  of  this  kingdom,  by  whose 
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friendship  it  was  furnished.  This  fresh  grant  was  at 
first  absolutely  refused  ;  at  length  I  obtained  it,  and 
I  hoped  the  difficulty  was  over. 

But,  after  all,  the  officers  declare  the  ship  was  over 
loaded,  that  there  was  not  room  to  lodge  the  people 
and  provisions,  nor  to  act  in  fighting  her ;  the  goods 
are  turned  out  into  two  other  ships,  those  are  left,  and 
it  is  now  proposed  to  me  either  to  buy  them  or  to 
advance  a  freight  nearly  equal  to  their  value.  I  can 
not  make  a  new  demand  for  this  purpose  ;  and  I  shall 
not  wonder  if  this  government,  observing  how  badly 
our  shipping  and  transporting  the  supplies  are  man 
aged,  should  take  that  business  for  the  future  entirely 
into  their  own  hands,  as  they  have  begun  to  do  in  the 
case  of  replacing  the  cargo  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafay 
ette  ;  and,  indeed,  till  some  active,  intelligent  person, 
skilled  in  maritime  affairs,  is  placed  here  as  consul,  I 
cannot  but  think  it  will  be  much  better  executed,  and 
more  for  our  advantage.  Some  considerable  parts  of 
that  new  cargo  are  already  shipped,  and  the  rest  I 
hear  are  in  great  forwardness. 

The  very  friendly  disposition  of  this  court  towards 
us  still  continues,  and  will,  I  hope,  continue  for  ever. 
From  my  own  inclination,  as  well  as  in  obedience  to 
the  orders  of  Congress,  every  thing  in  my  power  shall 
be  done  to  cultivate  that  disposition  ;  but  I  trust  it 
will  be  remembered  that  the  best  friends  may  be 
overburdened  ;  that,  by  too  frequent,  too  large,  and 
too  importunate  demands  upon  it,  the  most  cordial 
friendship  may  be  wearied ;  and,  as  nothing  is  more 
teasing  than  repeated,  unexpected  large  demands  for 
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money,  I  hope  the  Congress  will  absolutely  put  an 
end  to  the  practice  of  drawing  on  their  ministers,  and 
thereby  obliging  them  to  worry  their  respective  courts 
for  the  means  of  payment.  It  may  have  otherwise 
very  ill  effects  in  depressing  the  spirit  of  a  minister, 
and  destroying  that  freedom  of  representation  which, 
on  many  occasions,  it  might  be  proper  for  him  to 
make  use  of. 

I  heartily  congratulate  you,  sir,  on  your  being 
called  to  the  honorable  and  important  office  of  Presi 
dent,  and  wish  you  every  kind  of  prosperity. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects  to  the 
Congress,  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  great  and  sin 
cere  esteem  and  respect,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


Mill. 

TO    MESSRS.    KORNMANN. 

PASSY,  21  November,   1781. 

GENTLEMEN  : — Enclosed  is  the  answer  you  desire 
to  the  letter  sent  me  from  Konigsberg.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


PASSY,  21  November,  1781. 

MADAM  : — I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  of  writing  to  me  the  26th  of  last  month  ;  in 
answer  to  which  I  ought  to  inform  you,  that  I  was 
born  in  America,  now  near  seventy-six  years  since, 
that  I  never  was  in  Ireland  till  the  year  1772,  which 
was  for  a  few  weeks  only,  and  I  did  not  pass  thence 
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to  America  with  any  person  of  my  name,  but  returned 
to  England  ;  nor  had  I  ever  any  knowledge  of  the 
John  Franklin  you  mention.  I  have  exact  accounts 
of  every  person  of  my  family  since  the  year  1555, 
when  it  was  established  in  England,  and  am  certain 
that  none  of  them  but  myself  since  that  time  was 
ever  in  Ireland.  The  name  of  Franklin  is  common 
among  the  English  of  the  two  nations,  but  there  is  a 
number  of  different  families  who  bear  it,  and  who 
have  no  relation  to  each  other.  It  would  be  a  pleas 
ure  to  me  to  discover  a  relation  in  Europe,  possess 
ing  the  amiable  sentiments  expressed  in  your  letter. 
I  assure  you  I  should  not  disown  the  meanest.  I 
should  also  be  glad  if  I  could  give  you  a  satisfactory 
account  of  your  family  ;  but  I  really  know  nothing 
of  them.  I  have  therefore  not  the  honor  of  being 
related  to  them,  but  I  have  that  of  being,  madam, 
yours,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

MIV. 

TO    THOMAS    POWNALL. 

PASSY,  23  November,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  your  favor  by  Mr.  Hobart. 
I  caused  an  application  to  be  made  to  Almon  in  be 
half  of  Mrs.  Barry,  but  do  not  learn  that  it  is  like  to 
meet  with  any  success.1  As  the  transaction  was  be 
tween  yourself  and  him,  no  other  person  but  you  can 
claim  with  authority.  I  must  therefore  beg  for  the 

1  Mrs.    Barry   was  the  daughter  of  Mr.   Evans  had  died,  and  his  daugh- 

Lewis    Evans,  who   published  a  geo-  ter,  who  was  now  at  Tunis,  was  to  re- 

graphica    laccount  of   some  parts    of  ceive  the  profits  of  the  sale.     Almon 

America,    with    an    improved    map.  was  the  publisher. 
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poor  good  woman's  sake,  that  you  would  do  some 
thing  effectual  in  it. 

I  also  request  that  you  would  send  the  copies  you 
mention  to  me  here,  directed  to  the  care  of  Mr, 
Bowen  at  Ostend  ;  and  that  the  plate  may  be  packed 
with  them. 

I  wish  most  heartily  with  you  that  this  cursed  war 
was  at  an  end  ;  but  I  despair  of  seing  it  finished  in 
my  time.  Your  thirsty  nation  has  not  yet  drunk 
enough  of  our  blood.  I  am  authorized  to  treat  of 
peace  whenever  she  is  disposed  to  it  ;  but  I  saw  in 
conveniences  in  meeting  and  discoursing  with  you  on 
the  subject,  or  with  any  one  not  avowed  by  your  min 
istry  ;  having  already  experienced  such  in  several  in 
stances.  Mr.  Hobart  appeared  not  fully  acquainted 
with  your  ideas,  and  as  he  could  not  communicate 
them  I  could  make  no  judgment  of  them.  My  best 
wishes  attend  you,  being  with  the  old,  long-continued 
esteem,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


MV. 

TO    JOHN    ADAMS. 

PASSY,  26  November,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  sent  forward  last  Saturday  some  packets 
and  letters  for  you,  which  I  hope  got  to  hand  in  time. 
Most  heartily  do  I  congratulate  you  on  the  glorious 
news  !  *  The  infant  Hercules  in  his  cradle  has  now 

1  The  "glorious  news"  here  referred  were  allowed  to  return  upon  parole  to 

to  was  the  capitulation  of  Cornwallis'  England,  but  his  army  were  made  pris- 

army  at  Yorktown,  on  the  i;th  of  Oc-  oners  of  war.    It  consisted  of  from  five 

tober  preceding.     He  and  his  officers  to  six  thousand  men,  of  whom  only 
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strangled  his  second  serpent,  and  gives  hopes  that  his 
future  history  will  be  answerable. 

I  enclose  a  packet  which  I  have  just  received  from 
General  Washington,  and  which  I  suppose  contains 
the  articles  of  capitulation.  It  is  a  rare  circumstance, 
and  scarce  to  be  met  with  in  history,  that  in  one  war 
two  armies  should  be  taken  prisoners  completely,  not 
a  man  in  either  escaping.  It  is  another  singular  cir 
cumstance,  that  an  expedition  so  complex,  formed  of 


four  thousand  were  fit  for  duty.  In 
addition,  about  fifteen  hundred  sailors 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors,  who 
also  obtained  an  admirable  train  of  ar 
tillery,  arms,  and  munitions  of  war. 
The  French  made  prizes  of  a  frigate, 
two  sloops  of  war,  transports,  and 
other  ships.  The  apparent  loss  to  the 
British  was  not  very  great,  but  the  two 
capitulations  of  Saratoga  and  York- 
town  were  judged  to  have  decided  the 
contest  and  the  destiny  of  the  repub 
lic,  then  at  the  verge  of  despair. 

Schlosser  says  that  Lord  North,  as 
is  well  known,  only  lost  his  self-pos 
session  once  in  his  life,  and  that  was 
when  Lord  George  Germaine  brought 
him  the  intelligence  of  the  capitulation 
of  Yorktown.  Wraxall,  in  his  memoirs 
of  his  own  time,  vol.  II.,  p.  262,  gives 
a  graphic  account  of  the  effects  pro 
duced  by  this  news  at  court. 

"  During  the  whole  month  of  Novem 
ber  the  concurring  accounts  trans 
mitted  to  government,  enumerating 
Lord  Cornwallis'  embarrassments  and 
the  position  taken  by  the  enemy,  aug 
mented  the  anxiety  of  the  cabinet. 
Lord  George  Germaine  in  particular, 
conscious  that  on  the  prosperous  or 
adverse  termination  of  that  expedition 
must  hinge  the  fate  of  the  American 
contest,  his  own  stay  in  office,  as  well 
as  probably  the  duration  of  the  minis 
try  itself,  felt,  and  even  expressed  to 
his  friends,  the  strongest  uneasiness 
on  the  subject.  The  meeting  of  Par 
liament  meanwhile  stood  fixed  for  the 
27th  of  November.  On  Sunday,  the 


25th,  about  noon,  official  intelligence 
of  the  surrender  of  the  British  forces 
at  Yorktown,  arrived  from  Falmouth, 
at  Lord  George  Germaine's  house  in 
Pall  Mall.  Lord  Walsingham,  who, 
previous  to  his  father's  (Sir  William, 
de  Grey)  elevation  to  the  peerage,  had 
been  Under-Secretary  of  State  in  that 
department,  and  who  was  selected  to 
second  the  address  in  the  House  of 
Peers  on  the  subsequent  Tuesday, 
happened  to  be  there  when  the  mes 
senger  brought  the  news.  Without 
communicating  it  to  any  other  person, 
Lord  George,  for  the  purpose  of  de 
spatch,  immediately  got  with  him  inta 
a  hackney  coach  and  drove  to  Lord 
Stormont's  residence  in  Portland  Place. 
Having  imparted  to  him  the  disastrous 
information,  and  taken  him  into  the 
carriage,  they  instantly  proceeded  to 
the  Chancellor's  house  in  Great  Rus 
sell  Street,  Bloomsbury,  whom  they 
found  at  home  ;  when,  after  a  short 
consultation,  they  determined  to  lay 
it,  themselves  in  person,  before  Lord 
North.  He  had  not  received  any  in 
timation  of  the  event,  when  they  ar 
rived  at  his  door  in  Downing  Street, 
between  one  and  two  o'clock.  The 
First  Minister's  firmness,  and  even  his 
presence  of  mind,  gave  way  for  a  short 
time  under  this  awful  disaster.  I 
asked  Lord  George  afterwards  how  he 
took  the  communication  when  made  to- 
him.  '  As  he  would  have  taken  a  ball 
in  his  breast,'  replied  Lord  George. 
'  For  he  opened  his  arms,  exclaiming 
wildly,  as  he  paced  up  and  down  the 
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armies  of  different  nations,  and  of  land  and  sea  forces, 
should  with  such  perfect  concord  be  assembled  from 
different  places  by  land  and  water,  form  their  junction 
punctually,  without  the  least  retard  by  cross  accidents 
of  wind  or  weather,  or  interruption  from  the  enemy  ; 
and  that  the  army  which  was  their  object  should  in 
the  meantime  have  the  goodness  to  quit  a  situation 
from  whence  it  might  have  escaped,  and  place  itself 
in  another  whence  an  escape  was  impossible. 


apartment  during  a  few  minutes  :  "  O 
God  !  it  is  all  over  !  " — words  which  he 
repeated  many  times,  under  emotions 
of  the  deepest  agitation  and  distress.' 
"  When  the  first  agitation  of  their 
minds  had  subsided,  the  four  minis 
ters  discussed  the  question,  whether  or 
not  it  might  be  expedient  to  prorogue 
Parliament  for  a  few  days  ;  but,  as 
scarcely  an  interval  of  forty-eight  hours 
remained  before  the  appointed  time  of 
assembling,  and  as  many  members  of 
both  Houses  were  already  either  ar 
rived  in  London  or  on  the  road,  that 
proposition  was  abandoned.  It  be 
came,  however,  indispensable  to  alter, 
and  almost  to  model  anew,  the  king's 
speech,  which  had  been  already  drawn 
up,  and  completely  prepared  for  deliv 
ery  from  the  throne.  This  alteration 
was  therefore  made  without  delay  ; 
and  at  the  same  time  Lord  Germaine, 
as  Secretary  for  the  American  De 
partment,  sent  off  a  despatch  to  his 
Majesty,  who  was  then  at  Kew,  ac 
quainting  him  with  the  melancholy 
termination  of  Lord  Cornwallis'  expe 
dition.  Some  hours  having  elapsed 
before  these  different  but  necessary 
acts  of  business  could  take  place,  the 
ministers  separated,  and  Lord  George 
Germaine  repaired  to  his  office  in 
Whitehall.  There  he  found  a  con 
firmation  of  the  intelligence,  which 
arrived  about  two  hours  after  the  first 
communication  ;  having  been  trans 
mitted  from  Dover,  to  which  place  it 
was  forwarded  from  Calais,  with  the 
French  account  of  the  same  event. 


"  I  dined  on  that  day  at  Lord 
George's ;  and  though  the  informa 
tion,  which  had  reached  London  in 
the  course  of  the  morning  from  two 
different  quarters,  was  of  a  nature 
not  to  admit  of  long  concealment, 
yet  it  had  not  been  communicated 
either  to  me  or  to  any  individual 
of  the  company,  as  it  might  nat 
urally  have  been  through  the  chan 
nel  of  common  report.  When  I  got  to 
Pall  Mall,  between  five  and  six  o'clock, 
Lord  Walsingham,  who  likewise  dined 
there,  was  the  only  person  present  ex 
cept  Lord  George  acquainted  with  the 
fact.  The  party,  nine  in  number,  sat 
down  to  table.  I  thought  the  master 
of  the  house  appeared  serious,  though 
he  manifested  no  discomposure.  Be 
fore  the  dinner  was  finished  one  of  his 
servants  delivered  him  a  letter,  brought 
back  by  the  messenger  who  had  been 
despatched  to  the  king.  Lord  George 
opened  and  perused  it  ;  then  looking 
at  Lord  Walsingham,  to  whom  he  ex 
clusively  directed  his  observation  : 
'The  king  writes,'  said  he,  'just  as 
he  always  does,  except  that  I  observe 
he  has  omitted  to  mark  the  hour  and 
the  minute  of  his  writing  with  his  us 
ual  precision.'  This  remark,  though 
calculated  to  awaken  some  interest, 
excited  no  comment  ;  and  while  the 
ladies — Lord  George's  three  daughters 
— remained  in  the  room,  we  repressed 
our  curiosity.  But  they  had  no  sooner 
withdrawn  than  Lord  George  having 
acquainted  us  that  from  Paris  informa 
tion  had  just  arrived  of  the  old  Count 
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General  Greene  has  done  wonders  too  in  Carolina. 
I  hear  thajt  a  reinforcement  was  to  be  sent  to  him 
from  the  army  in  Virginia,  and  that  there  are  hopes 
of  his  reducing  Charleston.  You  have  probably  in 
the  enclosed  packet  the  account  of  his  last  great  ac 
tion.  Count  de  Grasse  sailed  on  the  3Oth  with  the 
fleet  and  part  of  the  land  forces.  His  destination  is 
not  mentioned.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


de  Maurepas,  First  Minister,  lying  at 
the  point  of  death  ;  '  It  would  grieve 
me,"  said  I,  '  to  finish  my  career, 
however  far  advanced  in  years,  were  I 
First  Minister  of  France,  before  I  had 
witnessed  the  termination  of  this  great 
contest  between  England  and  Amer 
ica.'  '  He  has  survived  to  see  that 
event,'  replied  Lord  George,  with 
some  agitation.  Utterly  unsuspicious 
of  the  fact  which  had  happened  be 
yond  the  Atlantic,  I  conceived  him  to 
allude  to  the  indecisive  naval  action 
fought  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chesa 
peake,  early  in  the  preceding  month  of 
September,  between  Admiral  Graves 
and  Count  de  Grasse  ;  which,  in  its 
results,  might  prove  most  injurious  to 
Lord  Cornwallis.  Under  this  impres 
sion,  '  My  meaning,'  said  I,  '  is  that 
if  I  were  the  Count  de  Maurepas,  I 
should  wish  to  live  long  enough  to  be 
hold  the  final  issue  of  the  war  in  Vir 
ginia.'  '  He  has  survived  to  witness 
it  completely, 'answered  Lord  George. 
'  The  army  has  surrendered,  and  you 
may  peruse  the  particulars  of  the  ca 
pitulation  in  that  paper '  ;  taking  at 
the  same  time  one  from  his  pocket, 
which  he  delivered  into  my  hand,  not 
without  visible  emotion.  By  his  per 
mission  I  read  it  aloud,  while  the  com 
pany  listened  in  profound  silence.  We 
then  discussed  its  contents,  as  affect 
ing  the  ministry,  tbe  country,  and  the 
war.  It  must  be  confessed  that  they 
were  calculated  to  diffuse  a  gloom  over 
the  most  convivial  society,  and  that 


they  opened  a  wide  field  for  specula 
tion." 

The  news  of  the  capitulation  was 
first  communicated  to  Franklin  by  the 
following  note  from  Vergennes,  who 
received  it  through  his  agents  in  Eng 
land  : 

"  Je  ne  puis  mieux  Monsieur,  vous 
temoigner  ma  reconnaissance  des  nou- 
velles  que  vous  avez  bien  voulu  me  com- 
muniquer  qu'en  vous  faisant  part  que 
M.  le  Due  de  Lauzun  est  arrive  cet 
apres-midi  avec  1'agreable  nouvelle 
que  les  troupes  combiners  de  France 
et  d'Amerique  ont  force  le  General 
Cornwallis  a  capituler.  La  garnison 
anglaise  est  sortie  d'Yorktown,  le 
29  Octobre,  avec  les  honneurs  de  la 
guerre  et  a  mis  bas  les  armes  comme 
prisonniers.  Environ  6,000  hommes 
de  troupes,  1,800  matelots  ou  negres, 
22  drapeaux,  et  170  pieces  de  canon 
dont  75  de  bronze  sont  les  trophees 
qui  signalent  cette  victoire,  indepen- 
damment  d'un  vaisseau  de  50  canons 
qui  a  ete  brule,  ainsi  qu'une  fregate 
et  un  assez  grand  nombre  de  transports. 

"  Mon  billet  vous  serarendu  avotre 
reveil,  Monsieur,  et  je  suis  assure 
qu'il  vous  fera  partager  la  satisfaction 
que  j'eprouve. 

"  J'ai  1'honneur  d'etre  avec  un 
sincere  attachement,  Monsieur,  votre 
tres  humble  et  tres  obeissant  serviteur, 
(Signed)  "  DE  VERGENNES. 

"Versailles,  le  19  gbre,  1781, 

ii  heures  du  soir. 
"  M.  B.  FRANKLIN." 

—EDITOR. 
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MVI. 

FROM   ROBERT    R.    LIVINGSTON. 

PHILADELPHIA,  26  November,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — The  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  who  has  obtained 
leave  to  revisit  his  family  for  the  winter,  does  me  the  honor 
to  be  the  bearer  of  this  and  duplicates  of  two  former  letters 
to  you.  The  degree  of  estimation  in  which  he  is  held  here 
you  will  collect  from  the  enclosed  resolutions  relative  to 
him,  so  that  you  may  converse  freely  with  him,  and  I  doubt 
not  that  he  will  be  able  to  satisfy  your  inquiries  on  many 
important  questions  relative  to  this  country ;  on  which 
account  I  may  confine  myself  more  to  general  heads  than  I 
would  otherwise  do. 

As  to  intelligence,  there  is  little  of  importance,  the  army 
all  having  gone  into  winter-quarters  after  the  late  glorious 
campaign,  the  enemy  having  been  defeated  on  every  hand. 
A  party  of  about  six  hundred  of  them,  who  fell  upon  the 
western  frontier  of  New  York,  were  the  last  that  quitted 
the  stage,  having  been  driven  off  by  an  inferior  number  of 
militia,  with  the  loss  of  their  leaders,  and  many  privates 
killed,  and  about  fifty,  including  the  wounded,  made  pris 
oners.  A  body  of  troops  is  detached  to  the  southward  to 
reinforce  General  Greene,  with  orders  to  attempt  Wilming 
ton  on  their  way,  which  the  enemy  occupy  with  about  five 
hundred  men,  and  keep  up  a  connection  with  the  disaffected 
Bounties  in  North  Carolina. 

We  have  not  in  a  long  time  heard  either  from  you  or  Mr. 
Jay,  so  that  we  are  much  in  the  dark  respecting  the  proba 
ble  prospect  of  a  negotiation  this  winter,  or  rather  are  led 
to  conclude  from  your  silence  that  the  prospect  is  extremely 
remote  ;  in  which  case  all  your  objects  will  concentre  in 
preparing  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  and  directing  the  opera 
tions  as  far  as  possible  to  this  country.  The  success  of  the 
combined  operations  this  summer  will  give  great  weight 
to  your  arguments,  especially  as  they  are  such  as  would 
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deserve,  independent  of  that,  the  most  serious  attention. 
But,  sir,  you  will  have  a  difficult  card  to  play  to  induce 
France  to  do  what  not  only  our  but  her  interests  essentially 
require.  Never  was  there  a  time  in  which  money  was  more 
necessary  to  us  than  at  present.  The  total  abolition  of 
paper,  the  length  of  the  war,  the  restricted  commerce  we 
have  carried  on  for  the  first  five  years  of  it,  the  arrears  of 
debts,  and  the  slender  thread  by  which  public  credit  hangs, 
put  it  totally  out  of  our  power  to  make  any  great  exertions 
without  an  immediate  supply  of  money. 

Taxation  will  be  carried  as  far  as  it  can  go  ;  but  this  will 
fall  very  far  short  of  our  wants.  The  richest  nations  in 
Europe,  unable  to  carry  on  a  war  by  taxation  only,  are 
compelled  to  borrow.  How,  then,  will  it  be  expected  that 
a  nation,  which  has  had  every  difficulty  to  struggle  with,  an 
enemy  in  the  heart  of  its  country,  and  all  its  considerable 
towns  at  one  time  or  another  in  their  possession,  a  superior 
navy  on  its  coasts,  and  the  consequential  ruin  of  its  agricul 
ture  and  commerce, — how,  I  say,  can  it  be  expected  that 
such  a  nation  should  find  resources  within  itself  for  so  long 
-and  bloody  a  war  ?  And  yet,  in  this  situation,  we  are  alarmed 
by  our  advices  from  you,  by  representations  from  the  min 
ister  of  France,  by  assurances  from  every  quarter,  that  we 
must  expect  no  further  assistance  in  money.  Surely  it  is 
not  possible  that  France,  after  having  done  so  much  for  us, 
after  having  brought  us  within  view  of  the  desired  haven, 
should  oblige  us  to  lose  the  advantage  of  all  she  has  done  ; 
and  yet  be  assured  that  the  most  serious  consequence  may 
attend  her  stopping  her  hand  at  this  critical  time.  Public 
credit,  which  is  growing  very  fast,  will  drop  to  the  ground. 
The  contracts  made  for  the  ensuing  campaign  must  be  given 
up  ;  the  troops,  who  were  made  to  expect  pay  in  specie, 
will  be  dissatisfied  ;  and,  upon  the  least  ill-fortune,  a  failure 
in  supplies  will  show  their  discontents  ;  recruiting  will  be 
checked,  and  the  conclusion  of  the  war  on  those  advanta 
geous  terms,  which  one  vigorous  exertion  next  spring  in 
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this  country  would  secure,  will  be  postponed  to  a  later 
period,  when  in  fact  all  we  wish,  to  enable  us  to  accomplish 
these  great  objects,  is  less  than  one  year's  continuance  of 
the  war  will  cost  France. 

You  will,  therefore,  show  the  necessity  of  setting  our  credit 
upon  a  firm  basis,  the  prospect  we  have  of  accomplishing 
it,  from  the  great  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  abilities 
of  the  financier,  from  the  economy  which  is  introduced 
into  our  departments,  from  the  industry  which  money  ex 
cites  and  which  a  fluctuating  medium  had  destroyed,  and 
from  the  total  debility  which  must  attend  another  shock  to 
public  credit. 

You  are  perfectly  acquainted,  sir,  with  the  natural  re 
sources  of  the  country ;  you  know  the  value  of  our  exports, 
and  the  security  they  afford  for  any  debt  that  we  may  con 
tract  ;  in  short,  there  are  a  thousand  arguments  on  this  sub 
ject  which  will  suggest  themselves  to  you,  not  one  of  which 
will  you  upon  this  occasion  omit  to  urge,  since  you  must  be 
perfectly  convinced  of  its  importance  in  every  view,  both 
to  France  and  to  us.  The  Superintendent  will  write  more 
fully  upon  this  subject,  which  relates  so  particularly  to  his 
department. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  remind  you  of  another  want,  which 
we  depend  on  your  representations,  and  good  dispositions  of 
the  court  of  Versailles,  to  remove.  The  chase  here  seems 
to  be  pretty  well  over;  the  enemy,  tired  of  running  across 
the  country,  have  taken  to  their  burrows,  and  the  whole 
business  that  remains  to  us  is  to  take  measures  for  unearth 
ing  them  next  spring.  In  order  to  do  this,  ships  are  abso 
lutely  necessary.  The  situation  of  New  York  and  Charles 
ton  renders  them  untenable  against  a  naval  force,  and  ex 
tremely  strong  against  an  attack  by  land  ;  besides  that  suc 
cess  in  such  an  operation  would  not  be  decisive,  since,  after 
putting  us  to  immense  expense  of  men  and  ammunition  of 
every  kind,  while  they  keep  the  command  of  the  water, 
they  might  change  their  position  and  be  as  troublesome  as 
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ever.  At  any  rate  the  reduction  of  both  these  places,  from 
their  distance  and  the  difficulty  of  removing  the  men  and 
stores,  cannot  be  effected  the  same  campaign  without  a 
naval  force,  and  with  it,  it  will  be  the  business  of  a  few 
weeks.  The  advantage  to  France,  independent  of  her  inter 
ests  as  they  stand  connected  with  ours,  in  keeping  a  great 
naval  force  on  this  continent,  is  obvious. 

1st.  The  expense  to  which  they  put  the  English,  by 
obliging  them  to  maintain  an  equal  force  at  this  distance 
from  home,  at  four  times  the  cost  at  which  the  French 
navy  may  be  maintained  in  this  country,  which,  with  proper 
management,  need  not  exceed  what  they  expend  even  in 
France. 

2dly.  The  number  of  seamen  they  employ  in  the  trans 
port  service,  being  so  many  deducted  from  what  might  sup 
ply  their  navy,  with  the  same  expense  as  if  so  employed. 

3dly.  The  protection  afforded  to  the  trade  on  this  coast, 
and  the  prospect  of  capturing  the  enemy's  victuallers,  and 
the  consequent  ruin  of  their  affairs. 

4thly.  But,  above  all,  the  decided  advantage  it  will  afford 
our  combined  operations,  and  the  speedy  termination  of  the 
war  by  an  advantageous  peace.  It  is  true,  France  may 
have  other  objects,  which  may  interfere  with  these.  To  this 
we  can  say  nothing;  she  must  judge  for  herself.  All  we 
can  do  is  to  point  out  what  we  conceive  will  be  most  useful 
to  her  as  well  as  to  us,  and  submit  to  her  determination.  It 
would  be  well,  however,  if  we  were  apprised  of  it  as  soon 
as  possible. 

If  a  negotiation  should  open  this  winter,  or  there  should 
be  a  probable  prospect  of  it,  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to 
give  me  the  earliest  advices  of  it.  There  are  many  delicate 
points  on  which  you  would  like  to  know  the  sentiments  of 
people  on  this  side  of  the  water,  which  I  will  endeavor  to 
acquaint  you  with.  I  should  inform  you  that  Congress  have 
discharged  the  commission  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  com 
merce  with  Great  Britain,  and  taken  that  burden  from  Mr. 
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Adams'  shoulders ;  that  in  compliment  to  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette,  they  have  made  him  the  bearer  of  a  letter  to  the 
king  of  France,  which  I  enclose  ;  that  in  answer  to  your 
favor  of  the  iithof  June,  they  have  passed  the  enclosed 
resolution. 

Mr.  Morris  will  write  you  on  this  subject,  and  enable  you 
to  discharge  the  bills.  Should  France  send  a  fleet  next 
spring,  it  would  be  advantageous  to  have  it  unencumbered 
with  such  orders  as  may  prevent  its  taking  advantage  of 
circumstances.  This  has  unhappily  prevented  this  campaign 
from  being  absolutely  decisive.  But  neither  this  nor  any 
other  great  object  can  escape  your  observation,  bent  as  it  is 
upon  promoting  the  happiness  of  your  country. 

In  order  to  enable  you  to  meet  the  claim  of  the  Tories  to 
the  property  that  has  been  confiscated,  I  arn  endeavoring 
to  collect  for  you  an  accurate  account  of  the  damages  wan 
tonly  done  by  the  enemy  in  this  country,  which  will  at  least 
serve  to  set  against  that  claim.  Congress  are  preparing  for 
an  active  campaign.  They  have  directed  eight  millions  of 
dollars  to  be  raised  by  tax.  There  is  not,  however,  the  least 
idea  that  this,  or  even  one  half  of  it,  will  be  collected  in  the 
time  specified  ;  you  will  not,  therefore,  suffer  the  court  to 
deceive  themselves  by  hopes  of  exertions  founded  on  this 
measure,  but  urge  again  and  again  the  absolute  necessity  of 
supplying  money.  I  have  conversed  so  freely  with  the  Mar 
quis  de  Lafayette  on  the  general  state  of  our  politics,  that  I 
would  rather  refer  you  to  him  than  trouble  you  with  a 
longer  letter  on  the  subject. 

I  cannot,  however,  close  this  without  desiring  you  to  in 
quire  whether  any  intercepted  letters  from  Mr.  Deane  to 
persons  in  this  country  have  been  published  in  Europe. 
Rivington  has  given  us  many  which  are  generally  believed 
to  be  his.  The  Marquis  will  satisfy  your  inquiries  about 
them.  I  am,  dear  sir,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect 
and  esteem,  etc., 

ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 
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MVII. 

TO  WM.   STRAHAN,  ESQ. 

PASSY,  4  December,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR: — Not  remembering  precisely  the  ad- 
'dress  of  Mrs.  Strange,  I  beg  leave  to  request  you 
would  forward  the  enclosed  to  her,  which  I  received 
under  my  cover  from  America. 

I  formerly  sent  you  from  Philadelphia  part  of  an 
edition  of  "  Tully  on  Old  Age,"  to  be  sold  in  London  ; 
and  you  put  the  books,  if  I  remember  right,  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Becket  for  that  purpose.  Probably  he 
may  have  some  of  them  still  in  his  warehouse,  as  I 
never  had  an  account  of  their  being  sold.  I  shall  be 
much  obliged  by  your  procuring  and  sending  me  one 
of  them. 

A  strong  emulation  exists  at  present  between  Paris 
and  Madrid,  with  regard  to  beautiful  printing.  Here 
a  M.  Didot  raine  has  a  passion  for  the  art,  and  be 
sides  having  procured  the  best  types,  he  has  much 
improved  the  press.  The  utmost  care  is  taken  of  his 
presswork  ;  his  ink  is  black,  and  his  paper  fine  and 
white.  He  has  executed  several  charming  editions. 
But  the  "  Sallust "  and  the  "  Don  Quixote"  of  Madrid 
are  thought  to  excel  them.  Didot,  however,  improves 
every  day,  and  by  his  zeal  and  indefatigable  applica 
tion  bids  fair  to  carry  the  art  to  a  high  pitch  of  per 
fection.  I  will  send  you  a  sample  of  his  work  when 
I  have  an  opportunity. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  have  married  your 
daughter  happily,  and  that  your  prosperity  continues. 
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I  hope  it  may  never  meet  with  any  interruption 
having  still,  though  at  present  divided  by  public  cir 
cumstances,  a  remembrance  of  our  ancient  private 
friendship.  Please  to  present  my  affectionate  respects 
to  Mrs.  Strahan,  and  my  love  to  your  children.  With 
great  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
B.    FRANKLIN. 

MVIII. 

FROM    ROBERT    MORRIS. 

PHILADELPHIA,  5  December,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  was  yesterday  morning  favored  with  yours  of  the 
1 2th  of  September,  enclosing  third  copies  of  your  two  let 
ters  of  the  26th  of  July,  also  a  copy  of  Count  de  Vergennes' 
letter  to  you  of  the  23d  of  August.  I  find  by  these  letters 
that  the  idea  I  had  entertained  as  to  the  advances  made  by 
the  court  was  not  so  favorable  as  the  truth,  and  that  the 
ten  millions  of  livres,  or  five  millions  of  florins,  to  be  bor 
rowed  in  Holland,  will  be  over  and  above  those  advances. 
How  much  pleasure  I  receive  from  that  circumstance  you 
will  easily  conceive.  It  is  an  additional  pleasure  that  the 
labor  of  adjusting  the  matters  mentioned  in  mine  of  the  2/th 
of  November  will  be  saved  to  you. 

I  am  much  surprised  to  find  so  large  purchases  made  on 
account  of  the  United  States  in  Holland.  If  every  thing 
else  were  equal,  the  generous  conduct  of  France  towards  us 
has  been  such  that  I  cannot  but  think  that  every  possible 
preference  ought  to  be  given  to  the  manufactures  of  that 
nation.  But  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  essential  prefer 
ence  of  a  different  kind.  The  position  of  Amsterdam  is  un 
favorable,  in  a  war  with  England,  to  a  commerce  with  this 
country.  France  also  can,  and  I  suppose  will,  give  convoy 
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to  the  articles  procured  there.  But  I  will  dwell  no  longer 
on  the  subject,  for  I  trust  that  nothing  of  the  kind  will 
happen  hereafter. 

Should  the  loan  be  obtained,  you  will  be  so  kind,  sir,  as 
to  deposit  one  million  of  florins  with  Mr.  Grand,  to  whom  I 
will  pray  you  to  deliver  the  enclosed  letter.  I  shall,  in  con 
sequence,  not  draw  upon  you  for  a  million  of  livres,  in  favor 
of  Messrs.  Le  Couteulx  &  Co.,  as  I  intended ;  and,  in  like 
manner,  I  beg  leave  to  revoke  what  I  have  said  on  the  sub 
ject  of  paying  all  balances  into  their  hands.  One  million  of 
florins  you  will  also  be  pleased  to  deposit  with  the  house  of 
Grand,  at  Amsterdam,  sending  me  the  precise  address  of 
both,  so  that  I  can  direct  my  bills  properly  to  them.  Nearly 
one  million  will  be  necessary  to  pay  the  invoice  sent.  The 
remaining  two  millions  I  wish  may  be  shipped  from  France 
in  gold,  by  -proper  vessels  of  war,  which,  I  dare  say,  will 
readily  be  provided  by  M.  de  Castries. 

I  perceive  you  have  not  written  to  Congress  on  the  sub 
jects  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes  of 
the  23d  of  August,  which  I  am  glad  of.  The  more  that  an 
opinion  prevails  here  that  we  must  succor  ourselves,  the 
more  we  shall  do  it ;  and,  therefore,  I  shall  not  communicate 
what  you  have  said,  for  the  present;  but,  as  the  best  ac 
knowledgment,  I  shall  endeavor  to  further  the  operations 
against  the  common  enemy,  and  draw  forth  all  our  resources 
for  an  early  and  vigorous  campaign.  The  splendid  and  im 
portant  success  which  has  crowned  the  combined  arms  in 
Virginia  is,  I  hope,  only  an  earnest  of  what  is  to  be  done 
next  year.  These  are  the  returns,  which  we  shall  make  to 
the  king,  for  the  aid  he  so  generously  affords.  And  I  have 
a  very  particular  satisfaction  in  assuring  you  that  throughout 
this  country  a  strong  attachment  to  the  French  nation  is 
daily  taking  place  of  that  blind  partiality  once  felt  for  every 
thing  which  had  the  name  of  English.  Let  me  add,  for 
your  use,  a  piece  of  mercantile  information,  lately  communi 
cated  to  me  from  unquestionable  authority.  The  demand 
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for  French  goods  in  this  country  has  raised  the  prices  in 
France  from  twenty  to  thirty  per  cent.  The  importations 
have  reduced  the  prices  here  nearly  twenty  per  cent,  and  the 
exchange,  you  already  know,  has  been  raised  considerably. 

I  shall  say  nothing  to  you  in  this  letter  on  the  subject  o£ 
future  supplies,  because  I  feel  a  conviction  that  you  will  ob 
tain  such  as  may  be  necessary.  I  will  only  repeat  what  I 
have  often  said,  let  them  be  early.  I  enclose  a  letter  to  M. 
de  Fleury,  which  you  will  either  deliver  or  not,  as  may  best 
answer  your  purposes.  I  hope  often  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  from  you,  and  I  pray  you  to  believe  me  to  be,  with 
very  great  truth,  dear  sir,  etc., 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


MIX. 

TO    MRS.  C.   EDES. 

PASSY,  13  December,  1781. 

MADAM  : — I  return  enclosed  the  letter  from  my 
friend,  Mr.  Bridgen,  which  I  received  from  you  last 
night.  You  will  be  so  good  as  to  acquaint  him,  in 
answer  to  his  first  question,  if  any  fund  was  estab 
lished  for  the  support  of  Mr.  Laurens,  that,  being  in 
formed  about  the  middle  of  last  month  by  a  friend  in 
London  of  Mr.  Laurens  being  in  want  of  money,  I 
wrote  on  the  igth  to  Mr.  Hodgson,  a  merchant  in 
Coleman  Street,  in  whose  hands  I  had  lodged  cash 
for  the  support  of  prisoners,  to  hold  one  hundred 
pounds  of  it  at  the  disposition  of  Mr.  Laurens ;  and  I 
since  hear  that,  on  a  like  intimation  to  Mr.  Adams  in 
Holland,  he  has  ordered  another  one  hundred  pounds 
to  be  applied  to  the  same  purpose.  I  have  never 
heard  that  any  fund  was  established  in  America  for 
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the  use  of  that  gentleman  ;  probably  it  has  not  been 
known  there  that  he  had  need  of  it. 

The  second  question,  if  any  measures  had  been 
taken  for  his  relief,  will  be  answered  by  acquainting 
Mr.  Bridgen,  that  the  Congress  passed  a  resolution 
to  offer  the  exchange  of  General  Burgoyne  for  him, 
and  empowered  me  to  make  the  offer ;  that  Mr. 
Burke,  having  written  to  me  in  favor  of  his  friend, 
General  Burgoyne,  on  a  supposition  that  the  Congress 
intended  to  recall  him,  I  sent  a  copy  of  the  resolution 
to  Mr.  Burke,  and  requested  he  would  charge  himself 
with  the  negotiation.  I  have  since  heard  nothing, 
either  from  Mr.  Hodgson  or  Mr.  Burke  ;  and,  as  it  is 
said  a  packet  was  lately  lost  between  Ostend  and 
England,  I  begin  to  fear  my  letters  have  miscarried, 
and  shall  by  the  first  post  send  copies.  I  wish  Mr. 
Bridgen  would,  however,  apply  to  both  those  gentle 
men,  learn  what  has  been  done,  and  through  you 
acquaint  me  with  it.  I  beg  you  would  assure  Mr. 
Bridgen  of  my  best  wishes  and  affectionate  attach 
ment.  I  hope  his  affairs  in  Carolina  have  been  set 
tled  to  his  mind.  With  much  esteem,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  madam,  yours,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 

P.  S. — About  the  beginning  of  the  year,  having 
heard  a  report  that  Mr.  Laurens  was  ill  used,  I  wrote 
a  little  remonstrance  to  Sir  Grey  Cooper  on  the  occa 
sion  ;  who  replied  by  acquainting  me  that  on  inquiry 
he  found  the  report  to  be  groundless  ;  and  by  sending 
me  a  letter  he  had  received  from  the  Lieutenant  of 
the  Tower,  which  assured  him,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
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that  Mr.  Laurens  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
treatment  he  received,  and  frequently  expressed  his 
thankfulness  for  the  same.  This  made  me  easy, 
hearing  nothing  afterwards  to  the  contrary,  till  lately. 


MX. 

TO    JOHN    ADAMS. 

PASSY,  14  December,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  duly  received  your  Excellency's  favors  of 
the  ist  and  6th  instant.  I  wrote  to  you  by  Mr.  Barclay, 
who  went  from  hence  some  days  since,  and  I  hope  is 
with  you  by  this  time,  and  that  he  will,  with  your  assist 
ance,  be  able  to  settle  every  thing  relating  to  the 
goods.  I  have  received  a  long  letter  from  Messrs. 
Neufville,  the  purport  of  which  is,  that  they  are  will 
ing  for  their  part  to  deliver  the  goods  to  you,  but 
that  they  cannot  control  the  other  owners  of  the  ships, 
who  have  a  right,  by  the  laws  and  customs  of  Holland, 
to  detain  the  goods  for  the  damage  done  by  Captain 
Gillon's  refusing  to  sign  the  charter  parties,  and  hope 
that  I  will  not,  on  account  of  the  conduct  of  the  other 
owners,  refuse  to  pay  the  bills,  especially  as  such  a 
refusal  would  be  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  the 
United  States. 

I  may  be  wrong,  but  my  present  thoughts  on  the 
subject  are  that,  if  by  the  laws  of  Holland  our  goods 
may  be  detained  in  the  hands  of  the  ship-owners  for 
the  fault  of  Mr.  Gillon,  by  the  same  laws  the  prop 
erty  of  one  of  these  owners  may  be  detained  in  our 
hands  for  the  fault  of  his  partners ;  and  that  it  as  much 
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concerns  the  honor  of  Holland,  that  our  goods  should 
be  delivered  to  us,  as  it  concerns  the  honor  of  Amer 
ica,  that  we  should  pay  for  them  when  delivered.  And 
I  further  think  that,  if  a  merchant  in  Holland,  happen 
ing  to  have  any  of  my  property  in  his  possession, 
may,  by  the  laws  of  his  country,  detain  the  same  till 
I  pay  him  whatever  he  shall  please  to  demand,  as  in 
demnification  for  an  injury  supposed  to  be  done  him 
by  some  other  person,  Holland  is  by  no  means  a  safe 
country  for  Americans  to  trade  with,  nor  a  Dutch 
merchant  a  safe  depository  for  the  property  of  a 
stranger,  or  to  be  the  consignee  of  merchandise  sent 
into  his  country. 

You  desire  a  copy  of  the  terms  on  which  he  offered 
to  borrow  money  for  us.  At  present,  I  only  send  you 
an  extract  of  the  principal  points,  much  of  the  writ 
ing  being  matter  of  form.  The  first  proposition  is  : 
"  That,  for  the  security  of  this  loan  of  two  millions 
of  guilders,  Holland  currency,  we  engaged  and  hypo- 
thequed  [his  words]  to  Messrs.  John  de  Neufville  & 
Son,  of  Amsterdam,  or  their  representatives,  as  we 
do  engage  and  hypotheque  to  them  in  the  name  of 
the  whole  Congress  of  the  Thirteen  United  States  of 
North  America,  generally,  all  the  lands,  cities,  terri 
tories,  and  possessions  of  the  said  Thirteen  States, 
which  they  may  have  or  possess  at  present,  and 
which  they  may  have  or  possess  in  the  future,  with 
all  their  income,  revenue,  and  produce,  until  the  en 
tire  payment  of  this  loan  and  the  interests  due  there 
on."  My  observation  upon  this  was,  that  it  de 
manded  an  extravagant  security  for  a  trifling  sum, 
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that  it  was  lending  little  more  than  a  guilder  on  each 
inhabitant's  estate,  and  that  it  was  absurd  to  require 
a  mortgage  on  my  estate  for  the  loan  of  a  guilder.  He 
answered  that  this  was  usual  in  all  loans  made  in 
Holland  to  foreign  states,  and  that  the  money  could 
not  otherwise  be  obtained. 

The  second  proposition  was  (verbatim,  as  the  first)  : 
"  That  out  of  the  produces  again  through  all  those 
Thirteen  States  of  America,  shall  be  sent  over  and 
shipped  to  Europe,  and  chiefly,  or  as  much  as  possi 
ble,  to  the  port  of  Amsterdam,  during  the  ten  years 
of  this  loan,  the  double  of  one  tenth  part  of  this  loan 
to  the  value  of  four  hundred  thousand  guilders,  which, 
as  far  as  is  possible,  they  will  come  to  Amsterdam, 
shall  be  sold  there  by  Messrs.  John  de  Neufville  &  Son, 
and  what  goes  to  other  ports,  by  their  correspondents, 
and  the  money  kept  at  their  disposal  for  the  use  of 
Congress,  at  least  during  the  first  five  years ;  and, 
during  the  last  five  years  of  this  loan,  one  half  of  this 
money  is  to  serve  to  discharge  every  year  one  tenth 
part  of  the  money  borrowed,  engaging  that,  before 
the  end  of  the  tenth  year,  there  will  be  remitted  in  such 
a  manner,  and  left  in  the  hands  of  said  John  de  Neuf 
ville  &  Son,  of  Amsterdam,  a  sufficient  sum  of  money 
to  discharge  this  whole  loan,  with  the  interest  due 
thereon." 

You  will  observe  that  this  article  is  obscurely  ex 
pressed.  I  was  obliged  to  demand  an  eclaircissement 
in  conversation.  The  conversation  was  also  difficult 
to  understand,  M.  de  Neufville's  English  not  being 
then  of  the  clearest.  But  from  the  whole,  after  much 
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discourse,  I  gathered  that  we  were  to  send  over  every 
year  for  the  first  five  years  in  tobacco,  rice,  indigo, 
codfish,  oil,  etc.,  etc.,  the  value  of  four  hundred  thou 
sand  guilders,  to  be  sold  by  Messrs.  John  de  Neufville 
&  Son  for  our  use,  on  a  commission  of  five  per 
cent,  and  that  the  money  was  to  remain  in  their 
hands  to  enable  them  to  pay  off  in  the  last  five  years 
the  principal  of  the  loan,  though  one  half  of  it  was  to 
remain  in  their  hands  till  the  end  of  the  term.  A 
subsequent  article  also  provides  that  one  hundred 
thousand  guilders  more  should  be  annually  sent  over 
in  produce  to  them,  and  sold,  to  discharge  the  interest. 

My  objections  were,  that  if  we  were  able  to  pur 
chase  produce  in  value  two  millions  of  guilders  to 
lodge  in  the  hands  of  Messrs,  de  Neufville  &  Son,  we 
might  use  that  sum  in  our  affairs  at  home,  and  should 
have  no  occasion  to  borrow  it  in  Holland  ;  and  that, 
if  we  were  to  buy  up  this  value  of  produce  with  the 
money  borrowed,  and  to  lodge  it  in  the  hands  of 
those  gentlemen,  it  would  be  borrowing  money  to 
give  them  the  use  of  it  for  a  number  of  years  without 
interest,  while  we  were  paying  interest  for  it  ourselves. 

One  would  think  this  project,  if  it  could  take, 
might  be  sufficiently  profitable  for  these  gentlemen  ; 
but  in  another  paper,  part  French,  part  English,  pro 
posed  for  me  to  sign,  it  was  to  be  stipulated  that, 
after  exchanging  for  the  new  promises  all  those  trans 
acted  by  Messrs.  Fizeau  &  Grand  to  the  amount  of 
forty  or  fifty  thousand  guilders,  which  exchange  was 
to  be  made  without  charge  ;  "  pour  le  reste  de  cet 
emprunt  il  leur  (Messrs,  de  Neufville  et  fils)  sera 
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alloue,  outre  les  conditions  d'interest,  etc.,  contenues 
dans  les  termes  y  stipules,  un  per  cent,  d'interest, 
savoir,  dix  per  cent,  une  seule  fois  sur  les  sommes 
qu'ils  negocieront  ;  et  en  outre  deux  per  cent,  encore, 
y  compris  toutes  les  allouances  ordinaires  et  extraor- 
dinaires,  fraix  a  faire,  et  toute  commission,  sans  qu'ils 
pourront  jamais  rien  exiger  de  plus  a  ce  sujet." 

Very  gracious  terms  these  !  by  which,  after  stop 
ping  a  tenth  part  of  the  sum  borrowed,  they  would 
be  content  with  two  per  cent,  upon  the  rest  to  defray 
charges. 

Besides  this,  I  was  led  to  understand  that  it  would 
be  very  agreeable  to  these  gentlemen  if,  in  acknowl 
edgment  of  their  zeal  for  our  cause  and  great  services 
in  procuring  this  loan,  they  would  be  made  by  some 
law  of  Congress  the  general  consignee  of  America, 
to  receive  and  sell  upon  commission,  by  themselves 
and  correspondents  in  the  different  ports  and  nations, 
all  the  produce  of  America  that  should  be  sent  by  our 
merchants  to  Europe.  On  my  remarking  the  extrav 
agance  and  impossibility  of  this  proposition,  it  was 
modestly  reduced  to  the  following,  wherein  I  am 
supposed  to  say  and  sign  : 

"  Je  veux  bien  encore,  pour  les  engager  (Messrs. 
<le  Neufville  et  fils)  a  suivre  avec  le  meme  zele  qu'ils 
y  ont  employe  jusqu'ici  pour  les  interests  de  1'Ame- 
rique,  appuyer  de  mes  recommandations  leur  solicita 
tions  aupres  du  Congres,  pour  qu'il  leur  soit  accorde 
pour  la  suite  le  titre  de  Commissioners  for  trade  and 
navigation  and  Treasiirers  of  General  Congress,  and 
.every  private  State  of  the  Thirteen  United  States  of 
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North  America,  through  the  Seven  United  Provinces  ; 
dont  il  leur  sera  alloue  commissions  regulieres  et 
usitees  de  commerce,  payement,  et  emprunt,  tels  que 
d'honnetes  negociants  pourront  les  passer  sans  en 
pretendre  jamais  d'autre  appointement.  Donne  a 
Passy,  le,  etc." 

By  this  time,  I  fancy,  your  Excellency  is  satisfied 
that  I  was  wrong  in  supposing  John  de  Neufville  as 
much  a  Jew  as  any  in  Jerusalem,  since  Jacob  was  not 
content  with  any  per  cents,  but  took  the  whole  of  his 
brother  Esau's  birthright,  and  his  posterity  did  the 
same  by  the  Canaanites,  and  cut  their  throats  into 
the  bargain  ;  which,  in  my  conscience,  I  do  not  think 
Mr.  John  de  Neufville  has  the  least  inclination  to  do 
by  us  while  he  can  get  any  thing  by  our  being  alive. 
I  am,  with  the  greatest  esteem,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 

MXI. 

TO    WILLIAM    ALEXANDER. 

PASSY,  15  December,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  thank  you  for  informing  me  of  your 
intended  journey.  You  know  so  well  the  prevailing 
sentiments  here,  and  mine  in  particular,  that  it  is  un 
necessary  for  me  to  express  them  ;  and,  having  never 
been  believed  on  that  side  of  the  water,  it  would  be 
useless.  I  will  say,  however,  that  I  think  the  lan 
guage  you  mention  very  proper  to  be  held,  as  it  is 
the  truth  ;  though  the  truth  may  not  always  be  proper.1 

1  Mr.  Alexander  had  written  Frank-       in  his  letter  had  said  :    "I  shall  prob- 
lin  of  his  purpose  to  visit  London,  and      ably  be  interrogated  about  the  dispo- 
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Wishing  you  a  good  voyage  and  happy  return 
to  your  children,  I  am,  with  great  esteem,  dear  sir, 
yours,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


MXII. 

TO    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

PASSY,  15  December,  1781. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND  : — I  received  your  favor  of  Sep 
tember  26th,  containing  your  very  judicious  proposi 
tion  of  securing  the  spectators  in  the  opera  and  play 
houses  from  the  danger  of  fire.  I  communicated  it 
where  I  thought  it  might  be  useful.  You  will  see  by 
the  enclosed  that  the  subject  has  been  under  con 
sideration  here.  Your  concern  for  the  security  of 
life,  even  the  lives  of  your  enemies,  does  honor  to 
your  heart  and  your  humanity.  But  what  are  the 
lives  of  a  few  idle  haunters  of  play-houses,  compared 
with  the  many  thousands  of  worthy  men  and  honest, 
industrious  families  butchered  and  destroyed  by  this 
devilish  war?  O  that  we  could  find  some  happy 
invention  to  stop  the  spreading  of  the  flames,  and 
put  an  end  to  so  horrid  a  conflagration  !  Adieu,  I 
am  ever  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.   FRANKLIN. 

sition  in  this  country  to  peace.  My  continuing  the  continental  war,  that 
own  idea  is,  that  you  seek  only  your  withdraVing  would  make  you  insolent, 
independence,  and  that  this  country,  and  give  France  exclusive  advantages, 
were  that  secured,  will  be  moderate  Were  it  not  proper  that  this  were  con- 
in  other  matters,  as  the  object  of  the  tradicted  flatly  ?  Any  commissions 
war  does  not  seem  to  be  conquest.  you  may  have  will  be  taken  care  of, 
Let  me  know  if  this  is  proper  Ian-  and  I  shall  be  back,  barring  accidents, 
guage.  I  notice  that  a  courtly  argu-  in  three  weeks." — EDITOR. 
unent  has  been  used  in  Parliament  for 
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MXIII. 

TO    CHARLES    W.    F.    DUMAS. 

PASSY,  19  December,  1781. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  duly  received  yours  of  the  nth,  by 
young  M.  de  Neufville,  enclosing  the  pamphlets,  of 
which  I  gave  one  the  next  day  to  M.  Boudoin.  It 
was  so  long  since  we  had  heard  from  you  that  we 
feared  you  were  sick. 

I  enclose  sundry  American  newspapers,  out  of 
which  perhaps  something  may  be  drawn  for  your 
printers.  There  are  the  orders  of  General  Greene 
after  the  battle  of  Eutaw  Springs,  by  which  it  ap 
pears  that  the  militia  behaved  to  general  satisfaction. 
There  are  also  the  proceedings  relating  to  Colonel 
Isaac  Hayne,  which  it  may  be  well  to  publish,  as 
probably  we  may  soon  hear  that  General  Greene, 
according  to  his  promise  in  his  proclamation,  has 
hanged  some  of  the  British  officers  in  retaliation  ;  and 
the  knowledge  of  these  proceedings  may  operate  in 
his  justification.  In  the  German  papers  there  are 
two  dialogues,  of  which  you  can  best  judge  whether 
the  printing  of  them  in  Germany  may  not  have  some 
little  effect  in  opposition  to  Faucitt's  recruiting."-  I 
suppose  this  letter  may  find  you  at  Amsterdam,  and 
therefore  I  send  it  under  cover  to  Mr.  Adams,  with 
the  usual  compliments  of  the  approaching  season. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

1  William  Faucitt  was  the  person       to  procure  troops  in  Germany  for  the 
employed  by  the  British  government       American  service. 
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MXIV. 

TO    MISS    MARTHA    LAURENS. 

PASSY,  29  December,  1781. 

MADAM  : — I  received  you  very  sensible  letter  of 
the  1 4th  past.  Your  brother,  Colonel  Laurens,  being 
here  when  I  received  the  former,  I  informed  him  of 
the  steps  I  had  then  taken  respecting  your  good 
father,  and  requested  him  to  answer  your  letter  for 
me.  I  did  suppose  he  had  done  it  ;  but  his  great 
and  constant  occupation  while  here  might  occasion 
his  omitting  it.  The  purport  was  that,  on  a  report  of 
your  father's  being  harshly  treated,  I  wrote  in  his 
behalf  to  an  old  friend,  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  complaining  of  it.  His  answer  was 
that  he  had  inquired,  and  found  the  report  ground 
less,  and  he  sent  me  enclosed  a  letter  he  received 
from  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  assuring  him  that 
Mr.  Laurens  was  treated  with  great  kindness,  was 
very  sensible  of  it,  thankful  for  it,  and  frequently  ex 
pressed  his  satisfaction.  On  this  I  became  more 
easy  on  his  account.  But,  a  little  before  I  received 
your  letter,  I  had  one  from  Mn  Benjamin  Vaughan, 
who  is  connected  with  the  family  of  Mr.  Manning, 
which  informed  me  that  Mr.  Laurens  was  really  in  want 
of  necessaries,  and  desired  to  know  if  any  provision 
was  made  for  his  subsistence.  I  wrote  immediately 
to  Mr.  Hodgson,  in  whose  hands  I  had  lodged  some 
money,  requesting  him  to  hold  one  hundred  pounds 
of  it  at  the  disposition  of  Mr.  Laurens,  and  to  ac 
quaint  Mr.  Vaughan  with  it. 
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About  this  time  I  received  two  letters,  one  from 
Mr.  Burke,  member  of  Parliament,  complaining  that 
his  friend,  General  Burgoyne,  in  England  on  his 
parole,  was  reclaimed  and  recalled  by  Congress,  and 
requesting  I  would  find  some  means  of  permitting 
him  to  remain.  The  other  was  from  the  Congress, 
enclosing  a  resolve  that  empowered  me  to  offer  Gen 
eral  Burgoyne  in  exchange  for  Mr.  Laurens.  Per 
ceiving  by  Mr.  Burke's  letter  that  he  was  very  de 
sirous  of  obtaining  his  friend's  liberty,  and  having  no 
immediate  intercourse  with  the  British  ministry,  I 
thought  I  could  not  do  better  than  to  enclose  the 
resolve  in  my  answer  to  his  letter,  and  request  him  to 
negotiate  the  exchange.  When  I  received  yours  I 
was,  in  expectation  of  having  soon  an  answer  from 
Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Hodgson,  which  would  enable  me 
to  give  you  more  satisfactory  information.  I  there 
fore  delayed  writing  to  you  from  post  to  post  till  I 
should  hear  from  them,  and  fearing  from  the  length 
of  time  that  my  letters  had  miscarried,  I  sent  copies 
of  them. 

It  is  but  yesterday  that  I  received  an  answer  from 
Mr.  Hodgson,  dated  the  2ist  instant,  in  which  he 
writes  me  :  "  I  received  your  favor  of  the  igth  ultimo, 
and  immediately  acquainted  Mr.  Vaughan  with  your 
directions  concerning  the  supplying  Mr.  Laurens.  He 
has  been  acquainted  therewith  ;  but  hitherto  no  ap 
plication  has  been  made  to  me  for  the  money ;  when 
ever  it  is,  you  may  be  assured  it  shall  be  complied 
with."  No  answer  has  come  to  my  hands  from  Mr. 
Burke  ;  but  I  see,  by  the  newspaper  Mr.  Hodgson 
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sends  me,  that  he  has  endeavored  to  execute  the  com 
mission.  I  enclose  that  paper  for  your  satisfaction, 
together  with  a  copy  of  your  father's  petition  to  Par 
liament,  on  which  I  do  not  find  that  they  have  yet 
come  to  any  result  ;  but,  observing  that  he  makes  no 
complaint  in  that  petition  of  his  being  pinched  in  the 
article  of  subsistence,  I  hope  that  part  of  our  intelli 
gence  from  London  may  be  a  mistake.  I  shall,  how 
ever,  you  may  depend,  leave  nothing  undone  that  is 
in  my  power  to  obtain  his  release,  and  I  assure  you 
that  the  thought  of  the  pleasure  it  must  afford  a  child, 
whose  mind  is  of  so  tender  a  sensibility,  and  filled  with 
such  true  filial  duty  and  affection,  will  be  an  addi 
tional  spur  to  my  endeavors.  I  suppose  Mr.  Adams 
has  informed  you  that  he  has  ordered  another  hun 
dred  pounds  sterling  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Laurens,  and 
I  hope  you  will  soon  have  the  happiness  of  hearing 
that  he  is  at  liberty.  With  very  great  regard,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  madam,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


MXV. 

FROM    COUNT    DE    VERGENNES. 

VERSAILLES,  31  December,  1781. 

SIR  : — I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  me  the  2/th  instant.  I  shall  not  enter  into  an  ex 
amination  of  the  successive  variations  and  augmentations  of 
your  demands  on  me  for  funds  to  meet  your  payments.  I 
shall  merely  remark  that  whenever  you  shall  consider  your-* 
self  fully  authorized  to  dispose  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Dutch 
loan,  on  behalf  of  Congress,  I  will  propose  to  M.  de  Fleury 
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to  supply  you  with  the  million  required,  as  soon  as  it  shall 
have  been  paid  into  the  royal  treasury.  But  I  think  it  my 
duty,  sir,  to  inform  you  that  if  Mr.  Morris  issues  drafts  on 
this  same  million,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  provide  for  the  pay 
ment  of  them,  and  shall  leave  them  to  be  protested.  I 
ought  also  to  inform  you  that  there  will  be  nothing  more 
supplied  than  the  million  above  mentioned  ;  and  if  the 
drafts  which  you  have  already  accepted  exceed  that  sum,  it 
must  be  for  you  to  contrive  the  means  of  meeting  them.  I 
shall  make  an  exception  only  in  favor  of  those  of  Mr.  Morris, 
provided  they  shall  not  exceed  the  remainder  of  the  Dutch 
loan,  after  deducting  the  million,  which  shall  be  placed  at 
your  disposal,  and  the  expenses  of  the  loan.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  etc., 

DE  VERGENNES. 


MXVI. 

OF     THE     PAPER     MONEY     OF     THE     UNITED     STATES     OF 

AMERICA. 

Much  conversation  has  arisen  lately  on  the  subject 
of  this  money,  and  few  persons  being  well  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  it,  you  may  possibly  oblige  many 
of  your  readers  by  the  following  account  of  it. 

When  Great  Britain  commenced  the  present  war 
upon  the  colonies,  they  had  neither  arms  nor  ammu 
nition,  nor  money  to  purchase  them  or  to  pay  soldiers. 
The  new  government  had  not  immediately  the  con 
sistence  necessary  for  collecting  heavy  taxes  ;  nor 
would  taxes  that  could  be  raised  within  the  year 
during  peace  have  been  sufficient  for  a  year's  expense 
in  time  of  war  ;  they  therefore  printed  a  quantity  of 
paper  bills,  each  expressing  to  be  of  the  value  of  a 
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certain  number  of  Spanish  dollars,  from  one  to  thirty  ; 
with  these  they  paid,  clothed,  and  fed  their  troops, 
fitted  out  ships,  and  supported  the  war  during  five 
years  against  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of 
Europe. 

The  paper  thus  issued  passed  current  in  all  the 
internal  commerce  of  the  United  States  at  par  with 
silver  during  the  first  year ;  supplying  the  place  of 
the  gold  and  silver  formerly  current,  but  which  was 
sent  out  of  the  country  to  purchase  arms,  etc.,  or  to 
defray  expenses  of  the  army  in  Canada  ;  but  the  great 
number  of  troops  necessary  to  be  kept  on  foot  to 
defend  a  coast  of  near  five  hundred  leagues  in  length 
from  an  enemy  who,  being  masters  at  sea,  could  land 
troops  where  they  pleased,  occasioned  such  a  demand 
for  money  and  such  frequent  additional  emissions  of 
new  bills,  that  the  quantity  became  much  greater  than 
was  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  commerce  ;  and,  the 
commerce  being  diminished  by  the  war,  the  surplus 
quantity  of  cash  was  by  that  means  also  proportion 
ally  augmented. 

It  has  been  long  and  often  observed  that  when  the 
current  money  of  a  country  is  augmented  beyond  the 
occasions  for  money,  as  a  medium  of  commerce,  its 
value  as  money  diminishes.  Its  interest  is  reduced, 
and  the  principal  sinks,  if  some  means  are  not  found 
to  take  off  the  surplus  quantity.  Silver  may  be  car 
ried  out  of  the  country  that  produces  it,  and  thereby 
prevent  too  great  fall  of  its  value  in  that  country. 
But,  when  by  this  means  it  grows  more  plentiful  in 
all  other  countries,  nothing  prevents  its  sinking  in 
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value.  Thus  within  three  hundred  years  since  the 
discovery  of  gold  in  America,  and  the  vast  quantities 
of  gold  and  silver  imported  from  thence  and  spread 
over  Europe  and  the  rest  of  the  world,  those  metals 
have  sunk  in  value  four  fifths — that  is,  five  ounces  of 
silver  will  not  purchase  more  labor  now  than  an 
ounce  would  have  done  before  that  discovery. 

Had  Spain  been  able  to  confine  all  that  treasure 
within  its  own  territories,  silver  would  probably  have 
been  there  of  no  more*  value  by  this  time  than  iron  or 
lead.  The  exportation  has  kept  its  value  on  a  level 
with  its  value  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  Paper 
money  not  being  easily  received  out  of  the  country 
that  makes  it,  if  the  quantity  becomes  excessive,  the 
depreciation  is  quicker  and  greater. 

Thus  the  excessive  quantities  which  necessity  ob 
liged  the  Americans  to  issue  for  continuing  the  war, 
occasioned  a  depreciation  of  value,  which,  commencing 
towards  the  end  of  1776,  has  gone  on  augmenting, 
till,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  fifty,  sixty, 
and  as  far  as  seventy  dollars  in  paper  were  reckoned 
not  more  than  equal  to  one  dollar  in  silver,  and  the 
prices  of  all  things  rose  in  proportion. 

Before  the  depreciation  commenced,  the  Congress, 
fearing  it,  stopped  for  a  time  the  emission  of  new 
bills,  and  resolved  to  supply  their  occasions  by  bor 
rowing.  Those  who  lent  them  'the  paper  money  at 
that  time  and  until  March,  1778,  fixed  their  property 
and  prevented  its  depreciation,  the  interest  being 
regularly  paid  by  bills  of  exchange  on  France,  which 
.supports  the  value  of  the  principal  sums  lent. 
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These  loans  not  being  sufficient,  the  Congress 
were  forced  to  print  more  bills,  and  depreciation  pro 
ceeded.  The  Congress  would  borrow  no  more  on 
the  former  conditions  of  paying  the  interest  in 
French  money  at  Paris,  but  great  sums  were  offered 
and  lent  them  on  the  terms  of  being  paid  the  interest 
and  repaid  the  principal  in  the  same  bills  in  America. 

These  loans  in  some  degree  lessened,  but  did  not 
quite  take  away,  the  necessity  of  new  emissions,  so 
that  it  at  length  arrived  at  the  excessive  difference 
between  the  value  of  paper  and  silver  that  is  above 
mentioned. 

To  put  an  end  to  this  evil,  which  destroyed  all  cer 
tainty  in  commerce,  the  Congress  first  resolved  to 
diminish  the  quantity  gradually  by  taxes,  which, 
though  nominally  vastly  great,  were  really  less  heavy 
than  they  appeared  to  be,  and  were  readily  paid.  By 
these  taxes  fifteen  millions  of  Spanish  dollars,  of  the 
two  hundred  millions  extant,  are  to  be  brought  in 
monthly  and  burnt.  This  operation  will  destroy  the 
whole  quantity,  to  wit,  two  hundred  millions,  in  about 
fourteen  months.  Thirty  millions  have  already  been 
so  destroyed. 

To  prevent  in  the  meantime  the  farther  progress 
of  the  depreciation,  and  give  some  kind  of  deter 
minate  value  to  the  paper,  it  was  ordained  that,  for 
every  sum  of  forty  dollars  payable  by  any  person  as 
tax,  he  might  discharge  himself  by  paying  one  dol 
lar  in  silver.  Whether  this  expedient  will  produce 
the  effect  intended  or  not,  experience  and  time  must 
discover. 
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The  general  effect  of  the  depreciation  among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  States  has  been  this,  that  it  has 
operated  as  a  gradual  tax  upon  them,  their  business 
has  been  done  and  paid  for  by  the  paper  money,  and 
every  man  has  paid  his  share  of  the  tax  according  to 
the  time  he  retained  any  of  the  money  in  his  hands, 
and  to  the  depreciation  within  that  time.  Thus  it 
has  proved  a  tax  on  money,  a  kind  of  property  very 
difficult  to  be  taxed  in  any  other  mode  ;  and  it  has 
fallen  more  equally  than  many  other  taxes,  as  those 
people  paid  most  who,  being  richest,  had  most  money 
passing  through  their  hands. 

With  regard  to  the  paper  money  or  bills  borrowed 
by  the  Congress,  it  appears  by  the  above  account  to 
be  under  two  different  descriptions. 

First,  the  quantity  of  bills  borrowed  before  the 
depreciation,  the  interest  of  which  in  silver  was  to 
be  and  is  paid.  The  principal  of  this  sum  is  consid 
ered  as  equal  in  value  to  so  many  dollars  of  silver  as 
were  borrowed  in  paper,  and  will  be  paid  in  silver 
accordingly. 

Secondly,  the  quantities  of  bills  borrowed  in  dif 
ferent  stages  of  the  depreciation  down  to  the  present 
time.  These  sums  are,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress, 
to  be  repaid  in  silver  according  to  the  value  they 
were  of  in  silver  at  the  time  they  were  lent,  and  the 
interest  is  to  be  paid  at  the  same  rate.  Thus  those 
lenders  have  their  property  secured  from  the  loss  by 
depreciation  subsequent  to  the  time  of  their  loan. 

All  the  inhabitants  are  satisfied  and  pleased  with 
this  arrangement,  their  public  debt  being  by  this 
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means  reduced  to  a  small  sum.  And  the  new  paper 
money,  which  bears  interest,  and  for  the  payment  of 
which  solid  funds  are  provided,  is  actually  in  credit 
equal  to  real  silver. 

If  any  persons  living  in  distant  countries  have, 
through  their  absence  from  their  property  in  America, 
suffered  loss  by  not  having  it  timely  fixed  in  the  sev 
eral  loans  above  mentioned,  it  is  not  doubted  but  that, 
upon  an  application  to  Congress  stating  the  case,  they 
will  meet  with  redress. 

The  real  money  used  in  the  United  States  is 
French,  Spanish,  Portuguese,  and  English  coins,  gold 
and  silver.  The  most  common  is  Spanish  milled 
dollars,  worth  five  livres  five  sols  tournois. 

The  nominal  money  is  generally  paper,  reckoned 
in  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  of  different  value  in 
the  different  States  when  compared  with  real  money, 
and  that  value  often  changing,  so  that  nothing  cer 
tain  can  be  said  of  it.  Everywhere  the  accounts  are 
kept  in  nominal  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  the 
pound  containing  twenty  shillings,  and  the  shilling 
twelve  pence,  whatever  may  be  the  real  value. 

Bills  of  exchange  are  frequently  drawn  on  Europe ; 
the  rate  of  exchange  differing  in  different  States,  and 
fluctuating  in  the  same  State,  occasioned  by  the 
greater  or  less  plenty  of  bills  or  of  demand  for  others  ; 
they  are  commonly  drawn  at  thirty  days'  sight. 

The  usages  in  buying  and  selling  merchandises  are 
much  the  same  as  in  Europe,  except  that  in  Virginia 
the  planter  carries  his  tobacco  to  magazines,  where  it 
is  inspected  by  officers,  who  ascertain  its  quality  and 
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give  receipts  expressing  the  quantity.  The  mer 
chants  receive  these  receipts  in  payment  for  goods, 
and  afterwards  draw  the  tobacco  out  of  the  magazines 
for  exportation.  Weights  and  measures  are  uniform 
in  all  the  States,  following  the  standard  of  Great 
Britain. 

Money  is  lent  either  upon  bond  or  on  mortgage, 
payable  in  a  year  with  interest.  The  interest  differs 
in  the  different  States  from  five  to  seven  per  cent. 

Goods  are  generally  imported  on  eighteen  months' 
credit  from  Europe,  sold  in  the  country  at  twelve 
months'  credit. 

Billets  or  promissory  notes,  payable  to  the  creditor 
or  order,  are  in  use,  and  demandable  when  due,  as 
well  as  accepted  bills  of  exchange,  without  any  days 
of  grace,  but  by  particular  favor. 


MXVII. 

TO  MESSRS.  HENRY  ROYLE,  THOMAS  KELT,  JOSEPH  HEATH- 
COTE,  JOHN  ROWBOTHAM,  AND  JOHN  SCHOFIELD, 
MANUFACTURERS  AT  HATHERTON,  NEAR  STOCKPORT. 

PASSY,  4  January,  1782. 

GENTLEMEN  : — I  received  the  propositions  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  by  the  hand  of  Mr. 
Wild. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  a  body  of  sober,  in 
dustrious,  and  ingenious  artisans,  men  of  honest  and 
religious  principles,  such  as  you  and  your  friends  are 
described  to  be,  would  be  a  valuable  acquisition  to 
any  country  ;  and  I  am  certain  you  would  meet  with 
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a  kind  and  friendly  reception  in  Pennsylvania,  and  be 
put  into  possession  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
free  citizens  ;  but  neither  that  government  nor  any 
other  in  America  that  I  know  of  has  ever  been  at 
any  public  expense  to  augment  the  number  of  its  in 
habitants.  All  who  are  established  there  have  come 
at  their  own  charge.  The  country  affords  to  strangers- 
a  good  climate,  fine,  wholesome  air,  plenty  of  pro 
visions,  good  laws,  just  and  cheap  government,  with 
all  the  liberties,  civil  and  religious,  that  reasonable 
men  can  wish  for.  These  inducements  are  so  great, 
and  the  number  of  people  in  all  nations  of  Europe 
who  wish  to  partake  of  them  is  so  considerable,  that 
if  the  States  were  to  undertake  transporting  people 
at  the  expense  of  the  public,  no  revenues  that  they 
have  would  be  sufficient.  Having  therefore  no  orders 
or  authority  either  from  the  Congress  or  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  to  procure  settlers  or  manufacturers  by 
engaging  to  defray  them  [sic],  I  cannot  enter  into 
the  contract  proposed  in  your  second  article.  The 
other  articles  would  meet  with  no  difficulty.  Men  are 
not  forced  there  into  the  public  service,  and  a  special 
law  might  easily  be  obtained  to  give  you  a  property 
for  seven  years  in  the  useful  inventions  you  may 
introduce. 

You  will  do  well  to  weigh  maturely  the  following 
considerations.  If  you  can  establish  yourselves  there 
during  the  war,  it  is  certain  that  your  manufactures 
will  be  much  more  profitable,  as  they  sell  at  very  high 
prices  now,  owing  to  the  difficulty  and  risk  of  trans 
porting  them  from  Europe  ;  but  then  your  passages 
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also  will  be  more  expensive,  and  your  risk  greater  of 
having  your  project  ruined,  by  being  taken,  stripped, 
and  imprisoned.  If  you  wait  till  a  peace,  you  will 
pass  much  cheaper  and  more  securely,  and  you  have 
a  better  chance  of  settling  yourselves  and  posterity 
in  a  comfortable  and  happy  situation.  On  these 
points  your  prudence  must  determine.  If  I  were  to 
advise,  I  should  think  it  rather  most  prudent  to  wait 
for  a  peace  ;  and  then  to  victual  a  vessel  in  some 
port  of  Ireland,  where  it  can  be  done  cheaply,  and  to 
which  you  might  easily  pass  from  Liverpool.  There 
are,  I  understood,  some  apprehensions  that  your 
ministers  may  procure  a  law  to  restrain  the  emigra 
tion  of  manufacturers  ;  but  I  think  that,  weak  and 
wicked  as  they  are,  and  tyrannical  as  they  are  dis 
posed  to  be,  they  will  hardly  venture  upon  an  act 
that  shall  make  a  prison  of  England,  to  confine  men 
for  no  other  crime  but  that  of  being  useful  and  in 
dustrious,  and  to  discourage  the  learning  of  useful 
mechanic  arts,  by  declaring  that  as  soon  as  a  man  is 
master  of  his  business  he  shall  lose  his  liberty  and 
become  a  prisoner  for  life,  while  they  suffer  their  idle 
and  extravagant  gentry  to  travel  and  reside  abroad  at 
their  pleasure,  spending  the  incomes  of  their  estates, 
racked  from  their  laborious,  honest  tenants,  in  foreign 
follies,  and  among  French  and  Italian  whores  and 
fiddlers.  Such  a  law  would  be  too  glaringly  unjust 
to  be  borne  with. 

I  wish  you  success  in  what  you  may  resolve  to 
undertake  ;  and  you  will  find  me  ever  your  assured 
friend  and  humble  servant.  B.  FRANKLIN. 
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MXVIII. 

FROM    ROBERT    R.    LIVINGSTON. 

PHILADELPHIA,  7  January,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR  : — As  it  does  not  appear  improbable  that  the 
humiliation  and  misfortunes  of  Great  Britain  may  produce 
the  same  sentiments  which  a  spirit  of  moderation  dictates 
to  the  other  belligerent  powers,  and  lead  her  to  concur  with 
them  in  their  wishes  for  peace,  it  cannot  be  improper  to 
acquaint  you  with  the  objects  America  most  wishes  to  at 
tain,  and  to  furnish  you  with  the  arguments  on  which  they 
found  their  claim  to  them.  For  such  is  the  confidence,  not 
only  in  the  justice  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  but  in 
his  friendship,  that  they  firmly  persuade  themselves  that  he 
will  not  only  preserve  for  them  their  undoubted  rights,  but 
that  he  will  even  go  so  far  as  to  procure  for 'them  those  ad 
vantages  they  may  reasonably  demand  on  the  close  of  a 
successful  war,  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  loose 
hints  that  a  detail  of  their  sentiments  may  afford  you  and 
our  other  Commissioners,  will  be  strengthened  and  improved 
by  your  lights  in  such  manner  as  to  come  before  his  Majesty 
in  the  most  advantageous  form. 

The  first  point  of  discussion  will  be  the  limits  of  the 
United  States.  The  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Adams  '  ex 
plain  the  wishes  of  Congress  on  that  subject ;  nor  can  they 
admit  of  many  doubts,  except  so  far  as  they  relate  to  our 
southern  extent,  the  boundary  between  us  and  Canada  being 
very  well  ascertained  by  grants,  charters,  proclamations,  and 
other  acts  of  government,  and  more  particularly  by  the  set 
tlements  of  people  who  are  engaged  in  the  same  cause  with 
us,  and  who  have  the  same  rights  with  the  rest  of  the  sub 
jects  of  the  United  States. 

Our  western  and  northwestern  extent  will  probably  be 
contested  with  some  warmth,  and  the  reasoning  on  that 

*  See  "  Secret  Journal  of  Congress,"  vol.  II.,  p.  225. 


1782]  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN.  349 

subject  be  deduced  from  general  principles,  and  from  proc 
lamations  and  treaties  with  the  Indians. 

The  subject  is  undoubtedly  intricate  and  delicate  ;  yet, 
upon  candid  investigation,  I  believe  it  will  appear  that  our 
extension  to  the  Mississippi  is  founded  in  justice,  and  that 
our  claims  are  at  least  such  as  the  events  of  the  war  give  us 
a  right  to  insist  upon.  Your  situation  furnishing  you  amply 
with  the  various  documents  on  which  Great  Britain  founded 
her  claim  to  all  the  country  east  of  the  Mississippi  previous 
to  the  treaty  of  Paris,  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  references 
to  them,  which  would  at  any  rate  be  imperfect  from  the 
want  which  prevails  here  of  books  and  papers.  Taking  it 
for  granted  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  was  entitled  to 
that  extent  of  country  (which  he  at  least  cannot  contra 
vene),  it  only  remains  to  examine  how  far  he  considers  it  as 
within  the  limits  of  some  of  the  United  States,  because  he 
can  no  more  pretend  to  abridge  those  limits,  than  claim  any 
other  right  of  which  the  United  States  are  in  possession. 

His  idea  of  these  limits  is  apparent  from  charters  granted 
by  the  crown  ;  and,  from  recent  grants  made  by  its  repre 
sentatives  in  several  of  the  States,  it  appears  that  they  con 
sidered  their  authority  to  grant  lands  to  the  westward,  as 
coextensive  with  the  right  of  Great  Britain,  unless  they 
were  restricted  by  their  interference  with  other  govern 
ments.  Upon  this  principle  the  servants  of  the  crown  in 
New  York  granted  land  on  the  borders  of  Lake  Erie  to  the 
westward  of  Niagara.  And  Virginia,  even  after  the  procla 
mation  in  1763,  patented  considerable  tracts  upon  the  Ohio, 
far  beyond  the  Appalachian  Mountains.  It  is  true,  the 
several  governments  were  prohibited  at  different  times  from 
granting  lands  beyond  certain  limits,  but  these  were  clearly 
temporary  restrictions,  which  the  policy  of  maintaining  a 
good  understanding  with  the  natives  dictated,  and  were 
always  broken  through  after  a  short  period,  as  is  evinced  by 
the  grants  above  mentioned,  made  subsequent  to  the  proc 
lamation  in  1763.  And,  indeed,  the  proclamation  itself  fur- 
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nishes  a  substantial  argument  of  the  opinion  of  Britain, 
with  respect  to  the  right  which  some  of  the  States  had  to 
extend  to  the  westward  of  the  limits  it  prescribed ;  other 
wise  it  would  not  have  been  necessary  to  prohibit  their 
governors  from  granting,  as  their  patents  would,  in  such 
cases,  have  been  invalid,  and  themselves  subjected  to  the 
censure  of  their  master,  upon  whom  they  were  dependent. 

Unless,  therefore,  these  proclamations  absolutely  de 
stroyed  the  right,  they  must  be  considered  as  proofs  of  its 
existence  at  least,  and  after  they  were  issued.  The  slightest 
examination  of  them  shows  that  they  did  not  take  away, 
but  restrained,  an  existing  right ;  and  the  subsequent  grants 
by  the  governors  evidence  that  they  were,  as  is  before 
asserted,  mere  temporary  restrictions.  The  same  reasoning 
applies  to  the  treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix,  and  to  other  agree 
ments  taken  from  treaties  with  the  Indians.  Strong  evidence 
in  our  favor  is  also  found  in  the  map  made  by  the  king's 
geographer,  in  which  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas  are  laid 
down  as  extending  to  the  Mississippi,  shortly  after  the  last 
war.  Arguments  may  be  drawn  against  us  by  the  Quebec 
Bill ;  but  as  this  is  one  of  the  laws  that  occasioned  the  war, 
to  build  any  thing  upon  it  would  be  to  urge  one  wrong  in 
support  of  another.  But  this  matter  may  perhaps  be  seen 
in  a  different  light,  and  our  pretensions  placed  upon  a  more 
extensive  basis,  by  recurring  to  general  principles,  and  asking 
whence  Great  Britain  derived  her  right  to  the  waste  lands  in 
America.  Evidently  from  the  allegiance  which  a  subject  is 
supposed  to  carry  with  him  wherever  he  goes,  even  though  he 
dislikes  his  constitution  and  seeks  one  that  pleases  him  better. 
Upon  this  principle  the  oppressed  subjects  of  Great  Britain, 
seeking  freedom  in  the  wilds  of  America,  were  supposed  to 
.extend  to  it  the  sovereignty  of  the  kingdom  they  had  left. 
The  rights  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  then,  to  America 
were  incident  to  his  right  of  sovereignty  over  those  of  his 
subjects  that  settled  America  and  explored  the  lands  he 
claims.  For  the  idea  of  right  derived  from  mere  discovery, 
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and  the  vain  ceremony  of  taking  possession  without  plant 
ing  and  continuing  that  possession,  is  now  fully  exploded. 
If,  then,  we  admit  what  is  necessary  to  our  independence, 
that  the  right  of  sovereignty  over  the  people  of  America  is 
forfeited,  it  must  follow  that  all  rights  founded  in  that 
sovereignty  are  forfeited  with  it;  and  that,  upon  our  setting 
up  a  new  sovereign  in  America,  the  rights  which  the  first 
claimed,  as  such,  devolve  upon  the  second.  Upon  this 
principle  Great  Britain  is  left  without  a  foot  of  land  in 
America  beyond  the  limits  of  those  governments  which 
acknowledge  her  jurisdiction. 

It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  holds 
these  back  lands  by  a  cession  from  other  powers  ;  since 
those  cessions  were  grounded  upon  a  prior  claim,  derived 
through  the  people  of  America,  and  only  served  to  confirm 
the  right  which  they  gave  the  king  of  Great  Britain  while 
he  was  their  sovereign,  and  which  he  loses  with  his  sover 
eignty  over  them.  This  mode  of  reasoning  is  warranted  by 
the  practice  Great  Britain  uniformly  held,  of  treating  with 
the  Indian  nations  through  their  American  governors,  who 
have  frequently  executed  with  them  the  most  solemn  acts, 
and  sometimes  extended  the  king's  protection  to  the  na 
tions  who  occupy  the  waste  lands,  which  are  the  subject  of 
our  present  claim.  The  expense  of  retaining  these  in  friend 
ship  almost  always  devolved  upon  the  respective  States, 
who,  till  lately,  particularly  in  New  York,  voted  the  sums 
necessary  to  support  smiths  among  them,  and  to  procure 
the  presents  which  were  annually  made  them.  From  hence| 
then,  it  follows  that,  if  the  king  of  Great  Britain  has  any 
right  over  the  back  lands  in  America,  it  must  be  as  king  of 
the  people  of  America  ;  ceasing  to  be  king  of  those  people, 
his  right  also  ceases.  If  he  has  no  right  over  the  back  lands, 
but  merely  as  protector  of  the  savage  nations  that  inhabit 
them,  that  connection  and  duty  also  devolve  upon  us,  since 
they  evidently  claimed  that  protection  from  him  as  king  of 
the  colonies,  and  through  the  governors  of  those  colonies 
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and  not  as  sovereign  of  a  country  three  thousand  miles  from 
them.  This  country  having  chosen  a  new  sovereign,  they 
may  rightfully  claim  its  protection. 

There  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  Great  Britain  consid. 
ered  their  rights  in  many  instances  as  extending  no  further 
than  their  right  of  preemption  and  protection,  as  may  be  in 
ferred  from  passages  in  the  negotiations  for  a  peace  with 
France  in  the  year  1761,  referred  to  in  the  margin.  This 
suggests  a  new  idea,  which,  however,  I  am  not  warranted  by 
an  act  of  Congress  in  mentioning,  and  therefore  you  will  only 
consider  it  as  the  sentiment  of  an  individual.  If  the  medi 
ators  should  not  incline  to  admit  our  claim,  but  determine 
on  restricting  our  limits,  either  by  the  extent  of  our  grants, 
the  course  of  the  mountains,  the  sources  of  the  rivers,  or  any 
other  of  those  arbitrary  rules  that  must  be  sought  for  when 
solid  principles  are  relinquished,  perhaps  it  would  be  difficult 
to  bring  them  to  agree  that  the  country  beyond  those  limits 
belongs  to  the  nations  which  inhabit  it ;  that  it  should  en 
joy  its  independence  under  the  guaranty  of  France,  Spain, 
Great  Britain,  and  America,  and  be  open  to  the  trade  of 
those  whose  lands  border  upon  them. 

This,  though  restrictive  of  our  rights,  would  free  us  from 
the  well  grounded  apprehensions  that  the  vicinity  of  Great 
Britain  and  her  command  of  the  savages  would  give  us. 
They  already  possess  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia ;  should  that 
immense  territory,  which  lies  upon  the  rear  of  the  States, 
from  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  be 
acknowledged  to  be  vested  in  Great  Britain,  it  will  render 
our  situation  truly  hazardous.  The  lands,  as  you  know,  are 
infinitely  better  than  those  on  the  coast ;  they  have  an  open 
communication  with  the  sea  by  the  rivers  St.  Lawrence  and 
the  Mississippi,  and  with  each  other  by  those  extensive  in 
land  seas  with  which  America  abounds,  They  will  be  set 
tled  with  the  utmost  rapidity  from  Europe,  but  more  par 
ticularly  from  these  States.  Attachment  to  the  government, 
freedom  from  taxes,  a  prospect  of  bettering  their  fortunes, 
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and  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  will  invite  numbers  to  leave  us. 
This,  cooperating  with  the  leaven  of  dissatisfaction,  which 
will  continue  to  work  here  for  many  years,  may  produce  the 
most  dangerous  effects,  especially  upon  the  Southern  States, 
which  will,  from  the  nature  of  their  soil  and  husbandry,  be 
thinly  settled  for  many  years,  while  the  lands  which  lie  near 
them  beyond  the  mountains  will  soon  be  filled  with  a  hardy 
race  of  people  inimical  to  them,  who  to  their  own  strength 
will  be  enabled  to  join  that  of  the  savages  subject  to  their 
command. 

If  it  is  an  object  with  the  maritime  powers  to  lessen  the 
power,  and  by  that  means  diminish  the  dangerous  dominion, 
that  Great  Britain  has  in  some  measure  usurped  over  the 
ocean,  they  must  prevent  her  possessing  herself  of  the 
country  in  question,  since,  besides  the  whole  fur  and  peltry 
trade  that  she  will  thereby  engross,  the  demands  of  this 
great  country  will  give  a  new  spring  to  her  manufactures, 
which,  though  the  Floridas  should  be  ceded  to  Spain,  will 
find  their  way  into  it  by  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  and  through 
the  numerous  lakes  and  rivers  which  communicate  with  it. 
Add  to  this,  that  settlements  are  already  formed  beyond  the 
Appalachian  Mountains  by  people  who  acknowledge  the 
United  States,  which  not  only  give  force  to  our  claims,  but 
render  a  relinquishment  of  their  interest  highly  impolitic  and 
unjust. 

These,  and  a  variety  of  other  reasons,  which  will  suggest 
themselves  to  you  and  the  gentlemen  joined  in  the  commis 
sion  with  you,  will  doubtless  be  urged  in  such  terms  as  to 
convince  the  court  of  France  that  our  mutual  interests  con 
spire  to  keep  Great  Britain  from  any  territory  on  this  conti 
nent  beyond  the  bounds  of  Canada.  Should  the  Floridas 
be  ceded  to  Spain,  she  will  certainly  unite  with  you  on  this 
point,  as  the  security  of  that  cession  will  depend  upon  its 
success. 

The  fisheries  will  probably  be  another  source  of  litigation, 
not  because  our  rights  are  doubtful,  but  because  Great 
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Britain  has  never  paid  much  attention  to  rights  which 
interfere  with  her  views. 

The  arguments  on  which  the  people  of  America  found 
their  claim  to  fish  on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland  arise,  first, 
from  their  having  once  formed  a  part  of  the  British  empire, 
in  which  state  they  always  enjoyed,  as  fully  as  the  people  of 
Britain  themselves,  the  right  of  fishing  on  those  Banks. 
They  have  shared  in  all  the  wars  for  the  extension  of  that 
right,  and  Britain  could  with  no  more  justice  have  excluded 
them  from  the  enjoyment  of  it  (even  supposing  that  one  na 
tion  could  possess  it  to  the  exclusion  of  another),  while  they 
formed  a  part  of  that  empire,  than  they  could  exclude  the 
people  of  London  or  Bristol.  If  so,  the  only  inquiry  is, 
How  have  we  lost  this  right  ?  If  we  were  tenants  in  com 
mon  with  Great  Britain  while  united  with  her,  we  still  con 
tinue  so,  unless  by  our  own  act  we  have  relinquished  our 
title.  Had  we  parted  with  mutual  consent,  we  should 
doubtless  have  made  partition  of  our  common  rights  by 
treaty.  But  the  oppressions  of  Great  Britain  forced  us  to  a 
separation  (which  must  be  admitted,  or  we  have  no  right  to 
be  independent) ;  and  it  cannot  certainly  be  contended  that 
those  oppressions  abridged  our  rights,  or  gave  new  ones  to 
Britain.  Our  rights,  then,  are  not  invalidated  by  this  sepa 
ration,  more  particularly  as  we  kept  up  our  claim  from  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  and  assigned  the  attempt  of 
Great  Britain  to  exclude  us  from  the  fisheries  as  one  of  the 
causes  of  our  recurring  to  arms. 

The  second  ground  upon  which  we  place  our  right  to  fish 
on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  provided  we  do  not  come 
within  such  distance  of  the  coasts  of  other  powers  as  the  law 
of  nations  allows  them  to  appropriate,  is  the  right  which 
nature  gives  to  all  mankind  to  use  its  common  benefit,  so 
far  as  not  to  exclude  others.  The  sea  cannot  in  its  nature 
be  appropriated  ;  no  nation  can  put  its  mark  upon  it. 
Though  attempts  have  sometimes  been  made  to  set  up  an 
empire  over  it,  they  have  been  considered  as  unjust  usurpa- 
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tions,  and  resisted  as  such,  in  turn,  by  every  maritime  nation 
in  Europe.  The  idea  of  such  empire  is  now  fully  exploded 
by  the  best  writers. 

The  whale  fishery,  in  every  sea,  and  even  upon  the  coasts 
•of  princes  who  do  not  exercise  it  themselves,  is  considered 
.as  a  common  right,  and  is  enjoyed  by  those  nations  that 
choose  to  pursue  it.  The  cod  fishery,  upon  the  Dogger 
Bank,  and  other  parts  of  the  European  seas,  is  claimed  ex 
clusively  by  no  nation.  The  herring  fishery  is  carried  on 
daily  by  the  Dutch  on  the  coast  of  England  ;  and,  if  the 
Banks  of  Newfoundland  are  not  equally  common,  it  is  be 
cause  some  nations  have  relinquished  their  rights,  and  others 
find  it  impossible  to  exercise  them,  for  want  of  harbors  to 
receive  their  vessels,  or  shores  to  dry  their  fish  on. 

When  we  say  we  are  willing  to  exercise  it  under  these  in 
conveniences,  there  can  certainly  be  no  further  dispute  about 
our  right,  and  the  only  remaining  questions  will  be  the  dis 
tance  that  we  ought  to  keep  from  the  shores  possessed  by 
the  enemy ;  though,  strictly  speaking,  from  our  first  princi 
ple,  we  have  a  common  right  in  them. 

This  subject  is  treated  so  much  at  large  by  Grotius  and 
Vattel  that  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  detail  arguments, 
which,  though  urged  by  people  here  from  their  feelings,  you 
will  find  much  better  stated  there.  Give  me  leave,  however, 
to  urge  some  that  may  arise  from  our  particular  circum 
stances.  All  the  New  England  States  are  much  interested 
in  this  point  ;  the  State  of  Massachusetts  more  particularly ; 
it  has  no  staple  ;  it  does  not  raise  its  own  bread  ;  its  princi 
pal  commerce  consisted,  before  the  war,  in  fish,  which  it 
supplied  to  the  rest  of  the  continent  in  exchange  for  rice, 
flour,  etc.,  and  to  the  West  Indies  for  rum,  sugar,  and 
molasses.  It  shipped  little  to  Europe :  first,  because  it 
could  not  fish  so  cheap  as  the  people  of  England  ;  secondly, 
because  their  fish  were  not  so  well  cured  in  general,  owing 
to  their  fishing  at  improper  seasons,  and  to  their  using  salt 
which  is  said  to  be  of  a  more  harsh  nature  than  what  the 
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European  vessels  bring  out  with  them.  Should  this  State 
and  New  Hampshire,  which  is  almost  in  similar  circum 
stances,  be  excluded  from  the  fisheries,  they  must  be  reduced 
to  great  distress.  It  will  be  impossible  for  them  to  pay  for 
the  necessaries  they  must  receive  from  abroad.  They  will 
see  with  pain  their  sister  States  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
the  benefits  which  will  result  from  their  independence, 
while  their  own  commerce  is  checked  and  their  State  im 
poverished.  They  will  consider  their  interests  as  sacrificed 
to  the  happiness  of  others,  and  can  hardly  forbear  to  foster 
that  discontent  which  may  be  productive  of  disunion  and 
the  most  dangerous  divisions. 

An  idea  has  also  gone  forth,  and  it  is  fomented  by  the 
disaffected,  that  France  wishes,  from  interested  views,  to 
monopolize  the  fisheries  ;  or,  at  least,  to  exclude  all  other 
competitors  but  Great  Britain.  Those  who  have  attended 
to  the  disinterested  conduct  of  France  during  the  war  op 
pose  to  this  sentiment  the  honor  and  good  faith  of  their 
ally,  the  little  interest  that  he  can  have  in  excluding  a  people 
from  a  right  which  would  not  interfere  with  his,  since  France 
does  little  more  than  supply  herself,  and  the  New  England 
fishery,  for  the  most  part,  only  supplies  the  continent  and 
islands  of  America.  They  see  the  care  with  which  France 
has  endeavored  to  cultivate  a  good  understanding  between 
that  kingdom  and  these  States,  and  they  are  persuaded  so- 
inconsiderable  an  object  will  not  be  put  in  competition  with 
the  harmony  which  ought  to  subsist  between  them,  or  ad 
minister  food  to  those  unworthy  jealousies.  And  so  much 
does  this  sentiment  prevail  in  Congress,  that  their  prospects 
have  not  induced  them  to  alter  your  instructions  ;  more 
particularly  as  they  have  received  through  the  minister  of 
France  assurances  that  his  Majesty  was  pleased  with  the 
proofs  Congress  had  given  him  of  their  confidence,  and  that 
he  would  in  no  event  make  any  sacrifices  of  their  essential 
interests  which  necessity  should  not  compel  him  to  do  ;  that 
he  had  no  reason  to  apprehend,  from  the  events  of  the  war,. 
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that  such  necessity  would  exist.  These  events  have  become 
so  much  more  favorable  since  the  date  of  the  letter  which 
contained  these  assurances,  that  Congress  persuade  them 
selves  his  Majesty  will  not  be  driven  to  make  sacrifices 
equally  painful  to  him  and  injurious  to  us  ;  but  that,  as  we 
owe  our  success  in  war  to  his  magnanimity  and  generosity, 
we  may  be  equally  indebted  to  his  justice  and  firmness  for 
an  honorable  peace. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  Great  Britain  will  endeavor  to 
make  some  stipulations  in  favor  of  their  American  partisans, 
who  have  been  banished  the  country,  or  whose  property  has 
been  forfeited.  You  will  doubtless  be  sensible  of  the  incon 
venience  and  danger  to  which  their  return  will  subject  us, 
and  the  injustice  of  restoring  to  them  what  they  have  so 
justly  forfeited,  while  no  compensation  is  made  to  us  for  the 
loss  of  property  and  the  calamities  they  have  occasioned. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  every  society  may  right 
fully  banish  from  among  them  those  who  aim  at  its  subver 
sion,  and  forfeit  the  property  which  they  can  only  be  enti 
tled  to  by  the  laws,  and  under  the  protection  of  the  society 
which  they  attempt  to  destroy.  Without  troubling  you, 
therefore,  on  the  point  of  right,  I  will  just  mention  a  few  of 
the  consequences  that  would  result  from  a  stipulation  in  their 
favor. 

In  the  first  place  it  will  excite  general  dissatisfaction  and 
tumults.  They  are  considered  here  as  the  authors  of  the  war. 
Those  who  have  lost  relations  and  friends  by  it,  those  who 
have  been  insulted  by  them  while  starving  in  prisons  and 
prison-ships,  those  who  have  been  robbed  and  plundered,  or 
who  have  had  their  houses  burned  and  their  families  ill- 
treated  by  them,  will,  in  despite  of  all  law  or  treaties,  avenge 
themselves,  if  the  real  or  supposed  authors  of  these  calami 
ties  ever  put  themselves  in  their  power;  nor  will  the  govern 
ment  be  able  to  prevent  what  the  feeling  of  the  body  of  the 
people  will  justify. 

Should  they  be  permitted  to  reside  among  us,  they  will 
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neglect  no  means  to  injure  and  subvert  our  Constitution  and 
government,  and  to  sow  dissensions  among  us  in  order  to 
pave  the  way  for  the  old  system.  They  will  be  dangerous 
partisans  of  the  enemy,  equally  unfriendly  to  France  and  to 
us,  and  will  show  themselves  such  upon  every  occasion.  To 
restore  their  property  in  many  instances  is  now  become  im 
possible.  It  has  been  sold  from  hand  to  hand  ;  the  money 
arising  from  it  has  been  sunk  by  depreciation  in  the  public 
treasury.  To  raise  the  value  by  taxes,  or  to  wrest  the  lands 
from  the  hands  of  the  proprietors,  is  equally  unjust  and  im 
possible.  Many  of  the  very  people  who  would  demand  the 
restitution  have  grown  rich  by  the  spoil  and  plunder  of  this 
country.  Many  others,  who  were  beggars  at  the  begin 
ning  of  this  war,  owe  their  present  affluence  to  the  same 
cause. 

So.  that  at  least  the  account  between  the  two  nations 
should  be  liquidated  before  any  claim  can  be  set  up  by 
the  aggressors.  How  far  it  will  be  possible  to  obtain  a  com 
pensation  for  the  injuries  wantonly  done  by  the  enemy,  you 
will  be  best  able  to  judge ;  be  assured  that  it  is  anxiously 
desired. 

Give  me  leave  to  mention  to  you  the  necessity  of  stipulat 
ing  for  the  safe  delivery  of  all  records  and  other  papers  of  a 
public  and  private  nature  which  the  enemy  have  possessed 
themselves  of ;  particularly  of  the  records  of  New  York, 
which  Mr.  Tryon  sent  to  England  ;  and  the  private  papers 
of  many  gentlemen  of  the  law  in  different  parts  of  the  con 
tinent,  by  which  the  rights  of  individuals  may  be  materially 
affected. 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  touched  upon  the  principal  points  that 
America  wishes  to  attain  in  the  peace  which  must  end  this 
bloody  war.  Perhaps  in  so  doing  I  have  given  both  you 
and  myself  unnecessary  trouble,  since  I  have  urged  nothing 
but  what  your  own  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  that  of 
the  other  gentlemen  in  the  commission,  would  have  sug 
gested  to  you.  However,  conceiving  that  circumstances. 
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might  render  it  necessary  for  you  to  declare  that  you  spoke 
nothing  more  than  the  prevailing  sentiments  of  your  court, 
this  letter  will  serve  to  vouch  for  the  assertion. 

Should  the  Floridas  be  ceded  to  Spain,  as  there  is  nothing 
Congress  have  more  at  heart  than  to  maintain  that  friendly 
intercourse  with  them  which  this  revolution  has  happily  be 
gun,  it  will  be  essential  to  fix  their  limits  precisely,  for  which 
purpose  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Adams  will  serve  as  your 
directions. 

Affairs  here  are  in  the  same  state  that  they  were  when  I 
last  wrote,  except  that  the  enemy  in  South  Carolina  have 
called  in  all  their  outposts  and  shut  themselves  up  in 
Charleston,  where  they  will  be  closely  invested  when  Gen 
eral  St.  Clair  joins,  which  must  have  happened  about  the 
last  of  December.  The  brilliant  expedition  to  St.  Eustatia 
does  the  highest  honor  to  the  Marquis  de  Bouille"  and  the 
French  nation.  I  flatter  myself  that  it  will  be  of  singular 
use  in  Mr.  Adams'  negotiations.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
dear  sir,  etc.,  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


MXIX. 

TO    ROBERT   MORRIS. 

PASSY,  9  January,  1782. 

SIR  : — I  have  long  feared  that  by  our  continually 
worrying  the  ministry  here  with  successive  after-clap 
demands  for  more  and  more  money,  we  should  at 
length  tire  out  their  patience.  Bills  are  still  coming 
in  quantities  drawn  on  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Laurens,  and 
Mr.  Adams.  Spain  and  Holland  have  afforded  little 
towards  paying  them  ;  and  recourse  has  therefore 
been  had  to  me.  You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  letter 
the  situation  I  am  at  length  brought  into.  With  the 
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million  mentioned,  I  shall  be  able  to  pay  till  the  end 
of  February,  when,  if  I  can  get  no  more  money,  I 
must  stop.  I  therefore  give  you  this  notice,  that 
provision  may  be  made  in  time  for  discharging  the 
protests  with  honor.  The  friendly  disposition 
towards  us  continues,  but  we  should  take  care  not 
to  impose  too  much  upon  friendship.  Let  us  exert 
vigorously  our  own  strength.  I  see  yet  no  prospect 
of  peace  this  summer.  The  expense  of  the  war  to 
France  itself  is  heavy  ;  and  we  have  had  of  her  this 
last  year  more  than  twenty  millions. 
I  am  ever,  with  greatest  esteem,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


MXX. 

TO    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

PASSY,  15  January,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  a  few  days  since  your  favor 
of  the  2d  instant,1  in  which  you  tell  me  that  Mr.  Alex 
ander  had  informed  you  "  America  was  disposed  to 
enter  into  a  separate  treaty  with  Great  Britain."  I 

1  FROM  DAVID  HARTLEY.  writing  to  you  at  the  present  pause, 

LONDON,  2  January,  1782.  that  we  might  make  our  ground  good 

MY   DEAR   FRIEND  : — I    have   re-  as  we  go  on  ;  but  an  accident  which 

ceived  the  favor  of  yours  of  the  i$th  has   happened    obliges   me    to   do   it 

of    December,   by  Mr.  Alexander.     I  without   delay.     For,    having   had    a 

most   heartily  join   with   you   in   the  most  essential  question  transmitted  to 

wish  that  we  could  find  some  means  me  from  Lord  North  for  explanation, 

to  stop  the  spreading  flames  of  this  when   I   would  have  applied  to   Mr. 

devilish  -war.  I  will  not  despair.    The  Alexander,  I  could  not  hear  of  him  ; 

communications,  which  he  has  impart-  and  now  I   find  that  he  has  left   his 

ed  to  me  from  you  have  revived  my  hotel  these  four  or  five  days,  and,  his 

hope  of  peace.     I  laid  them  before  the  return  being  uncertain,  I   must  apply 

minister  immediately.     We  are  at  a  to  you.     I  will  state  to  you  what  has 

suspense  for  the  present  upon  a  very  passed, 

material   preliminary.     I    did   intend  Upon  my  first  interview  with  Mr. 
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am  persuaded  that  your  strong  desire  for  peace  has 
misled  you,  and  occasioned  your  greatly  misunder 
standing  Mr.  Alexander  ;  as  I  think  it  scarce  possible 
he  should  have  asserted  a  thing  so  utterly  void  of 
foundation.  I  remember  that  you  have,  as  you  say, 


Alexander,  he  told  me  that  the  late 
events  would  make  no  difference  in 
the  prospect  of  peace  ;  that  America 
had  no  other  wish  than  to  see  the  ter 
mination  of  this  war  ;  that  no  events 
would  make  them  unreasonable  on 
that  subject,  which  sentiments  like 
wise  your  letter  expresses  ;  and  that 
no  formal  recognition  of  independence 
would  be  required.  I  thought  this  a 
very  fair  opening  ;  but  the  next  point 
which  he  explained  to  me  seemed  to 
be  still  more  material  towards  peace, 
viz.,  that  America  was  disposed  to  en 
ter  into  a  separate  treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  and  their  allies  were  disposed 
to  consent  to  it.  I  believe  that  it  has 
been  the  unfortunate  union  of  com 
mon  cause  between  America  and 
France  which  has  for  the  last  three 
years  turned  aside  the  wish  of  the 
people  of  England  for  peace.  I  ver 
ily  believe  (so  deep  is  the  jealousy  of 
England  and  France)  that  this  country 
would  fight  for  a  straw  to  the  last 
man,  and  the  last  shilling,  rather  than 
be  dictated  to  by  France.  I  therefore 
consider  this  as  the  greatest  rub  out  of 
the  way.  I  have  often  argued  this 
point  with  you  upon  former  occasions, 
having  at  all  times  foreseen  that  it 
would  be  the  greatest  rub  in  the  road 
to  peace,  and  I  have  often  stated  it  to 
you  as  an  act  of  justice  due  to  America 
from  her  allies,  not  to  drag  her  through 
a  war  of  European  resentments  and 
jealousies,  beyond  her  original  views 
and  engagements  ;  and,  moreover,  I 
think  the  separation  of  the  causes  in 
the  negotiation  promises  much  the 
shortest  road  to  a  general  peace. 

Upon  Mr.  Alexander's  opening  thus 
much  to  me,  I  told  him  I  would  apply 
for  the  earliest  opportunity  of  laying 


these  matters  before  the  minister. 
Accordingly  on  Friday  morning,  De 
cember  the  2ist,  I  applied,  through 
the  means  of  the  Earl  of  Guildford, 
father  to  Lord  North,  a  nobleman  of 
a  most  respectable  character,  advanced 
in  years,  and  attached  by  every  pos 
sible  tie  to  a  son  now  in  the  most  ar 
duous  situation.  I  therefore  requested 
the  favor  through  his  hands,  as  giving 
me  the  most  conciliatory  access  to  the 
minister,  to  whom  I  was  preparing  to 
make  an  application  for  peace.  After 
the  appointment  was  made  with  Lord 
North  for  Friday  evening,  I  returned 
to  Mr.  Alexander,  to  consider  the 
specific  manner  and  terms  in  which  I 
should  make  my  application.  It  had 
occurred  to  me,  from  what  Mr.  Alex 
ander  had  stated  to  me,  that  the  Con 
ciliatory  Bill,1  which  I  had  moved  in 
the  last  Parliament,  on  the  2yth  of 
June,  1780,  would  still  serve  as  a  foun 
dation  to  proceed  upon  ;  I  therefore 
carried  it  with  me. 

He  told  me  that  he  and  you  knew 
the  sense  of  the  bill  very  well,  and 
that  it  would  be  entirely  consonant  to 
your  sentiments  that  I  should  state  it 
to  Lord  North,  as  drawing  an  outline 
for  a  negotiation  of  peace.  However, 
to  avoid  all  errors,  I  read  the  bill 
through  to  him,  and  explained  the 
view  of  each  clause,  viz.,  the  style  of 
Provinces  of  North  America,  a  gen 
eral  phrase,  to  avoid  any  term  denot 
ing  dependence  or  independence  ;  the 
truce  for  an  indefinite  term  ;  the  ar 
ticles  for  intercourse  for  ten  years  cer 
tain  ;  to  restore  an  amicable  corre 
spondence,  and  to  abate  animosities  ; 
the  suspension  of  certain  acts  of  Par 
liament,  to  avoid  every  possible  ques 
tion  of  dependence  or  independence  ; 


1This  bill  may  be  found  in  the  "  Diplomatic  Correspondence."  vol.  III.,  at  p.  157";  and 
remarks  on  the  same,  at  p.  267. 
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often  urged  this  on  former  occasions,  and  that  it  always 
gave  me  more  disgust  than  my  friendship  for  you  per 
mitted  me  to  express.  But  since  you  have  now  gone 
so  far  as  to  carry  such  a  proposition  to  Lord  North, 
as  arising  from  us,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  be 


and  to  finish  the  work  by  a  ratification 
of  each  article  of  intercourse  as  agreed 
to,  thereby  to  prevent  all  possible  re 
turn  of  war.  I  compared  the  articles 
of  intercourse  for  a  short  term,  and 
their  ratification  into  a  permanent 
peace,  to  a  well  known  mode  of  pro 
ceeding  in  the  laws  of  England,  by 
lease  and  release,  from  temporary  to 
perpetual  amity  and  peace. 

Upon  these  grounds  I  took  my  com 
mission  from  him  for  Lord  North, 
viz.,  the  question  of  dependence  or  in 
dependence  sub  silentio,  a  separate 
treaty  with  America,  and  to  state  the 
Conciliatory  Bill  of  June,  1780,  as  the 
outline  of  negotiation.  I  saw  Lord 
North  in  the  evening,  and  stated  the 
foregoing  propositions  to  him  as  I  have 
now  stated  them  to  you.  Afer  hav 
ing  stated  the  compromise  sub  silentio 
and  the  separate  treaty,  I  left  with 
Lord  North  the  copy  of  the  bill  of 
June,  1780,  together  with  a  paper,  en 
titled  "Conciliatory  Propositions." 
as  explanatory  of  that  bill,  both  en 
closed  with  this.  The  next  morning, 
viz.,  Saturday,  December  the  22d,  I 
saw  Mr.  Alexander,  and  reported  to 
him  what  I  had  stated  to  Lord  North, 
and  showed  him  a  copy  of  the  paper 
entitled  "  Conciliatory  Propositions." 
He  told  me  that  I  had  executed  my 
commission  perfectly  to  his  intelli 
gence  of  the  matter.  I  should  tell  you 
that,  at  the  conclusion  of  my  conver 
sation  with  Lord  North,  we  both 
settled  jointly  the  result  thus  :  "  I 
recommend  to  your  Lordship  the  prop 
ositions  which  I  have  had  the  honor 
of  stating  to  you,  as  general  grounds 
of  a  proposed  negotiation,  leading  tow 
ards  peace,  under  liberal  construc 
tions."  Lord  North  said,  in  answer  : 
"So  I  understand  them." 

Upon  this  footing  matters  rested  for 


some  days.  On  Sunday  last,  Decem 
ber  the  3Oth,  I  received  a  message 
from  Lord  North,  through  the  means 
of  Lord  Guildford,  requesting  an  ex 
planation  of  this  point,  viz.  :  "  Who 
is  authorized  to  treat  on  the  part  of 
America?  whether  you  or  Mr.  Adams, 
or  both  jointly  ;  and  whether  the  prop 
ositions  above  stated  would  be  ac 
knowledged,  as  general  grounds  of 
negotiation  towards  peace,  by  the  per 
son  or  persons  authorized  to  treat  ;  be 
cause  it  was  necessary,  before  he  could 
lay  a  matter  of  so  great  importance  be 
fore  the  Cabinet  Council,  that  he  should 
be  entitled  to  say,  these  propositions 
and  general  outlines  come  to  me  from 
responsible  and  authorized  persons." 
The  moment  I  received  the  request  of 
Lord  North,  I  agreed  entirely  with 
the  necessity  of  an  explanation  on  that 
head.  I  had  partly  expected  such  an 
inquiry,  and  it  gave  me  satisfaction 
when  it  came,  as  I  thought  it  the  first 
reply  towards  a  parley.  If  the  prop 
ositions  had  not  gained  some  atten 
tion,  it  would  have  been  of  very  little 
importance  to  have  inquired  whence 
they  came.  As  to  the  caution  itself, 
it  appears  to  me  not  only  prudent  but 
indispensable.  The  forms  of  caution 
in  such  cases  are  the  essentials  of 
caution.  I  had  determined  on  my 
own  account,  before  this  message,  to 
have  written  to  you,  that  I  might  have 
received  your  sentiments  directly  from 
yourself,  without  any  further  interven 
tion,  that  we  might  proceed  with  cau 
tion  and  certainty  in  a  matter  of  such 
infinite  importance.  This  message  has 
only  quickened  my  despatch.  The 
two  points  of  explanation  requested, 
I  take  to  be  these  :  whether  the  out 
lines  above  recited  are  properly  stated, 
always  considering  that  they  imply  no 
further  than  general  grounds  oj  nego- 
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explicit  with  you,  and  tell  you  plainly  that  I  never 
had  such  an  idea ;  and  I  believe  there  is  not  a  man  in 
America,  a  few  English  Tories  excepted,  that  would 
not  spurn  the  thought  of  deserting  a  noble  and  gen 
erous  friend,  for  the  sake  of  a  truce  with  an  unjust 
and  cruel  enemy. 


tiation  towards  peace,  under  liberal 
constructions  ;  and,  secondly,  by  what 
authorized  person  or  persons  any  an 
swer  on  this  subject  would  be  ac 
cepted  ;  in  short,  a  requisition  of 
credentials  preparatory  to  a  formal 
answer,  which  is  so  much  the  more 
necessary  on  the  supposition  of  a  fa 
vorable  reception  of  the  first  hint  tow 
ards  negotiation. 

When  I  last  saw  Mr.  Alexander, 
viz.,  about  four  or  five  days  ago,  he 
had  met  with  some  desponding  im 
pressions,  as  if  the  ministry  were  in 
disposed  to  peace,  and  that  things 
would  not  do,  etc.  He  did  not  tell 
me  upon  what  ground  he  had  formed 
such  apprehension  ;  however,  lest  he 
should  have  imparted  any  such  by  let 
ter  to  you,  I  will  state  that  point  to 
you,  because  it  may  have  infinite  ill 
consequences  to  be  too  touchy  on  such 
occasions.  A  premature  jealousy  may 
create  the  very  evil  it  suspects.  The 
ministry  in  this  country  are  not  every 
thing.  The  sense  of  the  people,  when 
really  expressed  and  exerted,  would  be 
most  prevalent.  Suppose  then  it  were 
a  proved  point  that  every  man  in  the 
ministry  were  in  his  heart  adverse  to 
peace.  What  then  ?  Withhold  all  over 
tures  ?  By  no  means.  I  should  ad 
vise  the  very  contrary  in  the  strongest 
manner.  I  should  say,  let  the  over 
tures  be  made  so  much  the  more  pub 
lic  and  explicit  by  those  who  do  wish 
for  peace.  It  is  the  unfortunate  state 
of  things  which  has  hitherto  bound 
the  cause  of  France  to  any  possible 
treaty  with  America,  and  which  has 
thereby  thrown  a  national  damp  upon 
any  actual  public  exertions  to  procure 
a  negotiation  for  peace  with  America. 
I  have  the  strongest  opinion  that  if 


it  were  publicly  known  to  the  people 
of  England  that  a  negotiation  might 
be  opened  with  America,  upon  the 
terms  above  specified,  that  all  the 
ministry  together,  if  they  were  ill  dis 
posed  to  a  man,  would  not  venture  to- 
thwart  such  a  measure. 

But  why  should  it  be  supposed  that 
the  ministry,  to  a  man,  are  ill  disposed 
to  a  peace  ?  Suppose  them  to  be  half 
and  half,  and  the  public  wish  and 
voice  of  the  people  in  favor  of  nego 
tiation,  it  is  evident  on  which  side  the 
balance  would  incline.  But  why  should 
we  seek  to  throw  a  damp  prematurely 
upon  any  chance  ?  Why  presume  even 
against  any  individual  ?  I  grant  that 
it  would  be  a  bitter  trial  of  humility 
to  be  brought  to  a  formal  recognition 
of  independence  at  the  haughty  com 
mand  of  France,  and  I  believe  every 
part  of  the  nation  would  proceed  to 
every  extremity  before  they  would  sub 
mit  to  that.  But  if  that  touchy  point 
can  be  provided  for  sub  silentio,  and 
if  the  proposed  treaty  with  America 
may  be  carried  on  free  from  control  by 
France,  let  us  give  the  cause  of  peace 
a  fair  trial  ;  at  the  worst  we  should  be 
but  where  we  were,  if  we  should  fail. 
But  why  should  we  expect  to  fail, 
when  the  greatest  rub  is  removed,  by 
the  liberty  of  entering  separately  into 
a  treaty  ?  I  think  it  a  most  favorable 
event,  leading  towards  peace.  Give 
us  a  truce  with  its  concomitants,  and 
a  little  time  so  given  for  cooling  will 
have  most  excellent  effects  on  both 
sides.  Eternal  peace  and  conciliation 
may  then  follow. 

I  send  this  to  you  by  the  quickest 
despatch,  that  we  may  bring  this  point 
to  a  fair  issue  before  the  meeting  of 
Parliament.  God  prosper  the  blessed 
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I  have  again  read  over  your  Conciliatory  Bill,  with 
the  manuscript  propositions  that  accompany  it,  and 
am  concerned  to  find  that  one  cannot  give  vent  to  a 
simple  wish  for  peace,  a  mere  sentiment  of  humanity, 
without  having  it  interpreted  as  a  disposition  to  submit 


work  of  peace.    I  am  ever  yours  most 
affectionately,  D.  HARTLEY. 

p.  s. — January  8,  1782.  Since 
writing  this  letter,  I  have  seen  Mr. 
Alexander,  and  shall  see  him  from 
time  to  time  to  communicate  with 
him.  I  do  not  suppose  I  shall  have 
an  answer  from  Lord  North,  till  the 
preliminary  points  are  so  settled  as  to 
enable  him  to  give  an  answer  in  form. 
The  ministry  might  undoubtedly  give 
a  short  negative,  if  they  thought 
proper  ;  but  I  do  not  expect  that. 
You  may  be  assured  that  I  have  and 
shall  continue  to  enforce  every  argu 
ment  in  the  most  conciliatory  manner 
to  induce  a  negotiation.  I  am  very 
sorry  for  Mr.  Alexander's  confine 
ment,  on  his  own  account,  and  on  that 
of  his  friends,  and  because  probably, 
in  the  future  state  of  this  business, 
his  personal  exertions  may  be  very 
serviceable  in  the  cause  of  peace. 
Every  assistance  and  every  exertion  of 
mine  will  always  be  most  heartily  de 
voted  to  that  cause.  I  have  nothing 
further  to  add,  either  upon  my  own 
reflections  or  from  my  subsequent 
conversations  with  Mr.  Alexander,  to 
what  I  have  stated  in  the  foregoing 
letter.  If  we  once  make  a  good  be 
ginning  upon  the  plan  there  stated,  I 
should  hope  that  such  a  negotiation, 
founded  on  such  principles,  would 
promise  fair  to  produce  every  salutary 
and  pacific  consequence  in  the  event. 
D.  H. 


Remarks  on  the  Conciliatory  Bill. 

In  the  title  and  preamble  of  the  bill, 
the  words  Provinces  of  North  Amer 
ica  are  used  as  general  words,  neither 
implying  dependence  nor  indepen 
dence. 


CLAUSE  i.  The  Tmce  is  taken 
from  the  Conciliatory  Act  of  1778, 
and  is  indefinite  as  to  the  proposed 
duration  of  the  truce.  Under  this 
clause  it  might  be  proposed  to  nego 
tiate  three  points,  viz.  :  the  removal 
of  the  British  troops  from  the  Thirteen 
Provinces  of  North  America  ;  and, 
connectedly  with  this  article,  a  stipu 
lation  for  the  security  of  the  friends 
of  the  British  government.  The  third 
article  might  be  a  stipulation  that  the 
respective  parties,  during  the  continu 
ance  of  the  truce,  should  not  either 
directly  or  indirectly  give  assistance  to 
the  enemies  of  each  other. 

CLAUSE  u.  Articles  of  Intercourse 
and  Pacification.  Under  this  clause 
some  arrangements  might  be  settled 
for  establishing  a  free  and  mutual  in 
tercourse,  civil  and  commercial,  be 
tween  Great  Britain  and  the  aforesaid 
Provinces  of  North  America. 

CLAUSE  in.  Suspension  of  Certain 
Acts  of  Parliament.  By  this  clause  a 
free  communication  may  be  kept  open 
between  the  two  countries,  during  the 
negotiation  for  peace,  without  stum 
bling  against  any  claim  of  rights  which 
might  draw  into  contest  the  question 
of  dependence  or  independence. 

CLAUSE  iv.  The  Ratification  by 
Parliament,  The  object  of  this  clause 
is  to  consolidate  peace  and  concilia 
tion,  step  by  step,  as  the  negotiation 
may  proceed,  and  to  prevent,  as  far 
as  possible,  any  return  of  war,  after 
the  first  declaration  of  a  truce.  By 
the  operation  of  this  clause,  a  tem 
porary  truce  may  be  converted  into  a 
perpetual  and  permanent  peace. 

CLAUSE  v.  A  Temporary  Act.  This 
clause,  creating  a  temporary  act  for  a 
specific  purpose  of  negotiation  in  view, 
is  taken  from  the  Act  of  1778. 
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to  any  base  conditions  that  may  be  offered  us,  rather 
than  continue  the  war;  for  on  no  other  supposition 
could  you  propose  to  us  a  truce  of  ten  years,  during* 
which  we  are  to  engage  not  to  assist  France,  while 
you  continue  the  war  with  her.  A  truce,  too,  wherein 
nothing  is  to  be  mentioned  that  may  weaken  your  pre 
tensions  to  dominion  over  us,  which  you  may  there 
fore  resume  at  the  end  of  the  term,  or  at  pleasure ; 
when  we  should  have  so  covered  ourselves  with  in 
famy,  by  our  treachery  to  our  first  friend,  as  that  no 
other  nation  can  ever  after  be  disposed  to  assist  us, 
however  cruelly  you  might  think  fit  to  treat  us.  Be 
lieve  me,  my  dear  friend,  America  has  too  much  un 
derstanding,  and  is  too  sensible  of  the  value  of  the 
world's  good  opinion,  to  forfeit  it  all  by  such  perfidy. 
The  Congress  will  never  instruct  their  Commissioners 
to  obtain  a  peace  on  such  ignominious  terms  ;  and 
though  there  can  be  but  few  things  in  which  I  should 
venture  to  disobey  their  orders,  yet  if  it  were  possi 
ble  for  them  to  give  me  such  an  order  as  this  I  should 
certainly  refuse  to  act  ;  I  should  instantly  renounce 
their  commission,  and  banish  myself  forever  from  so 
infamous  a  country. 

We  are  a  little  ambitious  too  of  your  esteem,  and 
as  I  think  we  have  acquired  some  share  of  it  by  our 
manner  of  making  war  with  you,  I  trust  we  shall  not 
hazard  the  loss  of  it  by  consenting  meanly  to  a  dis 
honorable  peace. 

Lord  North  was  wise  in  demanding  of  you  some 
authorized  acknowledgment  of  the  proposition  from 
authorized  persons.  He  justly  thought  it  too  im- 
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probable  to  be  relied  on,  so  as  to  lay  it  before  the 
Privy  Council.  You  can  now  inform  him  that  the 
whole  has  been  a  mistake,  and  that  no  such  proposi 
tion  as  that  of  a  separate  peace  has  been,  is,  or  is 
ever  likely  to  be  made  by  me,  and  I  believe  by 
no  other  authorized  person  whatever  in  behalf  of 
America.  You  may  further,  if  you  please,  inform 
his  lordship  that  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Jay, 
and  myself  have  long  since  been  empowered,  by  a 
special  commission,  to  treat  of  peace  whenever  a  ne 
gotiation  shall  be  opened  for  that  purpose  ;  but  it 
must  always  be  understood  that  this  is  to  be  in  con 
junction  with  our  allies,  conformably  to  the  solemn 
treaties  made  with  them. 

You  have,  my  dear  friend,  a  strong  desire  to  pro 
mote  peace,  and  it  is  a  most  laudable  and  virtuous 
-desire.  Permit  me,  then,  to  wish  that  you  would,  in 
order  to  succeed  as  a  mediator,  avoid  such  invidious 
expressions  as  may  have  an  effect  in  preventing  your 
purpose.  You  tell  me  that  no  stipulation  for  our  in 
dependence  must  be  in  the  treaty,  because  you 
•"  verily  believe  so  deep  is  the  jealousy  between 
England  and  France,  that  England  would  fight  for  a 
straw  to  the  last  man  and  the  last  shilling  rather  than 
be  dictated  to  by  France."  And  again,  that  "  the 
nation  would  proceed  to  every  extremity  rather  than 
be  brought  to  a  formal  recognition  of  independence 
.at  the  haughty  command  of  France."  My  dear  sir,  if 
-every  proposition  of  terms  of  peace  that  may  be 
made  by  one  of  the  parties  at  war,  is  to  be  called 
.and  considered  by  the  other  as  dictating,  and  a 
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haughty  command,  and  for  that  reason  rejected,  with 
a  resolution  of  fighting  to  the  last  man  rather  than 
agree  to  it,  you  see  that  in  such  case  no  treaty  of 
peace  is  possible. 

In  fact,  we  began  the  war  for  independence  on 
your  government,  which  we  found  tyrannical,  and 
this  before  France  had  any  thing  to  do  with  our 
affairs.  The  article  in  our  treaty  whereby  the  "  two 
parties  engage  that  neither  of  them  shall  conclude 
either  truce  or  peace  with  Great  Britain  without  the 
formal  consent  of  the  other  first  obtained,  and  mutu 
ally  engage  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  until  the  in 
dependence  of  the  United  States  shall  have  been 
.tacitly  assured  by  the  treaty  or  treaties  that  shall 
terminate  the  war,"  was  an  article  inserted  at  our  in 
stance,  being  in  our  favor.  And  you  see,  by  the 
article  itself,  that  your  great  difficulty  may  be  easily 
got  over,  as  a  formal  acknowledgment  of  our  inde 
pendence  is  not  made  necessary.  But  we  hope  by 
God's  help  to  enjoy  it,  and  I  suppose  we  shall  fight 
for  it  as  long  as  we  are  able. 

I  do  not  make  any  remarks  upon  the  other  propo 
sitions,  because  I  think  that,  unless  they  were  made 
by  authority,  the  discussion  of  them  is  unnecessary, 
and  may  be  inconvenient.  The  supposition  of  our 
being  disposed  to  make  a  separate  peace  I  could  not 
be  silent  upon,  as  it  materially  affected  our  reputation 
and  its  essential  interests.  If  I  have  been  a  little 
warm  on  that  offensive  point,  reflect  on  your  repeat 
edly  urging  it,  and  endeavor  to  excuse  me.  What 
ever  may  be  the  fate  of  our  poor  countries,  let  you 
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and  me  die  as  we    have  lived,  in    peace   with  each 
other. 

Assuredly   I   continue,  with  great  and  sincere  es 
teem,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


MXXI. 

TO    JOHN    JAY. 

PASSY,  15  January,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR  : — Mr.  Grand  tells  me  that  he  hears  from 
Madrid  you  are  uneasy  at  my  long  silence.  I  have 
had  much  vexation  and  perplexity  lately  with  the 
affair  of  the  goods  in  Holland  ;  and  I  have  so  many 
urgent  correspondences  to  keep  up  that  some  of 
them  at  times  necessarily  suffer.  I  purpose  writing 
fully  to  you  next  post.  In  the  meantime  I  send  the 
enclosed  for  your  meditation.  The  ill-timed  bills,  as 
you  justly  term  them,  do  us  infinite  prejudice  ;  but 
we  must  not  be  discouraged.  I  am  ever,  with  the 
greatest  esteem,  etc., 

B.    FRANKLIN.1 


MXXII. 

TO    JOHN    JAY. 

PASSY,  19  January,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR: — In  mine  of  the  i5th  I  mentioned  my 
intention  of  writing  fully  to  you  by  this  day's  post. 
But,  understanding  since  that  a  courier  will  soon  go 
from  Versailles,  I  rather  choose  that  conveyance. 

1  See  Mr.  Jay's  answer  in  the  "  Diplomatic  Correspondence,"  vol.  VIII. , 
P-  54- 
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I  received  duly  your  letter  of  November  2ist,  but 
it  found  me  in  a  very  perplexed  situation.  I  had 
great  payments  to  make  for  the  extravagant  and  very 
inconvenient  purchase  in  Holland,  together  with  large 
acceptances  by  Mr.  Adams  of  bills  drawn  on  Mr. 
Laurens  and  himself,  and  I  had  no  certainty  of  pro 
viding  the  money.  I  had  also  a  quarrel  upon  my 
hands  with  Messrs,  de  Neufville  and  others,  owners 
of  two  vessels  hired  by  Gillon  to  carry  the  goods  he 
had  contracted  to  carry  in  his  own  ship.  I  had  wor 
ried  this  friendly  and  generous  court  with  often- 
repeated  after-clap  demands,  occasioned  by  these 
unadvised  (as  well  as  ill-advised)  and,  therefore,  un 
expected  drafts,  and  was  ashamed  to  show  my  face 
to  the  minister.  In  these  circumstances,  I  knew  not 
what  answer  to  make  you.  I  could  not  encourage 
you  to  expect  the  relief  desired  ;  and,  having  still 
some  secret  hope,  I  was  unwilling  to  discourage  you, 
and  thereby  occasion  a  protest  of  bills,  which  possibly 
I  might  find  means  of  enabling  you  to  pay.  Thus  I 
delayed  writing  perhaps  too  long. 

But,  to  this  moment,  I  have  obtained  no  assurance 
of  having  it  in  my  power  to  aid  you,  though  no  en 
deavors  on  my  part  have  been  wanting.  We  have 
been  assisted  with  near  twenty  millions  since  the  be 
ginning  of  last  year,  besides  a  fleet  and  army ;  and  yet 
I  am  obliged  to  worry  them  with  my  solicitations  for 
more,  which  makes  us  appear  insatiable. 

This  letter  will  not  go  before  Tuesday.  Perhaps 
by  that  time  I  may  be  able  to  say  explicitly,  Yes  or 
No.  I  am  very  sensible  of  your  unhappy  situation, 


370  THE   WORKS  OF  [1782 

and  I  believe  you  feel  as  much  for  me.  You  mention 
my  proposing  to  repay  the  sum  you  want  in  America. 
I  tried  that  last  year.  I  drew  a  bill  on  Congress  for 
a  considerable  sum  to  be  advanced  me  here,  and  paid 
there  in  provisions  for  the  French  troops.  My  bill 
was  not  honored. 

I  was  in  hopes  the  loan  in  Holland,  if  it  succeeded, 
being  for  ten  millions,  would  have  made  us  all  easy. 
It  was  long  uncertain  ;  it  is  now  completed.  But  un 
fortunately  it  has  most  of  it  been  eaten  up  by  ad 
vances  here.  You  see,  by  the  letter  of  which  I  sent 
you  a  copy,  upon  what  terms  I  obtain  another  million 
of  it.  That,  if  I  get  it,  will  enable  me  to  pay  the 
thirty  thousand  dollars  you  have  borrowed  ;  for  we 
must  not  let  your  friend  suffer.  What  I  am  to  do 
afterwards,  God  knows. 

I  am  much  surprised  at  the  dilatory  and  reserved 
conduct  of  your  court.  I  know  not  to  what  amount 
you  have  obtained  aids  from  it ;  but  if  they  are  not 
considerable,  it  were  to  be  wished  you  had  never  been 
sent  there,  as  the  slight  they  have  put  upon  our  of 
fered  friendship  is  very  disreputable  to  us,  and,  of 
course,  hurtful  to  our  affairs  elsewhere.  I  think  they 
are  short-sighted,  and  do  not  look  very  far  into  futur 
ity,  or  they  would  seize  with  avidity  so  excellent  an 
opportunity  of  securing  a  neighbor's  friendship  which 
may  hereafter  be  of  great  consequence  to  their  Amer 
ican  affairs. 

If  I  were  in  Congress,  I  should  advise  your  being 
instructed  to  thank  them  for  past  favors,  and  take 
your  leave.  As  I  am  situated,  I  do  not  presume  to 
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give  you  such  advice,  nor  could  you  take  it  if  I 
should.  But  I  conceive  there  would  be  nothing  amiss 
in  your  mentioning  in  a  short  memoir  the  length  of 
time  elapsed  since  the  date  of  the  secret  article,  and 
since  your  arrival,  to  urge  their  determination  upon 
it,  and  pressing  them  to  give  you  an  explicit,  definite, 
immediate  answer,  whether  they  would  enter  into 
treaty  with  us  or  not  ;  and  in  case  of  refusal,  solicit 
your  recall,  that  you  may  not  continue  from  year  to 
year  at  a  great  expense  in  a  constant  state  of  uncer 
tainty  with  regard  to  so  important  a  matter.  I  do 
not  see  how  they  can  decently  refuse  such  an  answer. 
But  their  silence,  after  the  demand  made,  should  in 
my  opinion  be  understood  as  a  refusal,  and  we  should 
act  accordingly.  I  think  I  see  a  very  good  use  that 
might  be  made  of  it,  which  I  will  not  venture  to  ex 
plain  in  this  letter. 

I  know  not  how  the  account  of  your  salary  stands, 
but  I  would  have  you  draw  upon  me  for  a  quarter  at 
present,  which  shall  be  paid  ;  and  it  will  be  a  great 
pleasure  to  me  if  I  shall  be  able  to  pay  up  all  your 
arrears. 

Mr.  Laurens,  being  now  at  liberty,  perhaps  may 
soon  come  here  and  be  ready  to  join  us,  if  there 
should  be  any  negotiations  for  peace.  In  England 
they  are  mad  for  a  separate  one  with  us,  that  they 
may  more  effectually  take  revenge  on  France  and 
Spain.  I  have  had  several  overtures  hinted  to  me 
lately  from  different  quarters,  but  I  am  deaf.  The 
thing  is  impossible.  We  can  never  agree  to  desert 
our  first  and  our  faithful  friend  on  any  consideration 
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whatever.  We  should  become  infamous  by  such 
abominable  baseness.  With  great  and  sincere  esteem, 
I  am  ever,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


MXXIII. 

TO    WILLIAM     CARMICHAEL. 

PASSY,  23  January,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR  : — It  is  a  long  time  since  I  have  written 
to  you  ;  but  I  am  not  the  less  sensible  of  your  obli 
ging  attention  in  writing  frequently  to  me.  I  have 
now  before  me  your  several  favors  of  September 
I5th,  October  23d,  November  8th,  and  January  nth. 
Your  communications  are  always  agreeable,  and  I 
beg  you  would  continue  them,  and  continue  also  to 
excuse  the  want  of  punctuality  in  correspondence  of 
an  old  man,  who  has  been  opprest  with  too  much 
business.  The  arrival  of  Mr.  Barclay,  appointed 
Consul-General,  will  ease  me  of  a  good  deal,  and  I 
hope  for  the  future  to  be  more  exact. 

Mr.  Boyeted  was  so  obliging  as  to  call  on  me  with 
one  of  your  letters,  and  has  since  sent  me  the  books, 
which  afford  me  a  good  deal  of  information.  I  thank 
you  very  much  for  them.  I  expect  soon  some  copies 
of  a  new  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  your  Ameri 
can  Society,  of  which  I  shall  request  M.  de  Campo- 
manes  to  accept  one.  Be  pleased  to  present  my 
respects  to  him.  I  see  that  he  will  be  a  great  bene 
factor  to  his  country. 

With  regard  to  money  matters,  I  am  continually 
embarrassed  by  some  means  or  other  with  fresh  diffi- 
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culties.  I  was  told  that  no  more  random  bills  would 
be  drawn  after  the  beginning  of  April  last,  and  I 
flattered  myself  with  being  soon  at  ease  by  paying 
off  those  issued  before  ;  but  as  they  continue  coming, 
drawn  not  only  on  Mr.  Jay,  but  on  Mr.  Adams,  Mr. 
Laurens,  and  myself,  I  begin  to  suspect  that  the 
drawing  continues,  and  that  the  bills  are  antedated. 
It  is  impossible  for  me  to  go  on  with  demands  after 
demands.  I  was  never  advised  of  the  amount  of  the 
drafts,  either  upon  myself  or  upon  any  of  the  other 
ministers.  The  drafts  themselves  that  are  directed 
to  me  are  indeed  a  justification  of  my  paying  them  ; 
but  I  never  had  any  orders  to  pay  those  drawn  on 
others,  nor  have  I  ever  received  a  syllable  of  appro 
bation  for  having  done  so.  Thus  I  stand  charged 
with  vast  sums  which  I  have  disbursed  for  the  public 
service  without  authority.  In  my  present  situation  I 
cannot  encourage  Mr.  Jay  to  accept  any  more  bills. 
I  think,  too,  all  things  considered,  that  if  some  of 
them  must  go  back  protested,  it  had  better  be  from 
either  France  or  Holland.  But  I  will  do  my  best  if 
possible  to  prevent  it.  I  wish  with  you  that  we  had 
contented  ourselves  with  such  aids  as  this  kind  and 
generous  nation  could  afford  us,  and  never  sought  to 
entangle  ourselves  with  obligations  to  any  others. 

In  writing  to  Mr.  Jay  I  forgot  to  mention  how 
much  I  was  obliged  by  his  permitting  me  to  read  his 
despatches  sent  by  Major  Franks.  They  are  very 
full  and  satisfactory.  I  wonder  at  what  you  have 
heard  that  the  Congress  had  for  eight  months  no 
letters  from  Mr.  Adams,  as  I  think  him  the  most 
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diligent  of  all  correspondents,  having  seen  in  the 
votes  of  Congress  mention  made  of  the  dates  of  letters 
received  from  him,  by  which  it  seemed  that  he  had 
written  almost  every  day,  and  sometimes  twice  a  day. 
My  great  fault  is  writing  too  seldom  ;  I  should  write 
oftener  (and  should  be  happy),  if  I  had  nothing  else 
to  do. 

I  wrote  to  Mr.  Jay  on  the  igih  that  I  hoped,  before 
the  following  Tuesday,  to  be  able  to  say  whether  I 
should  or  should  not  have  it  again  in  my  power  to 
aid  him.  I  am  still  in  the  dark,  but  I  shall  pay  your 
draft  as  well  as  his  for  a  quarter  of  your  salaries.  I 
wish  each  of  you  would  state  an  account  and  send  it 
to  me  of  what  has  become  due  since  the  commence 
ment  and  what  you  have  received  ;  and  if  I  can 
procure  the  means  I  will  pay  the  balances  ;  but  it  is 
necessary  to  write  to  Congress  for  a  direct  provision 
hereafter. 

You  do  my  little  scribblings  too  much  honor  in  pro 
posing  to  print  them  ;  but  they  are  at  your  disposition, 
except  the  letter  to  the  Academy  of  which  having 
several  English  puns  in  it,  cannot  be  translated,  and 
besides  has  too  much  grossierte  to  be  borne  by  the 
polite  readers  of  these  nations.  If  you  should  print 
any  of  them  you  will  conceal  my  name.1 

1  The  communication  here  referred  gesting   to    them    another    question, 

to  was  a  satire  upon  the  learned  socie-  quite  absurd  in  itself,  but  which  he 

ties  of  Franklin's  time,   and  the  idle  makes  stiil  more  absurd  by  discussing 

questions  upon  which  they  were  wont  it  with  the  gravity  of  a  schoolman, 
to  deliberate.  The  purpose  of  Franklin's  satire  is 

The  letter  commences  by  reciting  the  same  as  that  which  the  author  of 
one  of  these  questions  which  had  been  "  Hudibras  "  had  in  ridiculing  the  de- 
propounded  by  the  Brussels  Academy,  liberations  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
and  he  makes  it  the  pretext  for  sug-  London  over  the  question  propounded 
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I  see  advised  here,  Spanish  ink  of  a  fine  black  for 
writing.  From  this  one  would  imagine  that  Spanish 
ink  had  obtained  a  character  for  blackness.  If  there 
is  any  of  it  to  be  had  at  Madrid,  I  wish  you  would 
use  it  in  writing  your  letters  ;  for  my  eyes  not  being 
very  good,  when  the  ink  and  paper  are  so  nearly  of  a 
color  I  find  it  difficult  to  read  them. 

Jan.  25th.  Since  writing  the  above  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette,  is  arrived,  to  my  great  joy,  as  I  am  per 
suaded  he  will  be  very  useful  to  our  affairs.  I  forward 
some  letters  for  Mr.  Jay. 

Robert  R.  Livingston  is  appointed  Secretary  of 
Foreign  Affairs  and  General  Lincoln  Secretary  of 
War.  Mr.  Morris  conducts  the  finances  to  general 
satisfaction  and  the  public  credit  is  reviving. 

I  this  day  met  Mr.  Cases  at  Mr.  Grand's,  where  we 
dined,  and  he  gave  me  a  letter  from  you.  I  shall  with 
pleasure  cultivate  his  acquaintance,  for  which  I  am 
obliged  to  you. 

With  great  esteem,  I  am  ever,  dear  sir,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

Please  to  give  the  enclosed  papers  to  Mr.  Jay, 
which  should  have  gone  to  him  with  my  last. 

by  Charles  I.:   "If  you  put  a  shrimp  was  in  no  respect  inferior  in  wit  and 

into  a  vessel  full  of  water,  why  does  effectiveness.     As  it  was  written  for 

the  water  not  overflow  ?  "  the  amusement  of  one  or  two  of  his 

It  is  doing  Butler's  poem  no  injus-  scientific  friends,  and  as  he  not  only 

tice,  however,- to  say  that  Franklin's  never  gave  it  to  the   press,  but   dis- 

satire,   though  open  unfortunately  to  tinctly  forbade  its  being  printed  with 

the   criticism   which   he   makes   of  it  his  name,   it  is  necessarily  excluded 

himself  in  the  text,  of  "  Grosstirtt"  from  these  pages. — EDITOR. 
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MXXIV. 

FROM   DAVID   HARTLEY. 

LONDON,  24  January,  1782. 

MY  DEAR  SIR: — I  received  yours  of  the  I5th  instant  this 
day.  I  must  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  setting  you 
right  in  one  mistake  which  runs  through  your  whole  letter, 
and  which  to  you,  under  that  mistake,  must  be  a  very  deli 
cate  point.  You  seem  to  apprehend  that  America  has  been 
stated,  in  the  proposition  to  Lord  North,  as  "  disposed  to 
enter  into  a  separate  treaty  with  Great  Britain  "  ;  but  you 
meet  the  condition,  viz.,  in  the  words  immediately  following, 
"  and  that  their  allies  were  disposed  to  consent  to  it"  There 
cannot  possibly  be  any  supposition  of  treachery  to  allies  in 
any  proposition  to  which  they  may  consent.  A  separate 
treaty,  with  the  consent  of  the  allies  of  America,  was  the 
proposition  communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Alexander,  and 
which  I  laid  before  the  minister,  and  which  I  reported  back 
again  to  Mr.  Alexander  in  writing,  when  I  showed  him  the 
paper  entitled  "  Conciliatory  Propositions,"  which  I  took 
care  to  reduce  to  writing,  with  a  view  of  avoiding  mistakes  ; 
therefore  I  have  not  misunderstood  Mr.  Alexander.  I  have 
since  seen  Mr.  Alexander  many  times,  and  he  has  always 
stated  one  and  the  same  proposition,  viz.,  that  America  was 
disposed  to  enter  into  a  separate  treaty,  because  their  allies 
were  disposed  to  consent  that  they  should ;  therefore  there  can 
not  exist  a  suspicion  of  treachery.  It  occurred  to  me  once, 
while  I  was  writing,  to  bar  against  that  misconstruction  ;  but 
having  specified  the  consent  of  the  allies  of  America  in  the 
same  sentence,  I  could  not  conceive  such  a  misconstruction 
to  have  been  possible. 

You  have  mistaken  another  point  greatly.  You  say  "  a 
truce  for  ten  years."  There  is  not  in  the  bill  any  such  dis 
position  or  thought  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  specified  in  the 
enclosed  paper  that  it  is  kept  indefinite,  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  avoiding  the  suspicion  which  you  have  suggested.  The 
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truce  may  be  for  for  twenty,  or  fifty,  or  one  hundred  years ; 
in  my  opinion,  the  longer  the  better.  But  in  any  case,  what 
I  mean  now  to  state  is  the  indefinite  term  of  the  bill.  The 
articles  of  intercourse  are  only  proposed  for  ten  years  cer 
tain,  just  to  strew  the  way  with  inviting  and  conciliatory 
facilities,  in  the  hope  that  a  little  time  given  for  cooling  would 
confirm  a  perpetual  peace.  If  I  were  permitted  to  be  the 
mediator,  I  should  certainly  propose  the  truce  for  twenty 
years  ;  but  if  no  more  than  ten  years  could  be  obtained,  I 
would  certainly  not  refuse  such  a  ground  of  pacification  and 
treaty.  I  refer  you  to  several  of  my  letters,  two  or  three 
years  ago,  for  the  justification  of  my  sentiments  on  that  head. 
Another  point  :  look  at  all  my  letters  since  1778,  and  see 
if  I  have  at  any  time  suggested  any  breach  of  treaty  or  of 
honor  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  a  faithless  nation,  if  exter 
minated,  would  not  deserve  the  pity  of  mankind.  I  speak 
of  all  I  know  of  the  treaty  between  America  and  France, 
and  what  I  think  reasonable  upon  the  case  itself.  If  Amer 
ica  is  further  bound  than  we  know  of,  they  must  abide  by  it. 
I  speak  to  the  apparent  and  public  foundation  of  the  treaty, 
article  second,  with  the  provision  of  tacitly,  from  article 
eighth  ;  and  now  I  refer  you  to  my  letter  to  you,  as  long 
ago  as  April  10,  1779:  "If  beyond  this  essential  and  di 
rected  end,  and  upon  grounds  totally  unconnected  with  that 
alliance,  not  upon  motives  of  magnanimity  for  the  relief  of 
an  innocent  people,  but  from  distinct  and  unconnected  mo 
tives  of  private  European  sentiments,  America  should  be 
dragged  into  the  consequence  of  a  general  European  war, 
she  may  apply  to  France  the  apostrophe  of  the  poet,  speak 
ing  in  the  person  of  Helen  to  Paris  : 

*'  '  Non  hoc  pollicitus  tuse.'  " 

You  see,  therefore,  that  our  sentiments  have  been  uniform,  and, 
as  I  think,  reasonable,  because  I  still  remain  in  those  sentiments. 
Suppose,  for  instance  (and  you  may  call  it  the  case  of  a 
straw,  if  you  please),  that  Great  Britain  and  France  should 
continue  the  war  for  ten  years,  on  the  point  of  a  commissary 
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at  Dunkirk,  ay  or  no.  Would  it  be  reasonable,  or  a  casns 
fcederis,  that  America  should  be  precluded  from  a  separate 
treaty  for  ten  years,  and  therefore  involved  in  the  conse 
quential  war,  after  the  essential  and  direct  ends  of  the  treaty 
of  February  6,  1778,  were  accomplished?  As  far  as  my 
judgment  goes,  upon  the  knowledge  of  such  facts  as  are 
public,  I  should  think  it  was  neither  reasonable  nor  a  casus 
fcederis.  This  is  the  breviate  of  the  argument,  in  which 
there  is  no  thought  or  suggestion  of  any  breach  of  faith  or 
honor.  I  did  conclude  that  France  was  disposed  to  give 
their  consent,  because  Mr.  Alexander  informed  me  so,  and 
because  I  thought  it  reasonable  that  France  should  consent, 
and  reasonable  that  America  should  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
that  consent.  I  transmitted  it  to  Lord  North,  as  a  proposi 
tion  temperate  and  pacific  on  the  part  of  America,  and  con 
sented  to  by  their  allies,  and  on  no  other  ground  did  I 
transmit  or  propose  it.  All  that  your  letter  tells  me  is, 
"  that  America  will  not  break  with  her  allies,  and  that  her 
Commissioners  will  not  entertain  such  a  thought  "  ;  but  give 
me  leave  to  add  that  they,  as  honest  men,  cannot  disdain 
such  a  thought  more  than  I  do  ;  every  honest  man  ought  to 
disdain  the  office,  or  the  thought,  of  proposing  a  breach  of 
faith  to  them.  I  have  often  told  you  that  such  an  office  or 
such  a  thought  shall  never  be  mine. 

But  you  have  not  told  me  that  France  would  not  be  dis 
posed  to  consent  to  a  separate  treaty  of  peace  for  that  ally, 
whose  peace  was  the  original  declared  object  of  the  alliance, 
in  the  case  supposed,  viz.,  of  certain  supposed  or  real  punc 
tilios  between  two  proud  and  belligerent  nations,  which 
might  possibly  involve  America  for  years  in  a  war  totally 
unconnected  with  the  objects  of  the  alliance.  Besides,  if 
any  rubs  should  occur  in  the  road  to  a  general  peace,  France 
is  too  proud  a  nation  to  say  that,  beyond  the  policy  of  con 
tributing  to  the  separation  of  America  from  Great  Britain 
in  any  contest  of  rivalship,  they  cannot  meet  their  rivals  in 
war,  without  the  assistance  of  America.  I  cannot  conceive 
that  the  minister  of  a  great  belligerent  nation  could  enter- 
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tain  such  a  thought,  as  affecting  their  own  sense  of  honor, 
or  be  so  unreasonable  to  their  allies  as  to  withhold  consent 
to  their  peace,  when  the  essential  and  direct  ends  of  the  alli 
ance  were  satisfied.  Observe,  I  do  not  contend  against  a 
general  peace  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  mean  to  recommend  the 
most  prudent  means  for  producing  it.  But,  as  an  anxious 
lover  of  peace,  I  feel  terrors  which  dismay  me,  when  I  con 
sider  the  dangers  which  may  obstruct  a  general  peace,  arising 
from  the  pride  and  prejudices  of  nations,  which  are  not  to  be 
controlled  in  their  heat  by  arguments  of  reason  or  philosophy. 

Can  any  man  in  reason  and  philosophy  tell  me  why  any 
two  nations  in  the  world  are  called  natural  enemies,  as  if  it 
were  the  ordinance  of  God  and  nature  ?  I  fear  it  is  too 
deeply  engraved  in  the  passions  of  man  ;  and  for  that  reason 
I  would  elude  and  evade  the  contest  with  such  passions.  I 
would  strew  the  road  to  peace  with  flowers,  and  not  with 
thorns.  Haughty,  and  dictating,  and  commands  are  no  words 
of  mine  ;  I  abhor  them,  and  I  fear  them.  I  would  elude  their 
force  by  gentle  means,  and  step  by  step.  In  article  eighth 
there  are  the  following  words  :  "  By  the  treaty  or  treaties 
that  shall  terminate  the  war."  Let  us  have  one  treaty 
begun,  and  I  think  the  rest  would  follow.  I  fear,  when 
contending  passions  are  raised,  lest  we  should  lose  all  by 
grasping  at  too  much. 

January  2$tk.  I  have  just  seen  Mr.  Alexander,  and 
have  talked  the  matter  over  with  him.  I  send  you  a  copy 
of  his  sentiments  upon  it,  which,  for  the  sake  of  avoiding 
further  mistakes,  he  committed  to  paper,  and  which,  I  think, 
justify  me  in  saying  that  I  understood  from  him  that  France 
was  disposed  to  give  their  consent,  as  he  explained  it  to  me,, 
and  as  I  explained  it  to  the  minister.1  He  did  not  say,  nor 

1  The  following  is  Mr.  Alexander's  '  nothing  can  be  done  without  the  con- 
explanatory  note  to  Mr.  Hartley  :  currence  of  allies.'  But,  as  the  chief 
"As  I  had  not  the  opportunity  of  obstruction  towards  an  accommodation 
seeing  your  correspondence  at  this  seemed  to  me  to  lie  in  the  personal 
time,  I  was  unable  to  prevent  the  mis-  character  of  some,  who  have  great 
understanding  that  seems  to  have  weight  in  this  matter,  and  as  the  ob- 
arisen.  There  is  no  proposition  of  ject  of  the  war  (the  independence  of 
which  I  am  more  convinced  than  that  America)  seems,  in  the  opinion  of  all 
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did  I  understand  him  to  say,  that  he  was  authorized  by  the 
French  ministry,  or  by  any  one  else,  to  declare  that  France 
had  bound  herself  to  consent,  or  that  any  such  requisition 
had  been  made  to  her ;  but  that  it  was  his  opinion  that 
France  would  consent,  and  that  I  might  proceed  upon  that 
presumption,  so  far  as  to  recommend  overtures  of  negotia 
tion.  Accordingly,  the  phrase  of  my  letter  to  you  is,  that 
he  explained  to  me  that  their  allies  were  disposed  to  consent. 
You  see  what  his  opinion  is  on  this  day ;  and,  as  you  have 
not  told  me  that  France  will  not  consent,  the  reasonable 
probability  which  still  remains  with  me,  for  the  hopes  of 
opening  an  amicable  treaty,  remains  as  it  did. 

I  could  not  delay  saying  thus,  by  the  very  first  mail,  upon 
a  point  equally  delicate  to  me  as  well  as  to  yourself.  My 
dear  friend,  I  beg  of  you  not  to  think,  either  that  you  can  be 
considered  as  capable  of  entertaining,  or  that  I  should  be 
capable  of  suggesting,  any  unworthy  or  dishonorable  propo 
sitions.  If  there  has  been  any  misunderstanding,  it  is  now 
cleared  up ;  and  the  ground  for  negotiation  remains  open  as 
before.  I  therefore  still  entertain  my  hopes.  I  am  ever 
your  affectionate  D.  HARTLEY. 

MXXV. 

TO    JOHN    BARRY.1 

PASSY,  24  January,  1782. 

SIR  . — I  received  your  letter  of  the  1 7th  with  pleas 
ure,  as  it  informed  me  of  your  safe  arrival  at  Fort 

men,  to  be  secured,  my  own  opinion  friends   are  desirous  of   finishing  the 

was,  and    still  is,    that  there  was  so  contest,  with  the  approbation  of  their 

much  wisdom  and  moderation  where  allies,  is  to  doubt  their  understand- 

prejudice  prevents  us  from  seeing  it,  ing." 

that,  provided  the  ends  of  the  war  are  1  Captain    in   the   American    navy, 

accomplished  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  having    command    of     the    Alliance 

parties,  they  will  be  very  ready  to  let  frigate   at    L'Orient.     He  had  lately 

us  out  of  it  in  the  most  gentle  manner,  arrived  from  America  ;  and  in  his  ves- 

by  consenting  equally  that  the  busi-  sel  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  Viscount 

ness  shall  go  on  in  one,  two,  or  three  de   Noailles,   General  Duportail,  and 

separate  deeds,  as  shall  be  most  palat-  several  other  French  officers  came  as 

able    here ;    and   to   doubt   that   our  passengers. ' 
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Louis.  I  shall  see  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  to-day, 
and  we  will  try  what  can  be  done  towards  getting 
you  some  French  sailors  ;  but  I  doubt  they  are  too 
much  wanted  to  be  spared  to  us.  You  will  find, 
however,  a  number  of  Americans  at  L'Orient,  who 
have  lately  escaped,  or  been  exchanged,  from  the 
prisons  of  England.  Your  desire  of  redeeming  more 
of  them  is  noble,  and  I  heartily  wish  you  success  in 
it.  Mr.  Barclay,  the  consul,  to  whom  you  should  ap 
ply  in  case  of  wanting  any  thing  for  your  ship,  is  now 
in  Holland  ;  but  I  expect  him  in  a  few  days.  Let  me 
know  if,  when  you  return  to  America,  you  can  take 
any  of  the  Congress  goods,  which  he  will  have  to 
send.  With  great  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


MXXVI. 

TO  ROBERT    MORRIS. 

PASSY,  28  January,  1782. 

SIR  : — I  wrote  a  few  lines  to  you  this  morning,  and 
understanding  that  the  courier  is  not  yet  gone  off  for 
Brest,  I  have  time  to  acquaint  you  that  our  good 
friend  the  Marquis,  whom  I  have  just  now  seen,  has 
been,  at  my  request,  with  all  the  ministers,  spent  an 
hour  with  each  of  them,  pressing  with  all  the  argu 
ments  possible  a  further  supply  of  money  for  the  en 
suing  campaign  ;  and  being  better  acquainted  with 
facts,  he  was  able  to  speak  with  greater  weight  than  I 
could  possibly  do.  He  finds  that  the  general  deter 
mination  had  been  not  to  furnish  any  more  money  ; 
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and  though  he  thinks  he  has  so  far  prevailed  as  that 
the  matter  may  be  reconsidered  and  possibly  some 
may  be  obtained,  which,  however,  is  far  from  being 
certain,  he  does  not  imagine  it  will  be  much,  and  that 
therefore  it  will  be  best  for  us  to  act  as  if  none  were 
to  be  expected.  I  shall  see  M.  de  Vergennes  to 
morrow,  and  shall  write  you  further  by  the  first  op 
portunity. 

I  will  just  add  one  short  reflection,  that  wrong  esti 
mates  are  often  made  of  a  friend's  abilities ;  and  bor 
rowers  are  apt  to  say  :  Help  me  with  such  a  sum,  't  is 
to  a  man  of  your  wealth  a  trifle.  They  are  ignorant 
of  the  demands  constantly  made  upon  him  by  the 
course  of  the  expense  he  is  necessarily  engaged  in, 
which  may  be  equal  to  and  perhaps  exceed  his  in 
comes.  And  it  is  grating  to  be  pressed  for  loans  in 
a  manner  that  oblige  a  man  either  to  seem  unkind  by 
refusing,  or  to  disclose  his  own  inabilities.  Let  us  be 
assured  that  if  we  do  not  obtain  another  loan  it  is 
[not  ?]  for  want  of  good-will  to  us. 

With  great  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


MXXVII. 


TO    ROBERT    R.    LIVINGSTON. 


PASSY,  28  January,  1782. 

SIR  : — I  received,  at  the  same  time,  your  several 
letters  of  October  2oth,  24th,  and  November  26th, 
which  I  purpose  to  answer  fully  by  the  return  of  the 
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Alliance.  Having  just  had  a  very  short  notice  of 
the  departure  of  this  ship,  I  can  only  at  present  men 
tion  the  great  pleasure  your  appointment  gives  me, 
and  my  intention  of  corresponding  with  you  regularly 
and  frequently,  as  you  desire.  The  information  con 
tained  in  your  letter  is  full  and  clear  ;  I  shall  endeavor 
that  mine,  of  the  state  of  affairs  here,  may  be  as  satis 
factory.  With  great  esteem,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

P.  S. — Having  just  learned  that  the  courier  is  not 
gone,  I  have  time  to  enclose  two  letters  from  Holland, 
by  which  you  will  see  something  of  the  state  of  affairs 
in  that  country.  Be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful 
respects  to  Congress,  and  assure  them  of  my  faithful 
services. 


MXXVIII. 

TO    GUSTAVUS    CONYNGHAM. 

PASSY,  6  February,  1782. 

SIR  : — I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  two 
letters  from  you  since  you  came  to  Nantes.  In  the 
first  you  desired  a  copy  of  your  original  commission. 
I  have  caused  search  to  be  made  for  it,  but  can  find 
no  trace  of  it ;  as,  at  the  time  it  was  given  to  you,  the 
Commissioners  kept  no  minutes  of  their  proceedings, 
and  it  is  but  a  few  days  since  I  learned  from  Dr. 
Bancroft  that  it  was  taken  from  you  at  Dunkirk,  and 
sent  up  with  other  papers  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes. 
The  first  time  I  go  to  Versailles  I  will  inquire  for  it. 


384  THE   WORKS  OF  [1782 

If  it  is  lost,  I  will  send  you  a  certificate  that  it  did 
exist,  though  at  present  not  to  be  found. 

In   your  second   letter  you  desire  to  know  what 

money  Mr.  D has  charged  or  advanced  to  you. 

I  never  was  able  to  obtain  from  him  a  regular  account 
of  the  moneys  put  into  his  hands  for  the  relief  of 
prisoners  in  England,  but  I  think  he  mentions  in  one 
of  his  letters  he  paid  fifty  pounds  for  you.  Probably 
this  may  not  be  true  ;  for  he  is  the  greatest  villain  I 
ever  met  with,  having  the  last  winter  drawn  on  me 
for  four  hundred  and  ninety-five  pounds  for  the  sup 
port  of  American  prisoners,  and  applied  but  thirty 
pounds  to  their  use.  However,  he  can  have  no  right 
to  demand  repayment  from  you,  having  received  the 
money  from  me.  With  very  great  esteem  and  best 
wishes  for  your  prosperity,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


MXXIX. 

TO    JOHN    BARRY. 

PASSY,  10  February,  1782. 

SIR: — I  have  been  honored  by  yours  of  the  3ist 
past,  and  am  glad  to  find  you  are  willing  to  take  over 
some  of  the  public  goods.  I  should  not  desire  it  of 
you,  if  certain  circumstances  unforeseen  had  not 
rendered  it  necessary.  The  goods  are  for  the  use  of 
our  troops  and  marine,  and  were  collected  at  Brest, 
with  an  intention  of  sending  them  in  certain  trans 
ports,  which  were  prepared  for  that  purpose  by  the 
government.  The  loss  of  a  number  of  transports, 
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taken  by  Kempenfeld's  squadron,  which  were  carrying 
stores  for  the  king's  fleet  and  army,  making  it  neces 
sary  to  replace  those  stores  and  forward  them  imme 
diately,  it  has  been  found  that  there  is  no  room  for 
ours,  and  that  sufficient  new  transports  cannot  readily 
be  obtained. 

It  has  therefore  been  proposed  to  me  to  put  into 
your  ship  what  you  can  well  receive,  and  to  get  freight 
if  I  can  for  the  rest,  to  go  under  your  convoy.  Mr. 
Barclay,  who  is  acquainted  with  such  business,  is  not 
yet  returned,  but  I  expect  him  daily.  In  the  meantime 
I  wish  you  would  proceed  to  Brest  immediately,  where 
you  will  find  orders  given  to  the  commissary  to  de 
liver  so  much  of  the  Congress  stores  to  you  as  you 
shall  think  fit  to  receive.  My  despatches  for  America 
shall  also  meet  you  there  ;  and,  as  the  quantity  of 
goods  may  possibly  render  your  ship  less  fit  for  sail 
ing  or  fighting,  it  would  perhaps  be  well  if  you  con 
cluded  to  sail  with  the  king's  ships  which  convoy  the 
transports,  and  you  will  probably  depart  by  the  mid 
dle  of  March.  Though  you  have  not,  as  you  observe, 
any  orders  for  this  operation,  I  am  persuaded  that  its 
utility  and  necessity,  together  with  this  letter,  will  be 
deemed  a  full  justification.  Endeavors  are  using  to 
procure  freight  for  the  rest,  to  go  under  the  same 
convoy,  but  perhaps  it  may  not  be  possible  to  do  it 
in  time.  If  you  can  engage  any  from  L'Orient,  it 
will  be  doing  great  service.  The  goods  in  all  will 
make  about  one  thousand  tons.  With  great  esteem, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
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MXXX. 

TO    JOHN    ADAMS. 

PASSY,  12  February,  1782. 

SIR  : — I  received  the  honor  of  yours  dated  the  7th 
inst,  acquainting  me  with  the  presentation  of  several 
more  bills  drawn  on  Mr.  Laurens.  I  think  you  will 
do  well  to  accept  them,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to 
enable  you  to  pay  them.  I  should  be  glad  to  see  a 
complete  list  of  those  you  have  already  accepted. 
Perhaps  from  the  series  of  numbers  and  the  deficien 
cies  one  may  be  able  to  divine  the  sum  that  has  been 
issued,  of  which  we  have  never  been  informed,  as  we 
ought  to  have  been.  Ignorance  of  this  has  subjected 
me  to  the  unpleasant  task  of  making  repeated  de 
mands,  which  displease  our  friends  by  seeming  to 
have  no  end.  The  same  is  the  case  with  the  bills  on 
Mr.  Jay  and  on  myself.  This  has  among.other  things 
made  me  quite  sick  of  my  Gibeonite  office — that  of 
drawing  water  for  the  whole  congregation  of  Israel. 
But  I  am  happy  to  learn  from  our  Minister  of  Finance 
that,  after  the  end  of  March  next,  no  further  drafts 
shall  be  made  on  me,  or  trouble  given  me  by  drafts 
of  others. 

The  Duke  de  Vauguyon  must  be  with  you  before 
this  time.  I  am  impatient  to  hear  the  result  of  your 
States  on  the  demand  you  have  made  of  a  categoric 
answer,  etc.  I  think  with  you  that  it  may  be  wrong 
to  interrupt  or  perplex  their  deliberations  by  asking 
aids  during  the  present  critical  situation  of  affairs. 

I  understood  that  the  goods  had  all  been  delivered 
to  Mr.  Barclay,  and  I  punctually  paid  all  the  bills. 
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That  gentleman  now  writes  me  that  those  purchased 
of  Gillon  are  detained  on  pretence  of  his  debts. 
These  new  demands  were  never  mentioned  to  me 
before.  It  has  been  and  will  be  a  villainous  affair 
from  beginning  to  end.  Etc.  B.  FRANKLIN. 


MXXXI. 

TO    MR.   BARCLAY. 

PASSY,  12  February,  1782. 

SIR  : — I  received  duly  yours  of  the  3d  inst.,  and  I 
am  enraged  to  find  that  after  I  had  been  informed  the 
goods  were  delivered  to  you,  and  had  in  consequence 
paid  punctually  all  the  bills,  Messrs,  de  Neufville 
should  attempt  to  stop  those  bought  of  Gillon. 
These  new  demands  have  been  artfully  kept  out  of 
sight  till  now.  There  is  more  roguery,  it  seems,  in 
that  country  than  I  imagined.  Neither  Colonel 
Laurens  nor  Captain  Jackson  left  with  me  the  con 
tract  made  with  Gillon  ;  but  the  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  in  his  favor  by  Jackson,  and  accepted  and  paid 
by  me,  are  proofs  of  the  goods  having  been  paid  for,  as 
we  had  no  other  concern  with  Gillon's  affairs.  The 
value  is  near  ;£  10,000  sterling. 

I  know  not  what  to  say  at  present  with  regard  to 
your  proposition  of  my  putting  into  your  hands 
150,000  livres  at  once.  You  give  indeed  a  good  rea 
son  for  it,  so  far  as  relates  to  yourself,  viz.:  "  that  you 
are  really  afraid  that,  from  my  situation  and  from  the 
manner  I  am  drawn  upon  from  America,  my  embar 
rassments  in  money  matters  may  increase."  You  will 
allow  that  it  is  natural  for  me  to  have  for  the  same 
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reasons  the  same  apprehensions,  and  to  endeavor  to 
avoid  these  embarrassments  as  much  as  possible  by 
not  complying  with  your  request,  more  especially  as 
I  find  by  Mr.  Morris'  last  letters  that  he  imagines  a 
sum  in  my  disposition  vastly  greater  than  the  fact,  in 
consequence  of  which  he  has  already  given  me  orders 
far  beyond  my  abilities  to  comply  with.  I  submit  it 
therefore  to  your  consideration  whether  we  had  not 
better  store  those  goods  in  Holland  at  present,  ac 
quaint  him  with  their  situation,  and  request  him  to 
send  vessels  for  them,  rather  than  put  ourselves  to  the 
inconvenience  of  buying  ships,  as  you  propose  to 
carry  them,  which  ships  we  may  not  be  able  to  pay 
for.  And,  considering  the  quantities  gone  and  going 
from  this  country,  these  goods  will  probably  not  be 
so  much  wanted,  as  that  the  delay  will  be  greater 
prejudice  to  our  affairs  than  my  protesting  Congress 
bills  would  occasion.  In  a  few  days  I  shall  be  able 
to  write  to  you  more  explicitly  on  this  head  ;  in  the 
meantime  I  could  wish  you  not  to  engage  in  the  pur 
chase  of  those  ships,  though  you  may  be  assured  that 
I  shall  do  all  that  I  can  find  by  any  means  in  my 
power  to  aid  you  in  your  operations.  With  much 
esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


MXXXII. 

FROM    ROBERT    R.  LIVINGSTON. 

PHILADELPHIA,  13  February,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR : — We  have  been  extremely  alarmed  at  some 
communications  which  the  minister  of    France  made  me 
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from  his  last  letters.  They  look  extremely  as  if  the  Count 
de  Vergennes  imagined  that  neither  Spain  nor  Holland  was 
.anxious  for  our  success.  They  discourage  the  idea  of  a  loan 
from  them,  or  even  from  France.  Our  letters  from  Holland 
confirm  the  conjectures,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  that  state. 
Mr.  Adams  seems  almost  to  despair  of  doing  any  thing  with 
respect  to  an  alliance  or  loan,  and  from  Mr.  Jay  we  have 
heard  nothing  in  a  very  long  time,  and  are  ignorant  of  any 
steps  he  may  have  taken  since  the  appointment  of  M.  del 
Campo  to  treat  with  him. 

These  mortifying  disappointments  oblige  us,  though  re 
luctantly,  to  call  upon  France  for  further  assistance.  Your 
solicitations  will  be  infinitely  useful  to  your  country,  if  they 
procure  for  it  what  I  will  venture  to  pronounce  essential  to 
their  safety.  In  this  spirit,  the  instruction,  which  I  do  my 
self  the  honor  to  enclose,  has  passed  Congress,  and  a  second 
resolution,  which  I  also  enclose,  which  leads  to  such  infor 
mation  as  will  enable  you  to  convince  the  court  of  France 
that  their  navy  can  nowhere  be  more  effectually  employed 
to  distress  the  common  enemy  than  in  America.  I  own  this 
consideration  is  a  great  relief  to  my  feelings,  when  we  make 
these  importunate  demands  for  money ;  and  I  hope  it  will 
enable  you  to  press  them  with  some  degree  of  dignity. 

That  France  can  aid  us  is  not  to  be  doubted,  for  it  is  cer 
tain  she  never  carried  on  a  war  that  distressed  her  finances 
less.  She  has  no  expensive  subsidies  to  pay  ;  her  money  is 
expended  either  at  home  or  in  a  country  from  whence  it 
returns.  Her  army  is  not  greatly  increased,  and  her  com 
merce  under  the  protection  of  her  fleets  enjoys  a  security 
that  it  seldom  has  experienced  before.  I  would  not,  how 
ever,  have  you  suppose  that  this  is  the  language  I  hold  here. 
I  know  too  well  the  necessity  of  making  every  exertion  which 
in  our  present  impoverished  situation  we  are  capable  of ;  and 
I  neglect  no  means  which  my  present  station  puts  it  in  my 
power  to  call  forth. 

Congress  have  taken  every  wise  measure  for  that  purpose, 
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and  I  firmly  persuade  myself  that  we  shall  be  able  to  form 
the  most  vigorous  cooperation  with  such  force  as  his  Majesty 
may  please  to  send  out.  I  am  confident  that  the  peace 
must  be  made  in  America.  Every  blow  here  is  fatal  to  the 
grand  object  of  the  present  war;  to  the  hopes,  to  the  wishes,, 
and  to  the  pride  of  Great  Britain.  Other  conquests  she  ex 
pects  to  have  restored  upon  a  peace  ;  what  is  lost  here,  she 
knows  to  be  lost  for  ever. 

The  daily  complaints  that  we  receive  from  seamen  con 
fined  in  England  concur  with  humanity  and  the  national 
honor  to  render  some  expedient  for  their  relief  necessary, 
I  need  not,  I  am  persuaded,  recommend  this  to  your  partic 
ular  care.  We  have  not  yet  obtained,  at  least  as  far  as  I  can 
learn,  a  compensation  for  the  prisoners  taken  by  Paul  Jones 
and  returned  to  England.  Is  it  impossible,  either  to  settle  a 
cartel  in  Europe,  or  to  have  the  Americans  confined  there 
sent  to  New  York  for  exchange  ?  The  last  proposition  is  so 
much  in  favor  of  England,  that  it  would  probably  be  ac 
ceded  to  ;  and  yet,  such  is  the  distress  of  the  people  who 
have  been  long  confined,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have 
the  offer  made.  I  am  just  now  applied  to  by  a  Mrs.  Sim- 
monds,  whose  husband  is  the  mate  of  a  vessel,  and  has  been 
two  years  confined  in  Mill  Prison  ;  it  would  be  an  act  of 
charity  to  attempt  to  procure  his  release.  You  will  do  me 
the  favor  to  collect  and  transmit  a  list  of  the  numbers  con 
fined  in  England,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  for  the  satisfaction 
of  their  friends,  of  the  names. 

We  have  not  a  word  of  intelligence  to  communicate,  un 
less  it  be  some  little  disturbances  in  the  country  which  has 
been  distinguished  by  the  names  of  New  Hampshire  Grants, 
and  Vermont,  and  which  it  may  be  proper  to  mention  to 
you,  since  the  facility  with  which  the  British  deceive  them 
selves,  and  the  address  with  which  they  deceive  others,  may 
render  it  a  matter  of  moment  in  England,  though  in  fact  it 
is  of  none  in  America.  The  bulk  of  the  people  of  that 
country  are  "New  England  Presbyterian  Whigs."  Some  of 
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those,  in  possession  of  the  powers  of  government,  have 
more  address  than  principle.  Finding  themselves  exposed 
to  inroads  from  Canada,  they  have  tampered  with  that  gov 
ernment,  and  pretended  to  be  willing  to  form  a  treaty  of 
neutrality  with  them  during  the  war,  and  to  return  to  the 
obedience  of  Britain  on  a  peace.  This  has  had  the  effect 
they  intended,  and  in  some  measure  defeated  an  expedition 
which  the  enemy  made  last  year,  and  retained  their  main 
body  in  inaction  at  Ticonderoga,  while  the  parties  they  sent 
to  the  westward  were  beaten  and  dispersed  by  our  militia. 
The  secret  has  been  discovered,  is  disavowed  by  the  people, 
and  such  measures  are  now  taken  that,  by  the  time  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  and  his  council  (before  whom  the  proposi 
tions  now  lie)  have  formed  a  plan  in  consequence  of  them, 
they  will  be  made  the  means  of  drawing  them  into  new 
difficulties. 

I  presume  that  you  keep  up  a  constant  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Adams,  and  assist  them  with  your  in 
formation  and  advice.  I  must  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  trans 
mit  them  this  intelligence,  that  they  may  be  prepared  to 
meet  any  assertions  of  the  enemy  on  that  head.  I  take 
leave  to  repeat  to  you  my  desire  to  have  the  papers  and 
political  publications  sent  regularly  to  this  office.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  etc.,  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


MXXXIII. 

TO    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

PASSY,  16  February,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  your  favor  of  the  24th  past. 
You  have  taken  pains  to  rectify  a  mistake  of  mine, 
relating  to  the  aim  of  your  letters.  I  accept  kindly 
your  replication,  and  I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  error, 
when  you  reflect  that  I  knew  of  no  consent  given  by 
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France  to  our  treating  separately  of  peace,  and  that 
there  have  been  mixed  in  some  of  your  conversations 
and  letters  various  reasonings  to  show  that,  if  France 
should  require  something  of  us  that  was  unreasonable, 
we  then  should  not  be  obliged  by  our  treaty  to  join 
with  her  in  continuing  the  war.  As  there  had  never 
been  such  requisition,  what  could  I  think  of  such  dis 
courses  ?  I  thought,  as  I  suppose  an  honest  woman 
would  think  if  a  gallant  should  entertain  her  with 
suppositions  of  cases  in  which  infidelity  to  her  hus 
band  would  be  justifiable.  Would  not  she  naturally 
imagine,  seeing  no  other  foundation  or  motive  for 
such  conversation,  that,  if  he  could  once  get  her  to 
admit  the  general  principle,  his  intended  next  step 
would  be  to  persuade  her  that  such  a  case  actually 
existed  ?  Thus,  knowing  your  dislike  of  France,  and 
your  strong  desire  of  recovering  America  to  England, 
I  was  impressed  with  the  idea  that  such  an  infidelity 
on  our  part  would  not  be  disagreeable  to  you  ;  and 
that  you  were  therefore  aiming  to  lessen  in  my  mind 
the  horror  I  conceived  at  the  idea  of  it.  But  we  will 
finish  here  by  mutually  agreeing  that  neither  you 
were  capable  of  proposing  nor  I  of  acting  on,  such 
principles. 

I  cannot,  however,  forbear  endeavoring  to  give  a 
little  possible  utility  to  this  letter,  by  saying  some 
thing  on  your  case  of  Dunkirk.  You  do  not  see  why 
two  nations  should  be  deemed  natural  enemies  to  each 
other.  Nor  do  I,  unless  one  or  both  of  them  are  nat 
urally  mischievous  and  insolent.  But  I  can  see  how 
enmities  long  continued,  even  during  a  peace  tend 
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to  shorten  that  peace,  and  to  rekindle  a  war  ;  and  this 
is,  when  either  party,  having  an  advantage  in  war, 
shall  exact  conditions  in  the  treaty  of  peace  that  are 
goading  and  constantly  mortifying  to  the  other.  I 
take  this  to  be  the  case  of  your  "  commissioner  at 
Dunkirk."  What  would  be  your  feelings,  if  France 
should  take  and  hold  possession  of  Portsmouth,  or 
Spain  of  Plymouth,  after  a  peace,  as  you  formerly 
held  Calais,  and  now  hold  Gibraltar  ?  Or,  on  restor 
ing  your  ports,  should  insist  on  having  an  insolent 
commissioner  stationed  there,  to  forbid  your  placing 
one  stone  upon  another  by  way  of  fortification  ?  You 
would  probably  not  be  very  easy  under  such  a  stipu 
lation.  If  therefore  you  desire  a  peace  that  may  be 
firm  and  durable,  think  no  more  of  such  extravagant 
demands.  It  is  not  necessary  to  give  my  opinion 
further  on  that  point,  yet  I  may  add  frankly,  as  this 
is  merely  private  conversation  between  you  and  me, 
that  I  do  think  a  faithful  ally,  especially  when  under 
obligations  for  such  great  and  generous  assistance  as 
we  have  received,  should  fight  as  long  as  he  is  able, 
to  prevent,  as  far  as  his  continuing  to  fight  may  pre 
vent,  his  friends  being  compelled  again  to  suffer  such 
an  insult. 

My  dear  friend,  the  true  pains  you  are  taking  to 
restore  peace,  whatever  may  be  the  success,  entitle 
you  to  the  esteem  of  all  good  men.  If  your  minis 
ters  really  desire  peace,  methinks  they  would  do  well 
to  empower  some  person  to  make  propositions  for 
that  purpose.  One  or  other  of  the  parties  at  war 
must  take  the  first  step.  To  do  this  belongs  properly 
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to  the  wisest.  America,  being  a  novice  in  such  affairs, 
has  no  pretence  to  that  character  ;  and,  indeed,  after 
the  answer  given  by  Lord  Stormont  (when  we  pro 
posed  to  him  something  relative  to  the  mutual  treat 
ment  of  prisoners  with  humanity),  that  "  the  kings 
ministers  receive  no  applications  from  rebels,  unless 
when  they  come  to  implore  his  Majesty's  clemency"  it 
cannot  be  expected  that  we  should  hazard  the  ex 
posing  ourselves  again  to  such  insolence.1  All  I  can 
say  further  at  present  is  that  in  my  opinion  your 
enemies  do  not  aim  at  your  destruction,  and  that  if 
you  propose  a  treaty  you  will  find  them  reasonable 
in  their  demands,  provided  that  on  your  side  they 


1  The  reference  here  is  to  a  corre 
spondence  between  the  American 
Commissioners  and  Lord  Stormont, 
the  British  Ambassador  at  the  Court  of 
France,  soon  after  Dr.  Franklin  ar 
rived  at  Paris,  as  contained  in  the 
following  letters  to  Lord  Stormont : 
"  PARIS,  23  February,  1777. 

"  MY  LORD  : — Captain  Wickes,  of 
the  Reprisal  frigate,  belonging  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  has  now  in 
his  hands  near  one  hundred  British 
seamen,  prisoners.  He  desires  to 
know  whether  an  exchange  may  be 
made  with  him  for  an  equal  number 
of  American  seamen,  now  prisoners  in 
England.  We  take  the  liberty  of 
proposing  this  matter  to  your  lord 
ship,  and  of  requesting  your  opinion 
(if  there  be  no  impropriety  in  your 
giving  it),  whether  such  an  exchange 
will  probably  be  agreed  to  by  your 
court. 

"  If  your  people  cannot  be  soon  ex 
changed  here,  they  will  be  sent  to 
America.  We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  great  respect,  your  lordship's 
most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

"  B.  FRANKLIN, 
"  S.  DEANE." 


"  PARIS,  2  April,  1777. 

"  MY  LORD  : — We  did  ourselves 
the  honor  of  writing  some  time  ago  to 
your  lordship  on  the  subject  of  ex 
changing  prisoners.  You  did  not  con 
descend  to  give  us  any  answer,  and 
therefore  we  expect  none  to  this.  We, 
however,  take  the  liberty  of  sending 
you  copies  of  certain  depositions, 
which  we  shall  transmit  to  Congress, 
whereby  it  will  be  known  to  your 
court  that  the  United  States  are  not 
unacquainted  with  the  barbarous  treat 
ment  their  people  receive,  when  they 
have  the  misfortune  of  being  your 
prisoners  here  in  Europe  ;  and  that,  if 
your  conduct  towards  us  is  not  altered, 
it  is  not  unlikely  that  severe  reprisals 
may  be  thought  justifiable,  from  the 
necessity  of  putting  some  check  to 
such  abominable  practices. 

"  For  the  sake  of  humanity,  it  is  to 
be  wished  that  men  would  endeavor  to 
alleviate,  as  much  as  possible,  the  un 
avoidable  miseries  attending  a  state  of 
war.  It  has  been  said  that,  among 
the  civilized  nations  of  Europe,  the 
ancient  horrors  of  that  state  are  much 
diminished  ;  but  the  compelling  men 
by  chains,  stripes,  and  famine,  to  fight 
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meet  with  the  same  good  dispositions.  But  do  not 
dream  of  dividing  us  ;  you  will  certainly  never  be 
able  to  effect  it.  With  great  regard  and  affection,  I 
am  ever,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


MXXXIV. 

FROM    EDMUND    BURKE.1 

PASSY,  28  February,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR  : — Your  most  obliging  letter  demanded  an  early 
answer.  It  has  not  received  the  acknowledgment  which  was 
so  justly  due  to  it.  But  Providence  has  well  supplied  my 
deficiencies,  and  the  delay  of  the  answer  has  made  it  much 
more  satisfactory  than  at  the  time  of  my  receipt  of  your  let 
ter  I  dared  to  promise  myself  it  could  be.  I  congratulate 

against  their  friends  and  relations,  is  a  which  we  return  for   your  lordship's 

new   mode   of   barbarity   which   your  more  mature  consideration, 
nation  alone  had  the  honor  of  invent-  "  B.  FRANKLIN, 

ing;  and  the  sending  American  pris-  "  S.  DEANE." 

oners  of  war  to  Africa  and  Asia,  re 
mote    from    all     probability    of    ex-          The   words   of   the   paper  sent   by 

change,   and   where   they   can   scarce  Lord  Stormont,  and  referred  to  in  the 

hope  ever  to  hear  from  their  families,  above  letter,  were :     "The  king's  am- 

even  if  the   unwholesomeness  of   the  bassador  receives  no  applications  from 

climate  does  not  put  a  speedy  end  to  rebels,   unless  they  come   to  implore 

their  lives,  is   a   manner   of   treating  his  Majesty's  mercy." — EDITOR. 
captives   that   you   can   justify 'by  no          l  This  letter  was  written  in  answer 

other  precedent  of  custom,  except  that  to  one  from  Dr.  Franklin,  requesting 

of  the  black  savages  of  Guinea.     We  Mr.  Burke  to  negotiate  an  exchange 

are   your    lordship's    most    obedient,  of     Henry     Laurens,    when    in     the 

humble  servants,  Tower,   for  General  Burgoyne.     Mr. 

"  B.  FRANKLIN,  Laurens  was  at  the  time  under  some 

"  S.  DEANE."  misapprehension    in    supposing     that 
Mr.  Burke  first  applied  to  Dr.  Frank- 

"  PARIS,  3  April,  i777.  jm  to  effect  such  an  exchange,  and 
"  MY  LORD  : — In  answer  to  a  let-  imagined  that  Dr.  Franklin  had  neg- 
ter,  which  concerns  some  of  the  most  lected  him,  whereas  he  took  the  most 
material  interests  of  humanity,  and  of  prompt  and  efficient  means  in  his 
the  two  nations,  Great  Britain  and  the  power  to  procure  Mr.  Laurens'  re- 
United  States  of  America,  now  at  war,  lease.  See  Henry  Laurens'  letter, 
we  received  the  enclosed  indecent  dated  May  30,  1782,  "  Diplomatic 
paper,  as  coming  from  your  lordship,  Correspondence,"  vol.  II.,  p.  463. 
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you,  as  the  friend  of  America — I  trust,  as  not  the  enemy  of 
England  ;  I  am  sure,  as  the  friend  of  mankind, — on  the  reso 
lution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  carried  by  a  majority  of 
nineteen,  at  two  o'clock  this  morning,  in  a  very  full  house. 
It  was  the  declaration  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-four.  I 
think  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  whole.  I  trust  it  will  lead  to 
a  speedy  peace  between  the  two  branches  of  the  English 
nation,  perhaps  to  general  peace,  and  that  our  happiness 
may  be  an  introduction  to  that  of  the  world  at  large.  I 
most  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  the  event.  I  wish  I 
could  say  that  I  had  accomplished  my  commission.  Diffi 
culties  remain.  But  as  Mr.  Laurens  is  released  from  his  con 
finement,  and  has  recovered  his  health  tolerably,  he  may  wait, 
I  hope,  without  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience,  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  his  troublesome  business.  He  is  an  exceed 
ingly  agreeable  and  honorable  man.  I  am  much  obliged  to 
you  for  the  honor  of  his  acquaintance.  He  speaks  of  you  as 
I  do,  and  is  perfectly  sensible  of  your  warm  and  friendly  in 
terposition  in  his  favor.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the 
highest  possible  esteem  and  regard,  dear  sir,  your  most 
faithful  and  obedient  humble  servant, 

EDMUND  BURKE. 

P.  S. — General  Burgoyne  presents  his  best  compliments 
to  you,  with  his  thanks  for  your  obliging  attentions  towards 
him. 


MXXXV. 

TO    COUNT    DE    VERGENNES. 

PASSY,  3  March,  1782. 

SIR  : — I  received  the  letter  your  Excellency  did  me 
the  honor  of  writing  to  me,  the  24th  past,  enclosing 
an  official  paper  on  the  part  of  the  Danish  court, 
relating  to  the  burning  of  some  English  vessels  on 
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the  coast  of  Norway  by  three  American  ships.1  I 
shall  not  fail  to  transmit  the  same  immediately  to  the 
Congress,  who  will,  I  make  no  doubt,  inquire  into 
the  facts  alleged,  and  do  thereupon  what  shall  appear 
to  be  just  and  right,  it  being  their  constant  and  ear 
nest  desire  to  avoid  giving  any  offence  to  neutral 
nations,  as  will  appear  by  their  instructions  to  all 
armed  vessels,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  present 
a  copy. 

In  the  meantime,  as  it  ,is  natural  to  expect  that 
those  who  exact  a  rigorous  observation  of  the  laws 
of  nations  should  be  themselves  ready  to  show  an  ex 
ample  of  their  own  regard  for  those  laws,  where  the 
interest  of  others  is  concerned,  I  cannot  but  hope  the 
court  of  Denmark  will  at  length  attend  to  a  demand, 
long  since  made  by  me,  but  hitherto  without  effect, 
that  they  would  restore  to  the  United  States  the  value 
of  three  vessels,  amounting  to  fifty  thousand  pounds 
sterling.2  These  vessels  were  fair  and  good  prizes, 
which  had  been  made  by  our  ships  of  war,  not  on  the 
coast  of  Denmark,  but  far  distant  on  the  high  seas, 
and  were  sent  into  Bergen  as  into  a  port  truly  neu 
tral,  but  there,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  hospitality,  as 
well  as  the  others  laws  of  nations,  they  were  forcibly 
wrested  out  of  our  hands  by  the  government  of  that 

1  M.  de  Bloome,  Danish  Minister  in  asked  the  intervention  of  Count  de 
France,  had  complained  to  the  Count  Vergennes  to  effect  not  only  the  pun- 
de  Vergennes  that  three  American  ishment  of  the  malefactors,  but  to 
vessels,  all  armed  in  Philadelphia,  had  obtain  from  the  United  States  an  in- 
seized  and  burned  two  English  mer-  demnification  for  the  vessels  and  car- 
chantmen  on  the  coast  of  Norway,  goes. 

and  sunk  them  after  plundering  2  Vessels  captured  by  the  squadron 
them  and  sending  away  their  crews.  under  Paul  Jones.  See  Dr.  Franklin's 
They  had  no  sea  papers  or  letters  of  letter  to  Count  Bernstorff  on  this  sub- 
marque  from  Congress.  Bloome  ject. 


398  THE  WORKS  OF  [1782 

place,  and  delivered  back  to  our  enemies.  The  Con 
gress  have  not  lost  sight  of  this  violence,  but  con 
stantly  expect  justice  from  the  equity  and  wisdom  of 
his  Danish  Majesty.  I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
*etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


MXXXVI. 

TO    HON.    ROBERT    MORRIS. 

PASSY,  4  March,  1782. 

SIR  : — With  this  you  will  receive  copies  of  my  two 
letters  dated  January  28th  and  another  dated  the  3oth. 
Since  which  I  have  been  continually  in  perplexity  and 
uncertainty  about  our  money  affairs.  I  obtained  a 
sketch  of  the  account  mentioned  in  my  last.  You 
will  see  by  letters  I  enclose  that  I  endeavored  to  cor 
rect  it,  and  make  it  2,216,000  livres  more  in  our  favor, 
but  without  success.  I  pressed  to  know  whether  we 
were  to  expect  any  pecuniary  aids  this  year  or  not ; 
our  friend,  the  Marquis,  assisted  me  much.  The 
affair  was  some  time  in  suspense.  At  length  the 
minister  told  me  we  should  be  aided,  but  must  not 
expect  it  to  be  in  the  same  proportion  as  last  year. 
Friday  last  he  was  so  good  as  to  inform  me  we  should 
have  six  millions,  paid  quarterly,  of  which  1,500,000 
livres  would  be  ready  for  us  at  the  end  of  this  month. 
I  shall  now  be  able  to  face  the  loan-office  and  other 
bills,  and  my  acceptances  in  favor  of  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais,  and  I  will  do  as  much  as  I  can  out  of  the 
6,000,000  towards  fulfilling  your  orders  of  paying 
and  depositing  money  in  other  hands.  But  when 
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you  observe  that  the  Dutch  loan,  which  you  conceive 
might  be  entire  with  me  and  at  your  disposition,  has 
suffered  such  large  deductions,  you  will  not  expect 
much  ;  and  your  hopes  of  twelve  millions  for  the 
present  year  falling  short  by  one  half  (as  far  as  ap 
pears  at  present),  you  will  arrange  your  affairs  ac 
cordingly  and  prevail  on  our  people,  if  possible,  to  do 
more  for  themselves. 

The  supplies  charged  in  the  aper$u  or  sketch  were 
part  of  them  sent  in  king's  transports  in  May  and 
June  last,  and  I  understood  the  rest  were  to  be  for 
warded  in  the  same  way  ;  but  the  loss  of  a  number  of 
transports  taken,  which  required  replacing,  has  cre 
ated  a  difficulty  which  I  was  but  lately  informed  of ; 
and  I  have  had  notice  to  provide  ships  for  our  goods, 
the  king  not  having  sufficient.  Mr.  Barclay  being  in 
Holland,  I  wrote  to  Nantes  and  L'Orient,  but  could 
obtain  no  freight  there  ;  at  the  same  time  I  sent  or 
ders  to  Capt.  Barry  to  go  to  Brest,  where  the  goods 
were  assembled,  and  take  in  what  he  could.  He  was 
gone  on  a  cruise  before  my  letters  reached  him.  On 
Friday  I  acquainted  the  Marquis  de  Castries  that  I 
could  not  obtain  any  vessels,  and  entreated  his  assist 
ing  us,  which  he  was  kind  enough  to  promise,  as  far  as 
he  was  able.  We  have  about  1,000  ton  to  send,  and 
he  supposes  the  Alliance  may  take  400  of  it,  in  which 
case  he  will  try  to  find  place  for  the  rest. 

Mr.  Barclay,  as  I  mentioned  above,  is  still  in  Hol 
land,  endeavoring  to  ship  the  goods  unhappily  pur 
chased  there  last  year.  The  whole  were  at  first 
detained  from  us  on  pretence  of  damages  due  to  the 
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owners  of  the  ships  left  behind  by  Gillon,  who,  by 
agreement,  should  have  taken  them  under  his  convoy. 
We  at  length  recovered  those  purchased  by  Messrs, 
de  Neufville,  but  those  purchased  of  Gillon  himself 
are  stopped  for  his  debt  ;  and  though  I  accepted  and 
paid  the  bills  for  the  purchase,  according  to  the  agree 
ment  between  him  and  Colonel  Laurens,  I  just  learn 
from  Mr.  Barclay  that  they  are  now  not  to  be  had 
without  paying  for  them  over  again.  If  that  man 
ever  arrives  in  America,  he  should  be  immediately 
called  to  account  for  his  conduct,  but  by  his  touching 
at  Teneriffe,  I  fear  he  is  gone  elsewhere.  I  send  you 
herewith  one  copy  of  our  public  accounts,  and  shall 
send  another  by  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  who  will 
probably  go  the  beginning  of  next  month.  I  pro 
pose  to  get  Mr.  Barclay,  if  I  can,  to  examine  them 
with  the  vouchers,  but  I  send  those  copies  at 
present  that  you  may  see  what  abundance  of  calls 
there  are  on  me,  of  which,  by  your  imagining  so 
much  in  my  hands,  you  appear  to  have  had  no  idea. 
The  expenditure  of  the  sums  here  will  be  easily  ex 
amined  and  ascertained.  For  those  sums  being  al 
ways  received  in  the  first  instance  by  our  banker,  and 
he  disbursing  none  but  in  payment  of  bills  of  ex 
change  accepted  by  me,  .or  on  written  orders  express 
ing  on  what  account  the  order  is  drawn,  the  inspectors 
will  readily  see  whether  the  articles  agree  with  those 
bills  or  orders  and  accounts. 

Relying  on  Captain  Barry's  complying  with  my 
orders  to  go  to  Brest,  take  in  what  he  could  of  our 
goods,  and  sail  with  the  convoy,  which  does  not  go 
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till  towards  the  end  of  this  month,  I  delayed  answer 
ing  your  letters  fully  till  I  should  obtain  some  cer 
tainty  relating  to  our  money  affairs.  But  I  have  just 
received  a  letter  from  him,  acquainting  me  with  his 
return  from  an  unsuccessful  cruise,  and  his  resolution 
to  depart  for  America  immediately  after  the  return  of 
the  post.  It  seems  he  had  not,  when  he  wrote, 
received  my  letter  directing  him  to  call  at  Brest.  I 
write  to  him  again  to  the  same  purpose  ;  but  as  he 
may  nevertheless  determine  to  return  directly,  I  can 
not  now  add  to  this  letter,  but  must  refer  you  to 
what  I  shall  write  by  the  Marquis.  With  greatest  and 
most  sincere  esteem)  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

P.  S. — By  the  i5th  of  this  month  another  million  of 
the  Dutch  loan  will  be  consumed  in  paying  bills,  etc., 
so  that  I  fear  it  will  be  difficult  for  me  to  pay  those  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Ross,  but  I  will  try. 


MXXXVII. 

TO    ROBERT    R.   LIVINGSTON. 

PASSY,  4  March,  1782. 

SIR  : — Since  I  wrote  the  two  short  letters,  of  which 
I  herewith  send  you  copies,  I  have  been  honored 
with  yours,  dated  the  i6th  of  December.1 

Enclosed  I  send  two  letters  from  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes,  relating  to  certain  complaints  from  Ostend 
and  Copenhagen  against  our  cruisers.  I  formerly 
forwarded  a  similar  complaint  from  Portugal,  to  which 

See  "Diplomatic  Correspondence,"  vol.  III.,  p.  258. 
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I  have  yet  received  no  answer.  The  ambassador  of 
that  country  frequently  teases  me  for  it.  I  hope 
now  that,  by  your  means,  this  kind  of  affairs  will  be 
more  immediately  attended  to  ;  ill  blood  and  mischief 
may  be  thereby  sometimes  prevented. 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  was  at  his  return  hither 
received  by  all  ranks  with  all  possible  distinction.  He 
daily  gains  in  the  general  esteem  and  affection,  and 
promises  to  be  a  great  man  here.  He  is  warmly  at 
tached  to  our  cause  ;  we  are  on  the  most  friendly  and 
confidential  footing  with  each  other,  and  he  is  really 
very  serviceable  to  me  in  my  applications  for  additional 
assistance. 

I  have  done  what  I  could  in  recommending  Mes 
sieurs  Duportail  and  Gouvion,  as  you  desired.  I  did 
it  with  pleasure,  as  I  have  much  esteem  for  them. 

I  will  endeavor  to  procure  a  sketch  of  an  emblem 
for  the  purpose  you  mention.  This  puts  me  in  mind 
of  a  medal  I  have  had  a  mind  to  strike,  since  the 
late  great  event  you  gave  me  an  account  of,  repre 
senting  the  United  States  by  the  figure  of  an  infant 
Hercules  in  his  cradle,  strangling  the  two  serpents  ; 
and  France  by  that  of  Minerva,  sitting  by  as  his 
nurse,  with  her  spear  and  helmet,  and  her  robe 
specked  with  a  few  fleurs  de  Us.  The  extinguishing 
of  two  entire  armies  in  one  war  is  what  has  rarely 
happened,  and  it  gives  a  presage  of  the  future  force 
of  our  growing  empire.1 

1  This  medal  was  subsequently  exe-  his    cradle    strangling  two    serpents, 

cuted,    under    the    direction   of  Dr.  Minerva,   as  the  emblem  of  France, 

Franklin,  with  some  variations  in  the  with  her  spear,   helmet,  and  shield,  is 

device.     On  one  side  is  an  infant  in  engaged  in  a  contest  with  the  British 
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I  thank  you  much  for  the  newspapers  you  have 
been  so  kind  as  to  send  me.  I  send  also  to  you,  by 
every  opportunity,  packets  of  the  French,  Dutch,  and 
English  papers.  Enclosed  is  the  last  Courier  of 
Europe,  wherein  you  will  find  a  late  curious  debate 
on  continuing  the  war  in  America,  which  the  minis 
ter  carried  in  the  affirmative  only  by  his  own  vote.  It 
seems  the  nation  is  sick  of  it,  but  the  king  is  ob 
stinate.  There  is  a  change  made  of  the  American 
Secretary,  and  another  is  talked  of  in  the  room  of 
Lord  Sandwich.  But  I  suppose  we  have  no  reason 
to  desire  such  changes.  If  the  king  will  have  a  war 
with  us,  his  old  servants  are  as  well  for  us  as  any 
he  is  likely  to  put  in  their  places.  The  ministry, 
you  will  see,  declare  that  the  war  in  America  is  for 
the  future  to  be  only  defensive.  I  hope  we  shall  be 
too  prudent  to  have  the  least  dependence  on  this 
declaration.  It  is  only  thrown  out  to  lull  us  ;  for, 
depend  upon  it,  the  king  hates  us  cordially,  and  will 
be  content  with  nothing  short  of  our  extirpation. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  the  account  you  are  pre 
paring,  of  the  wanton  damages  done  our  possessions. 
I  wish  you  could  also  furnish  me  with  one,  of  the 
barbarities  committed  on  our  people.  They  may 
both  be  of  excellent  use  on  certain  occasions.  I 
received  the  duplicate  of  yours  in  cipher.  Hereafter, 
I  wish  you  would  use  that  in  which  those  instructions 

lion.     The  motto  is,  NON   SINE  Bus  side  of  the  medal  is  a  head  of  Liberty  ; 

ANIMOSUS  INFANS  ;  under  which   are  in  the  exergue,  LIBERTAS  AMERICANA, 

the  dates  of  the  two  victories  at  Sara-  and  the  date    of    American  indepen- 

toga  and  Yorktown,  "  17  Oct.  1777,"  dence,  "  4  Jul.  1776." 
and    "  19  Oct.    1781."     On  the  other 
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were  written  that  relate  to  the  future  peace.  I  am 
accustomed  to  that,  and  I  think  it  very  good  and 
more  convenient  in  practice. 

The  friendly  disposition  of  this  court  towards  us 
continues.  We  have  sometimes  pressed  a  little  too 
hard,  expecting  and  demanding,  perhaps,  more  than 
we  ought,  and  have  used  improper  arguments,  which 
may  have  occasioned  a  little  dissatisfaction,  but  it  has 
not  been  lasting.  In  my  opinion,  the  surest  way  to 
obtain  liberal  help  from  others  is  vigorously  to  help 
ourselves.  People  fear  assisting  the  negligent,  the 
indolent,  and  the  careless,  lest  the  aids  they  afford 
should  be  lost.  I  know  we  have  done  a  great  deal ; 
but  it  is  said  we  are  apt  to  be  supine  after  a  little  suc 
cess,  and  too  backward  in  furnishing  our  contingents. 
This  is  really  a  generous  nation,  fond  of  glory,  and 
particularly  that  of  protecting  the  oppressed.  Trade 
is  not  the  admiration  of  their  noblesse,  who  always 
govern  here.  Telling  them  their  commerce  will  be 
advantaged  by  our  success,  and  that  it  is  their  interest 
to  help  us,  seems  as  much  as  to  say,  "  Help  us,  and 
we  shall  not  be  obliged  to  you."  Such  indiscreet 
and  improper  language  has  been  sometimes  held  here 
by  some  of  our  people,  and  produced  no  good  effects. 

The  constant  harmony  subsisting  between  the  ar 
mies  of  the  two  nations  in  America  is  a  circumstance 
that  has  afforded  me  infinite  pleasure.  It  should  be 
carefully  cultivated.  I  hope  nothing  will  happen  to 
disturb  it.  The  French  officers  who  have  returned 
to  France  this  winter  speak  of  our  people  in  the  hand 
somest  and  kindest  manner ;  and  there  is  a  strong 
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desire  in  many  of  the  young  noblemen  to  go  over  to 
fight  for  us  ;  there  is  no  restraining  some  of  them  ; 
and  several  changes  among  the  officers  of  their  army 
have  lately  taken  place  in  consequence. 

You  must  be  so  sensible  of  the  utility  of  maintain 
ing  a  perfect  good  understanding  with  the  Chevalier 
de  la  Luzerne  that  I  need  say  nothing  on  that  head. 
The  affairs  of  a  distant  people  in  any  court  of  Europe 
will  always  be  much  affected  by  the  representations 
of  the  minister  of  that  court  residing  among  them. 

We  have  here  great  quantities  of  supplies  of  all 
kinds  ready  to  be  sent  over,  and  which  would  have 
been  on  their  way  before  this  time,  if  the  unlucky  loss 
of  the  transports  that  were  under  M.  de  Guichen  and 
other  demands  for  more  ships  had  not  created  a  diffi 
culty  to  find  freight  for  them.  I  hope,  however,  that 
you  will  receive  them  with  the  next  convoy. 

The  accounts  we  have  of  the  economy  introduced 
by  Mr.  Morris  begin  to  be  of  service  to  us  here,  and 
will  by  degrees  obviate  the  inconvenience  that  an 
opinion  of  our  disorders  and  mismanagements  had 
occasioned.  I  inform  him  by  this  conveyance  of  the 
money  aids  we  shall  have  this  year.  The  sum  is  not 
so  great  as  we  could  wish ;  and  we  must  so  much  the 
more  exert  ourselves.  A  small  increase  of  industry 
in  every  American,  male  and  female,  with  a  small 
diminution  of  luxury,  would  produce  a  sum  far  supe 
rior  to  all  we  can  hope  to  beg  or  borrow  from  all  our 
friends  in  Europe. 

There  are  now  near  a  thousand  of  our  brave  fellows 
prisoners  in  England,  many  of  whom  have  patiently 
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endured  the  hardships  of  that  confinement  several 
years,  resisting  every  temptation  to  serve  our  enemies. 
Will  not  your  late  great  advantages  put  it  in  your 
power  to  do  something  for  their  relief  ?  The  slender 
supply  I  have  been  able  to  afford,  of  a  shilling  a  week 
to  each,  for  their  greater  comfort  during  the  winter, 
amounts  weekly  to  fifty  pounds  sterling.  An  ex 
change  would  make  so  many  of  our  countrymen 
happy,  add  to  our  strength,  and  diminish  our  expense. 
But  our  privateers  who  cruise  in  Europe  will  not  be 
at  the  trouble  of  bringing  in  their  prisoners,  and  I 
have  none  to  exchange  for  them. 

Generals  Cornwallis  and  Arnold  are  both  arrived 
in  England.  It  is  reported  that  the  former  in  all  his 
conversations  discourages  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
in  America  ;  if  so,  he  will,  of  course,  be  out  of  favor. 
We  hear  much  of  audiences  given  to  the  latter,  and 
of  his  being  present  at  councils. 

You  desire  to  know  whether  any  intercepted  letters 
of  Mr.  Deane  have  been  published  in  Europe  ?  I 
have  seen  but  one  in  the  English  papers — that  to 
Mr.  Wadsworth, — and  none  in  any  of  the  French  and 
Dutch  papers  ;  but  some  may  have  been  printed  that 
have  not  fallen  in  my  way.  There  is  no  doubt  of 
their  being  all  genuine.  His  conversation  since  his 
return  from  America  has,  as  I  have  been  informed, 
gone  gradually  more  and  more  into  that  style,  and  at 
length  come  to  an  open  vindication  of  Arnold's  con 
duct  ;  and  within  these  few  days  he  has  sent  me  a  let 
ter  of  twenty  full  pages,  recapitulating  those  letters, 
and  threatening  to  write  and  publish  an  account  of 
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the  treatment  he  has  received  from  Congress,  etc. 
He  resides  at  Ghent,  is  distressed  both  in  mind  and 
circumstances,  raves  and  writes  abundance,  and  I  im 
agine  it  will  end  in  his  going  over  to  join  his  friend 
Arnold  in  England.  I  had  an  exceeding  good  opin 
ion  of  him  when  he  acted  with  me,  and  I  believe  he 
was  then  sincere  and  hearty  in  our  cause.  But  he  is 
changed,  and  his  character  ruined  in  his  own  country 
and  in  this,  so  that  I  see  no  other  but  England  to 
which  he  can  now  retire.  He  says  that  we  owe  him 
about  twelve  thousand  pounds  sterling;  and  his  great 
complaint  is  that  we  do  not  settle  his  accounts  and 
pay  him.  Mr.  Johnston  having  declined  the  service, 
I  proposed  engaging  Mr.  Searle  to  undertake  it ;  but 
Mr.  Deane  objected  to  him,  as  being  his  enemy.  In 
my  opinion  he  was  for  that  reason  even  fitter  for  the 
service  of  Mr.  Deane;  since  accounts  are  of  a  mathe 
matical  nature  and  cannot  be  changed  by  an  enemy, 
while  that  enemy's  testimony  that  he  had  found  them 
well  supported  by  authentic  vouchers  would  have 
weighed  more  than  the  same  testimony  from  a  friend.1 
With  regard  to  negotiations  for  a  peace,  I  see  but 
little  probability  of  their  being  entered  upon  seriously 
this  year,  unless  the  English  minister  has  failed  in 
raising  his  funds,  which  it  is  said  he  has  secured  ;  so 
that  we  must  provide  for  another  campaign,  in  which 
I  hope  God  will  continue  to  favor  us,  and  humble  our 
cruel  and  haughty  enemies  ;  a  circumstance  which, 
whatever  Mr.  Deane  may  say  to  the  contrary,  will 
give  pleasure  to  all  Europe. 

1  See  "  Diplomatic  Correspondence,"  vol.  I.,  p.  217. 
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This  year  opens  well,  by  the  reduction  of  Port  Ma- 
hon,  and  the  garrison  prisoners  of  war,  and  we  are  not 
without  hopes  that  Gibraltar  may  soon  follow.  A  few 
more  signal  successes  in  America  will  do  much 
towards  reducing  our  enemies  to  reason.  Your  ex 
pressions  of  good  opinion  with  regard  to  me,  and 
wishes  of  my  continuance  in  this  employment,  are 
very  obliging.  As  long  as  the  Congress  think  I  can 
be  useful  to  our  affairs,  it  is  my  duty  to  obey  their 
orders  ;  but  I  should  be  happy  to  see  them  better 
executed  by  another,  and  myself  at  liberty,  enjoying, 
before  I  quit  the  stage  of  life,  some  small  degree  of 
leisure  and  tranquillity.  With  great  esteem,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


MXXXVIII. 

TO    ROBERT    R.    LIVINGSTON. 

PASSY,  9  March,  1782. 

SIR  : — I  have  just  received  the  honor  of  yours 
dated  January  the  7th.  Your  communications  of  the 
sentiments  of  Congress,  with  regard  to  many  points 
that  may  come  under  consideration  in  a  treaty  of 
peace,  give  me  great  pleasure,  and  the  more  as  they 
agree  so  perfectly  with  my  own  opinions,  and  furnish 
me  with  additional  arguments  in  their  support.  I  shall 
be  more  particular  on  this  subject  in  my  next ;  for, 
having  notice  from  Captain  Barry  last  night  that  he 
will  not  go  to  Brest,  as  I  expected,  to  take  in  some 
of  our  goods,  but  will  sail  immediately  on  the  return 
of  the  post,  which  sets  out  to-day,  I  am  obliged  to  be 
short. 
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You  will  see  in  the  enclosed  newspapers  the  full 
debate  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  subject  of 
declining  the  war  with  North  America.  By  private 
advices  I  learn  that  the  whole  opposition,  now  become 
the  majority,  went  up  in  a  body  with  the  address  to 
the  king,  who  answered  that  he  would  pay  a  due  re 
gard  to  the  advice  of  his  faithful  Commons,  and  em 
ploy  his  forces  with  more  vigor  against  the  ancient 
enemies  of  the  nation,  or  to  that  purpose  ;  and  that 
orders  were  immediately  given  for  taking  up  a  great 
number  of  large  transports,  among  which  are  many 
old  India  ships,  whence  it  is  conjectured  that  they  in 
tend  some  great  effort  in  the  West  Indies,  and  per 
haps  mean  to  carry  off  their  troops  and  stores  from 
New  York  and  Charleston.  I  hope,  however,  that 
we  shall  not,  in  expectation  of  this,  relax  in  our 
preparations  for  the  approaching  campaign.  I  will 
procure  the  books  you  write  for,  and  send  them  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Present  my  duty  to  the  Congress,  and  believe  me 
to  be,  with  sincere  esteem,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


MXXXIX. 

TO    ROBERT    MORRIS. 

PASSY,  9  March,  1782. 

SIR  : —  I  have  just  received  the  letter  you  did  me 
the  honor  of  writing  to  me  the  7th  of  January,  with 
the  duplicates  of  sundry  others.  By  this  convey 
ance  you  will  be  pretty  fully  informed  of  the  state 
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of  our  funds  here,  by  which  you  will  be  enabled  so  to 
regulate  your  drafts  as  that  our  credit  in  Europe  may 
not  be  ruined,  and  your  friend  killed  with  vexation. 

The  cargo  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  is  all  re 
placed,  and  at  Brest ;  but  the  late  loss  of  transports  has 
occasioned  a  difficulty  in  conveying  them.  You  will 
see  by  the  enclosed  letters  the  measures  I  have  taken 
and  my  disappointment.  Capt.  Barry  think  \sic\  him 
self  too  much  confined  by  your  orders  at  allow  himself 
to  go  to  Brest  as  I  desired  ;  and  as  the  Minister  of 
the  Marine  was  pleased  with  my  intention,  of  employ 
ing  that  ship  in  taking  a  part  (he  hoped  400  tons),  he 
promised  to  endeavor  to  help  us  in  forwarding  the 
rest ;  but  when  he  sees  that  we  will  not  help  ourselves, 
but  throw  every  burthen  upon  our  friends,  I  fear  it 
may  put  him  out  of  humor.  I  find  by  experience 
that  great  affairs  and  great  men  are  sometimes  influ 
enced  by  small  matters,  and  that  it  is  not  good  to  dif 
fer  with  or  disoblige  them  or  even  their  secretaries. 
I  have  apprehended  that  the  little  misunderstanding 
between  two  persons  in  Philadelphia,  of  which  you 
gave  me  an  account,  together  with  the  refusal  of  al 
lowing  the  Virginia  supply,  had  for  some  time  an  ill 
effect  here.  You  will  see  on  comparing  my  modest 
letter  of  the  -  -  February,  with  the  answer,  that 
if  I  had  replied,  which  I  could  easily  have  done,  a  dis 
pute  might  have  arisen  out  of  it,  in  which,  if  I  had  got 
the  better,  I  should  perhaps  have  got  nothing  else.  I 
have  therefore  pocketed  several  of  the  observations 
that  are  not  well  founded,  and  console  myself  for  the 
present  with  6,000,000  livres,  relying  on  your  promise 
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that  no  more  loan-office  bills  shall  be  drawn  on  me 
after  the  first  of  April. 

I  shall,  I  believe,  be  able  pay  in  due  time  the  drafts 
in  favor  of  Messrs.  Ross  &  Bingham.  As  to  Mr. 
Holker,  if  the  debt  you  mention  as  due  to  him  is  for 
clothes,  etc.,  sent  to  him  by  Mr.  Chaumont,  it  may  as 
well  remain  unpaid,  Mr.  Chaumont  having  refused  to 
pay  me  about  70,000  livres  on  account  of  the  neglect 
of  Congress  to  discharge  a  demand  he  held  against 
them,  made  by  Mr.  Holker.  Goods  of  his,  delivered 
at  Charlestown  to  General  Lincoln,  for  the  use  of 
the  troops,  are  mentioned  by  him  as  still  unpaid  for. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  the  banks.  I 
have  written  to  Mr.  Bache  to  interest  me  in  a  share. 

You  will  see  by  the  English  papers  which  I  send 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Livingston,  that  the  sense  of  the 
nation  is  now  fully  against  the  continuance  of  the 
American  war.  The  petitions  of  the  cities  of  London 
and  Bristol  were  unanimous  against  it ;  Lord  North 
mustered  all  his  force,  yet  had  a  majority  against  him 
of  nineteen.  It  is  said  there  were  but  two  who  voted 
with  him  that  are  not  placemen  or  pensioners,  and  that 
even  these,  in  their  private  conversations,  condemn 
the  prosecution  of  the  war,  and  lay  it  all  upon  the 
king's  obstinacy.  We  must  not,  however,  be  lulled 
by  these  appearances.  That  nation  is  changeable. 
And  though  somewhat  humbled  at  present,  a  little  suc 
cess  may  make  them  as  insolent  as  ever.  I  remem 
ber  that,  when  I  was  a  boxing  boy,  it  was  allowed, 
even  after  an  adversary  said  he  had  enough,  to  give 
him  a  rising  blow.  Let  ours  be  a  douser. 
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With  great  regard  and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  sir,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

P.  S. — Your  fine  boys  are  well  and  just  by  me. 


MXL. 

TO    JOHN    JAY. 

PASSY,  16  March,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  have  received  your  several  favors  of 
January  3Oth,  February  nth,  and  March  ist,  and 
propose  to  write  fully  to  you  by  the  next  post.  In 
the  meantime  this  line  may  serve  to  acquaint  you 
that  I  paid  duly  all  your  former  bills  drawn  in  favor 
of  M.  Cabarrus,  and  that,  having  obtained  a  promise 
of  six  millions  for  this  year,  to  be  paid  me  quarterly, 
I  now  see  that  I  shall  be  able  to  pay  your  drafts  for 
discharging  the  sums  you  may  be  obliged  to  borrow 
for  paying  those  upon  you  ;  in  which,  however,  I 
wish  you  to  give  me  as  much  time  as  you  can,  divid 
ing  them  so  that  they  may  not  come  upon  me  at 
once.  Interest  should  be  allowed  your  friends  who 
advance  for  you.  Please  to  send  me  a  complete  list 
of  all  the  bills  you  have  accepted,  their  numbers  and 
dates,  marking  which  are  paid,  and  what  are  still 
to  pay. 

I  congratulate  you  upon  the  change  of  sentiments 
in  the  British  nation.  It  has  been  intimated  to  me 
from  thence  that  they  are  willing  to  make  a  separate 
peace  with  us,  exclusive  of  France,  Spain,  and  Hol 
land,  which,  so  far  as  relates  to  France,  is  impossible  ; 
and  I  believe  they  will  be  content  that  we  leave  them 
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the  other  two ;  but  Holland  is  stepping  towards  us, 
and  I  am  not  without  hopes  of  a  second  loan  there. 
And,  since  Spain  does  not  think  our  friendship  worth 
cultivating,  I  wish  you  would  inform  me  of  the  whole 
sum  we  owe  her,  that  we  may  think  of  some  means 
of  paying  it  off  speedily.  With  sincerest  regard,  I 
am,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

MXLI. 

FROM   DAVID   HARTLEY. 

LONDON,  21  March,  1782. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND  : — You  will  have  heard  before  this  can 
reach  you  that  Lord  North  declared  yesterday  in  the  House 
of  Commons  that  his  Majesty  intended  to  change  his  minis 
ters.  The  House  is  adjourned  for  a  few  days  to  give  time 
for  the  formation  of  a  new  ministry.  Upon  this  occasion, 
therefore,  I  must  apply  to  you,  to  know  whether  you  would 
wish  me  to  transfer  the  late  negotiation  to  the  successors 
of  the  late  ministry ;  in  these  terms'  (vide  yours  to  me  of 
January  15,  1782),  viz.:  "  that  you  are  empowered  by  a 
special  commission  to  treat  of  peace,  whenever  a  negotiation 
for  that  purpose  shall  be  opened  ;  that  it  must  be  always 
understood  that  it  is  to  be  in  conjunction  with  your  allies, 
conformable  to  the  solemn  treaties  made  with  them ;  that 
the  formal  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  America 
is  not  made  necessary."  And  may  I  add,  that  upon  these 
terms  you  are  disposed  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  ?  It  is 
not  known  who  will  succeed  the  late  ministry ;  but,  from  the 
circumstances  which  preceded  its  dissolution,  we  are  to  hope 
that  they  will  be  disposed  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  of 
peace  upon  fair  and  honorable  terms.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  there  were  some  persons  in  the  late  ministry  of  that 
disposition. 

I  told  you  in  my  last  letters  to  you,  of  the  nth  and  I2th 
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instant,  that  I  had  received  information,  whilst  I  was  in  the 
course  of  correspondence  with  the  ministry  myself,  on  the 
subject  of  peace,  that  some  part  of  the  ministry  were  trans 
mitting  some  communications  or  inquiries  upon  that  subject 
to  Mr.  Adams,  unknown  to  me.  I  had  informed  the  minis 
try,  from  you,  of  the  names  of  the  four  persons  empowered 
to  treat.  I  saw  the  minister  upon  the  occasion.  (I  should 
now  call  him  the  late  minister.)  I  took  the  liberty  of  giving 
him  my  opinion  upon  the  matter  itself.  So  far  as  it  related 
personally  to  me,  I  expressed  myself  fully  to  him  that  there 
was  no  occasion  that  such  a  step  should  have  been  taken 
unknown  to  me,  for  that  I  was  very  free  to  confess  that,  if 
they  thought  my  partiality  towards  peace  was  so  strong  that 
they  could  drive  a  better  bargain  through  another  channel, 
I  could  not  have  any  right  of  exclusion  upon  them. 

I  relate  this  to  you  because  I  would  wish  to  have  you 
make  a  corresponding  application  to  your  own  case.  If  you 
should  think  that  my  strong  desire  for  peace,  although  most 
laudable  and  virtuous  in  itself,  should  mislead  me,  and  that 
my  being,  as  you  may  suppose,  misled,  may  be  of  any  preju 
dice  to  the  cause  committed  to  your  trust,  I  desire  by  no 
means  to  embarrass  your  free  conduct  by  any  considerations 
of  private  or  personal  regard  to  myself.  Having  said  thus 
much,  I  will  now  add  that  I  am  not  unambitious  of  the 
office  of  a  peacemaker  ;  that  I  flatter  myself  the  very  page 
which  I  am  now  writing  will  bear  full  testimony,  from  both 
sides,  of  the  impartiality  of  my  conduct.  And  I  will  add 
once  more,  what  I  have  often  said  and  repeated  to  each  side, 
viz.,  that  no  fallacy  or  deception,  knowing  or  suspecting  it 
to  be  such,  shall  ever  pass  through  my  hands. 

Believe  me,  I  sympathize  most  cordially  and  sincerely 
with  you  in  every  anxiety  of  yours  for  peace.  I  hope 
things  are  tending,  although  not  without  rubs,  yet  in  the 
main,  to  that  end  soon  ;  as  soon  as  the  course  of  human 
life  may  be  expected  to  operate  on  the  great  scale  and 
course  of  national  events,  or  rather  in  the  creation  and  es- 
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tablishment  of  a  new  world.  I  am  sometimes  tempted  to 
think  myself  in  patient  expectation  the  elder  sage  of  the 
two  ;  I  say  the  elder,  not  the  better.  Yours,  etc., 

D.  HARTLEY. 

MXLII. 

TO    M.    DE    RAYNEVAL. 

PASSY,  22  March,  1782. 

SIR  : — With  this  I  have  the  honor  of  sending  you 
all  the  letters  I  have  received  from  or  written  to  Eng 
land  on  the  subject  of  peace.  M.  de  Vergennes 
should  have  seen  them  sooner,  if  I  had  imagined 
them  of  any  importance  ;  for  I  have  never  had  the 
least  desire  or  intention  of  keeping  such  correspond 
ence  secret.  I  was,  as  you  will  see,  accidentally 
drawn  into  this,  and,  conceiving  it  of  no  use,  I  have 
been  backward  in  continuing  it. 

I  send  you  also  some  papers  which  show  the  atten 
tive  care  of  the  Congress  respecting  the  laws  of 
nations,  and  which  were  intended  to  accompany  my 
letter  relating  to  Denmark,  but  then  omitted. 

Herewith  you  will  also  receive  the  vote  of  Congress 
empowering  the  Commissioners  to  borrow  money. 

With  great  esteem  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
yours,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

MXLIII. 

TO    MR.    WILLIAMS. 

PASSY,  23  March,  1782. 

DEAR  JONATHAN  : — I  have  received  yours  of  the 
1 9th  instant,  with  the  account  of  the  duties  you  have 
paid.  I  do  not  comprehend  the  policy  of  burthening 
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their  own  manufactures,  but  the  laws  of  the  country 
we  trade  with  must  be  observed. 

I  have  determined  to  rely  on  the  government  en 
tirely  for  the  transport  of  the  goods.  I  am  instructed 
not  to  send  them  but  under  convoy  directly  to  Phila 
delphia,  and  I  cannot  trust  myself  in  making  bar 
gains  for  ships,  being  too  ignorant  in  such  matters. 
Particularly  I  will  enter  into  no  such  bargain  with  my 
cousin.  If  it  should  prove  a  hard  one  for  you,  it 
would  hurt  my  feelings  of  friendship  ;  and  if  a  prof 
itable  one,  I  shall  be  reflected  on  as  having  given  you 
a  lucrative  job  at  the  expense  of  the  public.  I  be 
lieve  the  government  would  still  take  more  ships  if 
offered  soon,  so  that  you  may  there  find  employ  for 
the  ships  you  propose  to  buy,  if  you  like  the  terms. 
Our  occasions  are  not  so  pressing  as  to  justify  my 
giving  extravagant  freights.  By  advices  from  Amer 
ica  it  appears  that  our  army  was  provided  with  cloth 
ing  for  this  year  ;  that  the  cargo  of  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette  was  arrived  at  Philadelphia  from  St. 
Thomas,  and  lay  upon  the  hands  of  the  importers  ; 
the  arms  taken  with  Cornwallis,  and  large  quantity 
arrived  at  Boston,  put  us  at  our  ease  on  that  article  ; 
and  we  have  therefore  more  than  a  year  before  us  to 
get  our  goods  over.  Mr.  Morris  writes  me  that  he  is 
sorry  the  purchase  has  been  made,  and  wishes  the 
value  had  still  remained  in  money  at  our  disposal  ; 
so  I  can  only  thank  you  for  your  offer,  and  de 
cline  it. 

I  hope  the  seeds  will  arrive  soon,  or  the  season  of 
planting  will  be  lost,  and  they  become  useless.  Billy 
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will  send  you  the  paper  and  ink  powder.      My  love 
to  the  good  wife,  and  believe  me  ever 

Your  affectionate  uncle, 

B.   FRANKLIN. 

P.  S. — The   St.  Domingo   fleet,  if  it  arrives,  will 
furnish  a  good  many  ships. 


MXLIV. 

FROM  JOHN  ADAMS. 

THE  HAGUE,  26  March,  1782. 

SIR  : — One  day  last  week  I  received  at  Amsterdam  a  card 
from  Mr.  Digges,  enclosing  two  letters  to  me  from  David 
Hartley.  The  card  desired  to  see  me  upon  business  of  im 
portance  ;  and  the  letters  from  Mr.  Hartley  contained  an 
assurance  that  to  his  knowledge  the  bearer  came  from  the 
highest  authority.  I  answered  the  card  that  in  the  present 
situation  of  affairs  here  and  elsewhere  it  was  impossible  for 
me  to  see  any  one  from  England  without  witness  ;  but  if  he 
were  willing  to  see  me  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Thaxter,  my 
secretary,  and  that  I  should  communicate  whatever  he  should 
say  to  me  to  Dr.  Franklin  and  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  I 
should  wait  for  him  at  home  at  ten  o'clock  ;  but  that  I  had 
rather  he  should  go  to  Paris  without  seeing  me,  and  com 
municate  what  he  had  to  say  to  Dr.  Franklin,  whose  situa 
tion  enabled  him  to  consult  the  court  without  any  loss  of 
time.  At  ten,  however,  he  came,  and  told  me  a  long  story 
about  consultations  with  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  Hartley,  Lord  Beau- 
champ,  and  at  last  Lord  North,  by  whom  he  was  finally  sent 
to  inquire  of  me  if  I  or  any  other  had  authority  to  treat  with 
Great  Britain  of  a  truce.  I  answered  that  "  I  came  to  Eu 
rope  with  full  powers  to  make  peace ;  that  those  powers  had 
been  announced  to  the  public  upon  my  arrival,  and  contin 
ued  in  force  until  last  summer,  when  Congress  sent  a  new 
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commission,  containing  the  same  powers,  to  four  persons, 
whom  I  named  ;  that  if  the  king  of  England  were  my  fa 
ther,  and  I  the  heir  apparent  to  his  throne,  I  could  not 
advise  him  ever  to  think  of  a  truce,  because  it  would  be  but 
a  real  war  under  a  simulated  appearance  of  tranquillity,  and 
would  end  in  another  open  and  bloody  war,  without  doing 
any  real  good  to  any  of  the  parties." 

He  said  that  "  the  ministry  would  send  some  person  of 
consequence  over,  perhaps  General  Conway,  but  they  were 
apprehensive  that  he  would  be  ill  treated  or  exposed."  I 
said  "  that,  if  they  resolved  upon  such  a  measure,  I  had 
rather  they  would  send  immediately  to  Dr.  Franklin,  be 
cause  of  his  situation  near  the  French  court.  But  there  was 
no  doubt,  if  they  sent  any  respectable  personage,  properly 
authorized,  who  should  come  to  treat  honorably,  he  would 
be  treated  with  great  respect ;  but  that,  if  he  came  to  me,  I 
could  give  him  no  opinion  upon  any  thing  without  consult 
ing  my  colleagues,  and  should  reserve  a  right  of  communi 
cating  every  thing  to  them,  and  to  our  allies." 

He  then  said  that  "  his  mission  was  finished  ;  that  the 
fact  to  be  ascertained  was  simply  that  there  was  a  commis 
sion  in  Europe  to  treat  and  conclude ;  but  that  there  was 
not  one  person  in  Great  Britain  who  could  affirm  or  prove 
that  there  was  such  a  commission,  although  it  had  been  an 
nounced  in  the  gazettes." 

I  desired  him,  and  he  promised  me,  not  to  mention  Mr. 
Laurens  to  the  ministry  without  his  consent  (and  without 
informing  him  that  it  was  impossible  he  should  say  any 
thing  in  the  business,  because  he  knew  nothing  of  our  in 
structions),  because,  although  it  was  possible  that  his  being 
in  such  a  commission  might  induce  them  to  release  him, 
yet  it  was  also  possible  it  might  render  them  more  difficult 
concerning  his  exchange. 

The  picture  he  gives  of  the  situation  of  things  in  England 
is  gloomy  enough  for  them.  The  distresses  of  the  people, 
and  the  distractions  in  administration  and  Parliament,  are 
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•such    as    may   produce    any   effect,    almost,    that    can    be 
imagined. 

The  only  use  of  all  this,  I  think,  is  to  strike  the  decisive 
strokes  at  New  York  and  Charleston.  There  is  no  position 
so  advantageous  for  negotiation  as  when  we  have  all  an 
enemy's  army  prisoners.  I  must  beg  the  favor  of  you,  sir, 
to  send  me,  by  one  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes'  couriers  to 
the  Due  de  la  Vauguyon,  a  copy  in  letters  of  your  peace  in 
structions.  I  have  not  been  able  to  decipher  one  quarter 
part  of  mine.  Some  mistake  has  certainly  been  made. 

Ten  or  eleven  cities  in  Holland  have  declared  themselves 
in  favor  of  American  independence  ;  and  it  is  expected  that 
to-day,  or  to-morrow,  this  province  will  take  the  decisive 
resolution  of  admitting  me  to  my  audience.  Perhaps  some 
of  the  other  provinces  may  delay  it  for  three  or  four  weeks. 
But  the  prince  has  declared  that  he  has  no  hopes  of  resist 
ing  the  torrent,  and,  therefore,  that  he  shall  not  attempt  it.1 
The  Due  de  la  Vauguyon  has  acted  a  very  friendly  and 
honorable  part  in  this  business,  without,  however,  doing  any 
ministerial  act  in  it.  With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


MXLV. 

TO    ROBERT    MORRIS. 

PASSY,  30  March,  1782. 

SIR  : — With  this,  if  it  comes  to  hand,  you  will 
receive  copies  of  several  preceding  letters  to  you, 
which  went  by  the  Alliance,  Captain  Barry,  who 

1  Mr.  Adams  was  admitted  to  an  French  ambassador  made  an  enter- 
audience  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  on  tainment,  at  which  all  the  foreign 
the  22d  of  April,  when  he  presented  ministers  were  present,  and  Mr. 
his  letter  of  credence  from  Congress,  Adams  was  formally  introduced  to 
and  was  recognized  by  the  prince  as  them.  See  "  Diplomatic  Correspond- 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  ence,"  vol.  VI.,  pp.  339,  342. 
United  States.  The  next  day  the 
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sailed  the  J5th,  without  taking  any  of  our  supplies, 
conceiving  his  vessel  not  fit  for  such  service,  and  I 
am  still  uncertain  whether  any  part  can  go  by  the 
convoy.  If  the  St.  Domingo  fleet,  which  has  long 
been  expected,  were  arrived,  transports  would  not  be 
so  scarce.  Captain  Barry  tells  me  there  is  abundance 
of  arms  and  ammunition  at  Boston,  and  the  capture 
of  Cornwallis  having  furnished  more,  I  hope  those 
articles  will  not  be  much  wanted.  I  have  also  been 
informed  that  the  cargo  of  clothing  sent  by  the  ship 
Marquis  de  Lafayette  is  arrived  with  you  from  neu 
tral  ports,  and  offered  at  a  low  price.  If  this  be  true, 
the  unavoidable  delay  of  goods  we  have  here  on  hand 
will  not  on  the  whole  be  so  prejudicial  to  our  affairs, 
We  do  not,  however,  rely  on  these  informations, 
but  press  continually  for  the  aid  of  government  to 
get  them  transported  safely.  Mr.  Barclay  is  still  in 
Holland,  endeavoring  to  ship  the  unfortunate  pur 
chase  left  there  by  Gillon  ;  and  if  his  ships  go  safe, 
you  will  be  furnished  from  thence  with  something 
considerable. 

Since  my  last  I  have  paid  in  Holland  a  number  of 
bills  of  exchange  drawn  in  favor  of  Mr.  Ross,  amount 
ing  to  40,958  bank  florins,  and  by  that  means  pre 
vented  their  protest.  No  demand  has  been  made  on 
me  by  Mr.  Wm.  Lee.  I  do  not  know  where  he  is  ; 
and  I  think  he  did  so  little  for  the  3,000  guineas  he 
received,  that  he  may  wait  without  much  inconveni 
ence  for  the  addition.  I  have  paid  Captain  Frey  and 
taken  the  receipts  you  required.  In  the  other  dis 
positions  you  have  ordered,  I  shall  do  the  best  I  can. 
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Before  I  was  sufficiently  assured  myself,  or  could 
assure  Mr.  Jay  of  having  wherewithal  to  assist  him 
in  discharging  his  acceptances,  I  heard  he  had  begun 
to  suffer  some  of  them  to  be  protested.  As  soon  as 
I  found  it  was  possible  for  me  to  assist  him,  I  wrote 
to  him  to  draw  upon  me  for  the  sum  he  wanted,  be 
ing  near  thirty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  which  will 
put  a  stop  to  those  protests,  and  enable  him  to  pay 
honorably. 

By  the  newspapers  I  send  to  Mr.  Secretary  Liv 
ingston  you  will  see  the  change  of  sentiment  respect 
ing  us  in  the  English  nation.  I  do  not  know  whether 
this  will  diminish  your  expense  for  the  coming  cam 
paign,  because  while  they  have  an  army  in  our  coun 
try  I  do  not  think  their  proposed  inactivity  is  to  be 
trusted,  though  it  is  said  that  after  such  resolutions  of 
Parliament  no  minister  will  dare  to  order  offensive 
operations.  Their  papers  say  that  orders  are  given 
both  in  England  and  Ireland  to  stop  the  embarkation 
of  troops  intended  for  North  America  ;  but  what  I 
rely  on  more,  is  some  information  I  liave  just  received 
from  Germany,  that  the  march  of  recruits  there  to 
the  seaside  is  also  countermanded.  If  from  what  it  is 
their  interest  to  do,  one  could  conclude  what  they 
will  do,  I  should  imagine  that,  alarmed  with  the  loss 
of  St.  Christopher,  they  would  withdraw  their  troops 
from  the  continent  in  order  to  defend  their  remaining 
islands.  But  this  ministry  have  hitherto  so  con 
stantly  acted  contrary  to  the  true  interest  of  their 
nation,  and  so  inconsistently  with  common  reason  and 
judgment  that  one  cannot  fairly  draw  such  aconclusion. 
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The  goods  for  replacing  the  cargo  of  the  Marquis 
de  Lafayette  had  been  purchased  long  before  we 
knew  that  you  could  have  wished  it  otherwise.  I 
hope  the  invoice  you  sent  me  of  goods  to  be  bought 
by  Messrs.  Barclay  &  Ridley  will  be  partly  rendered 
unnecessary  by  the  purchase,  because  I  see  no  pos 
sibility  of  paying  the  sum  required  for  the  invoice, 
viz.,  near  two  millions,  having  received  the  most  ex 
plicit  and  positive  assurances  that  more  money  than 
I  have  mentioned  cannot  this  year  be  obtained. 

Permit  me  to  hope  also,  and  for  the  same  reason, 
that  the  bills  you  will  find  yourself  obliged  to  draw 
on  me  may  not  amount  to  a  very  large  sum.  Hitherto 
I  have  accepted  and  paid  all  drafts  upon  myself,  and 
enabled  my  colleagues  to  discharge  those  upon  them,, 
with  punctuality  and  honor,  the  few  above  mentioned 
on  Mr.  Jay  only  excepted.  I  wish  to  finish  this  part 
of  my  employment  with  the  credit  I  have  hither 
to  supported  both  for  myself  and  for  my  constituents. 
I  must  in  June  next  pay  Mr.  Beaumarchais  near 
2,500,000  livres.  I  have  often  been  in  great  dis 
tress  and  suffered  much  anxiety.  I  still  dread  at 
times  the  same  situation  ;  but  your  promise  that 
after  this  month  no  more  bills  shall  be  drawn  on  me 
keeps  up  my  spirits  and  affords  me  the  greatest  satis 
faction. 

I  am  extremely  pleased  with  the  various  prudent 
measures  you  have  with  so  much  industry  put  in 
practice  to  draw  forth  our  internal  strength.  I  hope 
they  will  be  attended  with  the  success  they  merit, 
and  I  thank  you  for  the  communication. 
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Our  former  friend,  Mr.  Deane,  has  lost  himself  en 
tirely.  He  and  his  letters  are  universally  condemned. 
He  cannot  well  return  hither,  and  I  think  hardly  to 
America.  I  see  no  place  for  him  but  England.  He 
continues,  however,  to  sit  croaking  at  Ghent,  cha 
grined,  discontented,  and  dispirited.  You  will  see  by 
the  enclosed  what  Mr.  Barclay  says  of  his  accounts. 
Methinks  it  would  be  well  to  have  them  examined, 
and  to  give  orders  for  the  payment  of  what  is  found 
justly  due  to  him.  Whether  the  commission  he 
charges  on  the  purchases  made  by  Mr.  Beaumarchais 
comes  under  that  description,  I  cannot  say ;  the 
Congress  will  judge. 

I  will  endeavor  to  send  the  books  with  the  Mar 
quis,  who  does  not  go  yet  for  three  or  four  weeks.  I 
shall  write  further  by  that  opportunity.  At  present  I 
can  only  add  that  I  am  ever,  with  the  sincerest 
esteem  and  respect,  dear  sir,  your,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


MXLVI. 

TO    ROBERT    R.    LIVINGSTON. 

PASSY,  30  March,  1782. 

SIR  : — In  mine  of  the  Qth  instant  I  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  yours  of  January  yth,  and  I  have  not 
since  received  any  of  later  date.  The  newspapers 
which  I  send  you  by  this  conveyance  will  acquaint 
you  with  what  has  since  my  last  passed  in  Parliament. 
You  will  there  see  a  copy  of  the  bill  brought  in  by 
the  attorney-general  for  empowering  the  king  to 
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make  peace  with  the  colonies.  They  still  seem  to 
flatter  themselves  with  the  idea  of  dividing  us  ;  and, 
rather  than  name  the  Congress,  they  empower,  him 
generally  to  treat  with  any  body  or  bodies  of  men,  or 
any  person  or  persons,  etc.  They  are  here  likewise 
endeavoring  to  get  us  to  treat  separately  from 
France  ;  at  the  same  time  they  are  tempting  France 
to  treat  separately  from  us ;  equally  without  the  least 
chance  of  success.  I  have  been  drawn  into  a  corre 
spondence  on  this  subject,  which  you  shall  have  writh 
my  next. 

I  send  you  a  letter  of  Mr.  Adams',  just  received, 
which  shows  also  that  they  are  weary  of  the  war,  and 
would  get  out  of  it  if  they  knew  how.  They  had  not 
then  received  the  certain  news  of  the  loss  of  St.  Chris 
topher's,  which  will  probably  render  them  still  more 
disposed  to  peace.  I  see  that  a  bill  is  also  passing 
through  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  exchange  of 
American  prisoners,  the  purport  of  which  I  do  not 
yet  know. 

In  my  last  I  promised  to  be  more  particular  with 
respect  to  the  points  you  mentioned  as  proper  to  be 
insisted  on  in  the  treaty  of  peace.  My  ideas  on  those 
points  are,  I  assure  you,  full  as  strong  as  yours.  I 
did  intend  to  give  you  my  reasons  for  some  addi 
tion,  and  if  the  treaty  were  to  be  held  on  your  side 
of  the  water  I  would  do  it  ;  otherwise,  it  seems  on 
second  thoughts  to  be  unnecessary,  and,  if  my  letter 
should  be  intercepted,  may  be  inconvenient.  Be  as 
sured  I  shall  not  willingly  give  up  any  important  right 
or  interest  of  our  country,  and,  unless  this  campaign 


1782]  BENJAMIN  .FRANKLIN.  425 

should  afford  our  enemies  some  considerable  advan 
tage,  I  hope  more  may  be  obtained  than  is  yet  ex 
pected. 

I  have  purchased  for  you  all  the  books  you  desired 
except  four,  which  we  have  sent  for  to  England.  I 
shall  request  our  excellent  friend,  the  Marquis  de  La 
fayette,  to  take  them  under  his  care,  and  I  hope  they 
will  get  safe  to  hand.  The  others  shall  follow  by  the 
first  opportunity  after  I  receive  them. 

Our  affairs  go  on,  generally,  well  in  Europe.  Hol 
land  has  been  slow  ;  Spain  slower  ;  but  time  will,  I 
hope,  smooth  away  all  difficulties.  Let  us  keep  up 
not  only  our  courage  but  our  vigilance,  and  not  be 
laid  asleep  by  the  pretended  half  peace  the  English 
make  with  us  without  asking  our  consent.  We  can 
not  be  safe  while  they  keep  armies  in  our  country. 
With  great  esteem,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


MXLVII. 

TO    JOHN    ADAMS. 

PASSY,  31  March,  1782. 

SIR: — I  received  yours  of  the  loth  instant,  and  am 
of  opinion,  with  you,  that  the  English  will  evacuate 
New  York  and  Charleston  ;  as  the  troops  there,  after 
the  late  resolutions  of  Parliament,  must  be  useless, 
and  are  necessary  to  defend  their  remaining  islands, 
where  they  have  not  at  present  more  than  three 
thousand  men.  The  prudence  of  this  operation  is 
so  obvious,  that  I  think  they  can  hardly  miss  it ; 
otherwise,  I  own  that,  considering  their  conduct  for 
several  years  past,  it  is  not  reasoning  consequentially 
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to  conclude  they  will  do  a  thing  because  the  doing 
it  is  required  by  common-sense. 

Yours  of  the  26th  is  just  come  to  hand.  I  thank 
you  for  the  communication  of  Digges'  message.  He 
has  also  sent  me  a  long  letter,1  with  two  from  Mr. 
Hartley.  I  shall  see  M.  de  Vergennes  to-morrow,  and 
will  acquaint  you  with  every  thing  material  that  passes 
on  the  subject.  But  the  ministry,  by  whom  Digges 
pretends  to  be  sent,  being  changed,  we  shall,  by  wait 
ing  a  little,  see  what  tone  will  be  taken  by  their  suc 
cessors.  You  shall  have  a  copy  of  the  instructions 
by  the  next  courier.  I  congratulate  you  cordially  on 
the  progress  you  have  made  among  those  slow  people. 
Slow  however  as  they  are,  Mr.  Jay  finds  his2  much 
slower.  By  an  American,  who  goes  in  about  ten  days 
to  Holland,  I  shall  send  you  a  packet  of  correspond 
ence  with  Mr.  Hartley,  though  it  amounts  to  little. 

With  great  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


MXLVIII. 

TO    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

PASSY,  31  March,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  have  just   received  your  favors   of 
March  the   nth  and   I2th,  forwarded  to  me  by  Mr. 

1  Mr.  Digges  said  in  his  letter,  that  sion,  and  of  the  sincere  disposition  of 
he  was  sent  at  the  instance  of  the  Brit-  the  ministry  to  treat,  and  whether 
ish  ministry  to  ascertain  "whether  they  would  receive  an  appointed  corn- 
any  person  or  persons  in  Europe  were  missioner  to  speak  for  a  truce,  and 
commissioned  by  Congress  to  treat  for  mention  the  place  for  a  meeting."  See 
peace,  whether  they  were  now  willing  "  Diplomatic  Correspondence,"  vol. 
to  avail  themselves  of  such  commis-  III.,  p.  320.  2  The  Spaniards. 
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Digges,  and  another  of  the  2ist  per  post.  I  con 
gratulate  you  on  the  returning  good  disposition  of 
your  nation  towards  America,  which  appears  in  the 
resolutions  of  Parliament  that  you  have  sent  me  ; 
and  I  hope  the  change  of  your  ministry  will  be 
attended  with  salutary  effects.  I  continue  in  the 
same  sentiments  expressed  in  my  former  letters  ;  but, 
as  I  am  but  one  of  five  in  the  commission,  and  have 
no  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  of  the  others,  what 
has  passed  between  us  is  to  be  considered  merely  as 
private  conversation.  The  five  persons  are  Messrs. 
Adams,  Jay,  Laurens,  Jefferson,  and  myself;  and,  in 
case  of  death  or  absence  of  any,  the  remainder  have 
power  to  act  or  conclude.  I  have  not  written  to  Mr. 
Laurens,  having  constantly  expected  him  here,  but 
shall  write  to  him  next  post ;  when  I  shall  also  write 
more  fully  to  you,  having  now  only  time  to  add  that 
I  am  ever,  with  great  esteem  and  affection,  dear  sir,, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


MXLIX. 

TO  MR.  W.   HODGSON. 

PASSY,  31  March,  1782. 

SIR  : — It  is  long  since  I  have  been  able  to  afford 
myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you,  but  I  have  had 
that  of  receiving  several  letters  from  you,  and  I  sent 
you  in  consequence  a  credit  for  ^300,  which  I  hope 
you  received.  I  am  sorry  that  you  had  been  obliged 
to  advance.  The  trouble  you  so  kindly  take  is  suf~ 
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ficient.  I  just  hear  from  Ireland  that  there  are  200 
of  our  people  prisoners  there,  who  are  destitute  of 
every  necessary,  and  die  daily  in  numbers.  You  are 
about  to  have  a  new  ministry,  I  hear.  If  a  sincere  recon 
ciliation  is  desired,  kindness  to  the  captives  on  both 
sides  may  promote  it  greatly.  I  have  no  correspond 
ent  in  Ireland.  Can  you  put  me  in  a  way  of  sending 
those  poor  men  some  relief?  And  if  you  think  the 
new  ministry  better  disposed  than  the  last,  I  wish  you 
would  lay  before  them  the  slighted  proposition  I  for 
merly  sent  you,  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners.  I  see 
in  your  newspapers  that  an  act  is  passing  through  the 
House  of  Commons  relative  to  that  subject.  I  beg 
you  would  send  me  a  copy  of  the  bill.  Of  the  dis 
positions  on  your  side  towards  peace  or  continuance 
of  war,  you  must  know  more  than  me.  I  can  only 
assure  you  of  mine  to  finish  this  devilish  contest  as 
soon  as  possible  ;  and  I  have  not  lost  sight  of  your 
request.  B.  FRANKLIN. 


ML. 

TO  M.  L'ABBE  DE  ST.  FAVRE,  PRIEUR  DE  ST.  MARTIN. 

PASSY,  31  March,  1782. 

SIR  : — I  do  not  recollect  that  I  have  ever  known  or 
seen  the  person  you  mention  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  I 
never  knew  or  heard  that  M.  de  Beaumarchais  was 
charged  with  the  payment  of  gratifications  to  those 
who  had  been  prisoners  of  war,  or  that  any  such  grati 
fications  were  allowed  ;  so  that  I  could  not  have  sent 
any  person  to  that  gentleman  for  such  purpose.  I 


1782]  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN.  429 

honor  the  goodness  of  your  heart,  and  I  ought  not 
to  permit  by  my  silence  your  being  imposed  on  by 
these  deceivers.  Success  might  encourage  this  young 
impostor  to  rely  on  such  artifices  for  subsistence  ;  he 
might  by  practice  become  more  expert,  and  become  a 
pest  to  society.  Such  frauds  are  vastly  more  pernicious 
than  simple  thefts,  for  they  wrong  not  only  the  per 
son  deceived  of  the  sum  obtained,  but  they  create  a 
diffidence  which  prevents  the  relief  of  persons  whose 
misfortunes  and  distress  are  real. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


MLI. 

TO    GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

PASSY,  2  April,  1782. 

SIR  : — I  received  duly  the  honor  of  your  letter, 
accompanying  the  capitulation  of  General  Cornwal- 
lis.  All  the  world  agree  that  no  expedition  was 
ever  better  planned  or  better  executed  ;  it  has  made 
a  great  addition  to  the  military  reputation  you  had 
already  acquired,  and  brightens  the  glory  that  sur 
rounds  your  name,  and  that  must  accompany  it  to 
our  latest  posterity.  No  news  could  possibly  make 
me  more  happy.  The  infant  Hercules  has  now 
strangled  the  two  serpents1  that  attacked  him  in  his 
cradle,  and  I  trust  his  future  history  will  be  answer 
able. 

This  will  be  presented  to  you  by  the   Count  de 

1  Alluding  to  the  surrender  of  the       and  Cornwallis,    October   17,    1777, 
two   British  armies  under   Burgoyne       and  October  19,  1781. 
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Segur.1  He  is  son  of  the  Marquis  de  Segur,  Minister 
of  War,  and  our  very  good  friend  ;  but  I  need  not 
claim  your  regards  to  the  young  gentleman  on  that 
score  ;  his  amiable  personal  qualities,  his  very  sensible 
conversation,  and  his  zeal  for  the  cause  of  liberty  will 
obtain  and  secure  your  esteem,  and  be  better  recom 
mendation  than  any  I  can  give  him. 

The  English  seem  not  to  know  either  how  to  con 
tinue  the  war,  or  to  make  peace  with  us.  Instead  of 
entering  into  a  regular  treaty  for  putting  an  end  to  a 
contest  they  are  tired  of,  they  have  voted  in  Parlia 
ment  that  the  recovery  of  America  by  force  is  im 
practicable,  that  an  offensive  war  against  us  ought 
not  to  be  continued,  and  that  whoever  advises  it  shall 
be  deemed  an  enemy  to  his  country. 

Thus  the  garrisons  of  New  York  and  Charleston, 
if  continued  there,  must  sit  still,  being  only  allowed 
to  defend  themselves.  The  ministry,  not  understand 
ing  or  approving  this  making  of  peace  by  halves,  have 
quitted  their  places ;  but  we  have  no  certain  account 
here  who  is  to  succeed  them,  so  that  the  measures 
likely  to  be  taken  are  yet  uncertain  ;  probably  we 
shall  know  something  of  them  before  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette  takes  his  departure.  There  are  grounds 
for  good  hopes,  however  ;  but  I  think  we  should  not 
therefore  relax  in  our  preparations  for  a  vigorous 
campaign,  as  that  nation  is  subject  to  sudden  fluctua 
tions  ;  and,  though  somewhat  humiliated  at  present, 
a  little  success  in  the  West  Indies  may  dissipate  their 

Afterwards  for  several  years  am-       burg.       See   Sparks'   "Life   of   Led- 
bassador  at  the   court  of   St.   Peters-       yard,"  1st  ed.,  pp.  191,  283. 


1782]  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN.  43 1 

present  fears,  recall  their  natural  insolence,  and  occa 
sion  the  interruption  of  negotiation,  and  a  continuance 
of  the  war.  We  have  great  stores  purchased  here 
for  the  use  of  your  army,  which  will  be  sent  as  soon 
as  transports  can  be  procured  for  them  to  go  under 
good  convoy. 

My  best  wishes  always  have  and  always  will  attend 
you,  being  with  the  greatest  and  most  sincere  esteem 
and  respect,  sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


MLII. 

TO    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

PASSY,  5  April,  1782. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND  : — I  wrote  a  few  lines  to  you  the 
3ist  past,  and  promised  to  write  more  fully.  On 
perusing  again  your  letters  of  the  nth,  I2th,  and 
2ist,  I  do  not  find  any  notice  taken  of  one  from  me, 
dated  February  the  i6th.  I  therefore  now  send  you 
a  copy  made  from  it  in  the  press.  The  uncertainty 
of  free  transmission  discourages  a  free  communication 
of  sentiments  on  these  important  affairs  ;  but  the  in- 
utility  of  discussion  between  persons,  one  of  whom  is 
not  authorized  but  in  conjunction  with  others,  and 
the  other  not  authorized  at  all,  as  well  as  the  obvious 
inconveniences  that  may  attend  such  previous  hand 
ling  of  points,  that  are  to  be  considered  when  we 
come  to  treat  regularly,  is  with  me  a  still  more 
effectual  discouragement,  and  determines  me  to  waive 
that  part  of  the  correspondence. 


432  THE   WORKS  OF  [1782 

As  to  Digges,  I  have  no  confidence  in  him,  nor  in 
any  thing  he  says,  or  may  say,  of  his  being  sent  by 
ministers.  Nor  will  I  have  any  communication  with 
him,  except  in  receiving  and  considering  the  justifica 
tion  of  himself,  which  he  pretends  he  shall  be  able 
and  intends  to  make,  for  his  excessive  drafts  on  me, 
on  account  of  the  relief  I  have  ordered  to  the  prison 
ers,  and  his  embezzlement  of  the  money. 

You  justly  observe,  in  yours  of  the  i2th,  that  the 
first  object  is  to  procure  a  "  meeting  of  qualified  and 
authorized  persons,"  and  that  you  understand  the  min 
istry  will  be  ready  to  proceed  towards  opening  a  ne 
gotiation  as  soon  as  the  bill  shall  pass,  and  therefore 
it  is  necessary  to  consult  time  and  place,  and  manner 
and  persons,  on  each  side.  This  you  wrote  while  the 
old  ministry  existed.  If  the  new  have  the  same  inten 
tions,  and  desire  a  general  peace,  they  may  easily  dis 
charge  Mr.  Laurens  from  those  engagements  which 
make  his  acting  in  the  commission  improper ;  and, 
except  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  remains  in  America,  and  is 
not  expected  here,  we,  the  Commissioners  of  Con 
gress,  can  easily  be  got  together  ready  to  meet  yours, 
at  such  place  as  shall  be  agreed  to  by  the  powers  at 
war,  in  order  to  form  the  treaty.  God  grant  that 
there  may  be  wisdom  enough  assembled  to  make,  if 
possible,  a  peace  that  shall  be  perpetual,  and  that  the 
idea  of  any  nations  being  natural  enemies  to  each  other 
may  be  abolished,  for  the  honor  of  human  nature. 

With  regard  to  those  who  may  be  commissioned 
from  your  government,  whatever  personal  preferences 
I  may  conceive  in  my  own  mind,  it  cannot  become 


1782]  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN.  433 

me  to  express  them.  I  only  wish  for  wise  and  honest 
men.  With  such,  a  peace  may  be  speedily  concluded. 
With  contentious  wranglers,  the  negotiation  may  be 
drawn  into  length,  and  finally  frustrated. 

I  am  pleased  to  see,  in  the  votes  and  parliamentary 
speeches,  and  in  your  public  papers,  that,  in  mention 
ing  America,  the  word  reconciliation  is  often  used.  It 
certainly  means  more  than  a  mere  peace.  It  is  a 
sweet  expression.  Revolve  in  your  mind,  my  dear 
friend,  the  means  of  bringing  about  this  reconciliation. 
When  you  consider  the  injustice  of  your  war  with  us, 
and  the  barbarous  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
carried  on,  the  many  suffering  families  among  us 
from  your  burning  of  towns,  scalping  by  savages, 
etc.,  etc.,  will  it  not  appear  to  you  that,  though  a  ces 
sation  of  the  war  may  be  a  peace,  it  may  not  be  a 
reconciliation  ?  Will  not  some  voluntary  acts  of  jus 
tice,  and  even  of  kindness  on  your  part,  have  excel 
lent  effects  towards  producing  such  a  reconciliation  f 
Can  you  not  find  means  of  repairing  in  some  degree 
those  injuries  ?  You  have  in  England  and  Ireland 
twelve  hundred  of  our  people  prisoners,  who  have  for 
years  bravely  suffered  all  the  hardships  of  that  con 
finement,  rather  than  enter  into  your  service,  to  fight 
against  their  country.  Methinks  you  ought  to  glory 
in  descendants  of  such  virtue.  What  if  you  were  to 
begin  your  measures  of  reconciliation  by  setting  them 
at  liberty  ?  I  know  it  would  procure  for  you  the 
liberty  of  an  equal  number  of  your  people,  even  with 
out  a  previous  stipulation  ;  and  the  confidence  in  our 
equity,  with  the  apparent  good-will  in  the  action, 
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would  give  very  good  impressions  of  your  change  of 
disposition  towards  us.  Perhaps  you  have  no  knowl- 
of  the  opinions  lately  conceived  of  your  king  and 
country  in  America ;  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter 
will  make  you  a  little  acquainted  with  them,  and  con 
vince  you  how  impossible  must  be  every  project  of 
bringing  us  again  under  the  dominion  of  such  a  sov 
ereign.  With  great  esteem,  I  am,  dear  sir,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


MLIII. 

FROM   THE   CHEVALIER   DELFINO. 

PARIS,  6  April,  1782. 

The  Academy  of  Sciences  and  Arts  in  Padua  desire  to 
add  the  name  of  Franklin  to  those  with  which  the  list  of 
its  members  is  already  honored.  The  Chevalier  Delfino, 
Venetian  Ambassador,  will  be  greatly  flattered  by  being  al 
lowed  to  communicate  this  satisfaction  to  a  rising  institu 
tion,  which  enjoys  the  special  protection  of  the  government. 

He  joins  his  own  solicitation  to  that  of  the  Academicians, 
and  has  the  honor  to  assure  Dr.  Franklin  of  his  most  sincere 
consideration.1 

1  The  Society  sent  to  him  a  diploma,  number  him  among  the    twenty-four 

of  which  the  following  is  a  translation  :  strangers  who,   by  their  constitution, 

11  PADUA,  20  December,  1781.  are  to  be  associated  into  their  body. 

"  Zeal  in  promoting  the  increase  of  "  The  Society  will  be  fully  recom- 

all  kinds  of  useful  knowledge  naturally  pensed,  if  its  labors  in  cooperating  for 

unites  in  a  general  society  all   those  the  augmentation  of  science  shall  be 

who   consecrate    their    talents    to    so  such    as   that    the    eminent    persons 

noble  a  purpose  ;  and  the   particular  whom  it  elects  may  not  regard  among 

act  of   electing  them   into   a  learned  the   smallest    of   literary  honors  that 

assembly  is  properly  but  an  acknowl-  which,  on  the  part  of  the  Society,  is 

edgment  of  the  original  titles  of  their  only  a  solemn  act  of  adherence  to  its 

relationship.  own  judgment,   and  attention  to  the 

"Among  these,  Dr.  Franklin  hav-  voice  of  fame. 

ing  distinguished  himself  eminently,  "  LEOPOLDO  M.  M.  CALDANI, 

and  rendered  himself   equally    mem-  '"President. 

orable   in  natural  philosophy  and   in  "  MATTEO  STRANNOIA, 

politics,    the   Academy   of    Sciences,  ' '  Sec.  for  the  Sciences. 

Letters,  and  Arts  of  Padua  conceive  it  "  MELCHIOR  CESAROTTI, 

to  be  honoring  themselves  when  they  "  Sec.  for  Literature" 
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MLIV. 

TO    THE    CHEVALIER    DE   CHASTELLUX.1 

PASSY,  6  April,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR  : — It  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  by 
the  officers  returned  last  winter  from  your  army,  that 
you  continued  in  good  health.  You  will  see  by  the 
public  papers  that  the  English  begin  to  be  weary  of 
the  war,  and  they  have  reason,  having  suffered  many 
losses,  having  four  nations  of  enemies  on  their  hands, 
few  men  to  spare,  little  money  left,  and  very  bad 
heads.  The  latter  they  have  lately  changed.  As 
yet  we  know  not  what  measures  their  new  ministry 
will  take.  People  generally  think  they  will  be  em 
ployed  by  the  king  to  extricate  him  from  his  present 
•difficulties,  by  obtaining  a  peace,  and  that  then  he 
will  kick  them  out  again,  they  being  all  men  that  he 
abominates,  and  who  have  been  forced  upon  him  by 
the  Parliament. 

The  Commons  have  already  made  a  sort  of  half 
peace  with  us  Americans,  by  forbidding  their  troops 
on  the  continent  to  act  offensively  ;  and  by  a  new  law 
they  have  empowered  the  king  to  complete  it.  As 
yet  I  hear  nothing  of  the  terms  they  mean  to  propose  ; 
indeed,  they  have  had  hardly  time  to  form  them.  I 
know  they  wish  to  detach  us  from  France ;  but  that 
is  impossible. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  your  last  glo 
rious  campaign.  Establishing  the  liberties  of  Amer 
ica  will  not  only  make  that  people  happy,  but  will 

1  At  this  time  with  the  French  army  in  America. 
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have  some  effect  in  diminishing  the  misery  of  those 
who  in  other  parts  of  the  world  groan  under  despot 
ism,  by  rendering  it  more  circumspect,  and  inducing 
it  to  govern  with  a  lighter  hand.  A  philosopher,  en 
dowed  with  those  strong  sentiments  of  humanity  that 
are  manifested  in  your  excellent  writings,1  must  en 
joy  great  satisfaction  in  having  contributed  so  ex 
tensively  by  his  sword,  as  well  as  by  his  pen,  to  the 
f elicit  e  publique. 

M.  le  Comte  de  Segur  has  desired  of  me  a  line  of 
recommendation  to  you.  I  consider  his  request 
rather  as  a  compliment  to  me  than  as  asking  what 
may  be  of  use  to  him,  since  I  find  that  all  who  know 
him  here  esteem  and  love  him,  and  he  is  certainly 
not  unknown  to  you. 

Dare  I  confess  to  you  that  I  am  your  rival  with 

Madame  G ?     I  need  not  tell  you  that  I  am  not 

a  dangerous  one.  I  perceive  that  she  loves  you  very 
much  ;  and  so  does,  dear  sir,  yours,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 

MLV. 

TO    MADAM    GREENE. 

PASSY,  7  April,  1782. 

MY  DEAR  OLD  FRIEND  : — If  the  Comte  de  Segur, 
son  of  the  Minister  of  War,  should  happen  to  be  in 
your  neighborhood,  I  recommend  him  warmly  to  your 
civilities  and  friendship,  and  to  those  of  the  good  gov 
ernor.  You  will  find  him  as  amiable  and  deserving 
as  any  of  the  French  officers  whose  good  conduct  you 

1  His  principal  work  was  entitled  "  De  la  Felicite  Publique." 
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so  much  applauded  last  year.  I  continue  as  hearty 
and  well  as  when  you  first  knew  me,  which,  I  think, 
is  near  thirty  years,  though  perhaps  you  will  not  care 
to  own  so  much.  Make  my  respectful  compliments 
to  Mr.  Greene,  give  my  love  to  my  friend  Ray,  and 
believe  me  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affec 
tionately,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


MLVI. 

TO    GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

PASSY,  8  April,  1782. 

SIR  : — I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  a 
few  days  since  by  the  Count  de  Segur.  This  line  is 
chiefly  to  present  the  Prince  de  Broglie  to  your  Ex 
cellency,  who  goes  over  to  join  the  army  of  M.  de 
Rochambeau.  He  bears  an  excellent  character  here, 
is  a  hearty  friend  to  our  cause,  and  I  am  persuaded 
you  will  have  a  pleasure  in  his  conversation.  I  take 
leave,  therefore,  to  recommend  him  to  those  civili 
ties  which  you  are  always  happy  in  showing  to  stran 
gers  of  merit  and  distinction. 

I  have  heretofore  congratulated  your  Excellency  on 
your  victories  over  our  enemy's  generals  ;  I  can  now 
do  the  same  on  your  having  overthrown  their  politi 
cians.  Your  late  successes  have  so  strengthened 
the  hands  of  opposition  in  Parliament  that  they  are 
become  the  majority,  and  have  compelled  the  king 
to  dismiss  all  his  old  ministers  and  their  adherents. 
The  unclean  spirits  he  was  possessed  with  are  now 
cast  out  of  him  ;  but  it  is  imagined  that,  as  soon  as 
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he  has  obtained  a  peace,  they  will  return  with  others 
worse  than  themselves,  and  the  last  state  of  that  manr 
as  the  Scripture  says,  shall  be  worse  than  the  first. 

As  soon  as  we  can  learn  any  thing  certain  of  the 
projects  of  the  new  ministry,  I  shall  take  the  first  op 
portunity  of  communicating  them.  With  the  great 
est  estem  and  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  Excellency's 
etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

MLVII. 

TO    ROBERT    R.    LIVINGSTON. 

PASSY,  8  April,  1782. 

SIR  : — Since  my  last,  an  extraordinary  revolution 
has  taken  place  in  the  court  of  England.  All  the  old 
ministers  are  out,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  opposition  are 
in  their  places.  The  newspapers  that  I  send  will  give 
you  the  names  as  correctly  as  we  yet  know  them. 
Our  last  advices  mention  their  kissing  hands,  but 
they  had  yet  done  nothing  in  their  respective  offices,, 
by  which  one  might  judge  of  their  projected  meas 
ures,  as  whether  they  will  ask  a  peace,  of  which  they 
have  great  need,  the  nation  having  of  late  suffered 
many  losses,  men  grown  extremely  scarce,  and  Lord 
North's  new  taxes,  proposed  as  funds  for  the  loan, 
meeting  with  great  opposition  ;  or  whether  they  will 
strive  to  find  new  resources,  and  obtain  allies,  to  en 
able  them  to  please  the  king  and  nation  by  some  vigor 
ous  exertions  against  France,  Spain,  and  Holland. 

With  regard  to  America,  having,  while  in  opposi 
tion,  carried  the  vote  for  making  no  longer  an  offen 
sive  war  with  us,  they  seem  to  have  tied  their  own 
hands  from  acting  against  us.  Their  predecessors 
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had  been  tampering  with  this  court  for  a  separate 
peace.  The  king's  answer  gave  me  great  pleasure. 
It  will  be  sent  to  M.  de  la  Luzerne,  and  by  him  com 
municated  to  Congress.  None  of  their  attempts  to 
divide  us  meet  with  the  least  encouragement,  and  I 
imagine  the  present  set.will  try  other  measures. 

My  letters  from  Holland  give  pleasing  accounts  of 
the  rapid  progress  our  affairs  are  making  in  that 
country.  The  packet  from  M.  Dumas,  which  I  for 
ward  with  this,  will  give  you  the  particulars.  The 
Prince  de  Broglie  will  do  me  the  favor  of  delivering 
this  to  you.  He  goes  over  to  join  the  French  army 
with  the  more  pleasure,  as  it  is  employed  in  the  cause 
of  liberty,  a  cause  he  loves,  and  in  establishing  the 
interests  of  America,  a  country  for  which  he  has 
much  regard  and  affection.  I  recommend  him  ear 
nestly  to  the  civilities  and  services  it  may  be  in  your 
power  to  render  him,  and  I  request  you  would  intro 
duce  him  to  the  President  of  Congress,  and  to  the 
principal  members,  civil  and  military. 

Our  excellent  friend,  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette, 
will  sail  in  about  three  weeks.  By  that  time  we  may 
have  more  interesting  intelligence  from  England,  and 
I  shall  write  you  fully.  With  great  esteem,  etc., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


MLVIII. 

TO    ROBERT    MORRIS. 

PASSY,  8  April,  1782. 

SIR  : — The  bills  accepted  by  Mr.  Jay,  and  after 
wards  protested  for  non-payment,  are  come  and  com 
ing  back  to  France  and  Holland,  and  I  have  ordered 
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them  to  be  taken  up  and  discharged  by  our  banker  ; 
I  hope  none  will  be  returned  to  America. 

There  is  a  convoy  just  going,  and  another,  it  is 
said,  will  follow  in  aboutj;hree  weeks  ;  by  these  two  I 
hope  the  best  part  if  not  all  our  goods  will  be  got  out. 

Since  my  last,  of  the  3Oth,  past,  we  hear  that  the 
old  ministry  are  all  out  to  a  man,  and  that  the  new 
ministry  have  kissed  hands,  and  were  about  to  enter 
upon  their  respective  functions ;  as  yet  we  know  noth 
ing  of  their  projects.  They  are  all  of  them  men  who 
have  in  Parliament  declared  strongly  against  the 
American  war,  as  unjust.  Their  predecessors  made 
various  separate  and  private  essays  to  dispose  us  to 
quit  France,  and  France  to  forsake  us,  but  met  with 
no  encouragement.  Before  our  friend,  the  Marquis, 
sails,  we  shall  probably  receive  some  interesting  in 
formation,  which  I  will  take  care  to  forward  to  you. 

Our -public  affairs  go  on  swimmingly  in  Holland, 
and  a  treaty  will  probably  soon  be  entered  into  be 
tween  the  two  republics.  I  wish  I  could  give  you  as 
good  news  of  our  private  business  ;  Mr.  Barclay  is 
still  detained  by  it,  and  I  am  deprived  of  his  assist 
ance  here. 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  M.  le  Prince  de 
Broglie,  who  goes  over  to  join  the  army  of  M.  de 
Rochambeau.  He  bears  an  excellent  character,  is 
fond  of  America  and  its  glorious  cause,  and  will  have 
great  satisfaction  in  fighting  for  the  establishment  of 
liberty.  I  recommend  him  earnestly  to  those  civilities 
which  I  know  you  have  a  pleasure  in  showing  to 
strangers  of  merit  and  distinction. 
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Your  two  fine  boys  continue  well.  They  dine  with 
me  every  Sunday,  being  at  school  in  my  neighbor 
hood.  I  am,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


MLIX. 

TO    HENRY    LAURENS. 

PASSY,  12  April,  1782. 

SIR  : — I  should  sooner  have  paid  my  respects  to  you 
by  letter,  if  I  had  not  till  lately  expected  you  here,  as 
I  understood  it  to  be  your  intention.  Your  enlarge 
ment  gave  me  great  pleasure,  and  I  hope  that  the 
terms  exacted  by  the  late  ministry  will  now  be  re 
laxed,  especially  when  they  are  informed  that  you 
are  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  treat  of 
peace.  Herewith  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  commis 
sion  ;  the  purport  of  which  you  can  communicate  to 
the  ministers,  if  you  find  it  proper.  If  they  are  dis 
posed  to  make  peace  with  us  and  our  allies  at  the 
same  time,  I  will,  on  notice  from  you,  send  to  Mr. 
Jay,  to  prepare  for  meeting  at  such  time  and  place  as 
shall  be  agreed  on. 

As  to  our  treating  separately,  and  quitting  our 
present  alliance,  which  the  late  ministry  seemed  to 
desire,  it  is  impossible.  Our  treaties  and  our  in 
structions,  as  well  as  the  honor  and  interest  of  our 
country,  forbid  it.  I  will  communicate  those  instruc 
tions  to  you  as  soon  as  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you.  If  you  have  occasion  for  money,  please  to  ac 
quaint  me  with  the  sum  you  desire,  and  I  will  endeavor 
to  supply  you.  With  very  great  esteem  and  respect, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 
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MLX. 

FROM    M.    DE    RAYNEVAL. 

VERSAILLES,  12  April,  1782. 

SIR  : — I  have  laid  before  the  Count  de  Vergennes  the 
different  letters  which  Mr.  Hartley  had  written  to  you,  as 
well  as  your  proposed  reply.  The  minister  has  given  his 
entire  approbation  to  the  manner  in  which  you  have  ex 
pressed  yourself.  I  subjoin  a  postscript  concerning  Mr. 
Forth  '  ;  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  who  has  given  it  a  peru 
sal,  finds  that  you  may  without  impropriety  transmit  it  ta 
your  correspondent.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the 
most  sincere  attachment,  etc.,  DE  RAYNEVAL.2 

P.  S. — Since  my  letter  was  written,  sir,  I  have  considered 
anew  the  different  overtures  which  it  embraces.  In  your 
opinion  the  late  English  minister  sincerely  desired  a  recon 
ciliation  with  us,  and  proposed  with  this  view  a  separate 
peace.  At  the  time  you  were  transmitting  this  wish  of 
Lord  North  to  me,  this  ex-minister  employed  an  emissary 
here  to  sound  the  minister  of  France  on  the  pacific  disposi 
tion  of  his  court,  and  offer  very  advantageous  propositions. 
You  will  be  able  to  judge  from  this,  sir,  of  the  opinion  which 
I  ought  to  have  of  the  intention  of  Lord  North  and  his  col 
leagues.  To  convince  you  of  the  truth  of  the  suggestions 
which  I  communicate,  I  will  confide  to  you  that  the  emissary 
was  a  Mr.  Forth,  and  that  he  was  charged  to  reply  to  the 
English  minister,  "  that  the  King  of  France  is  as  desirous  of 
peace  as  the  King  of  England ;  and  that  he  would  accede  to  it 
as  soon  as  he  could  with  dignity  and  safety  ;  but  it  is  a  matter 
of  the  last  importance  for  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  to  know, 
whether  the  court  of  London  is  disposed  to  treat  on  equal  terms 
with  the  allies  of  France"  Mr.  Forth  has  set  out  for  Lon 
don  with  this  answer;  but  it  is  probable  he  will  not  arrive 

1  Mr.  Forth  was  a  secret  agent,  sent  over  to  France  by  the  British  ministry,  to 
propose  a  separate  treaty  with  the  French  court. 

2  M.  de  Rayneval  was.secretary  to  the  king's  council. 
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till  after  the  ministers,  who   sent  him,  have  retired  from 
office. 

You  may,  sir,  without  the  least  hesitation,  make  use  of 
these  details,  if  you  judge  it  expedient.  They  will  make 
known  to  the  minister  in  place  the  principles  of  the  court  of 
France  ;  and  they  will  convince  him,  I  hope,  that  the  project 
of  disuniting  us  will  be  as  illusory,  as  it  would  prove  injuri 
ous  to  us.  As  to  the  reply,  sent  by  Mr.  Forth,  I  cannot 
foresee  (if  the  new  ministers  are  instructed  on  this  point)  in 
what  manner  they  will  think  they  ought  to  consider  it ;  if 
they  love  peace,  as  they  have  persuaded  the  English  nation 
and  all  Europe,  they  need  not  be  embarrassed.  France  has 
opened  a  way  in  which  they  can,  in  my  opinion,  act  without 
wounding  the  dignity  of  their  master.  If  they  do  not  adopt 
it,  they  flatter  themselves,  without  doubt,  that  the  chances 
of  war  will  procure  for  England  the  success  which  has  here 
tofore  been  denied  her ;  it  will  be  for  Providence  to  crown 
or  frustrate  their  hopes. 


MLXI. 

TO    ROBERT    R.   LIVINGSTON. 

PASSY,  12  April,  1782. 

SIR  : — Being  at  court  on  Tuesday,  I  learned  from 
the  Dutch  minister  that  the  new  English  ministry 
have  offered,  through  the  ministers  of  Russia,  a  ces 
sation  of  arms  to  Holland,  and  a  renewal  of  the  treaty 
of  1674.  M.  de  Berkenrode  seemed  to  be  of  the 
opinion  that  the  offer  was  intended  to  gain  time,  to 
obstruct  the  concert  of  operations  with  France  for 
the  ensuing  campaign,  and  to  prevent  the  conclusion 
of  a  treaty  with  America.  It  is  apprehended  that  it 
may  have  some  effect  in  strengthening  the  hands  of 
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the  English  party  in  that  country,  and  retard  affairs 
a  little ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  proposal  will  not  be 
finally  agreed  to.  It  would  indeed  render  the  Dutch 
ridiculous.  A,  having  a  cane  in  his  hand,  meets  his 
neighbor  B,  who  happens  to  have  none,  takes  the 
advantage,  and  gives  him  a  sound  drubbing.  B,  hav 
ing  found  a  stick,  and  coming  to  return  the  blows  he 
received,  A  says  :  "  My  old  friend,  why  should  we 
quarrel  ?  We  are  neighbors  ;  let  us  be  good  ones, 
and  live  peaceably  by  each  other,  as  we  used  to  do." 
If  B  is  so  easily  satisfied,  and  lays  aside  his  stick,  the 
rest  of  the  neighbors,  as  well  as  A,  will  laugh  at  him. 
This  is  the  light  in  which  I  stated  it.  Enclosed  I 
send  you  a  copy  of  the  proposition. 

I  see  by  the  newspapers  that  the  Spaniards,  having 
taken  a  little  post  called  St.  Joseph,  pretend  to  have 
made  a  conquest  of  the  Illinois  country.  In  what 
light  does  this  proceeding  appear  to  Congress  ? 
While  they  decline  our  offered  friendship,  are  they 
to  be  suffered  to  encroach  on  our  bounds,  and  shut 
us  up  within  the  Appalachian  Mountains  ?  I  begin 
to  fear  they  have  some  such  project. 

Having  seen  in  the  English  prints  an  article  from 
Lisbon,  that  two  American  ships,  under  French 
colors,  being  arrived  in  that  port,  were  seized  by  the 
government,  I  asked  the  Portuguese  ambassador  if 
it  was  true.  He  said  he  had  no  advice  of  it,  as  he 
certainly  should  have  had  if  such  a  thing  had  hap 
pened  ;  he  therefore  did  not  give  the  least  credit  to 
it,  and  said  we  might  make  ourselves  perfectly  easy  ; 
no  such  treatment  would  in  his  opinion  be  offered  us 
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in  their  ports  ;  and  he  further  observed,  on  the  false 
hood  of  English  newspapers,  their  having  lately  as 
serted  that  the  Congress  had  issued  letters  of  marque 
for  cruising  against  the  Portuguese.  With  great 
esteem,  etc.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


MLXII. 

TO    MRS.   MARY    HEWSON. 

PASSY,  13  April,  1782. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND  : — I  received  your  kind  letter  of 
the  23d  of  December.  I  rejoice  always  to  hear  of 
your  good  mother's  welfare,  though  I  can  write  but 
seldom,  and  safe  opportunities  are  scarce.  Looking 
over  some  old  papers,  I  find  the  rough  draft  of  a  let 
ter  which  I  wrote  to  you  fifteen  months  ago,  and 
which  probably  miscarried,  or  your  answer  miscarried, 
as  I  never  received  any.  I  enclose  it,  as  the  spring 
is  coming  on,  and  the  same  proposition  will  now  again 
be  in  season,  and  easily  executed,  if  you  should  ap 
prove  of  it. 

You  mention  Mr.  Viny's  being  with  you.  What  is 
his  present  situation  ?  I  think  he  might  do  well  with 
his  wheel  business  in  this  country.  By  your  news 
papers,  Jacob  seems  to  have  taken  it  to  himself. 
Could  he  not  make  up  a  good  coach,  with  the  latest 
useful  improvements,  and  bring  you  all  in  it  ?  It 
would  serve  here  as  a  specimen  of  his  abilities,  if  he 
chose  to  stay,  or  would  sell  well,  if  he  chose  to  return. 
I  hope  your  mother  has  got  over  her  lowness  of 
spirits  about  the  dropsy.  It  is  common  for  aged 
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people  to  have  at  times  swelled  ankles  towards  even 
ing  ;  but  it  is  a  temporary  disorder,  which  goes  off  of 
itself,  and  has  no  consequences.  My  tender  love  to 
her. 

If  you  have  an  opportunity  of  sending  to  Geneva, 
I  like  well  enough  your  sending  the  books  thither  for 
my  godson  grandson,  who  goes  on  well  there.  You 
-do  well  to  keep  my  granddaughter  without  stays. 
God  bless  her  and  all  of  you. 

You  may  imagine  I  begin  to  grow  happy  in  my 
prospects.  I  should  be  quite  so,  if  I  could  see  peace 
and  good  will  restored  between  our  countries  ;  for  I 
enjoy  health,  competence,  friends,  and  reputation. 
Peace  is  the  only  ingredient  wanting  to  my  felicity. 
Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  ever  yours 
most  affectionately,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

MLXIII. 

TO    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

PASSY,  13  April,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR  : — Since  mine  of  the  5th,  I  have  thought 
further  of  the  subject  of  our  late  letters.  You  were 
of  opinion  that  the  ministry  desired  sincerely  a  recon 
ciliation  with  America,  and  with  that  view  a  separate 
peace  with  us  was  proposed.  It  happened  that  at 
the  same  time  Lord  North  had  an  emissary  here  to 
sound  the  French  ministers  with  regard  to  peace,  and 
to  make  them  very  advantageous  propositions,  in  case 
they  would  abandon  America.  You  may  judge  from 
hence,  my  dear  friend,  what  opinion  I  must  have 
formed  of  the  intentions  of  your  ministers.  To  con- 
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vince  you  of  the  truth  of  this,  I  may  acquaint  you 
that  the  emissary  was  a  Mr.  Forth,  and  that  the  an 
swer  given  him  to  carry  back  to  the  English  minis 
ters,  was  :  "  that  the  King  of  France  is  as  desirous  of 
peace  as  the  King  of  England ;  and  that  he  would  ac 
cede  to  it  as  soon  as  he  could  with  dignity  and  safety  ; 
oiit  it  is  a  matter  of  the  last  importance  for  His  Most 
Christian  Majesty  to  know,  whether  the  court  of  Lon 
don  is  disposed  to  treat  on  equal  terms  with  the  allies 
of  France  y 

Mr.  Forth  went  off  with  this  answer  for  London, 
but  probably  did  not  arrive  till  after  the  dismission  of 
the  ministers  that  sent  him.  You  may  make  any  use 
of  this  information  which  you  judge  proper.  The 
new  ministry  may  see  by  it  the  principles  that  govern 
this  court ;  and  it  will  convince  them,  I  hope,  that  the 
project  of  dividing  us  is  as  vain  as  it  would  be  to  us 
injurious.  I  cannot  judge  what  they  will  think  or  do 
in  consequence  of  the  answer  sent  by  Mr.  Forth,  if 
they  have  seen  it.  If  they  love  peace,  as  they  have 
persuaded  the  English  nation  and  all  Europe  to  be 
lieve,  they  can  be  under  no  difficulty.  France  has 
opened  a  path  which,  in  my  opinion,  they  may  use, 
without  hurting  the  dignity  of  their  master  or  the 
honor  of  the  nation.  If  they  do  not  choose  it,  they 
doubtless  flatter  themselves  that  a  war  may  still 
produce  successes  in  favor  of  England,  that  have 
hitherto  been  withheld.  The  crowning  or  frustrating 
such  hopes  belongs  to  Divine  Providence  ;  may  God 
send  us  all  more  wisdom  !  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend, 
yours  most  affectionately,  B.  FRANKLIN. 
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MLXIV. 

TO    JOHN    ADAMS. 

PASSY,  13  April,  1782. 

SIR  : — Enclosed  with  this  I  send  to  your  Excellency 
the  packet  of  correspondence  between  Mr.  Hartley 
and  me,  which  I  promised  in  my  last.  You  will  see 
that  we  held  nearly  the  same  language,  which  gives 
me  pleasure. 

While  Mr.  Hartley  was  making  propositions  to  me, 
with  the  approbation  or  privity  of  Lord  North,  to 
treat  separately  from  France,  that  minister  had  an 
emissary  here,  a  Mr.  Forth,  formerly  a  secretary  of 
Lord  Stormont's,  making  proposals  to  induce  this 
court  to  treat  without  us.  I  understand  that  several 
sacrifices  were  offered  to  be  made,  and,  among  the 
rest,  Canada  to  be  given  up  to  France.  The  sub 
stance  of  the  answer  appears  in  my  last  letter  to  Mr. 
Hartley.  But  there  is  a  sentence  omitted  in  that  let 
ter  which  I  much  liked,  viz.,  "that  whenever  the  two 
crowns  should  come  to  treat,  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty  would  show  how  much  the  engagements  he 
might  enter  into  were  to  be  relied  on,  by  his  exact 
observance  of  those  he  already  had  with  his  present 
allies:' 

If  you  have  received  any  thing  in  consequence  of 
your  answer  by  Digges,  you  will  oblige  me  by  com 
municating  it.  The  ministers  here  were  much  pleased 
with  the  account  given  them  of  your  interview  by  the 
ambassador.  With  great  respect  I  am,  sir,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 
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MLXV. 

TO     DAVID     HARTLEY. 

PASSY,  14  April,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR  : — The  bearer  having  been  detained 
here,  I  add  this  line  to  suggest  that  if  the  new  minis 
try  are  disposed  to  enter  into  a  general  treaty  of 
peace,  Mr.  Laurens,  being  set  entirely  at  liberty, 
may  receive  such  propositions  as  they  shall  think  fit 
to  make  relative  to  time,  place,  or  any  other  particu 
lars,  and  come  hither  with  them.  He  is  acquainted 
that  we  have  full  powers  to  treat  and  conclude,  and 
that  the  Congress  promise  in  our  commission  to  rat 
ify  and  confirm,  etc.  I  am  ever  yours  most  affection 
ately,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


MLXVI. 

TO    MRS.  STEVENSON    AND    MRS.  HEWSON. 

PARIS,  19  April,  1782.    • 

I  wrote  to  you,  my  dear  friends,  very  lately,  and 
directed  my  letter  to  Cheam  in  Surrey.  Mr.  White- 
foord  tells  me  that  you  are  removed  to  Kensington 
Square,  and  I  fear  that  my  letter  may  therefore  not 
find  you.  I  sent  it  under  cover  to  Mr.  William 
Hodgson,  merchant,  in  Coleman  Street  ;  which  I 
mention,  that,  in  case  it  has  not  come  to  hand,  you 
may  there  inquire  for  it,  though  it  contains  little 
worth  the  trouble,  as  it  only  expresses  what  you 
always  knew,  that  I  love  you  both  very  much  and 
very  sincerely. 

Mr.  Whitefoord  will  inform  you  how   I   live,  and 
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that  I  am  very  well,  as  happy  as  the  situation  of 
public  affairs  will  permit,  only  capable  of  being  made 
more  so,  if  you  were  here  with  me  ;  being  ever  your 
truly  affectionate  friend,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


MLXVII. 

TO     JOHN     JAY. 

PASSY,  22  April,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  have  undertaken  to  pay  all  the  bills 
of  your  acceptance  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge, 
and  I  hope  in  God  no  more  will  be  drawn  upon  us, 
but  when  funds  are  first  provided.  In  that  case,  your 
constant  residence  at  Madrid  is  no  longer  so  neces 
sary.  You  may  make  a  journey,  either  for  health  or 
pleasure,  without  retarding  the  progress  of  a  negotia 
tion  not  yet  begun.  Here  you  are  greatly  wanted, 
for  messengers  begin  to  come  and  go,  and  there  is 
much  talk  of  a  treaty  proposed  ;  but  I  can  neither 
make,  nor  agree  to  propositions  of  peace,  without  the 
assistance  of  my  colleagues.  Mr.  Adams,  I  am  afraid, 
cannot  just  now  leave  Holland.  Mr.  Jefferson  is  not 
in  Europe,  and  Mr.  Laurens  is  a  prisoner,  though 
abroad  upon  parole.  I  wish,  therefore,  that  you 
would  resolve  upon  the  journey,  and  render  yourself 
here  as  soon  as  possible.  You  would  be  of  infinite 
service.  Spain  has  taken  four  years  to  consider 
whether  she  should  treat  with  us  or  not.  Give  her 
forty,  and  let  us  in  the  meantime  mind  our  own  busi 
ness.  I  have  much  to  communicate  to  you,  but 
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choose  rather  to  do  it  viv&  voce  than  trust  it  to  letters. 
I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


MLXVIII. 

TO    JOHN    JAY. 

PASSY,  24  April,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR  : — The  Prince  de  Masaran  being  so  good 
as  to  desire  carrying  a  letter  to  you,  I  sit  down  to 
write  you  a  few  lines,  though  I  hope  soon  to  see  you. 
Enclosed  I  send  a  copy  of  one  of  Mr.  Deane's  letters  ; 
I  shall  show  you  more  when  you  come. 

In  consequence  of  a  proposition  I  sent  over,  the 
Parliament  of  Britain  have  just  passed  an  act  for 
exchanging  American  prisoners.  They  have  near 
eleven  hundred  in  the  jails  of  England  and  Ireland, 
all  committed  as  charged  with  high  treason.  The 
act  is  to  empower  the  king,  notwithstanding  such 
commitments,  to  consider  them  as  prisoners  of  war, 
according  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  exchange  them 
as  such.  This  seems  to  be  giving  up  their  preten 
sions  of  considering  us  as  rebellious  subjects,  and  is 
a  kind  of  acknowledgment  of  our  independence. 
Transports  are  now  taking  up,  to  carry  back  to  their 
country  the  poor,  brave  fellows,  who  have  borne  for 
years  their  cruel  captivity,  rather  than  serve  our 
enemies,  and  an  equal  number  of  English  are  to  be 
delivered  up  in  return.  I  have,  upon  desire,  fur 
nished  passports  for  the  vessels. 

Our  affairs  in   Holland  are  en  bon  train  ;  we  have 
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some  prospect  of  another  loan  there  ;  and  all  goes 
well  here. 

The  proposal  to  us  of  a  separate  peace  with  Eng 
land  has  been  rejected  in  the  manner  you  wish,  and 
I  am  pretty  certain  they  will  now  enter  into  a  gen 
eral  treaty.  I  wrote  you  a  few  lines  by  last  post,  and 
on  the  same  day  a  few  more  by  the  court  courier. 
They  were  chiefly  to  press  your  coming  hither  to 
assist  in  the  affair.  With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  I 
am  ever,  dear  sir,  etc., 

B.   FRANKLIN. 


MLXIX. 

FROM    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

LONDON,  i  May,  1782. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND  : — I  have  received  a  packet  from  you 
containing  several  letters  of  various  dates.  As  I  shall  prob 
ably  have  a  safe  opportunity  of  conveyance  to  you  when 
Mr.  Laurens  leaves  this  country,  I  am  now  sitting  down  to 
write  to  you  an  omnium  kind  of  letter  of  various  matters  as 
they  occur.  The  late  ministry  being  departed,  I  may  now 
speak  of  things  more  freely.  I  will  take  a  sentence  in  one 
of  your  letters  for  my  text.  Vide  yours  of  April  13,  1782, 
in  which  you  say,  you  were  of  opinion  that  the  late  ministry 
desired  SINCERELY  a  reconciliation  with  America,  and  with 
that  view  a  separate  peace  with  us  was  proposed.  I  must 
qualify  this  sentence  much  before  I  can  adopt  it  as  my 
opinion.  As  to  reconciliation,  I  never  gave  much  credit  to 
them  for  that  wish.  //  is  a  sweet  expression.  It  certainly 
means  MORE  than  peace.  The  utmost  that  I  ever  gave  the 
late  ministry  credit  for,  was  a  wish  for  peace.  And  I  still 
believe  that  the  wisest  among  them  grew  from  day  to  day 
more  disposed  to  peace,  or  an  abatement  of  the  war,  in  pro- 
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portion  as  they  became  more  alarmed  for  their  own  situa 
tions  and  their  responsibility.  Had  the  war  been  more 
successful,  I  should  not  have  expected  much  relenting 
towards  peace  or  reconciliation.  That  this  has  always  been 
the  measure  of  my  opinion  of  them,  I  refer  you  to  some  words 
in  a  letter  from  me  to  you,  dated  January  5,  1780,  for  proof: 
"  But  for  the  point  of  sincerity ;  why,  as  to  that,  I  have  not 
much  to  say  ;  I  have  at  least  expected  some  hold  upon  their 
prudence" 

My  argument  runs  thus,  it  is  a  bargain  for  you  (ministers) 
to  be  sincere  now.  Common  prudence  may  hint  to  you  to 
look  to  yourselves.  It  has  amazed  me  beyond  measure, 
that  this  principle  of  common  selfish  prudence  has  not  had 
the  effect  which  I  expected.  I  have  not  been  disposed  to 
be  deceived  by  any  conciliatory  professions,  which  I  consid 
ered  only  as  arising  from  prudence ;  and  I  hope  that  I  have 
not  led  you  into  any  deception,  having  so  fully  explained 
myself  to  you  on  that  head.  Had  the  American  war  been 
more  prosperous  on  the  part  of  the  late  ministry.  I  do  not 
believe  the  late  resignation  would  have  taken  place.  But  it 
is  evident,  from  the  proposition  to  the  court  of  France, 
which  you  have  communicated  to  me  (and  which  I  have 
communicated  to  the  present  ministry  with  your  letter), 
that  even  to  the  last  hour  some  part  of  the  late  ministry 
were  still  set  upon  the  American  war  to  the  last  extremity ; 
and  probably  another  more  prudent  part  of  the  ministry 
would  proceed  no  further  ;  which,  if  it  be  so,  may  reasonably 
be  imputed  as  the  cause  of  the  dissolution  of  the  late  ministry. 

These  have  been  the  arguments,  which  I  have  always 
driven  and  insisted  upon  with  the  greatest  expectation  of 
success,  viz.,  prudential  arguments  from  the  total  impracti 
cability  of  the  war,  responsibility,  etc.  I  have  been  aston 
ished  beyond  measure  that  these  arguments  have  not  sooner 
had  their  effect.  If  I  could  give  you  an  idea  of  the  many 
conferences  which  I  have  had  upon  the  subject,  I  should 
tell  you  that  many  times  Felix  has  trembled.  When  reduced 
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by  the  terror  of  responsibility  either  to  renounce  the  Ameri 
can  war,  or  to  relinquish  their  places,  they  have  chosen  the 
latter ;  which  is  a  most  wretched  and  contemptible  retribu 
tion,  either  to  their  country  or  to  mankind,  for  the  desolation 
in  which  they  have  involved  every  nation  that  they  have 
ever  been  connected  with.  Peace  they  would  not  leave  be 
hind  them.  Their  legacy  to  their  country  and  to  mankind 
has  been,  Let  darkness  be  the  burier  of  the  dead  ! 

As  to  the  proposal  of  a  separate  peace  arising  from  a 
desire  of  reconciliation,  it  certainly  was  so  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  England  ;  but,  on  the  part  of  the  late  ministry,  it 
probably  arose  from  the  hopes  of  suggesting  to  France  ideas 
of  some  infidelity  on  the  part  of  America  towards  them.  If 
you  should  ask  me  why  I  have  seemed  to  conspire  with  this, 
my  answer  is  very  plain.  In  the  first  place,  if  I  could  have 
prevailed  with  the  late  ministry  to  have  actually  made  an 
irrevocable  offer,  on  their  own  part,  of  a  separate  peace  to 
America,  that  very  offer  would  in  the  same  instant  have  be 
come  on  their  part  also  a  consent  to  a  general  peace  ;  because 
they  never  had  any  wish  to  a  separate  contest  with  France, 
and,  America  being  out  of  the  question,  they  would  have 
thought  of  nothing  after  that  but  general  peace.  I  never 
could  bring  them  even  to  this.  They  wished  that  America 
should  make  the  offer  of  a  separate  treaty,  for  obvious  views. 
My  proposal  was,  that  they  should  offer  irrevocable  terms  of 
peace  to  America.  If  they  had  meant  what  they  pretended^ 
and  what  the  people  of  England  did  really  desire,  they  would 
have  adopted  that  proposition.  Then  the  question  would 
have  come  forward  upon  the  fair  and  honorable  construction 
of  a  treaty  between  France  and  America,  the  essential  and 
direct  end  of  which  was  fully  accomplished.  When  I  speak 
of  Great  Britain  offering  irrevocable  terms  of  peace  to 
America,  I  mean  such  terms  as  would  have  effectually  satis 
fied  the  provision  of  the  treaty,  viz.,  tacit  independence. 

I  send  you  a  paper  entitled  a  "  Breviate,"  !  which  I  laid 

1  See  this  "  Breviate  "   in  the  "Diplomatic  Correspondence,"    vol.  III.  p.  351. 
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before  the  late  ministry ;  and  their  not  having  acted  upon 
it,  was  a  proof  to  me  that  the  disposition  of  their  heart  to 
America  was  not  altered,  but  that  all  their  relenting  arose 
from  the  impracticability  of  that  war,  and  their  want  of  suc 
cess  in  it.  But,  desponding  as  they  were  at  last,  it  was  not 
inconsistent  with  my  expectations  of  their  conduct  that 
they  should  make  great  offers  to  France  to  abandon  Amer 
ica.  It  was  the  only  weapon  left  in  their  hands.  In  course 
of  negotiating  with  the  late  ministry,  I  perceived  their  cour 
age  drooping  from  time  to  time,  for  the  last  three  or  four 
years  ;  and  it  was  upon  that  ground  I  gave  them  credit  for 
an  increasing  disposition  towards  peace.  Some  dropped 
off,  others  sunk  under  the  load  of  folly,  and  at  last  they  all 
failed.  My  argument  ad  homines  to  the  late  ministry  might 
be  stated  thus:  "  If  you  dorit  kill  tJiem,  they  will  kill  you. 
But  the  war  is  impracticable  on  your  part ;  ergo,  the  best 
thing  you  can  do  for  your  own  sake  is  to  msfe&  peace"  This 
was  reasoning  to  men,  and  through  men  to  things.  But  there 
is  no  measure  of  rage  in  pride  and  disappointment  ; 

"  Spicula  caeca  relinquunt 
Intixa  venis,  animasque  in  vulnere  ponunt." 

So  much  for  the  argument  of  the  breviate,  as  far  as  it  re 
spected  the  late  ministry.  It  was  a  test  which  proved  that 
they  were  not  sincere  in  their  professions.  If  they  had 
been  in  earnest  to  have  given  the  war  a  turn  towards  the 
House  of  Bourbon,  and  to  have  dropped  the  American 
war,  a  plain  road  lay  before  them.  The  sentiments  of 
the  people  of  England  were  conformable  to  the  argument 
of  that  breviate ;  or  rather  I  should  say,  what  is  the  real 
truth,  that  the  arguments  of  the  breviate  were  dictated  by 
the  notoriety  of  that  sentiment  in  the  people  of  England. 
My  object  and  wish  always  have  been  to  strike  at  the  root 
of  the  evil,  the  American  war. 

If   the    British  nation    have   jealousies  and    resentments 
against  the  House  of  Bourbon,  yet  still  the  first  step  in  every 
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case  would  be  to  rescind  the  American  war,  and  not  to  keep 
it  lurking  in  the  rear,  to  become  hereafter,  in  case  of  certain 
events,  a  reversionary  war  with  America  for  unconditional 
terms.  This  reversionary  war  was  never  the  object  of  the 
people  of  England ;  therefore  the  argument  of  the  breviate 
was  calculated  bona  fide  to  accomplish  their  views,  and  to 
discriminate  the  fallacious  pretences  of  the  late  administra 
tion  from  the  real  wishes  of  the  country,  as  expressed  in  the 
circular  resolution  of  many  counties  in  the  year  1780,  first 
moved  at  York,  on  March  28,  1780.  Every  other  princi 
ple  and  every  other  mode  of  conduct  only  imply,  as  you 
very  justly  express  it,  a  secret  hope  that  war  may  still  pro 
duce  successes,  and  then .  The  designs  which  have  been 

lurking  under  this  pretext  could  not  mean  any  thing  else 
than  this:  Who  knows  but  that  we  may  still  talk  to  America 
at  last  ?  The  only  test  of  clear  intentions  would  have  been 
this :  to  have  cut  up  the  American  war,  and  all  possible  re 
turn  to  it  for  any  cause,  or  under  any  pretext.  I  am  confi 
dent  that  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  England  is,  and 
always  has  been,  to  procure  peace  and  reconciliation  with 
America,  and  to  vindicate  the  national  honor  in  the  contest 
with  the  House  of  Bourbon.  If  this  intention  had  been 
pursued  in  a  simple  and  direct  manner,  I  am  confident  that 
the  honor  and  safety  of  the  British  nation  would  long  ago 
have  been  established  in  a  general  peace  with  all  the  belliger 
ent  powers.  These  are  the  sentiments  upon  which  I  have 
always  acted  in  those  negotiations  which  I  have  had  upon 
the  subject  of  peace  with  the  late  ministry ;  reconciliation 
with  America,  and  peace  with  all  the  world,  upon  terms  con 
sistent  with  the  honor  and  safety  of  my  own  country. 

Peace  must  be  sought  in  such  ways  as  promise  the  great 
est  degree  of  practicability.  The  sentiments  of  individuals 
as  philanthropists  may  be  overborne  by  the  power  of  ancient 
prejudices,  which  too  frequently  prevail  in  the  aggregates 
of  nations.  In  such  case,  the  philanthropist,  who  wishes  the 
good  of  his  own  country  and  of  mankind,  must  be  the  bul- 
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rush  bending  to  the  storm,  and  not  the  sturdy  oak,  unavail- 
ingly  resisting.  National  prejudices  are,  I  hope,  generally 
upon  the  decline.  Reason  and  humanity  gain  ground  every 
day  against  their  natural  enemies,  folly  and  injustice.  The 
ideas  of  nations  being  natural  enemies  to  each  other  are 
generally  reprobated.  But  still,  jealousies  and  ancient  rival- 
ships  remain,  which  obstruct  the  road  to  peace  among  men. 
If  one  belligerent  nation  will  entertain  a  standing  force  of 
three  or  four  hundred  thousand  fighting  men,  other  nations 
must  have  defended  frontiers  and  barrier  towns,  and  the 
barrier  of  a  neighboring  island,  whose  constitution  does  not 
allow  a  standing  military  force,  must  consist  in  a  superiority 
at  sea.  It  is  necessary  for  her  own  defence.  If  all  nations 
by  mutual  consent  will  reduce  their  offensive  powers,  which 
they  only  claim  under  the  pretext  of  necessary  defence,  and 
bring  forward  the  reign  of  the  millennium,  then  away  with 
your  frontiers,  and  your  Gibraltars,  and  the  key  of  the  Bal 
tic,  and  all  the  hostile  array  of  nations, 

"  Aspera  compositis  mitescant  ssecula  bellis." 

These  must  be  the  sentiments  of  every  philanthropist  in  his 
interior  thoughts.  But,  if  we  are  not  to  seek  peace  by 
some  practicable  method,  accommodated  to  the  remaining 
prejudices  of  the  multitude,  we  shall  not  in  our  own  time,  I 
fear,  see  that  happy  day.  If  Great  Britain  and  France  are 
ancient  rivals,  then,  until  the  reign  of  the  millennium  shall 
approach,  arrange  that  rivalship  upon  equitable  terms;  as 
the  two  leading  nations  of  Europe,  set  them  in  balance  to 
each  other,  the  one  by  land,  the  other  by  sea.  Give  to 
France  her  elevated  rank  among  the  nations  of  Europe  ; 
give  to  Great  Britain  the  honor  of  her  flag,  and  the  security 
of  her  island  by  her  wooden  walls ;  and  there  would  be  no 
obstruction  to  general  and  perpetual  peace.  The  prejudices 
of  disrespect  between  nations  prevail  only  among  the  inferior 
ranks.  Believe  me,  for  one  at  least,  I  have  the  highest 
sentiments  of  respect  for  the  nation  of  France.  I  have  no 
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other  sentiments  of  hostility  but  what  are  honorable  towards 
them,  and  which,  as  a  member  of  a  rival  state  at  war  with 
them,  consists  in  the  duty  of  vigilance,  which  I  owe  towards 
the  honor  and  interests  of  my  own  country.  I  am  not  con 
scious  of  a  word  or  thought  which,  on  the  point  of  honor,  I 
would  wish  to  have  concealed  from  a  French  minister. 

In  the  mode,  which  I  have  proposed,  of  unravelling  the 
present  subjects  of  jealousy  and  contest,  I  would  make  my 
proposals  openly  to  France  herself.  Let  America  be  free, 
and  enjoy  happiness  and  peace  for  ever.  If  France  and 
Great  Britain  have  jealousies  or  rivalships  between  them 
selves,  as  European  nations,  I  then  say  to  France  :  "  Let  us 
settle  these  points  between  ourselves,  if,  unfortunately,  we 
shall  not  be  able  by  honorable  negotiation  to  compromise 
the  indispensable  points  of  national  honor  and  safety." 
This  would  be  my  language  to  France,  open  and  undisguised. 
In  the  meanwhile,  I  desire  you  to  observe  that  it  would  not 
be  with  reluctance  that  I  should  offer  eternal  freedom, 
happiness,  and  peace  to  America.  You  know  my  thoughts 
too  well  to  suspect  that.  I  speak  only  as  in  a  state  of  war, 
desirous  to  arrange  the  complicated  interests,  and  to  secure 
the  respective  honor,  of  nations.  My  wishes  are,  and 
always  have  been,  for  the  peace,  liberty,  and  safety  of  man 
kind.  In  the  pursuit  of  those  blessed  objects,  not  only  this 
country  and  America,  but  France  herself  and  the  House  of 
Bourbon,  may  justly  claim  the  conspiring  exertions  of  every 
free  and  liberal  mind,  even  among  their  temporary  enemies 
and  rivals.  I  am,  etc., 

D.  HARTLEY. 


MLXX. 

TO    M.    DUMAS. 

Passy,  3  May,  1782. 

Dear  Sir: — I  received  yours  of  the  i5th  past,  and 
perused  the  contents  with  great  pleasure.     I  had  be- 
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fore  received  your  pacquet  by  Mrs.  Boers,  and  for 
warded  it  immediately.  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  few 
copies  of  a  paper  that  places  in  a  striking  light,  the 
English  barbarities  in  America,  particularly  those 
committed  by  the  savages  at  their  instigation.  The 
FORM  may  perhaps  not  be  genuine,  but  the  substance 
is  truth  ;  the  number  of  our  people  of  all  kinds  and  ages, 
murdered  and  scalped  by  them  being  known  to  ex 
ceed  that  of  the  invoice.  Make  any  use  of  them 
you  may  think  proper  to  shame  your  Anglomanes, 
but  do  not  let  it  be  known  through  what  hands  they 
come.  I  am  ever,  Yours  affectionately, 

B.   FRANKLIN. 
My  respects  and  congratulations  to  Mr.  A. 


MLXXI. 

TO    A    FRIEND. 

PASSY,  8  May,  1782. 

SIR  : — I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor 
of  writing  me,  and  am  much  obliged  by  your  kind 
present  of  a  book.  The  relish  for  reading  poetry 
had  long  since  left  me  ;  but  there  is  something  so 
new  in  the  manner,  so  easy  and  yet  so  correct  in  the 
language,  so  clear  in  the  expression,  yet  concise,  and 
so  just  in  the  sentiments,  that  I  have  read  the  whole 
with  great  pleasure,  and  some  of  the  pieces  more 
than  once.  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  thankful  ac 
knowledgments,  and  to  present  my  respects  to  the 
author. 

I  shall  take  care  to  forward  the  letters  to  America, 
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and  shall  be  glad  of  any  other  opportunity  of  doing 
what  may  be  agreeable  to  you,  being,  with  great  re 
spect  for  your  character,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  B.  FRANKLIN/ 

MLXXII. 

FROM    ROBERT    R.    LIVINGSTON. 

PHILADELPHIA,  22  May,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR : — I  expected  to  have  written  you  a  long  letter, 
more  particularly  as  it  is  some  time  since  you  have  received 
any  information  from  this  country,  the  enemy  having  effec 
tually  blocked  up  our  ports  for  some  months  past.  But  I 
find  myself  so  extremely  hurried  that  I  have  hardly  leisure 
to  write  this,  the  vessel  by  which  it  is  sent  going  sooner  than 
I  apprehended. 

You  will  receive  herewith  a  letter  to  his  most  Christian 
Majesty,  which  you  will  present,  and  a  copy,  which  you  will 
be  pleased  to  deliver  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes.  This,  I 
believe,  is  the  usual  form.  You  will  also  receive  in  the  en 
closed  papers  an  account  of  the  marks  of  respect  with  which 
the  annunciation  of  the  birth  of  the  Dauphin  was  received. 
These  are  of  some  importance  at  a  time  when  Great  Britain 
is  endeavoring  to  represent  us  as  weary  of  the  alliance,  and 
anxiously  wishing  to  return  to  our  connection  with  them. 

1  Cowper  seems  to  have  been  much  he  ?     Speak  out,  for  I  am  all  impa- 

gratified  with    the   compliment    con-  tience.'     I  will  not  say  a  word  more  ! 

tained  in  this  letter,  which  was  com-  the  letter  in  which  he  returned   his 

municated   to  him  by   the  person  to  thanks  shall  speak  for  me." 
whom  it  had  been  written.     Cowper          He  then  inserts  the  letter,  and  adds  : 

forwarded  a  copy  of  it  to  Mr.  Unwin,  "We   may   now   treat   the  critics   as 

and  said :   "A  merchant,  a  friend  of  the    Archbishop    of    Toledo    treated 

ours,  sent  my  poems  to  one  of  the  first  Gil  Bias   when  he  found  fault   with 

philosophers,  one  of  the  most  eminent  one  of  his  sermons.      His  Grace  gave 

literary  characters,  as  well  as  one  of  him  a   kick,  and  said  :    '  Begone   for 

the   most   important   in    the  political  a   jackanapes,   and    furnish   yourself 

world  that  the  present  age  can  boast  with    a    better   taste,    if    you    know 

of.      Now  perhaps  your  conjecturing  whereto  find  it." — Southey's   edition 

facilities  are  puzzled,  and  you  begin  of  "  Cowper's  Works,"    vol.    IV.,  p. 

to   ask:   'Who,   where,  and  what   is  217. 


1782]  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN.  461 


It  is  probable  that  the  late  changes  in  the  British  administra 
tion,  and  the  conciliatory  measures  they  propose,  may  excite 
apprehensions  of  our  firmness.  I  have  the  pleasure  of  assur 
ing  you  that  it  has  not  produced  the  least  effect ;  all  orders 
of  people  seem  to  agree  that  it  should  redouble  your  vigi 
lance,  and  while  it  argues  the  weakness  of  the  enemy,  it  serves 
as  a  spring  to  our  exertions. 

Sir  Guy  Carleton,  shortly  after  his  arrival,  wrote  a  compli 
mentary  letter  to  General  Washington,  sending  him  an  ac 
count  of  his  appointment  and  the  prints  which  contained  the 
parliamentary  debates,  and  requesting  leave  to  send  his  sec 
retary  with  despatches  to  Congress.  The  General  refused 
the  passport  till  he  had  the  sense  of  Congress  thereon,  and, 
upon  Sir  Guy's  letter  being  laid  before  them,  they  came  to 
the  resolution  enclosed. 

The  papers  I  send  you  contain  also  resolutions  of  the 
State  of  Maryland  and  of  the  Executive  Council  of 
Pennsylvania,  which,  I  believe,  speak  the  language  of  all 
the  States,  which  will,  I  doubt  not,  make  similar  declara 
tions  when  their  legislatures  shall  be  convened.  So  that 
you  may  safely  assure  his  Majesty's  ministers  that  no  art 
which  Great  Britain  can  put  in  practice  will  have  the  least 
influence  in  lessening  the  attachment  of  the  people  of  this 
country  to  the  principles  of  the  alliance.  It  is  true  their  ex 
pectations  of  powerful  assistance  this  campaign  are  very 
high.  They  saw  with  some  pain  last  year  that  the  fleet  was 
withdrawn  when  the  enemy  were  absolutely  at  their  feet, 
and  when  one  month's  stay  would  have  reduced  either  New 
York  or  Charleston.  They  look  eagerly  for  the  return  of 
the  fleet.  They  generally  believe  this  to  be  the  last  cam 
paign  in  America.  There  is  no  knowing  what  effect  a  dis 
appointment  in  this  hope  would  have.  I  believe,  from  the 
present  view  of  things,  that  they  would  bear  it  with  fortitude  ; 
but  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  it  put  to  the  trial. 

Our  trade  has  suffered  astonishingly  of  late  ;  the  influence 
which  this  will  have  upon  our  internal  resources  is  much  to 
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be  apprehended.  It  is  to  be  wished  that  France  would  see 
the  great  advantages  she  would  derive  from  keeping  a  superi 
ority  on  this  coast,  where  her  fleets  would  be  maintained 
cheaply,  while  they  protected  our  commerce,  and  compelled 
England  either  to  risk  her  army  or  to  keep  a  regular  fleet 
here  at  five  times  their  expense.  Enclosed  is  a  statement  of 
our  trade,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Morris.  You  are  requested  to 
communicate  this  to  the  court  of  Versailles,  and  to  use  every 
means  in  your  power  to  bring  the  court  to  concur  in  adopt 
ing  it. 

I  also  enclose  a  resolution  of  Congress  to  request  you  to 
apply  for  the  prisoners  due  to  us,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
sent  here  and  exchanged  for  our  seamen,  who  are  confined 
without  the  hope  of  relief.  Is  it  impossible  to  devise  some 
means  for  the  enlargement  of  those  who  are  confined  in 
England  ?  Can  no  cartel  be  settled,  or  no  means  devised 
for  sending  them  here  to  be  exchanged  ?  Their  case  is  really 
pitiable.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


MLXXIII. 

TO    MRS.   MARY    HEWSON. 

PASSY,  June,  1782. 

I  send  you  a  few  of  your  translations.  I  did  not 
put  your  name  as  the  translator  (which  I  at  first  in 
tended),  because  I  apprehend  it  might  look  /z'^  vanity 
in  you  ;  and,  as  I  shall  otherwise  make  it  known,  I 
think  the  omitting  it  will  look  like  modesty. 

Present  my  sincere  love  to  your  mother.  Nothing 
would  give  me  greater  pleasure  than  to  see  you  both 
once  more,  well  and  happy.  But  you,  who  are  truly 
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sagacious  and  honest,  and  can  give  good  advice,  tell 
me  frankly  your  sentiments,  whether,  in  case  of  peace, 
it  will  be  prudent  in  me  to  visit  England  before  I  re 
turn  to  America.  I  have  no  other  call  there,  but  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  my  friends,  of  whom  I  must  again 
soon  take  leave  ;  and  my  appearing  may  perhaps  ex 
asperate  my  enemies.  If  you  think  this  not  of  serious 
consequence,  tell  me  whether  I  may  come  right 
through  London  to  Kensington,  with  the  view  of 
finding  room  in  your  house  ;  or  whether  I  shall  take 
a  lodging  in  the  city  to  return  to.  Do  not  let  me  in 
the  least  incommode  you. 

I  forget  whether  I  ever  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  the  prints  of  Mr.  Hewson.  I  have  one  of  them 
framed  in  my  study.  I  think  it  very  like.  I  believe 
I  acquainted  you  with  good  Mr.  Dubourg's  death. 
He  had  enlarged  his  little  piece,  which  you  translated  ; 
and,  in  respect  for  his  memory,  I  have  had  it  printed. 
I  enclose  a  copy. 

I  am  sorry  to  learn  the  still  unsettled  state  of  Mr. 

-'s  family.     Mrs.  •  is  undoubtedly  well 

qualified  to  teach  English  here,  but  I  cannot  think  it 
would  be  worth  her  while  to  come  hither  for  that  pur 
pose.  It  is  true  that  our  language  is  in  vogue  here, 
and  many  learn  a  little  of  it,  but  the  instructors  are 
poorly  paid,  and  the  employ  precarious  and  uncertain  ; 
this  observation  is  so  general,  as  to  have  given  rise 
to  a  proverb,  Pauvre  comme  un  mattre  de  langues. 
Your  affectionate  friend, 

B.   FRANKLIN. 
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MLXXIV. 

TO    JOSEPH    PRIESTLEY.  ' 

PASSY,  7  June,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  7th 
of  April,  also  one  of  the  3d  of  May.  I  have  always 
great  pleasure  in  hearing  from  you,  in  learning  that 
you  are  well,  and  that  you  continue  your  experiments. 
I  should  rejoice  much  if  I  could  once  more  recover 
the  leisure  to  search  with  you  into  the  works  of 
nature  ;  I  mean  the  inanimate,  not  the  animate  or 
moral  part  of  them  ;  the  more  I  discovered  of  the 
former,  the  more  I  admired  them  ;  the  more  I  know 
of  the  latter,  the  more  I  am  disgusted  with  them. 
Men  I  find  to  be  a  sort  of  beings  very  badly  con 
structed,  as  they  are  generally  more  easily  provoked 
than  reconciled,  more  disposed  to  do  mischief  to  each 
other  than  to  make  reparation,  much  more  easily  de 
ceived  than  undeceived,  and  having  more  pride  and 
even  pleasure  in  killing  than  in  begetting  one  an 
other  ;  for  without  a  blush  they  assemble  in  great 
armies  at  noonday  to  destroy,  and  when  they  have 
killed  as  many  as  they  can,  they  exaggerate  the 
number  to  augment  the  fancied  glory  ;  but  they 
creep  into  corners,  or  cover  themselves  with  the 
darkness  of  night,  when  they  mean  to  beget,  as  being 
ashamed  of  a  virtuous  action.  A  virtuous  action  it 
would  be,  and  a  vicious  one  the  killing  of  them,  if  the 
species  were  really  worth  producing  or  preserving  ; 
but  of  this  I  begin  to  doubt. 

I  know  you  have  no  such  doubts,  because,  in  your 
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zeal  for  their  welfare,  you  are  taking  a  great  deal  of 
pains  to  save  their  souls.  Perhaps,  as  you  grow  older, 
you  may  look  upon  this  as  a  hopeless  project,  or  an 
idle  amusement,  repent  of  having  murdered  in  me- 
phitic  air  so  many  honest,  harmless  mice,  and  wish 
that,  to  prevent  mischief,  you  had  used  boys  and  girls 
instead  of  them.  In  what  light  we  are  viewed  by 
superior  beings,  may  be  gathered  from  a  piece  of 
late  West  India  news,  which  possibly  has  not  yet 
reached  you.  A  young  angel  of  distinction  being 
sent  down  to  this  world  on  some  business,  for  the 
first  time,  had  an  old  courier-spirit  assigned  him  as  a 
guide.  They  arrived  over  the  seas  of  Martinico,  in 
the  middle  of  the  long  day  of  obstinate  fight  between 
the  fleets  of  Rodney  and  De  Grasse.  When,  through 
the  clouds  of  smoke,  he  saw  the  fire  of  the  guns,  the 
decks  covered  with  mangled  limbs  and  bodies  dead 
or  dying  ;  the  ships  sinking,  burning,  or  blown  into 
the  air ;  and  the  quantity  of  pain,  misery,  and  de 
struction  the  crews  yet  alive  were  thus  with  so  much 
eagerness  dealing  round  to  one  another,  he  turned 
angrily  to  his  guide  and  said  :  "  You  blundering  block 
head,  you  are  ignorant  of  your  business  ;  you  under 
took  to  conduct  me  to  the  earth,  and  you  have  brought 
me  into  hell ! "  "  No,  sir,"  says  the  guide,  "  I  have 
made  no  mistake ;  this  is  really  the  earth,  and  these 
are  men.  Devils  never  treat  one  another  in  this  cruel 
manner ;  they  have  more  sense,  and  more  of  what 
men  (vainly)  call  humanity." 

But  to  be  serious,  my  dear  old  friend,  I  love  you  as 
much  as  ever,  and  I  love  all  the  honest  souls  that 
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meet  at  the  London  Coffee- Ho  use.  I  only  wonder 
how  it  happened  that  they  and  my  other  friends  in 
England  came  to  be  such  good  creatures  in  the  midst 
of  so  perverse  a  generation.  I  long  to  see  them  and 
you  once  more,  and  I  labor  for  peace  with  more  ear 
nestness,  that  I  may  again  be  happy  in  your  sweet 
society. 

I  showed  your  letter  to  the  Duke  de  Larochefou- 
cauld,  who  thinks  with  me,  that  the  new  experiments 
you  have  made  are  extremely  curious,  and  he  has 
given  me  thereupon  a  note,  which  I  enclose,  and  I 
request  you  would  furnish  me  with  the  answer  de 
sired. 

Yesterday  the  Count  du  Nord1  was  at  the  Acad 
emy  of  Sciences,  when  sundry  experiments  were  ex 
hibited  for  his  entertainment  ;  among  them  one  by 
M.  Lavoisier,  to  show  that  the  strongest  fire  we  yet 
know  is  made  in  a  charcoal  blown  upon  with  dephlo- 
gisticated  air.  In  a  heat  so  produced  he  melted 
platina  presently,  the  fire  being  much  more  powerful 
than  that  of  the  strongest  burning  mirror.  Adieu, 
and  believe  me  ever  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

MLXXV. 

TO    DR.  SHIPLEY,  BISHOP    OF    ST.  ASAPH. 

PASSY,  10  June,  1782. 

I  received  and  read  the  letter  from  my  dear  and 
much  respected  friend  with  infinite  pleasure.  After 
so  long  a  silence,  and  the  long  continuance  of  its  un- 

1  The  Grand  Duke  of  Russia,  afterwards  Emperor  Paul  First. 
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fortunate  causes,  a  line  from  you  was  a  prognostic  of 
happier  times  approaching,  when  we  may  converse 
and  communicate  freely,  without  danger  from  the 
malevolence  of  men  enraged  by  the  ill  success  of 
their  distracted  projects. 

I  long  with  you  for  the  return  of  peace,  on  the  gen 
eral  principles  of  humanity.  The,  hope  of  being  able 
to  pass  a  few  more  of  my  last  days  happily  in  the 
sweet  conversation  and  company  I  once  enjoyed  at 
Twyford,1  is  a  particular  motive  that  adds  strength  to 
the  general  wish,  and  quickens  my  industry  to  pro 
cure  that  best  of  blessings.  After  much  occasion  to 
consider  the  folly  and  mischiefs  of  a  state  of  warfare, 
and  the  little  or  no  advantage  obtained  even  by  those 
nations  who  have  conducted  it  with  the  most  success, 
I  have  been  apt  to  think  that  there  has  never  been, 
nor  ever  will  be,  any  such  thing  as  a  good  war,  or  a 
bad  peace. 

You  ask  if  I  still  relish  my  old  studies.  I  relish 
them,  but  I  cannot  pursue  them.  My  time  is  en 
grossed  unhappily  with  other  concerns.  I  requested 
of  the  Congress  last  year  my  discharge  from  this 
public  station,  that  I  might  enjoy  a  little  leisure  in 
the  evening  of  a  long  life  of  business  ;  but  it  was 
refused  me,  and  I  have  been  obliged  to  drudge  on  a 
little  longer. 

You  are  happy,  as  your  years  come  on,  in  having 
that  dear  and  most  amiable  family  about  you.  Four 
daughters  !  how  rich  !  I  have  but  one,  and  she  neces 
sarily  detained  from  me  at  a  thousand  leagues'  dis- 

1  The  country  residence  of  the  Bishop. 
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tance.  I  feel  the  want  of  that  tender  care  of  me 
which  might  be  expected  from  a  daughter,  and  would 
give  the  world  for  one.  Your  shades  are  all  placed 
in  a  row  over  my  fireplace,  so  that  I  not  only  have 
you  always  in  my  mind,  but  constantly  before  my 
eyes. 

The  cause  of  liberty  and  America  has  been  greatly 
obliged  to  you.  I  hope  you  will  live  long  to  see  that 
country  flourish  under  its  new  constitution,  which  I 
am  sure  will  give  you  great  pleasure.  Will  you  per 
mit  me  to  express  another  hope,  that,  now  your 
friends  are  in  power,  they  will  take  the  first  oppor 
tunity  of  showing  the  sense  they  ought  to  have  of 
your  virtues  and  your  merit  ? 

Please  to  make  my  best  respects  acceptable  to  Mrs. 
Shipley,  and  embrace  for  me  tenderly  all  our  dear 
children.  With  the  utmost  esteem,  respect,  and  ven 
eration,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  affec 
tionately,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

MLXXVI. 

TO    MRS.  MARY    HEWSON. 

PASSY,  13  June,  1782. 

MY  DEAR  CHILD  : — I  received  your  pleasing  letter 
of  the  ist  of  May,  through  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hodg 
son,  and  one  since  by  Mr.  Oswald.  You  cannot  be 
more  pleased  in  talking  about  your  children,  your 
methods  of  instructing  them,  and  the  progress  they 
make,  than  I  am  in  hearing  it,  and  in  finding  that, 
instead  of  following  the  idle  amusements,  which  both 
your  fortune  and  the  custom  of  the  age  might  have 
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led  you  into,  your  delight  and  your  duty  go  together, 
by  employing  your  time  in  the  education  of  your  off 
spring.  This  is  following  nature  and  reason,  instead 
of  fashion  ;  than  which  nothing  is  more  becoming  the 
character  of  a  woman  of  sense  and  virtue. 

We  have  here  a  female  writer  on  education,  who 
has  lately  published  three  volumes  that  are  much 
talked  of.  I  will  send  them  to  you  by  the  first  oppor 
tunity.  They  are  much  praised  and  much  censured. 
The  author,  Madame  la  Comtesse  de  Genlis,  is  made, 
in  consequence  of  her  writing  that  work,  governess  of 
the  children  of  the  Due  de  Chartres,  who  is  son  of 
the  Duke  of  Orleans.  Perhaps  you  may  not  find 
much  in  it,  that  can  be  of  use  to  you,  but  you  may 
find  something. 

I  enclose  another  piece  on  the  same  subject,  writ 
ten  by  another  Comtesse,  Madame  de  Forbach,  who 
does  me  the  honor  of  calling  me  her  friend,  by  which 
means  I  have  a  copy,  it  not  being  published.  When 
you  have  leisure,  I  shall  like  to  see  your  remarks. 

Do  not  send  my  books  to  Geneva.  The  troubles 
of  that  city  have  driven  the  school  and  my  boy  out 
of  it,  and  I  have  thought  of  sending  for  him  home. 
Perhaps  I  may  put  him  fora  while  under  your  care,  to 
recover  his  English  in  the  same  school  with  your  sons. 

I  hope  with  you  that  there  may  be  a  peace,  and 
that  we  may  once  more  meet.  Remember  me  kindly 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Viny.  I  do  not  at  present  want 
a  carriage.  Embrace  your  good  mother  for  me  with 
much  affection,  and  believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  friend, 
yours  ever,  B.  FRANKLIN. 
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MLXXVII. 

TO    RICHARD    PRICE. 

PASSY,  13  June,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  received  a  few  days  since  your  kind 
letter  of  the  2jth  past  by  Messrs  Milford  &  Brown. 
It  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  of  your  welfare. 
All  that  come  with  a  line  from  you  are  welcome. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  late  revolution  in  your 
public  affairs.  Much  good  may  arise  from  it, 
though  possibly  not  all  that  good  men  and  even 
the  new  ministers  themselves  may  have  wished  or 
expected.  The  change,  however,  in  the  sentiments 
of  the  nation,  in  which  I  see  evident  effects  of  your 
writings,  with  those  of  our  deceased  friend,  Mr. 
Burgh,1  and  others  of  our  valuable  Club,  should  en 
courage  you  to  proceed. 

The  ancient  Roman  and  Greek  orators  could  only 
speak  to  the  number  of  citizens  capable  of  being- 
assembled  within  the  reach  of  their  voice.  Their  writ 
ings  had  little  effect,  because  the  bulk  of  the  people 
could  not  read.  Now  by  the  press  we  can  speak  to 
nations,  and  good  books  and  well  written  pamphlets 
have  great  and  general  influence.  The  facility  with 
which  the  same  truths  may  be  repeatedly  enforced  by 
placing  them  daily  in  different  lights  in  newspapers, 

1  "  The  death  of  this  amiable  and  fast  friend  of  virtue  and  liberty.     His 

excellent  person  had  happened  a  few  last   publication,    under    the   title  of 

weeks  before  the   writing  of  this  let-  '  Political  Disquisitions, 'abounds with 

ter.      He  had  long  been  the  intimate  the  most  important  information  on  the 

friend  of  Dr.   Price,  and  one  of  the  extreme  defectiveness  of  the  national 

principal  members  of   his    congrega-  representation,  and  cannot  fail  to  be 

tion  at   Newington  Green.     He  was  admired  by  all  who  wish  to  restore  the 

the  author  of  several  valuable  works  constitution  to  its  original  purity. "- 

on  moral  and  political  subjects,  and  in  Morgan's  "  Life  of  Price,"  p.  96. 
all  of  them  proved  himself  the  stead- 
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which  are  everywhere  read,  gives  a  great  chance  of 
establishing  them.  And  we  now  find  that  it  is  not 
only  right  to  strike  while  the  iron  is  hot,  but  that  it 
may  be  very  practicable  to  heat  it  by  continually 
striking. 

I  suppose  all  may  now  correspond  with  more  free 
dom,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  as  often 
as  may  be  convenient  to  you.  Please  to  present  my 
best  respects  to  our  good  old  friends  of  the  London 
Coffee-House.  I  often  figure  to  myself  the  pleasure 
I  should  have  in  being  once  more  seated  among  them. 
With  the  greatest  and  most  sincere  esteem  and  affec 
tion,  I  am,  my  dear  friend,  yours  ever, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


MLXXVIII. 

FROM    JOHN    ADAMS. 

THE  HAGUE,  13  June,  1782. 

SIR : — I  had  yesterday,  at  Amsterdam,  the  honor  of  re 
ceiving  your  Excellency's  letter  of  June  the  2d. 

The  discovery  that  Mr.  Grenville's  power  was  only  to  treat 
with  France,  does  not  surprise  me  at  all.  The  British  min 
istry  are  too  divided  among  themselves,  and  have  too  formid 
able  an  opposition  against  them  in  the  king  and  the  old 
ministers,  and  are  possessed  of  too  little  of  the  confidence 
of  the  nation,  to  have  courage  to  make  concessions  of  any 
sort,  especially  since  the  news  of  their  successes  in  the  East 
and  West  Indies.  What  their  vanity  will  end  in,  God  only 
knows ;  for  my  own  part  I  cannot  see  a  probability  that 
they  will  ever  make  peace  until  their  finances  are  ruined  and 
such  distresses  brought  upon  them  as  will  work  up  their 
parties  into  a  civil  war. 
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I  wish  their  enemies  could  by  any  means  be  persuaded  to 
carry  on  the  war  against  them  in  places  where  they  might 
be  sure  of  triumphs,  instead  of  insisting  on  pursuing  it  where 
they  are  sure  of  defeat.  But  we  must  take  patience,  and 
wait  for  time  to  do  what  wisdom  might  easily  and  soon  do. 

I  have  not  as  yet  taken  any  engagements  with  the  Dutch 
not  to  make  peace  without  them  ;  but  I  will  take  such 
engagements  in  a  moment  if  the  Dutch  will  take  them,  and 
I  believe  they  would  very  cheerfully.  I  shall  not  propose 
it,  however,  till  I  have  the  concurrence  of  the  Due  de  la 
Vauguyon,  who  will  do  nothing  without  the  instructions  of 
his  court.  I  would  not  delay  it  for  a  moment  from  any 
expectation  that  the  English  will  acknowledge  our  inde 
pendence  and  make  peace  with  us,  because  I  have  no  such 
expectations.  The  permanent  friendship  of  the  Dutch  may 
be  easily  obtained  by  the  United  States  ;  that  of  England, 
never  ;  it  is  gone  with  the  days  before  the  flood.  If  we  ever 
enjoy  the  smallest  degree  of  sincere  friendship  again  from 
England,  I  am  totally  incapable  of  seeing  the  character 
of  a  nation  or  the  connection  of  things  ;  which,  however, 
may  be  the  case  for  what  I  know.  They  have  brought 
themselves  into  such  a  situation  !  Spain,  Holland,  America, 
the  armed  neutrality,  have  all  such  pretensions  and  demands 
upon  them,  that  where  is  the  English  minister,  or  member 
of  Parliament,  that  dares  vote  for  the  concession  to  them  ? 
The  pretensions  of  France  I  believe  would  be  so  moderate 
that  possibly  they  might  be  acceded  to.  But  it  is  much  to 
be  feared  that  Spain,  who  deserves  the  least,  will  demand 
the  most ;  in  short,  the  work  of  peace  appears  so  impracti 
cable  and  chimerical,  that  I  am  happy  in  being  restrained 
to  this  country  by  my  duty,  and  by  this  means  excused 
from  troubling  my  head  much  about  it. 

I  have  a  letter  from  America  that  informed  me  that  Mr. 
Jay  had  refused  to  act  in  the  commission  for  peace  ;  but  if 
he  is  on  the  way  to  Paris,  as  you  suppose,  I  presume  my  in 
formation  must  be  a  mistake,  which  I  am  very  glad  of.  Mr. 
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Laurens  did  me  the  honor  of  a  very  short  visit  in  his  way  to 
France  ;  but  I  was  very  sorry  to  learn  from  him  that,  in  a 
letter  to  your  Excellency  from  Ostend,  he  had  declined  serv 
ing  in  the  commission  for  peace.  I  had  vast  pleasure  in  his 
conversation ;  for  I  found  him  possessed  of  the  most  exact 
judgment  concerning  our  enemies,  and  of  the  same  noble 
sentiments  in  all  things  which  I  saw  in  him  in  Congress. 

What  is  the  system  of  Russia  ?  Does  she  suppose  that 
England  has  too  many  enemies  upon  her,  and  that  their  de 
mands  and  pretensions  are  too  high  ?  Does  she  seek  to  em 
broil  affairs,  and  to  light  up  a  general  war  in  Europe  ?  Is 
Denmark  in  concert  with  her,  or  any  other-  power?  Her 
conduct  is  a  phenomenon.  Is  there  any  secret  negotiation 
or  intrigue  on  foot  to  form  a  party  for  England  among  the 
powers  of  Europe,  and  to  make  a  balance  against  the  power 
of  the  enemies  of  England  ? 

The  States  of  Holland  and  several  other  provinces  have 
taken  a  resolution  against  the  mediation  for  a  separate  peace ; 
and  this  nation  seems  to  be  well  fixed  in  its  system  and  in 
the  common  cause. 

My  best  respects  and  affections  to  my  old  friend,  Mr.  Jay, 
if  you  please,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  etc., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


MLXXIX. 

TO   JOHN    INGENHOUSZ. 

PASSY,  21  June,  1782. 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  am  sorry  that  any  misunderstanding 
should  arise  between  you  and  Dr. .  The  in 
discretions  of  friends  on  both  sides  often  occasion 
such  misunderstandings.  When  they  produce  public 
altercations,  the  ignorant  are  diverted  at  the  expense 
of  the  learned.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  you  will  omit 
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the  polemic  piece  in  your  French  edition,  and  take 
no  public  notice  of  the  improper  behavior  of  your 
friend,  but  go  on  with  your  excellent  experiments, 
produce  facts,  improve  science,  and  do  good  to  man 
kind.  Reputation  will  follow,  and  the  little  injustices 
of  contemporary  laborers  will  be  forgotten  ;  my  ex 
ample  may  encourage  you,  or  else  I  should  not  men 
tion  it.  You  know  that  when  my  papers  were  first 
published,  the  Abbe  Nollet,  then  high  in  reputation, 
attacked  them  in  a  book  of  letters.  An  answer  was 
expected  from  me,  but  I  made  none  to  that  book,  nor 
to  any  other.  They  are  now  all  neglected,  and  the 
truth  seems  to  be  established.  You  can  always  em 
ploy  your  time  better  than  in  polemics. 

M.  Lavoisier  the  other  day  showed  an  experiment 
at  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  to  the  Count  du  Nord, 
that  is  said  to  be  curious.  He  kindled  a  hollow  char 
coal,  and  blew  into  it  a  stream  of  dephlogisticated 
air.  In  this  focus,  which  is  said  to  be  the  hottest  fire 
human  art  has  yet  been  able  to  produce,  he  melted 
platina  in  a  few  minutes. 

Our  American  affairs  wear  a  better  aspect  now  than 
at  any  time  heretofore.  Our  counsels  are  perfectly 
united  ;  our  people  all  armed  and  disciplined.  Much 
and  frequent  service  as  militia  has  indeed  made  them 
soldiers.  Our  enemies  are  much  diminished,  and  re 
duced  to  two  or  three  garrisons.  Our  commerce  and 
agriculture  flourish.  England  at  length  sees  the 
difficulty  of  conquering  us,  and  no  longer  demands 
submission,  but  asks  for  peace.  She  would  now 
think  herself  happy  to  obtain  a  federal  union  with  us, 
and  will  endeavor  it ;  but,  perhaps,  will  be  disap- 
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pointed,  as  it  is  the  interest  of  all  Europe  to  prevent 
it.  I  last  year  requested  of  Congress  to  release  me 
from  this  service,  that  I  might  spend  the  evening  of 
life  more  agreeably  in  philosophic  leisure  ;  but  I  was 
refused.  If  I  had  succeeded,  it  was  my  intention  to 
make  the  tour  of  Italy  with  my  grandson,  pass  into 
Germany,  and  spend  some  time  happily  with  you, 
whom  I  have  always  loved,  ever  since  I  knew  you, 
with  uninterrupted  affection. 

We  have  lost  our  common  friend,  the  excellent 
Pringle.  How  many  pleasing  hours  you  and  I  have 
passed  together  in  his  company  !  I  must  soon  follow 
him,  being  now  in  my  seventy-seventh  year ;  but  you 
have  yet  a  prospect  of  many  years  of  usefulness  still 
before  you,  which  I  hope  you  will  fully  enjoy  ;  and  I 
am  persuaded  you  will  ever  kindly  remember  your 
truly  affectionate  friend,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


MLXXX. 

TO    MISS    ALEXANDER. 

PASSY,  June,  1782. 

I  am  not  at  all  displeased  that  the  thesis  and  dedi 
cation  with  which  we  were  threatened  are  blown  over, 
for  I  dislike  much  all  sorts  of  mummery.  The  repub 
lic  of  letters  has  gained  no  reputation,  whatever  else 
it  may  have  gained,  by  the  commerce  of  dedication. 
I  never  made  one  and  I  never  desired  that  one  should 
be  made  to  me.  When  I  submitted  to  receive  this, 
it  was  from  the  bad  habit  I  have  long  had  of  doing 
every  thing  that  ladies  desire  me  to  do  ;  there  is  no 
refusing  any  thing  to  Madame  La  Mark,  nor  to  you. 
I  have  been  to  pay  my  respects  to  that  amiable  lady, 
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not  merely  because  it  was  a  compliment  due  to  her, 
but  because  I  love  her  ;  which  induces  me  to  excuse 
her  for  not  letting  me  in  ;  the  same  reason  I  should 
have  for  excusing  your  faults,  if  you  had  any. 

I  have  not  seen  your  papa  since  the  receipt  of  your 
pleasing  letter,  so  could  arrange  nothing  with  him  re 
specting  the  carriage.  During  seven  or  eight  days  I 
shall  be  very  busy  ;  after  that  you  shall  hear  from  me, 
and  the  carriage  shall  be  at  your  service.  How  could 
you  think  of  writing  to  me  about  chimneys  and  fires 
in  such  weather  as  this  !  Now  is  the  time  for  the 
frugal  lady  you  mention  to  save  her  wood,  obtain 
plus  de  chaleur  and  lay  it  up  against  winter,  as  peo 
ple  do  ice  against  summer.  Frugality  is  an  enrich 
ing  virtue  ;  a  virtue  I  never  could  acquire  myself  ; 
but  I  was  once  lucky  enough  to  find  it  in  a  wife,  who 
thereby  became  a  fortune  to  me.  Do  you  possess  it  ? 
If  you  do,  and  I  were  twenty  years  younger,  I  would 
give  your  father  one  thousand  guineas  for  you.  I 
know  you  would  be  worth  more  to  me  as  a  menagere, 
but  I  am  covetous,  and  love  good  bargains.  Adieu, 
my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  ever  yours,  most  af 
fectionately,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

MLXXXI. 

TO   JOHN    INGENHOUSZ. 

i.  When  the  subtile  fluid,  which  we  call  fire  or 
heat,  enters  a  solid  body,  it  separates  the  particles 
of  which  that  body  consists  farther  from  each  other, 
and  thus  dilates  the  body,  increasing  its  dimensions. 
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2.  A  greater  proportion  of  fire  introduced  separates 
the  parts  so  far  from  each  other  that  the  solid  body 
becomes  a  fluid,  being  melted. 

3.  A  still  greater  quantity  of  heat  separates  the 
parts  so  far  that  they  lose  their  mutual 
attraction,  and  acquire  a  mutual  repulsion, 

whence  they  fly  from  each  other,  either 
gradually  or  suddenly,  with  great  force, 
as  the  separating  power  is  introduced 
gradually  or  suddenly. 

4.  Thus  ice  becomes  water,  and  water 
vapor,  which  vapor  is  said  to  expand  four 
teen  thousand  times  the  space  it  occupied 
in  the  form  of  water,  and  with  an  explo 
sive  force  in  certain  cases  capable  of  pro 
ducing  great  and  violent  effects. 

5.  Thus  metals  expand,  melt,  and  ex 
plode  ;  the  two  first  effected  by  the  gradu 
al  application    of  the  separating  power, 
and  all  three,  in  its  sudden  application,  by 
artificial  electricity  or  lightning. 

6.  That    fluid,    in    passing    through   a 
metal  rod  or  wire,  is  generally  supposed 
to   occupy    the    whole  dimension    of  the 
rod.     If  the  rod  is  smaller  in  some  places 
than  in  others,  the  quantity  of  fluid,  which 

is  not  sufficient  to  make  any  change  in  the  larger  or 
thicker  part,  may  be  sufficient  to  expand,  melt,  or  ex 
plode  the  smaller,  the  quantity  of  fluid  passing  being 
the  same,  and  the  quantity  of  matter  less  that  is  acted 
upon. 
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7.  Thus  the  links  of  a  brass  chain,  with  a  certain 
quantity  of  electricity  passing  through   them,  have 
been  melted  in  the  small  parts  that  form  their  con 
tact,  while  the  rest  have  not  been  affected. 

8.  Thus  a  piece  of  tinfoil  cut  in  this  form,  enclosed 
in  a  pack  of  cards,  and  having  the  charge  of  a  large 
bottle  sent  through  it,  has  been  found  unchanged  in 
the  broadest  part,  between  a  and  d,  melted  only  in 
spots  between  c  and  d,  and  the  part  between  d  and  e 
reduced  to  smoke  by  explosion. 

9.  The  tinfoil  melted  in  spots  between  b  and  c,  and 
that  whole  space  not  being  melted,  seems  to  indicate 
that  the  foil  in  the  melted  parts  had  been  thinner  than 
the  rest,  on  which  thin  parts  the  passing  fluid  had 
therefore  a  greater  effect. 

10.  Some  metals  melt  more  easily  than  others  ;  tin 
more  easily  than  copper,  copper  than  iron.      It  is  sup 
posed  (perhaps  not  yet  proved)  that  those  which  melt 
with  the  least  of  the  separating  power,  whether  that 
be  common  fire  or  the  electric  fluid,  do  also  explode 
with  less  of  that  power. 

11.  The  explosions  of  metal,  like   those  of  gun 
powder,  act  in  all  directions.     Thus  the  explosion  of 
gold-leaf  between  plates  of  glass,  breaking  the  glass 
to  pieces,  will  throw  those  pieces  into  all  parts  of  the 
room  ;  and  the  explosion  of  iron,  or  even  of  water, 
between  the  joints  of  stone  in  a  steeple,  will  scatter 
the  stones  in  all  directions  round  the  neighborhood. 
But  the  direction  given  to  those  stones  by  the  explo 
sion  is  to  be  considered  as  different  from  the  direction 
of  the  lightning  which  happened  to  occasion  those 
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explosions  of  the  matter  it  met  with  in  its  passage 
between  the  clouds  and  the  earth. 

12.  When    bodies   positively    electrized   approach 
sharp-pointed  rods  or  thin  plates  of  metal,  these  are 
more  easily  rendered  negative  by  the  repulsive  force 
of    the    electric    fluid    in   those   positively  electrized 
bodies,  which  chases  away  the  natural  quantity  con 
tained  in  those  mince  rods  or  plates,  though  it  would 
not  have   force   enough   to   chase   the   same  tout  of 
larger  masses.      Hence  such  points,  rods,  and  plates, 
being  in  a  negative  state,  draw  to  themselves  more 
strongly  and  in  greater  quantities  the  electric  fluid 
offered  them,  than  such  masses  can  do  which  remain 
nearly  in  their  natural  state.      And  thus  a  pointed 
rod  receives  not  only  at  its  point,  though  more  visibly 
there,  but  at  all  parts  of  its  length  that  are  exposed. 
Hence  a  needle  held  between  the  finger  and  thumb, 
and  presented  to  a  charged  prime  conductor,  will  draw 
off  the  charge  more  expeditiously  if  held  near  the  eye, 
and  the  rest  of  its  length  is  exposed  to  the  electrical 
atmosphere,  than  if  all  but  half  an  inch  of  the  point 
is  concealed  and  covered. 

13.  Lightning  so  differs  from  solid  projectiles,  and 
from    common    fluids    projected  with   violence  that, 
though  its  course  is  rapid,  it  is  most  easily  turned  to 
follow  the  direction  of  good  conductors.     And  it  is 
doubted  whether  any  experiments  in  electricity  have 
yet  decisively  proved  that  the  electric  fluid  in  its  vio 
lent  passage  through  the  air  where  a  battery  is  dis 
charged  has  what  we  call  a  momentum,  which  would 
make  it  continue  its  course  in  a  right  line,  though  a 


480  THE  WORKS  OF  [1782 


conductor  offered  near  that  course  to  give  it  a  differ 
ent  or  even  contrary  direction  ;  or  that  it  has  a  force 
capable  of  pushing  forward  or  overthrowing  the 
objects  it  strikes  against,  even  though  it  sometimes 
pierces  them.  Does  not  this  seem  to  indicate  that 
the  perforation  is  not  made  by  the  force  of  a  projectile 
passing  through,  but  rather  by  the  explosion  or  the 
dilatation,  in  passing,  of  a  subtile  line  of  fluid  ? 

14.  Such  an  explosion  or  dilatation  of  a  line  of  fluid, 
passing  through  a  card,  would  raise  burs  round  the 
hole,  sometimes  on  one  side,  sometimes  on  the  other, 
and  sometimes  on  both,  according  to  the  disposition 
of  the  part  of  the  paper  near  the  surface,  without  any 
regard  to*  the  direction  of  the  fluid. 

15.  Great  thanks  are  due  to  the  ingenious  philoso 
pher  who  examined  the  vane  at  Cremona,  and  who 
took  the  pains  to  describe  so  exactly  the  effects  of  the 
lightning  upon  it,  and  to  communicate  that  descrip 
tion.     The  fact  is  extremely  curious.      It  is  well  worth 
considering.     He  invites  to  that  consideration.     He 
has  fairly  given  his  own  opinion.     He  will  with  candor 
receive  that  of  others,  though  it  may  happen  to  differ 
from  his  own.     By  calmly  discussing  rather  than  by 
warmly  disputing,  the  truth  is  most  easily  obtained. 
I  shall  give  my  opinion  freely,  as  it  is  asked,  hoping 
it  may  prove  the  true  one ;  and  promising  myself,  if 
otherwise,  the  honor  at  least  of  acknowledging  frankly 
my  error,  and  of  being  thankful  to  him  who  kindly 
shows  it  to  me. 

1 6.  By  the  account  given  of  this  stroke  of  lightning 
upon  the  steeple  of  Cremona,  it  appears  that  the  rod 
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of  iron  or  spindle,  on  which  the  vane  turned,  was  of 
about  two  inches  circumference,  terminating  in  a  cross 
above  the  vane,  and  its  lower  end  fixed  in  a  marble 
pedestal. 

1 7.  That  the  plate  of  the  vane  was  copper,  eight 
or  nine  inches  wide,  and  near  twice  as  long.     That  it 
was  about  one  line  thick  near  the  spindle,  and  grow 
ing  thinner  insensibly  towards  the  other  end,  where 
its  thickness  did  not  exceed  three  quarters  of  a  line, 
the  weight  twenty  ounces  and  a  half. 

1 8.  That  the  copper  had  been  tinned  over. 

19.  That   the   marble  pedestal  was    split  by  the 
stroke  into  many  pieces,  and  scattered  over  the  roof, 
garden,  and  court  of   neighboring   buildings.     One 
piece  was  found  thrown  to  a  distance  of  forty  feet. 
The  spindle  was  broken  and  displaced,  and  the  vane 
thrown  on  the  roof  of  the  parsonage  house,  twenty 
feet  from  the  steeple. 

20.  That   the   vane   was    perforated    in    eighteen 
places,  the  holes  of  irregular  forms,  and  the  metal 
which  had  filled  them  pushed  outwards,  in  some  of 
them  on  one  side  of  the  vane,  in  others  on  the  other. 
The   copper  showed  marks    of  having  been    partly 
melted,   and   in  some  places  tin  and  copper  melted 
and  mixed  together.     There  were  marks  of  smoke 
in  several  places. 

21.  The  ragged  parts  bent  outwards  round  each 
hole,  being  brought  back  to  their  original  flat  posi 
tion,  were  not,  though  evidently  a  little  thinned  and 
dilated,  sufficient  to  fill  the  place. 

22.  From  the  effects  described  (19),  it  is  clear  that 
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the  quantity  of  lightning  which  fell  on  this  steeple  at 
Cremona  was  very  great. 

23.  The  vane  being  a  thin   plate  of   copper,   its 
edges  and  corners  may  be  considered  as  a  series  of 
points,  and,  being  therefore  sooner  rendered  negative 
by    the   repulsive   force   of  an   approaching  positive 
cloud  than  the  blunt  and  thick  iron  cross  (12),  was 
probably  first  struck,   and  thence  became  the   con 
ductor  of  that  great  quantity. 

24.  The  plate  of  which  the  vane  was  formed,  being 
thicker  near  the  spindle,  and  diminishing  in  thickness 
gradually  to  the  other  end  (17),  was  probably  not  of 
copper  plated  by  passing  between  rollers,  for  they 
would  have  left  it  of  equal  thickness  ;  but  of  metal 
plated  by  the  hammer.     The  surface,   too,  of  rolled 
copper  is  even  and  plain  ;  that  of  hammered  is  gener 
ally  uneven,  with  hollows  occasioned  by  the  impres 
sions  of  the  hammer. 

25.  In    those    concave    impressions  the    metal-  is 
thiner  than  it  is  around  them,  and  probably  thinnest 
near  the  centre  of  each  impression. 

26.  The  lightning,  which  in  passing  through   the 
vane  was  not    sufficient   to    melt  its    thicker   parts, 
might  be  sufficient  to  melt  the  thinner  (6,  7,  8,  9), 
and  to  soften  those  that  were  in  the  middle  state. 

27.  The  part  of  the  tin  (18)   which  covered  the 
thinner  parts,  being  more  easily  melted  and  exploded 
than  copper  (10),   might  possibly  be  exploded  when 
the  copper  was  but  melted.     The  smoke  appearing 
in  several  places  (20)  is  a  proof  of  explosion. 

28.  There  might  probably  be  more  tin  in  the  con- 
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cave  impressions  of  the  hammer  on  one  side  of  the 
plate,  than  on  the  convex  part  of  those  impressions 
on  the  other.  Hence  stronger  explosions  on  the 
concave  side. 

29.  The  nature  of  these  explosions  is  to  act  vio 
lently  in  all  directions  ;  and  in  this  case,  being  near 
the  plate,  they  would  act  against  it  on  one  side,  while 
they  acted  against  the  air  on  the  other. 

30.  These  thin  parts  of  the  plate  being  at  the  same 
instant  partly  in  fusion,  and  partly  so  softened  as  to 
be  near  it,  the  softened  parts  were  pushed  outwards, 
a  hole  made,  and  some  of  the  melted  parts  blown 
away  ;    hence  there  was    not   left   metal  enough  to 
re-fill  the  vacancy  by  bending  back  the  ragged  parts 
to  their  places. 

31.  The  concave  impressions  of  the  hammer,  being 
indifferently  made  on  both  sides  of  the  plate,  it  is 
natural,  from  28,   29,  30,  that  the  pushing  outwards 
of  the  softened  metal   by  explosions,  should  be   on 
both  sides  of  the  plate  nearly  equal. 

32.  That  the  force  of  a  simple  electrical  explosion 
is  very  great,  appears  from  the  Geneva  experiment, 
wherein  a  spark  between  two  wires,  under  oil  in  a 
drinking-glass,  breaks  the  glass,  body,  stem,  and  foot, 
all  to  shivers. 

33.  The  electric  explosion  of  metal  acts  with  still 
more  force.     A  strip  of  leaf-gold  no  broader  than  a 
straw,  exploded  between  two  pieces  of  thick  looking- 
glass,  will  break  the  glass  to  pieces,  though  confined 
by  the  screws  of  a  strong  press  ;   and,  between  two 
pieces  of  marble  pressed  together  by  a  weight  of 
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twenty  pounds,  will  lift  that  weight.  Much  less  force 
is  necessary  to  move  the  melted  and  softened  parts  of 
a  thin  plate  of  copper. 

34.  This  explication  of  the  appearances  on  the  vane 
is  drawn  from  what  we  already  know  of  electricity 
and  the  effects  of  lightning.     The  learned  author  of 
the  account  gives  a  different  but  very  ingenious  one, 
which    he    draws  from  the  appearances  themselves. 
The  matter  pushed  out  of  the  holes  is  found,  that  of 
some  on  one  side  of  the  plate,  and  of  others  on  the 
other.     Hence  he  supposes  them  to  be  occasioned 
(if  I  understand  him  right)  by  streams  or  threads  of 
electric  matter  of  different  and  contrary  kinds,  rush 
ing  violently  towards  each  other,  and  meeting  with 
the  vane,  so  accidentally  placed  as  to  be  found  precisely 
in  the  place  of  their  meeting,  where  it  was  pierced  by 
all  of  them,  they  all  striking  on  both  its  sides  at  the 
same  instant.     This,  however,  is  so  extraordinary  an 
accident  as  to  be,  in  the  author's  own  opinion,  almost 
miraculous.     "  Passeranno "    (says    he)    "  forse    piu 
secoli   prima  che  ritorni  tralle  infinite  combinazioni 
un   caso   simile  a  quello    della   banderuola  che   ora 
abbiamo  per  mano.     Forza  e  che  si   esaurisca  una 
non  piu  udita  miniera  di  fulmini  sopra  una  grande 
citta,  pressoche  seminata  di  campanili  e  di  banderuole, 
il  che  e  rarissimo ;  e  puo  ancora  [cento  ?]  volte  cio 
succedere,  senza  che  s'  incontri  giammai   un   altera 
banderuola  tanto  opportunamente  situata  tra  i  limiti 
della  fulminea  explosione." 

35.  But,  though  the  author's  explication  of  these 
appearances  of  the  vane  does  not  satisfy  me,  I  am 
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not  so  confident  of  my  own  as  to  propose  its  being 
accepted  without  confirmation  by  experiment.  Those 
who  have  strong  electric  batteries  may  try  it  thus  : 
form  a  little  vane  of  paper,  and  spot  it  on  both  sides 
by  attaching  small  pieces  of  leaf-gold,  or  tinfoil,  not 
exactly  opposite  to  each  other  ;  then  send  the  whole 
force  of  the  battery  through  the  vane,  entering  at  one 
end  of  it  and  going  out  at  the  other.  If  the  metal 
explodes,  I  imagine  it  will  be  found  to  make  holes  in 
the  paper,  forcing  the  torn  parts  out  on  the  sides  op 
posite  to  the  metal.  A  more  expensive,  but  perhaps 
a  more  satisfactory  experiment  would  be  to  make  a 
new  vane  as  exactly  as  possible  like  that  in  question, 
in  all  the  particulars  of  its  description,  and  place  it  on 
a  tall  mast  fixed  on  some  hill  subject  to  strokes  of 
lightning,  with  a  better  conductor  to  the  earth  than 
the  wood  of  the  mast ;  if  this  should  be  struck  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  and  the  same  effects  appear 
upon  it,  it  would  be  still  more  miraculous  to  suppose 
it  happened  by  accident  to  be  exactly  situated  where 
those  crossing  threads  of  different  electricities  were 
afterwards  to  meet. 

36.  The  perforation  of  glass  bottles  when  over 
charged  is,  I  imagine,  a  different  case,  and  not  explic 
able  by  either  of  these  hypotheses.  I  cannot  well 
suppose  the  breach  to  be  occasioned  by  the  passage 
of  electricity  through  it ;  since  a  single  bottle,  though 
so  broken  in  the  discharge,  always  is  found  to  send 
round  in  its  usual  course  the  quantity  with  which  it 
was  charged.  Then  the  breach  never  happens  but  at 
the  instant  of  the  circuitous  discharge,  either  by  the 
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discharging  rod,  or  in  overleaping  the  borders  of  the 
glass.  Thus,  I  have  been  present  when  a  battery  of 
twenty  glasses  was  discharged  by  the  discharging  rod, 
and  produced  the  same  effect  in  its  circuit  as  if  none 
of  the  bottles  had  been  pierced  ;  and  yet,  on  examin 
ing  them,  we  found  no  less  than  twelve  of  them  in 
that  situation.  Now,  all  the  bottles  of  the  battery 
being  united  by  a  communication  of  all  the  outsides 
together,  and  of  all  the  insides  together,  if  one  of 
them  had  been  pierced  by  a  forced  passage  of  the  dif 
ferent  kinds  of  electricity  to  meet  each  other,  before 
the  discharge  by  the  discharging  rod,  it  would  not 
only  have  prevented  the  passage  of  the  electricity  by 
the  common  circuit,  but  it  would  have  saved  all  the 
rest  of  its  fellows,  by  conducting  the  whole  through 
its  own  breach.  And  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  that 
twelve  bottles  in  twenty  should  be  so  equally  strong 
as  to  support  the  whole  strength  of  their  charge,  till 
the  circuit  of  their  discharge  was  opened,  and  then 
be  so  equally  weak  as  to  break  altogether  when  the 
weight  of  that  charge  was  taken  off  from  them  by 
opening  the  circuits.  At  some  other  time  I  will  give 
you  my  opinion  of  this  effect,  if  you  desire  it. 

I  have  taken  the  account  of  this  stroke  of  light 
ning  from  an  Italian  piece,  entitled  "  Analisi  d'  un 
nuovo  Fenomeno  del  Fulmine,"  the  dedication  of 
which  is  subscribed  Carlo  Barletti,  delle  Scuole  Pie, 
who,  I  suppose,  is  the  author.  As  I  do  not  perfectly 
understand  that  language,  I  may  possibly  in  some 
things  have  mistaken  that  philosopher's  meaning.  I 
therefore  desire,  my  dear  friend,  that  you  would  not 
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permit  this  to  be  published  till  you  have  compared 
and  considered  it  with  that  original  piece,  and  com 
municated  to  me  your  remarks  and  corrections.  Nor 
would  I  in  any  case  have  it  appear  with  my  name,  as 
perhaps  it  may  occasion  disputes,  and  I  have  no  time 
to  attend  to  them. 


MLXXXII. 

THE  LEYDEN  PHIAL  AND  M.  VOLTA's  EXPERIMENT. 

I  thank  you  for  the  account  you  give  me  of  M. 
Volta's  experiment.  You  judge  rightly  in  supposing 
that  I  have  not  much  time  at  present  to  consider 
philosophical  matters  ;  but,  as  far  as  I  understand  it 
from  your  description,  it  is  only  another  form  of  the 
Leyden  phial,  and  explicable  by  the  same  principles. 
I  must,  however,  own  myself  puzzled  by  one  part  of 
your  account,  viz.  :  "  And  thus  the  electric  force, 
once  excited,  may  be  kept  alive  years  together," 
which  is  perhaps  only  a  mistake.  I  have  known  it, 
indeed,  to  be  continued  many  months  in  a  phial  her 
metically  sealed,  and  suppose  it  may  be  so  preserved 
for  ages  ;  but,  though  one  may,  by  repeatedly  touch 
ing  the  knob  of  a  charged  bottle  with  a  small  insulated 
plate,  like  the  upper  one  of  the  electrophore,  draw 
an  incredible  number  of  sparks  successively,  that  is, 
one  after  every  touch,  and  those  for  a  while  not  appar 
ently  different  in  magnitude,  yet  at  length  they  will 
become  small,  and  the  charge  be  finally  exhausted. 
But  I  am  in  the  wrong  to  give  my  opinion  till  I  have 
seen  the  experiment. 
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I  like  much  your  pasteboard  machine,  and  think  it 
may,  in  some  respects,  be  preferable  to  the  very  large 
glass  ones  constructed  here.  The  Due  de  Chaulnes 
has  one,  said,  if  I  remember  right,  to  be  five  feet  in 
diameter.  I  saw  it  tried,  but  it  happened  not  to  be 
in  order.  B.  FRANKLIN. 


MLXXXIII. 

MILITIA    PREFERABLE    TO    REGULAR    TROOPS. 

Abbe  Morellet's  Questions  and  Dr.  Franklin's  Answers. 

"  Je  prie  Monsieur  Franklin  de  vouloir  bien  repon- 
dre  aux  questions  suivantes — by  a  yes  or  no. 

Croit-il  que  les  Etats  Unis  puissent  dans  la  suite  et 
apres  leur  independancereconnue,  se  passer  de  troupes 
regulieres  toujours  sur  pied  ?  "-  —Yes. 

"  Feront-ils  mieux  de  n'avoir  que  des  milices  nation- 
ales  ?  "-—Certainly. 

"  Des  milices  couteront-elles  moins  cher  a  Petat  ou 
plutot  a  la  nation  ;  car  ne  peut-on  pas  dire,  que,  dans 
un  etat  de  choses  ou  tous  les  citoyens  doivent  s'exer- 
cer  a  porter  les  armes,  il  y  a  en  fin  de  compte,  en 
perte  de  temps,  en  depenses  pour  I'armement,  pour 
1'habillement,  pour  le  rassemblement  des  troupes  a 
certains  temps  de  1'annee,  etc.,  une  depense  reelle  plus 
grande  que  celle  qu'il  faudroit  pour  tenir  sur  pied  un 
petit  nombre  de  troupes  regulieres  ?  " 

Supposing  a  general  militia  to  be  equally  expensive 
with  a  body  of  regular  troops,  yet  the  militia  is  pref 
erable,  because  the  whole,  being  especially  disciplined, 
has  nothing  to  fear  from  a  part. 
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"  Monsieur  Franklin  croit-il  qu'on  puisse  entretenir 
en  Amerique  un  corps  de  troupes  sur  pied  dans 
chaque  province  confederee  sans  mettre  la  liberte  en 
danger  ?  " 

Europe  was  without  regular  troops  till  lately.  One 
powerful  prince  keeping  an  army  always  on  foot  makes 
it  necessary  for  his  neighbor  to  do  the  same  to  pre 
vent  surprise.  We  have  no  such  dangerous  neigh 
bors  in  America.  We  shall  probably  keep  magazines 
of  arms  and  ammunition  always  filled,  and  no  Euro 
pean  power  will  ever  find  us  so  unprovided  as  Eng 
land  found  us  at  the  beginning  of  this  war,  or  can 
prepare  to  invade  us  with  a  sufficient  force  in  so  short 
a  time  as  not  to  give  us  time  sufficient  to  repel  the 
invader.  Mr.  F.  therefore  thinks  that,  to  avoid  not 
only  the  expense  but  the  danger  of  keeping  up  a  body 
of  regular  troops  in  time  of  peace,  none  of  the  States 
separately  will  do  it,  nor  the  Congress  for  the  whole. 


MLXXXIV. 

A  LECTURE1    ON    THE  PROVIDENCE  OF    GOD  IN    THE  GOV 
ERNMENT   OF    THE    WORLD. 

When  I  consider  my  own  weakness  and  the  dis 
cerning  judgment  of  those  who  are  to  be  my  audience, 
I  cannot  help  blaming  myself  considerably  for  this 
rash  undertaking  of  mine,  being  a  thing  I  am  alto 
gether  unpractised  in,  and  very  much  unqualified  for  ; 

1  This  lecture  was  transcribed  from  It  was  probably  written  for  the  Junto, 

a  manuscript  book  in  Dr.   Franklin's  and  when   the  author  was  compara- 

handwriting,  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  tively    unpractised  as   a   writer.     Its 

William  Duane,  Jr.  of  Philadelphia.  date  is  not  known. — EDITOR. 
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but  I  am  especially  discouraged  when  I  reflect  that 
you  are  all  my  intimate  pot-companions,  who  have 
heard  me  say  a  thousand  silly  things  in  conversation, 
and  therefore  have  not  that  laudable  partiality  and 
veneration  for  whatever  I  shall  deliver,  that  good 
people  commonly  have  for  their  spiritual  guides  ;  that 
you  have  no  reverence  for  my  habit,  nor  for  the 
sanctity  of  my  countenance ;  that  you  do  not  believe 
me  inspired  or  divinely  assisted,  and  therefore  will 
think  yourselves  at  liberty  to  assent  or  dissent,  ap 
prove  or  disapprove  of  any  thing  I  advance,  canvass 
ing  and  sifting  it,  as  the  private  opinion  of  one  of 
your  acquaintance.  These  are  great  disadvantages 
and  discouragements  ;  but  I  am  entered  and  must 
proceed,  humbly  requesting  your  patience  and  at 
tention. 

I  propose,  at  this  time,  to  discourse  on  the  subject 
of  our  last  conversation,  the  providence  of  God  in  the 
government  of  the  world.  It  might  be  judged  an 
affront  to  your  understandings,  should  I  go  about  to 
prove  this  first  principle,  the  existence  of  a  Deity,  and 
that  he  is  the  creator  of  the  universe  ;  for  that  would 
suppose  you  ignorant  of  what  all  mankind  in  all  ages 
have  agreed  in.  I  shall  therefore  proceed  to  observe, 
that  he  must  be  a  being  of  infinite  wisdom,  as  appears 
in  his  admirable  order  and  disposition  of  things ; 
whether  we  consider  the  heavenly  bodies,  the  stars 
and  planets,  and  their  wonderful  regular  motions  ;  or 
this  earth,  compounded  of  such  an  excellent  mixture 
of  all  the  elements  ;  or  the  admirable  structure  of  an 
imate  bodies  of  such  infinite  variety,  and  yet  every 
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one  adapted  to  its  nature  and  the  way  of  life  it  is  to 
be  placed  in,  whether  on  earth,  in  the  air,  or  in  the 
water,  and  so  exactly  that  the  highest  and  most  ex 
quisite  human  reason  cannot  find  a  fault,  and  say  this 
would  have  been  better  so,  or  in  such  a  manner ; 
which  whoever  considers  attentively  and  thoroughly 
will  be  astonished  and  swallowed  up  in  admiration. 

That  the  Deity  is  a  being  of  great  goodness,  ap 
pears  in  his  giving  life  to  so  many  creatures,  each  of 
which  acknowledges  it  a  benefit,  by  its  unwillingness 
to  leave  it ;  in  his  providing  plentiful  sustenance  for 
them  all,  and  making  those  things  that  are  most  use 
ful,  most  common  and  easy  to  be  had ;  such  as  water, 
necessary  for  almost  every  creature  to  drink ;  air, 
without  which  few  could  subsist ;  the  inexpressible 
benefits  of  light  and  sunshine  to  almost  all  animals 
in  general ;  and  to  men,  the  most  useful  vegetables, 
such  as  corn,  the  most  useful  of  metals,  as  iron,  etc., 
the  most  useful  animals,  as  horses,  oxen,  and  sheep, 
he  has  made  easiest  to  raise  or  procure  in  quantity 
or  numbers  ;  each  of  which  particulars,  if  considered 
seriously  and  carefully,  would  fill  us  with  the  highest 
love  and  affection. 

That  he  is  a  being  of  infinite  power  appears  in  his 
being  able  to  form  and  compound  such  vast  masses 
of  matter,  as  this  earth,  and  the  sun,  and  innumerable 
stars  and  planets,  and  give  them  such  prodigious 
motion,  and  yet  so  to  govern  them  in  their  greatest 
velocity,  as  that  they  shall  not  fly  out  of  their  ap 
pointed  bounds,  nor  dash  one  against  another  for  their 
mutual  destruction.  But  it  is  easy  to  conceive  his 
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power,  when  we  are  convinced  of  his  infinite  knowl 
edge  and  wisdom.  For,  if  weak  and  foolish  creatures 
as  we  are,  by  knowing  the  nature  of  a  few  things,  can 
produce  such  wonderful  effects — such  as,  for  instance, 
by  knowing  the  nature  only  of  nitre  and  sea-salt 
mixed  we  can  make  a  water  which  will  dissolve  the 
hardest  iron,  and  by  adding  one  ingredient  more  can 
make  another  water  which  will  dissolve  gold  and 
make  the  most  solid  bodies  fluid  ;  and  by  knowing 
the  nature  of  saltpetre,  sulphur,  and  charcoal,  with 
those  mean  ingredients  mixed  we  can  shake  the  air 
in  the  most  terrible  manner,  destroy  ships,  houses, 
and  men  at  a  distance,  and  in  an  instant  overthrow 
cities,  and  rend  rocks  into  a  thousand  pieces,  and  level 
the  highest  mountains, — what  power  must  he  possess, 
who  not  only  knows  the  nature  of  every  thing  in  the 
universe,  but  can  make  things  of  new  natures  with  the 
greatest  ease  and  at  his  pleasure  ! 

Agreeing,  then,  that  the  world  was  at  first  made  by 
a  being  of  infinite  wisdom,  goodness,  and  power, 
which  being  we  call  God,  the  state  of  things  existing 
at  this  time  must  be  in  one  of  these  four  following 
manners,  namely  : 

1.  Either  he  unchangeably  decreed  and  appointed 
every  thing  that  comes  to  pass,  and  left  nothing  to 
the  course  of  nature,  nor  allowed  any  creature  free 
agency ; 

2.  Without  decreeing  any  thing,  he  left  all  to  gen 
eral  nature  and  the  events  of  free  agency  in  his  crea 
tures,  which  he  never  alters  or  interrupts  ;  or, 

3.  He  decreed  some  things  unchangeably,  and  left 
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others  to  general  nature  and  the  events  of  free  agency, 
which  also  he  never  alters  or  interrupts ;  or, 

4.  He  sometimes  interferes  by  his  particular  provi 
dence,  and  sets  aside  the  effects  which  would  other 
wise  have  been  produced  by  any  of  the  above  causes. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  show  the  first  three  suppositions 
to  be  inconsistent  with  the  common  light  of  reason, 
and  that  the  fourth  is  most  agreeable  to  it,  and  there 
fore  most  probably  true. 

In  the  first  place,  if  you  say  he  has  in  the  beginning 
unchangeably  decreed  all  things  and  left  nothing  to 
nature  or  free  agency,  these  strange  conclusions  will 
necessarily  follow  :  i.  That  he  is  now  no  more  a  God. 
It  is  true,  indeed,  before  he  made  such  unchangeable 
decree,  he  was  a  being  of  power  almighty  ;  but  now, 
having  determined  every  thing,  he  has  divested  him 
self  of  all  further  power,  he  has  done  and  has  no  more 
to  do,  he  has  tied  up  his  hands  and  has  now  no  greater 
power  than  an  idol  of  wood  or  stone  ;  nor  can  there 
be  any  more  reason  for  praying  to  him  or  worshipping 
of  him  than  of  such  an  idol,  for  the  worshippers  can 
never  be  better  for  such  worship.  Then,  2.  He  has 
decreed  some  things  contrary  to  the  very  notion  of  a 
wise  and  good  being  ; ,  such  as,  that  some  of  his  crea 
tures  or  children  shall  do  all  manner  of  injury  to 
others,  and  bring  every  kind  of  evil  upon  them  with 
out  cause ;  that  some  of  them  shall  even  blaspheme 
him,  their  Creator,  in  the  most  horrible  manner ;  and, 
which  is  still  more  highly  absurd,  he  has  decreed,  that 
the  greatest  part  of  mankind  shall  in  all  ages  put  up 
their  earnest  prayers  to  him,  both  in  private  and  pub- 
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licly  in  great  assemblies,  when  all  the  while  he  had  so 
determined  their  fate  that  he  could  not  possibly  grant 
them  any  benefits  on  that  account,  nor  could  such 
prayers  be  in  any  way  available.  Why  then  should 
he  ordain  them  to  make  such  prayers  ?  It  cannot  be 
imagined  that  they  are  of  any  service  to  him.  Surely 
it  is  not  more  difficult  to  believe  the  world  was  made 
by  a  god  of  wood  or  stone,  than  that  the  God  who 
made  the  world  should  be  such  a  God  as  this. 

In  the  second  place,  if  you  say  he  has  decreed 
nothing,  but  left  all  things  to  general  nature  and  the 
events  of  free  agency,  which  he  never  alters  or  inter 
rupts,  then  these  conclusions  will  follow  :  he  must 
either  utterly  hide  himself  from  the  works  of  his  own 
hands,  and  take  no  notice  at  all  of  their  proceedings, 
natural  or  moral,  or  he  must  be,  as  undoubtedly  he 
is,  a  spectator  of  every  thing,  for  there  can  be  no 
reason  or  ground  to  suppose  the  first.  I  say  there 
can  be  no  reason  to  imagine  he  would  make  so  glori 
ous  a  universe  merely  to  abandon  it.  In  this  case, 
imagine  the  Deity  looking  on  and  beholding  the  ways 
of  his  creatures.  Some  heroes  in  virtue  he  sees  are 
incessantly  endeavoring  the  good  of  others  ;  they 
labor  through  vast  difficulties,  they  suffer  incredible 
hardships  and  miseries  to  accomplish  this  end,  in 
hopes  to  please  a  good  God,  and  attain  his  favors, 
which  they  earnestly  pray  for.  What  answer  can 
he  make,  then,  within  himself,  but  this  ?  Take 
the  reward  chance  may  give  you  ;  I  do  not  intermeddle 
in  these  affairs.  He  sees  others  continually  doing 
all  manner  of  evil,  and  bringing  by  their  actions 


1782]  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN.  495 


misery  and  destruction  among  mankind.  What  can 
he  say  here  but  this  ?  If  chance  rewards  you,  I  shall 
not  punish  you  ;  I  am  not  to  be  concerned.  He  sees 
the  just,  the  innocent,  and  the  beneficent  in  the 
hands  of  the  wicked  and  violent  oppressor,  and  when 
the  good  are  at  the  brink  of  destruction,  they  pray 
to  him  :  Thou,  O  God,  art  mighty  and  powerful  to 
save  ;  help  us,  we  beseech  thee  !  He  answers  :  I  can- 
not  help  you  ;  it  is  none  of  my  business,  nor  do  I  at  all 
regard  these  things.  How  is  it  possible  to  believe  a 
wise  and  an  infinitely  good  being  can  be  delighted  in 
this  circumstance,  and  be  utterly  unconcerned  what 
becomes  of  the  beings  and  things  he  has  created  ? 
For  thus  we  must  believe  him  idle  and  inactive,  and 
that  his  glorious  attributes  of  power,  wisdom,  and 
goodness  are  no  more  to  be  made  use  of. 

In  the  third  place,  if  you  say  he  has  decreed  some 
things,  and  left  others  to  the  events  of  nature  and 
free  agency,  which  he  never  alters  or  interrupts,  still 
you  im-God  him,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression  ; 
he  has  nothing  to  do  ;  he  can  cause  us  neither  good 
nor  harm  ;  he  is  no  more  to  be  regarded  than  a 
lifeless  image,  than  Dagon,  or  Baal,  or  Bell  and  the 
Dragon  ;  and,  as  in  both  the  other  suppositions  fore 
going,  that  being,  which  from  its  power  is  most  able 
to  act,  from  its  wisdom  knows  best  how  to  act,  and 
from  its  goodness  would  always  certainly  act  best,  is, 
in  this  opinion,  supposed  to  become  the  most  inactive 
of  all  beings,  and  remain  everlastingly  idle  ;  an  ab 
surdity  which,  when  considered  or  but  barely  seen, 
cannot  be  swallowed  without  doing  the  greatest  vio- 
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lence  to  common  reason  and  all  the  faculties  of  the 
understanding. 

We  are  then  necessarily  driven  to  the  fourth  sup 
position,  that  the  Deity  sometimes  interferes  by  his 
particular  providence,  and  sets  aside  the  events, 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  produced  in  the 
course  of  nature,  or  by  the  free  agency  of  men  ;  and 
this  is  perfectly  agreeable  with  what  we  know  of  his 
attributes  and  perfections.  But,  as  some  may  doubt 
whether  it  is  possible  there  should  be  such  a  thing  as 
free  agency  in  creatures,  I  shall  just  offer  one  short 
argument  on  that  account,  and  proceed  to  show  how 
the  duty  of  religion  necessarily  follows  the  belief  of 
a  Providence.  You  acknowledge  that  God  is  infi 
nitely  powerful,  wise,  and  good,  and  also  a  free  agent, 
and  you  will  not  deny  that  he  has  communicated  to 
us  part  of  his  wisdom,  power,  and  goodness  ;  that  is, 
he  has  made  us,  in  some  degree,  wise,  potent,  and 
good.  And  is  it,  then,  impossible  for  him  to  com 
municate  any  part  of  his  freedom,  and  make  us 
also  in  some  degree  free  ?  Is  not  even  his  infinite 
power  sufficient  for  this  ?  I  should  be  glad  to  hear 
what  reason  any  man  can  give  for  thinking  in  that 
manner.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  show  it  is  not 
impossible,  and  no  man,  I  think,  can  show  it  is 
improbable.  Much  more  might  be  offered  to  demon 
strate  clearly  that  men  are  in  some  degree  free  agents 
and  accountable  for  their  actions  ;  however,  this  I 
may  possibly  reserve  for  another  separate  discourse 
hereafter,  if  I  find  occasion. 

Lastly,  if  God  does  not  sometimes  interfere  by  his 
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providence,  it  is  either  because  he  cannot,  or  because 
he  will  not.  Which  of  these  positions  will  you  choose  ? 
There  is  a  righteous  nation  grievously  oppressed  by 
a  cruel  tyrant ;  they  earnestly  entreat  God  to  deliver 
them.  If  you  say  he  cannot,  you  deny  his  infinite 
power,  which  you  at  first  acknowledged.  If  you  say 
he  will  not,  you  must  directly  deny  his  infinite  good 
ness.  You  are  of  necessity  obliged  to  allow  that  it 
is  highly  reasonable  to  believe  a  Providence,  because 
it  is  highly  absurd  to  believe  otherwise. 

Now,  if  it  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  it  out  of  the 
power  of  the  Deity  to  help  and  favor  us  particularly, 
or  that  we  are  out  of  his  hearing  and  notice,  or  that 
good  actions  do  not  procure  more  of  his  favor  than 
ill  ones;  then  I  conclude  that,  believing  a  Providence, 
we  have  the  foundation  of  all  true  religion  ;  for  we 
should  love  and  revere  the  Deity  for  his  goodness, 
and  thank  him  for  his  benefits  ;  we  should  adore  him 
for  his  wisdom,  fear  him  for  his  power,  and  pray  to 
him  for  his  favor  and  protection.  And  this  religion 
will  be  a  powerful  regulator  of  our  actions,  give  us 
peace  and  tranquillity  within  our  own  minds,  and  ren 
der  us  benevolent,  useful,  and  beneficial  to  others. 


END    OF    VOL.   VII. 
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